1 . — a ꝛ o 
— 


* 
F a mn es ro Fae re — — 
—— + = arr 6 ĩð > * 


{ JU 4 . . ' : 
EONS TO 8 2 8 5 
DV fa — by 13 
<Q | nn 2 = 2 
. as 8. 8 1 
| S ol - Th * 
1 S | 4 4 - 
2 fa) © Q * * ne — : = 
= 2 E 2 ” * 
2 © — B 4-33 5 
© 2 3 B * 
— 2 1 ; — as 
— W C 
: Q 1 1 © 2 z 2 
Wo RE * * 
> : 1 2 
O — a. 
04 = = N 
A. | S - 
— {x4 md 


Weadne/ 
GR] 
A the 
of the Me 
being ſuf 
the Cong 
to day un 
Wane) 
Met 
The p 
appoiated 
colony in 


delegates 


merica 
attention 
veral inh 
ſirous of 
lonigs in 
cauſe, a 
throughoy 
to fit ia P 
ſaid deley 
vannah © 
proceeded 
ſuch bufir 
and nece 
things the 
gates to Fe 
grand Co 
ung in Pl 


% 


Wedneſday, September 5, 17735. 
GREEABLE to adjournment; 
A the Preſident and a number 
| of the Members met, but there not 
being ſufficient to enter upon buſineſs, 
the Congreſs was adjourned from 
to day until Wedneſday the 1 3th. 
Wedneſday, September 13, 1775. 
Met according to adjoutnment. 
The province of Georgia having 
appoiated delegates to repreſent that 
colony in Congreſs. and three of the 
delegates attending; their credentials 


were produced, read and approved, 


and are as follows, 

| Georgia. 

The alarming and critical fitua- 
tion of affairs upon the continent of 
America having at length rouſed the 
attention of this province, and the ſe- 
veral inhabitants thereof being de- 
firous of uniting with their ſiſter co- 
lonies in the great and important 
cauſe, a general election was held 
throughout the province for delegates 
to ſit in Provincial Congreſs; and the 
ſaid delegates having ſo met in Sa- 
vannah on the fourth day of July, 
proceeded upon the conſideration of 
ſuch hufinels, as appeared to be fit 
and neceſſary; and among other 
things they made choice of five dele- 
gates to fepreſent this province in the 
grand Continental Congreſs, now ſit- 
ung in Philadelphia, vis. 


Archibald Bullock, 7 5 
and John Houſton, { Eſars. 
* The Revd: Doctor Z ubly, 
Noble Wimberly Jones, oy 
and Lyman Hale, , | 2 
Now therefore be it known, and 
we the ſeveral delegates for the differ- 
ent pariſhes and diſtricts in this pro- 


vince, in Provincial Congreſs aſſem- 
bled; do hereby declare ſaid Ar- 


chibald Bullock and John Houſton, 
Eſqrs. the Revd. Doctor Zubly, 
Noble Wimberly Jones and Lyman 
Hall, Eſqrs. duly and fairly elected, 
as the delegates for this province z 
and we do authorize and require the 
ſaid Archibald Bullock and . John 
Houſtoun, Eqrs. the Revd. Doctor 
Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones a_ 
Lyman Hall, Efqrs; or any three 

them, immediately to repair to the 
ſaid city of Philadelphia, and there 
to take their ſeats as the repreſenta- 
tives of the province of Georgia, in 


the General Congreſs now fitting, to 


do, tranſact, join and concur with 
the ſeveral delegates from the other 
colonies and provinces upon this 
continent; in all ſuch matters an 

things, as ſhall appear eligible and 
fit, at this alarming time, for the 
preſervation and defence of our 


rights — liberties, and for 1 
toration of harmony upon conſtitu- 
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tional principles between Great - Bri- 
tain and 


America. 
And we give and grant to the 
faid Archibald Bullock and John 


Houſtoun, Eſqrs. the Revd. Doctor 
Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones and 
Lyman Hall, Efqrs. or any three of 
them, in whoſe fidelity, honor and 
ability we very much conſide, our 
full and whole power in the premi- 
ſes; and do promiſe and engage in 
behalf of ourſelves and our conſtitu- 
ents reſpectively, (the inhabitants 
of the province of Georgia) under the 
ſacred ties of virtue, honor, and love 
of our country, to abide by, enforce 
and carry into execution, or endea- 
your at the riſque and expence of 
life and property, ſo to do, all and 
whatſoever our ſaid delegates or any 
three of them, in concurrence with 
the reſt of the delegates from the ſe- 
veral colonies and provinces upon this 
continent, ſhall reſolve and agree up- 


on, or, as ſhall be ed and re- 
folved upon by the ſaid Continental 
Con now fitting in Philadelphia 


aforeſaid, while our ſaid delegates or 
any three of them ſhall be fo fitting. 
Signed in Provincial Congreſs 
this fifteenth day, of July; 1775, by 
53 members. * 
Tbe delegates from Virginia ap- 
pointed by a convention of that colo- 
ny, at Richmond, Auguſt 11, 1775, 
produced their credentials, which 
were read and approved as ſollows, 


Virginia. In Convention, Auguſt 11, 
; 177 | 
This evarvetion vag abour to 
proceed to the choice of deputies to 
repreſent this colony in General 
Congreſs, Edmund Pendleton, Eſq; 
expreſſed his moſt gratefal acknow- 
gements for the -honor done him 
in two former appointments to that 
important truſt, but, on account of 
the declining ſtate of his health, 
entreated to 2 from the pre- 
ſent nomination; which excuſe being 
accepted. 0 | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this convention are juſtl 
due to George Waſhington, Patric 
Henry and Edmund Pendleton, 
Eſqrs. three of the worthy deputies, 
who repreſented this colony in the 
late Continental Congreſs, for their 
faithful diſcharge of that important 
truſt, and this body are only induced 
to diſpenſe with their future ſervices 
of the like nature, by the appoint- 
ment of the two former to other of. 
fices in the public ſervice, incompa- 
tible with their attendance on this, 
and the infirm ſtate of health of the 
latter. 

Tre convention then proceeded 
to the appointment of deputies to re- 


preſent this colony in General Con- 


greſs for one year, and the members 
having 2 tickets with the 
names of the deputies to be appoint- 
ed, and put the ſame into the bal- 
lot-box, Mr Robert Carter Nicholas, 
Mr Cary, Mr Pendleton and Mr, 
Adams were appointed to examine 
the ballot-box, and report upon whom 
the majority fell, who retired, and 
after ſome time returned into con- 
vention and reported, that they had 
according to order examined the bal- 
lot-box, and that the numbers ap- 
peared as follows : | 
For the Hon, P. Randolph, Eſq; 89 
Richard Henry Lee Eſq; 88 
Thomas Jefferſon, Eſq; 85 
Benjamin Harriſon, Eſq; 83 
Thomas Nelſon, Eſq; 66 
Richard Bland, Eſq; 61 
George Wythe, Eſq; 58 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Peyton 
Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, 
Thomas Jefferſon, Benjamin Harri- 
ſon, Thomas Nelſon, Richard Bland, 
George Wythe, Eſqrs. be appointed 
deputies to repreſent this2-olony in 
General Congreſs for one ear, and 
that they have power to n. t and to 
adjourn for ſuch: time and c ſuch 
place or places as may be thought 
moſt proper. 
Reſolved, That the faid deputies 
or 
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number to repreſent this colony, 
Saturday, Auguſt 12, 1775, 
Richard Bland, Eſq; returned 
this convention his moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the great honor, 
they had pleaſed a third time to 
confer on him, by appointing him 
one of the deputies to repreſent this 
colony in General Congreſs, and ſaid 
this freſh inſtance of their approba- 
tion was ſufficient for an old man, al- 
moſt deprived of ſight, whoſe great- 
ef: ambition had ever been to receive 
the plaudit of his country, whenever 
he ſhould retire from the public ſtage 
of life: That the honourable teſtimo- 
ny he lately received of this approba- 
tion, joined with his preſent appoint- 
ment, ſhould ever animate him, as 
far as he was able, to ſupport the 
glorious cauſe in which America is 
now engaged, but that his advanced 
age rendered him incapable of taking 
an active part in thoſe weighty and 
important concerns, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be agitated in the great coun - 
gil of the United Colonies, and there- 
fore begging leave to decline the ho- 
nor they had been pleaſed to con- 
fer on him, and defiring that ſome 
perſon more fit and able might ſup- 
ply his place. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this convention are juſtly 
due to the ſaid Richard Bland, Eſq; 
one of the worthy deputies, who re- 
preſented this colony in the late 
Continental Congreſs, for his faithful 
diſcharge of that important truſt, and 
this body are only induced to diſpenſe 
with his future ſervices of the like na- 
ture, on account of his advanced 
78e. a | 
Tu, 'ay, Auguſt 15,1775» 
he nvention proceeded to the 
appoint, ent of a deputy to repreſent 
this ccqny in General Congreſs, in 
the room of Richard Bland, Eſq; 
who hath reſigned, and the members 
| having prepared tickets with the 
dame of the deputy to be appointed, 


CTR: : 


er iny four of them be à ſufficient. 


a committee , was _appointed to exa- 
mine the ballot- box and report on 


whom the majority fell, who retired. 


and after ſome time reported, that 
the numbers ſtood as follows: | 

Francis Lightfoot Lee, Eſq; 37 

Carter Braxton, Eſq; 36 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, Eſq; be appointed a 
deputy to repreſent this colony in 
General Congteſs. - 

Signed, Joun TazeweELL, 
Clerk of the Convention. 

The delegates from Maryland alſo 
produced the credentials of this ap- 
pointment, which were read and ap- 
proved as follows; 

At a meeting of the delegates ap- 
pointed by the ſeveral counties of the 
province of Maryland, at the city of 
Annapolis, on Wedneſday the 26th 
of July 1775, and continued till the 
14th day of Auguſt in the ſame year. 

Reſolved, That the honourable 
Matthew Tilghman, Eſq; and Tho- 


nfas Johnſon, jun, Robert Goldſbo- 


rough, William Paca, Samuel Chace, 
Thomas Stone, and John Fall, 

ſqrs. or any three or more of them 
e deputies to repreſent this province 
in Continental Congreſs, and that 


they or any three or more of them 


have full and ample power to con- 
ſent and agree to all meaſures, which 
ſuch Congreſs ſhall deem neceſſary and 
effectual to obtain a redreſs of Ameri- 
can grievances ;. and further we do 
authoriſe our ſaid deputies to repre- 
ſent and act for this province in any 
Continental Congreſs, which may be 


held beſore the 25th day of March 


next, 
| ones, G. Davarr, Clerk. 
The Congreſs being informed that 


only 172,520 dollars have been tranſ- 


mitted to the paymaſter general for 
the uſe of the army in the Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, and that the general was 
under great difliculty for want of mo- 


ney. 
Ordered, That the delegates for 


Pennſylvania do immediately ſend, 


B 2 


— 4. . 


—— 
o 0 I 
+ OP — — 
nn ooo ——— N ne 
— — — — , — 


— — 
— 
— E204 "ant, * a 8 


— — 
—— — ue 
* be — VIS . 

2 — - — — 


— — —— 


. SW 
˙ nn ng 

- _ 
- 

py * - 

a — — 
- * - 
* * — * — 5 


— — 


9 
0 [ 
4 4 
1 #% 
a4 
: 
ts 
4 18 
4 £ 


— bs 
r 


» 9 hos? 3 


2 = as 3X . 
- N 1 — - F4 
= < 1 
= EC. * F _- — — — 
£ SL: Att. 5. 7 


cv) 


under 4 proper guard, to the pay- 

maſter general, for the uſe of 2 

my in the Maſſachuſetts-bay, the 

ſum of 527,480 dollars, which 

that ent will make up the ſum of 

—_— dollars voted at the laſt ſeſ- 
on. 

Sundrxy letters received during the 
receis of Congreſs were produced and 
read, viz. : 

Two from General Waſhington, 
No. 4 and 5, with ſundry encloſed 
papers, four ſrom General Schuyler 
Leh and 21ſt of July and zd and 
3iſt of Auguſt, with ſundry papers 
encloſed. 

One from Meſſrs L. Morris and 
J. Wilſon of 6th September. | 

One from G. Bedford, deputy 
muſter maſter general, with encloſed 


cr ; 
Alſo a letter from the deputies of 
the ſeveral diſtricts in the iſland of 
Bermuda, dated 12th of Auguſt, 
with an account of the proviſions im- 
orted and expended in that iſland for 
| years paſt, taken from the 
cuſtom-houſe books, and an eſtimate 
of the proviſions neceſſary for the 
ſupport of the inhabitants for one 
"year, 
a A memorial from James Stewart 
god Samuel Jackſon, owners of the ſhjp 
'Fnendſhip, Thomas Jann, maſter, 
was preſented to Congreſs and read, 
ſetting forth that the ſaid ſhip, on the 
28th of Auguſt laſt, ſailed from Ma- 


ryland with a cargo of tobacco, but 
being overtaken the late ſtorm, 
the was driven on ſhoals and much 
damaged, and got into Hampton 


road, with the loſs of all her maſts, 
and praying that the memorialiſts 
my be allowed to unload ſaid ſhip, 
.and that after being refitted ſhe may 
take the faid cargo on board and pro- 
ceed on her voyage, x: e 
The Congreſs taking into confidg- 
ration the memorial. 
Reſalved, That the ſaid cargo be 
_ unloaded under the inſpection of the 
© . committee of Norfolk, and that the 


ſaid ſhip being refitted be allowed ty 
take ſaid cargo on board again and 
proceed on her voyage, and in caſe 
on examination, the ſaid ſhip is con. 
demned as unfit for ſea, that the ſaid 
cargo be put on board ſome other vel. 
ſe], under the inſpection of the com- 
mittee aforeſaid and exported, 
Information being given to Con- 
greſs that Dr. Franklin had on board 
the Mary and Elizabeth, Capt. N. 
Falconer from London, ſundry caſes 
containing his books, papers and 
houſhold furniture, which were in his 
uſe when he lived in London, and 
which were imported for his own uſe 
and not for ale; and it being ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of the 
Congreſs, whether ſach importation 
is comprehended within the firſt ar- 
ticle of the aſſociation, | \ 
Reſolved, That ſuch importation 
is not to be comprehended within the 
meaning of the {aid firſt article of the 
aſſociation, and that the ſaid books, 
papers and furniture, may be landed 
and delivered to the owner, | 
A memorial from the committee of 
the county of Weltmoreland in the 
royince of Pennſylvania was pre- 
Bad and read. . N 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Tueſday, September 14, 1775. 
A number of letters received by 
ſeveral! members, during the receſi 
of 8 being produced were 
read. 
Firſt, A letter from Joſeph Haw- 
ley, Eſq; excuſing his not aQting as a 
commiſſioner for Indian affairs, on 
account of his bad ftate of health, 
Second, A letter from Eliſha 
Phelps, appointed a commiſſary for 
the northern army by governor 'Trum- 
bull, in purſuance of an order of 


_ Congreſs, together with a copy of 


his commiſſion and appointment. 
Third, A letter — Read, 
Eſq; Secretary to General Waſning · 
ton, among other things intimating 
the deſire of the general, that the 
cloathing lately intercepted by the 
committee 
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cammittee of Philadelphia ſhould be 
forwarded to. the camp for the uſe of 
the American army. | 
Reſolved, That the above cloa- 
thing be immediately forwarded, un- 
der a proper guard, by the delegates 
of Pennſylvania to General Waſhing- 
ton for the uſe of the American ar- 


_. | 

Fourth A letter from the commit- 
tee of ſalety in New-York, with an 
encloſed copy of a letter from General 
Waſhington. 
Theſe being taken into conſideration, 

Ordered, That the delegates for 
Pennſylvania prepare and lay before 
the Congreſs to-morrow an account 
of the powder belonging to the 
United Colonies received, and how it 
is diſpoſed of, alſo an account of all 
the powder now in this city, 

Reſolved, That Edward Flem- 


ming, Eſq; be appointed ceputy ' 


adjutant general for the army in the 
New-York or Northern department, 
with the rank of a colonel, and that 
the preſident make out a commiſſion 
for him accordingly, and forward the 
ſame by the firſt opportunity, 

Ordered, That the 2 for- 
ward to General Schuyler four hun- 
dred blank commiſſions for the offi- 
cers in his army, to be by him filled 
up 8 to the order of Con- 

reſs. 

Fiſth, Sundry letters from General 
Schuyler, which being taken into 
conſideration. | 
| Reſolved, That Samuel Stringer, 
Eq; be appointed director of the 
hoſpital * chief phyſician and ſur- 
geon for the army in the Norchern de- 
partment. 

That the pay of the ſaid Samuel 
Stringer, as director, phyſician and 
ſurgeon, be four dollars per day. 

hat he be authorized and have 
power to appoint a number of ſur- 
geons mates under him not exceed - 
ing four. 

That the pay of ſaid mates be two 
thirds of a dollar per day. 


That the number be not kept 
conſtant pay, unleſs the ſick an 
wounded be ſo numerous as to re- 
quire the conſtant attendance of four, 
and to be dimimſhed as circum- 
ſtances will admit, for which reaſon 
the pay is fixed by the day, that they 
may only receive pay for actual ſer- 
vice. | 

That the deputy commiſſary ge- 
neral be directe ay ay Dr. Strin ter 
for the medicines he has purchaſed 
for the uſe of the army, and that he 
purchaſe and forward ſuch other me- 
dicines as General Schuyler ſhall, by 
his warrant, direct, for the uſe of 
ſaid army. I | 

That Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch, Mr, 

ay, Mr. J. Adams and Mr. Lewis, 

a committee to deyiſe ways and 
means for ſupplying the continental 
army with medicines. 
The delegates for Pennſylvania ap- 
pointed, at the Jaſt ſeſſion, a com- 
mittee to ſettle and pay the expences 
incyrred for raiſing and armi 
rifle companies, as well as thoſe in- 
curred in conſequence of a reſolve for 
raiſing a company of Huſlars and for 


expreſſes, &c. intormed the Congreſs 
that on account cf ſundry difficulties. 


they had not executed that ſervice 
and deſired that ſome members from 
other colonies, where debts have been 
contracted, may be added, where- 


upon, 

DR ckolved, That Mr. Chaſe, Mr, 
Nelfon, Mr. Crane, Mr. Jay, and 
Mr, Deane, be added to the dele- 
legates for Pennſylvania, and thay 
any five of them be a quorum to ſet- 
tle and pay the above accounts and 
make report of their proceedings to 
Congreſs. | : 

The 
Georgia informed the Congreſs, that 

reeable to an _ trom their con- 
ſtituents, they had ſun apers 

from that colony to 1 
Congreſs. | 
The papers being produced were read. 

The commiſſioners for Indian - 


delegates from the colony of 
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6irs in the Northern department hav- 
Ing tranſmitted to the Congreſs the 
minutes of a treaty held with the Six 
Nations at Albany in Auguſt, the 
ſame were read. N Is. 
The Congreſs then reſumed the 
2 of the letter received 
from Meſſrs. L. Morris and J. Wil- 
ſon of the 6th inſtant. | 


he is hereby empowered to act as a 


commiſſioner for Indian affairs in the 


middle department at the treaty pro- 

ſed” to be held there on the 234d 
iſtant, Dr. Franklin the ſtanding 
commiſſioner, not being able to 
attend. ES. 


* Ordered, That the preſident write 


to Meſſrs. Morris and Wilſon, and 


inform them of the foregoing reſo- | 
. Sullivan, Eſq; now engaged in the 
army, in conjunction with Capt. 


lution. | 
Adjourned till 10 o'clock to morrow. 


Friday September 15, 1775, © 
1 1 ; ne ; 


Reſolved, That Doctor 

Walker be ted a commiſſioner 
for Indian affairs in the middle de- 
zent, in the room of P. Henry, 
: Who has declined that ſervice. 
N The delegates from Georgia in- 
formed he Oom reſs, that when the 
convention of that colony agreed to 
enter into the continental aſſociation, 
reſolved, among other things, 
i that if any veſſel arrived from 
Great-Britain, hętween the ſixth day 
of July and the fixth day of Auguſt, 
the goods imported ſhould, at'the op- 
tion of the importer, either be reſnip- 
ped or put into ſtore, and there remain 
until the Congreſs determined what 
Would be done with them :” That 
during that time two veſſels had ar- 
rived wk goo, which were ftored ; 
they therefore defired the determina- 
tion of the Congreſs on that matter. 

- After ſome debate thereon, 
| Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the convention of Georgia to 
cauſe the cargoes, which have arrived 
there from Great-Britain or Ireland 
þetween the fixth day of July and the 


1 W 5 


ſixth day of Auguſt, at the election 
of the bo ietors, either to be ſent 
back or ſold at public auction; that 
out of the monies ariſing from ſuch 
fales the proprietors or ſhippers be 
paid the prime coſt of ſaid cargoes, and 
all charges attending the ſame, and 
that the overplus be retained by the 


ſaid convention, and by them applied 
Reſolved, That Col. Lewis Mor- 
Tis, who is now at Pittſburgh be, and 


toward putting their province into a 
ſture of defence. 
Adjourned till g o'ctock to- morrow. 
Saturday September 16, 1775. 
The delegates from New-Hamp- 
ſhire attended in Congreſs and pro- 
duced their credentials, which were 
read and approved, and are as follows, 
Colony of Neav Hampſbire, in Congreſ; 
at Exeter, Auguſt 23, 1775. 
Voted, That Col, Joſiah Bartlett 
be appointed in the room of John 


ohn Langdon to repreſent this colony 
in the Congreſs of the United Colo- 
nies at Philadelphia, and that either 
of them, in the abſence of the other, 
have full power to repreſent this co- 
lony at d Congreſs. * 
Sigued, MATTRARZ]W] Tuox N rox, 
| _- * Phyngeat; 
A true Copy from the Journal. 
Atteſt. E. Thompſon, Secetary, 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſfi- 


. deration of the letters from General 


Waſhington, No. 4. 5. and 6. and 
one ſince received, but not numbered, 
and after debate. | 
Reſolved, That the further confi- 
deration of them be deferred till Mon- 
day next. * 
| Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
n Wedneſday next take into conſider. 
ation» the ſtate of the trade of Ame- 
rica. | 
Adjourned till Monday next g o'clock, 
Menday, September 18, 1775. 
The committee appointed to ſettle 
the accounts of the rifle- men, &c. 
laid before the Congreſs the account 
of Mr. Weſt and Mr. Donnaldſon, 
amounting to 530354 dollars, math 
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by them advanced for the purchaſe of 
rifles and ſhirts, &c. for the privates 
of ſeveral campanies, which is 
charged to the reſpective companies, 
and for blankets and ammunition ſup- 
plied them, which is charged to the 
continent, which account the com- 
mittee have examined and find juſt. 
| Ordered, That the committee pay 
| the above. account. 
An expreſs arriving with letters 
from General Schuyler, dated Iſle au 
Noix, Sept. 8th, and the ſame being 
read 


Reſolved, That the conſideration 
of the letters from General Waſh- 
ington be deferred till to-morrow. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will 
to-morrow take into conſideration 
the letters from General Schuyler. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock, 

Tueſday, September 19, 1775- 

The Congreſs took into conſider- 
ation the letters from General Schuy- 
ler, 

Ordered, That the ſecretary pub- 
liſh an authentic account of the in- 
telligence received. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Deane, Mr. 
Chaſe, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. Jay, 
be a committee to prepare the draught 
of a letter to General Schuyler. 

A motion being made in behalf of 
one Col. John Fenton, who had been 
taken into cuſtody by the convention 
of New-Hampſkhire, for being con- 
cerned in ' meaſures dangerous to the 
rights of Americans, and who by 
order of the general now remains, 
n his his parole, a priſoner at Hart- 
ord ; that he may be permitted to 
po to Great-Britain or Ireland. 

Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 
on be inſtructed to diſcharge the ſaid 
olonel John Fenton from cuſtody, 
n his giving his parole of honor to 
roceed to New-York, and from 
ence to>Great-Britain or Ireland, 
nd not to take up arms againſt the 
ood people of this continent. 
Relolved, That the Congreſs will 
norrow take into conſideration the 


y ters from General Waſhington, 


. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock, 
Wedneſday, September 20, 1775. 
Reſolved, That the preſident write 

to the provincial convention of New- 

York, or the committee of ſafety ; 

directing them immediately to equip 

and ſend forward the whole of the 
troops ordered to be raiſed to join 

General Schuyler with all poſſible ex- 

pedition. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
ou a letter to General Schuyler, 
rought in the ſame, which being de- 
bated, corrected and approved. 


Ordered, That it be ſigned by the 


preſident and forwarded immediately. 
' Ordered, That a copy of General 
Schuyler's letter, and of the encloſed 
papers, and of the letters ſent to 
General Schuyler be immediately for- 
warded to General Waſhington, 

The Congreſs reſumed the con- 
ſideration of the letters from General 


Waſhington. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Gridley have 
a commiſſion as colonel of ar- 
tillery. 


That the appointment of a briga- 
dier general be deferred · ll to- mor- 


row. 


The ſubje& of trade to this daß 


referred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 
 Thurſaay September 21, 1775. 


The committee of accounts laid bee 


fore the Congreſs ſundry accounts, 
VIZ, | 
An account of Timothy Matlock, 
employed as a clerk, amounting to 
162 dollars. 

An account of James Milligan for 


ſundry fail cloth, Ruſſia ſheeting, 


oznabrigs, &c. bought at the defire 
of Mr. Wilſon by order of the Con- 
greſs, for the uſe of the continental 
army, amounting to 48429 dollars. 
An account from the committee of 
Berks advanced for ſandry rifle com- 
anies, amounting to 5521+ dollars 
including a conſiderable ſum advan- 
ced to Colonel Thompſon. * 
Ordered, That the two firſt be 
paid 
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Haid immediately, and that the laſt 


reſerred back to the committee 


far examination, and if found juſt 
that they pay it. a 

Reſolved That the appointment 

of a Brigadier General be deferred. 

The Congreſs then reſumed the 
conſideration of the General's letters, 
and thereupon came to the following 
reſolutions, 

Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 
ton be ordered to iſſue commiſſions to 
Majors Box, Scammel and Brewer 
&s Brigade Majors: 

That the pay of the judge advocate 
in the army in the Maſfachuſetr's Bay, 
for himſelf and his clerk be fifty dol- 
lars per month from the time of his 
appointment: 


pointed to take into conſideration the 
memorial of the commiſlaty general, 
and report their opinion on the beſt 
means of ſupplying the army with 


Ne. 
Phe ballots being brought in and 
examined, the perſons were 


elected, viz. Mr. Uling, Mr. 
Deane, Mr. P. Livingſton, Mr. 
Cuſhing, and Mr. Ward. 


Reſolved, That General Schuyler 
be impowered to nominate and ap- 
— a proper perſon to che office of 

igade major in the army under his 
command; and to iſſue a commiiſſion 
accordingly. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will 
to-morrow take into confideration 
the ſtate of the trade of North- 
America. 

Adjourned to 9g o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, September 22, 1775. 

The committee of claims reported, 

That the account of Andrew M“ 
Nair, door keeper, for his ſervice, 
amounting to 578 dollars is reaſon- 
able and ought to be paid. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid; 

Sundry letters were laid before the 
Congreſs and read, viz. 

Two, from the committee of ſafe- 
ty in New-Yc:!; vith luncry papers 
encloſed. 


hat a committee of five 1 


One, from Mr. Mofris aid Mi 


Wilſon, dated Pi „ Septembet The b 
14; with ſundry papers encloſed. mined, th 
| The committee of ſafety for Penn- choſen, I 
ſylvania having informed the Con- Willing, 
greſs that they have taken into cu(: Langdon. 
tody Major Rogers, an officer in the he « 
King's ſervice, | duced twa 
Reſolved, That in caſe the com. of James 
mittee find nothing againſt - Majet One fi 
Rogers, except that of his being z i captain of 
halt-pay officer, he be diſcharged on WM from Mar 
giving his parole not to take up arm ſylvania c 
againſt the inhabitants of America The oth 
in the pteſent controverſy between ¶ ſop a capt: 
Great-Britain and Ametica. ny from A 
The order of the day being read. pounds Pe: 
Reſolved, That a committee be MW dollars, re 
appointed to take into confideration ¶ reſpective 
the ſtate of the trade of America ani Cambridge 
report their opinion; rice. 
hat the committee conſiſt of feven, © Ordered, 
The ballots being taken and ex-Wbe paid tc 
amined, the following perſons wen charged to 
choſen, viz. Dr. Franklin, Mr. J. Ordered t 
Rutledge, Mr. Jay, Mr. Randolph, Wed to deviſe 
Mr, Johnſon, Mr. Deane; and Mr.Wplying the a 
Willing. buy a parc 
The committee of claims rted,Wof Mr. Rap 
that the account of William Shade prime e 
amounting to forty eight dollars foi Adjourne' 
his ſervices as meſſenger laſt ſeſſion iFÞnext. 
reaſonable and ought to be paid. Monday, 
Ordered, That che above accoun The Cong 
be paid. he letters f. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clockW\o. 5 and 
Saturday, September 23, 1775. Fumbered. 
Reſolved, That a committee b Reſolved, 
appointed to purchaſe a quantity Mhree be app 
woollen goods for the uſe of the aniwer. 
my, to the amount of five thouſan] The ballo 
pounds ſterling. ined, the f 
That the ſaid goods when boug! hoſen, viz. 
be placed in the hands of the quaridÞ"d Mr. Ad: 
maſter general of the continental af} The comn 
mies, and that the ſame be by theſfepreſented t. 
ſold out to the private ſoldiers of (a{®nſequence « 
armies at prime coſt and charges, i Hated the fir 
cluding a commiſſion of five per cen ave drawn ou 
to the ſaid quarter maſters general f ten thouſan 
their trouble. | d above th 
That the committee conſiſt of fiveP*aſurers for 
ouſand nine 
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The ballot being taken and exa- 
mined, the following members were 
choſen, Mr. Dewis, Mr. Alſop, Mr. 
Willing, Mr. Deane, and Mr. 
Langdon, *. 

he committee of claims pro- 
duced two receipts for money received 
of James Whitehead. 

One —— by Richard Brown, a 
captain of one of the rifle companies 
from Maryland for fifty pounds Penn- 
fylvania currency, 133 dollars. 

The other figned by Michael Creſ- 
ſop a captain of the other rifle compa- 
ny from Maryland, for one hundred 
pounds Pennſylvania currency, 2665 
dollars, received for the uſe of their 
reſpective companies marching to 
Cambridge in the continental ſer- 
ice, 

Ordered, that the above accounts 
be paid to James Whitehead and 
charged to the reſpective companies. 
ered that the committee appoint- 
| to deviſe ways and means of ſup- 
plying the army with medicines, do 
buy a parcel of drugs in the hands 
pf Mr. Rapalje, which he offers at 
ie prime coſt. 

Adjourned to o'clock on Monday 
next. 

Monday, 8 ber 25, 1778. 
The Con K Lese e 
he letters from General Waſhington, 

0. 5 and 6, and two others not 
numbered. | 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
hree be appointed to prepare an 
nſwer. | 
The ballots being taken and exa- 
ined, the following members were 
hoſen, viz. Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, 
d Mr. Adams. 

The committee of claims having 
epreſented to the Congreſs that, in 
onſequence of the order of Congreſs, 
ated the firſt of Auguſt laſt, they 
ave drawn out of the treaſury the ſum 
f ten thouſand dollars, and that over 
nd above they have drawn on the 
eaſurers for the further ſum of one 


louſand nine hundred and twenty · ſix 


dollars and one quarter of a dollar, to 
diſcharge ſundry accounts, which the 
Congreſs ordered them to pay, they 
therefore move that the Congreſs will 
iſſue an order for the ſame to indem- 
nify the treaſurers. 

The Congreſs taking this matter 
into conſideration. 

Reſolved, That the committee's 
draughts for the above ſum be deem- 
ed valid and allowed good in the 
treaſurer's accounts. 

As accounts are brought in, differ- 
ent from thoſe committed to the fore= 

oing committee to liquidate, and as 
It is proper that the accounts of the 
continent be put into a proper train 
of liquidation and ſettlement, 'in or- 
der for payment. 

Reſolved, that a commitee of gc- 


counts or claims be now appointed, 


to conſiſt of one member from each of 
the United Colonies, to whom all ac- 
counts againſt the continent are to be 


referred, who are to examine and re- 


port upon the ſame, in order for 
payment, ſeven of them to be a 
quorum. 


That the committee conſiſt of the : 


following members, viz. Mr. Lang- 
don, Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Willing, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnſon, 
Mr. Nelſon, Mr. Gadſden, 
Doctor Zubly. 

That the fotmer committee deliver 
to the committee now appointed all 
the books, accounts, and papers in 
their hands, 

The delegates from Pennſylvania 
produced an account of the powder 
imported, and how it has been dif- 
poſed of. | 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 


deration of the letter from Meſſrs. 

Morris and Wilſon, of 14th Septem- 

ber, with the encloſed papers, and 

after ſome debate, the ſame was re- 

ferred till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, September 26, 1775. 
The —_ of the day was called 


for, 
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| for, but as the delegates fot Virginia. 


and Pennſylvania were not preſent, 
the confideration of the letters and 
pers from Meſſrs. Morris and Wil- 
was deferred till to-morrow. | 
The committee appointed to pre- 
an -anſwet to General Waſh- 
ington's letters reported the ſame, 
which was read, debated and agreed 


to. ' 

Ordered, That the ſame being 
tranſcribed be ſigned by the preſident 
and forwarded immediately. 

The committee appointed to exa- 
mine the Journal of the Congreſs du- 
—＋ laſt ſeſſions in order for the 


, m_ a copy, Which was in 
part read, 


Ordered, That the remainder be 


read to-morrow. 
Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, September 27, 1775. 
committee of claims appli 


to the Congreſs for advice how to 


charge ſundry accounts, and the ſame 
being taken into conſideration. 
Reſolved, That the expence of ket- 
tles, canteens and ſpoons, ſupplied 
to the ſoldiers be charged to the con- 


Reſolved, That the ſum of one 


hundred and ſixty thouſand dollars be 
paid to Connecticut, for ſupplies iſ- 
ſued by that Colony for the ſervice 
of the United Colonies, to be account- 
ed for by them. 

The committee of claims reported 
that in their opinion the following 


accounts were reaſonable and ought 


to be paid. 

A ance due to Robert Erwin, 
waggon-maſter, amounting to 8877 
of a dollar. tmp 

An account of George Frank for 
nding expreſs, amounting to 38 dol- 

8. | 


An account of the committee of 


Northampton county, for money ad- 
van r ſundry rifle companies, 


amounting to 318232 of a dollar. 
| Ordered that the above accounts be 


- A 
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The Congreſs reſumed the conſider. 
ation of the report, of the committee 
appointed to examine the journals 
of the laſt ſeſſions, and the ſame be. 
ing read. 

Ordered, That the journal as now 
corrected be publiſhed by the ſecreta- 
ry, and that he ſuperintend and cor. 
rect the preſs. 

A memorial of Samuel and Robert 
Purviance was preſented and read, 
ſetting forth, that they had chartered 
a veſſel to carry a load of wheat, 
that the ſaid veſſel in going from Phi. 
ladelphia to Cheſter-Town, Mary- 
land, was loſt in the late ſtorm, by 
which they were prevented from ex- 

rting, before the 1oth of Septem- 

r, the cargo, which they had aQu- 
ally purchaſed, and theretore praying 
for liberty to export the cargo to a fo- 
reign port. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Certain reſolutions of the commit- 
tee of the city and liberties of Phila- 
delphia, reſpecting an application 
made to. them by a captain, for leave 
to take a cargo of flour to Gloceſter, 
in Maſſachuſett's-B ay, were laid be- 
fore che Congreſs and read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned to 9g o'clock on Friday. 

Friday, September 29, 1775 

A letter from , W ton, 
dated the 21ſt of September, with 
ſundry encloſed papers, being re- 
ceived by expreſs, was laid before 
Congreſs and read. | 

The committee of claims reported 
as their opinion that the following ac- 
counts ought to be paid. 

A ballance due to John Powell, 
for riding expreſs, amounting to 
455 dollars. 

An account of Matthias Slough, 
for money advanced to the rifle com- 
panies amounting to 71034 dollars, 

An account of James Alexander for 
riding expreſs, a ballance due to him, 
amounting to 17233 dollars. 

Ordered that the above accounts 
be paid. 
Reſolved, 
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 Refolved, That when any accounts 
are ordered to be paid, the orders be 
drawn on the treaſurers and * 
by the preſident. 4 

Reſolved, that a committee of three 
members be appointed to repair im- 
mediately to the camp at Cambridge, 
to confer with General Waſhington, 
und with the Governor of Connecti- 
cut, ligutenant governor of Rhode- 
Iſland, the council of Maſſachuſett's, 
and the reſident of the convention 
of New Hampſhire, and ſuch other 
perſons as to the ſaid committee 
mall ſeem proper, touching the moſt 
effectual method of continuing, ſup- 
porting and regulating a continental 


Rte, That the appointment 
of ſaid committee be deferred till ta- 
morrow. 

Adjourned to-g o'clock to-morrow, 
aturday, September 30, 1775. 

The Congreſs proceeded to the 
election of a committee, and the bal. 
lots being examined, Mr. Lynch, 
and Dr. Franklin, were found to be 
ue | elected by a majority of votes, 

two other members having an 
equal number, 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs pro- 
ceed to the election of another mem- 
ber for the committee, and that this 
rule be obſerved in all fimilar caſes. 

Accordingly * the ballots being 
taken, the committee of examination 
reported, that Mr. Harriſon is s duly 
elected. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
ive members be appointed to draw up 
inſtructions for the above committee. 

The ballots being taken the fol- 
lowing members were choſen, Mr. 
1 om Way Mr. Lee, * Johnſon, 


18 n | Mr. S. 


Reſolved, That the 9 in- 
form General Waſhington by expreſs, 
of the reſolution” of Congreſs, ap- 
pointing a committee to wait on him, 
in order to conſult with him, touch- 
ing . moſt effectual — of 


continuing, ſupporting. and . 
ting a continental army. 

That a letter to the ſame import 
be written to che Governor of Con- 
necticut, and that the preſident there - 
in requeſt him, in caſe he cannot him: 
ſelf attend, that he will appoint a 
perſon to repteſent that colony, and 
confer with the committee of the 


Congreſs on the e. intruſted to 
them. *. 


That like letters be written to the 
council of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, and to 
the lieutenant governor of RhodeslIſ- 
land, and to the prefident of the con- 
vention of New-Hampfhire. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that in their 'opinion the oy 
accounts ought to be paid. 

A certificate preſented by Willian 
Hall, figned by captain Daniel Mor- 

n, for neceſſaries furniſhed —4 

rge Kyſer to his el by 

ther certificate preſented 

Hall, and figned i by ſaid D. — 
for neceſſaries furniſhed his company 
by Meſheck Sexton, both the above 
ſums amounting in the whole to ſe- 
venty- one dollars and two thirds of a 
dollar, to be charged to * Moe 


gan 's company. 


An account of neceffaries farniſhed 
by John Jordan of Lahcaſter, for 
captain Roſs and | captain. Smith's 


companies of rifle men, amounting: 


to 4325 dollars to mu te 
continent, 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
de paid. 

The committee appointed to con - 
ſider the trade of America brought in 
their report, Which was 4 and re- 
ferred to Monday next. 

Adjourned to 10 0 clock on Mon- 
day nexts ; 

Monday, October 2, 1775. 4 

The Congreſs took into co 
tion the report of the committee on 
trade, and after ſome debate, 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to- morrow reſolve itſelf into a com 


mittee of the whole, to, take into 
C2 x" + 1 


* * ew) 


. Kderation the ſtate of the trade of the 
" Thirteen United Calonies. 

That the above report be referred 
to — dommittee. 
pare inſtructions reported a draught, 
which being read and debated by pa- 
ragraphs was ed to. 

Ordered, That « fair copy be made 
aut and delivered tothe committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the general. 

- 'Refolved, That where the word 
month is uſed, the Congreſs means 
calendar month, by which the pay 


of the men in the ſervice of the conti- 
nent is to be ted. 
Refolved, That the pay of the 


d lieutenants in the marching 
regiments be the ſame as that of the 
1 — * 
urned to g o'c to- morrow . 

— Tas/elay, gde 1775. 

The committee of claims reported 
that in their opinion the following ac- 
Counts ought to be paid. | 


The account of Frederic Bicking 


for-56 reams of paper for the conti- 
_— amounting to 388 


The account of Samuel Boughman, 

for the entertainment of Captain 
Nos company, amounting to 1477 
dollars. n 
Two accounts from the committee 
of Trenton for waggonage and ſun- 
dry expreſſes, amounting together to 
the ſum of 103+ dollars. 

Two accounts delivered in by Caſ- 
per Weitzal, for expences for diet 
and prov fiohs for captain Lowden's 
co any of rifie-men, amounting to- 
gether to the ſum of 444 dollars. 


Two counts delivered in by 


Miles and Witter, for neceſſaries fur- 
niſhed by John Harris, jun. and 
Elias Yourikman, to captain Low- 
den's company of ritie-men, amount- 
ing to 96 dollars, to be charged to 
faid 2 5 
Ordcred, That the above accqunts 


The committee of claims further 
o e- Ness * — 2 — _ 


-— 


* 


o 


reported an account of Frederick 
Blankenberg and Leonard Stein, te- 
tained as huſſars, on which they de- 
fired to know the determination of 
Congreſs, ; 
Ordered, That the above named 
Frederick Blankenhurg and Leonard 
Stein be allowed to retain the cloaths 
made for them, and that over and 
above they be paid 16 dollars each, 
for the time they were retained in 
ſervice. » - | 
Reſolved, That the commiſſary 
2 conttact for ſuch quantities of 


f and pork as may be thought pro- 
by . and have the 


2 ſalted up in convenient houſes 


near the camp, according to his 
ſcheme recommended by the general 
to the conſideration of the Congress. 

Reſalved, That the ſum ot three 
hundred thouſand dollars be immedi- 
ately ſent to the paymaſter general 
for the uſe of the army in the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, 

Reſolved, That the committee 
who are appointed to repair to the 
camp be requeſted to take the charge 
of the above ſum, or as much of ; 
as they conveniently can. 

' Reſolved, That the expence of 
the committee be paid out of the 
continental treaſury. + 

One of the delegates for Rhode. 
Ifland laid before the Congreſs a 
part of the inſtructions given them by 
their two houſes of legiſlature, Au- 

uſt 26, 1775. 
5 Reſolved, That the Congreſs will 
on Friday next take the above into 
conſideration. ä 


” 


Reſolved, that the committee ap- 
ointed to repair to the camp do con · 


r with Mr. Rittenhouſe, and en- 


quire of him whether he apprehends 
he can be of ſervice to the continent 
as an engineer, and if he can, to 
engage him and defire he would with 
all convenient ſpeed repair to the 


camp. 
' Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
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nue of the whole, to take into con- 


ſideration the ſtate of the trade of the 
colonies. 17 85 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, October 4, 1775. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that in their opinion, the following 
account ought to be paid. 

An account of the committee of 
Bedford county, for neceſſaries fur 
pies N the company of rifle - men 

| raiſed therein, amounting to + 
— of which ſum 1285 4 ＋ 
ought to be charged to the continent, 
and the remaining ſum of 6263 dollars 
ought to be charged to Captain Ro- 
bert Clogage's company, as ſo much 
of their pay advanced to them. | 
a; - 
F Two members who undertook to 
xeceiye and count the money, for 
which an order paſſed yeſterday to be 
ſent to the pay-maſter general, report- 
ed that they found only 189,467 dol- 
lars ready in the treaſury, which they 
received and have packed up ready to 
be ſent forward, for, which they gave 
their own. receipts, and now return 
the order drawn by the preſident. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the ſtate of the trade 
of the Thirteen United Colonies, and 
after ſome time ſpent therein, the 

refident reſumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported, that the com- 
mittee had taken into conſideration the 
matter referred to them, but not hav- 
ing come to ady reſolution defired 
leave ta ſit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole to take into fur- 
ther conſideration the ſtate of the trade 
of the Thirteen United Colonies, 
Adjourned to 9g o'clock to-morrow. 

' Thur/day, October 5, 1775. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, 

the Congreſs refolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 


— — — — — — << OEIPny—_——n—_m—_—__—m nn. my — — — 


farther conſideration the flate of the 
trade of the Thirteen United Colonies, 
and after ſome time ſpent therein, the 
Regs reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Vard reported, that not having come 
to any reſolution, they defied leave 
to ſit again. 
Relolved that this Congreſs will 


* 


to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 


mittee of the whole, to take into their 
farther confideration the ſtate of the 
trade of the Thirteen United Colonies, 

Sundry letters from London, were 
laid before the Congreſs and read. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that in their opinion the following ac- 
counts ought to be paid: . 

An account of Mrs, Stille, of 
Trenton, for the expences of Captain 
Rois and others, to be charged to 
the ſaid Roſs, until he makes ita 
pear to be juſt and reaſonable that 3 
ſame be charged to the continent, 
amounting to 3253 dollars. | 

An account of Charles Axford for 
proviſions for Captain Roſs's compa- - 
ny, amounting to 8 dollars. 

An account rendered by Charity 
Britton, for proviſions for the ſame 
company, amounting to 97150 dollars. 

An account rendered by Joſeph 
Clunn, for provitions for the ſame 
company, amounting to 71 dollars. 

An account of William and Tho- 
mas Bradford, for printing, amount- 
* 1787, dollars. 

* rdered, That the above accounts 
aid. 

Reſolved, That Timothy Matlack, 


of this city, be employed as a ſtore 


keeper, and that the implements pro- 


vided for the huſſars, and the tents 


and linen, &c. purchaſed for the ar- 
my, be put under his care. 

Adjourned to 9g o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, October 6, 1775. 

Two letters from General Schuyler, 
dated Ticonderoga, 25th and 28th 
September, with ſundry papers in- 
cloſed, were read. 

Reſolved, That orders iſſue to the 
continental treaſurers, to collect for 

| contin ental 
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_ attentive to 


tinental bills a quantity of ſilver 
25 gold, not exceeding 53, 200 dol- 
lan in value, for the uſe of the army 
in 228 850 

he Congreſs taking into con 
deration the letter bog New-York, 
reſpeRing the fortifications. ordered 
to be efected on Hudſon's river. 


© Reſolved, That a committee of 


three be appointed, to report to-mor- 
row morning an anſwer to the conven- 
tion of New-York, - 

Tube following members were choſen 
by ballot, viz. Mr. Morton, Mr. 

ean, and Mr. R. Livingſton. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a plan, &c. brought in a farther 
report, which was read. 

' Ordered, To lie on the table, for 


. the peruſal of the members. 


The order of the day was renewed, 
and the conſideration of the inftruc- 
tions given to the delegates of Rhode- 
Hand referred to this day, was put of 
to Monday, 16th inſtant, 

" Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, October 7, 1275 

Ordered, That the prefident draw 
on the treaſurers, in — of Fran- 
cis Lewis, John Alſop, Thomas 
Willing, Silas Deane, and John 
Langdon, Eſqrs. for the ſum of five 


thouſand pounds · ſterling, td pay for 
the goods they were * to pur- 
chaſe for the uſe of the continental 


army. 
The committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the letter from the 


convention of New-York, brought 


I their report, which being read and 
debated was agreed to as follows. 
That the provincial convention of 
New-York be directed immediately 
to render Hudſon's river defenſible, 
that in doing this they be particularly 
ferm ſuch works as may 
be finiſhed before the winter ſets in — 
as it is very doubtful whether any 
ftone work can be properly made at 


this advanced ſeaſon, it is ſubmitted 
to the judgement of the ſaid conyen- 
ton whether it could not be more 


TEE 


cheaply and expeditiouſly done 

works of wood or faſcines; If 7 
ſhould, think otherwiſe, that they be 
directed to go on with the work in 
the way which they think beſt, ſince 
it is the opinion of the Con 

that the work ſhould by no means be 


_ neglected. 


But if the work be already begun 
on the plan ſent us, that they render 
ſuch parts as can be firſt finiſhed defen. 
ible, @ that the labour be not 
thrown away, if an attack ſhould be 
made before the whole can be finiſhed, 

That the convention be directed to 
enquire whether there are not ſome 
other 2. where ſmall batteries 
might be erected fo as to annoy the 
enemy on their paſſage, particularly 
a few heavy cannon at or near Moore 
houſe, and at a point on the wel 
ſhore, a little above Verplank' 
point. 7 | 

That it be recommended to faid 
convention to eſtabliſh at proper diſ. 
tances, poſts to be ready to give intel- 
ligence to the country, in caſe of any 
invaſions, or by ſignals to give alarms 
in caſe of danger, and that they con- 
fer with the aſſembly of Connecticut, 


. and convention of Neu- Jerſey, on the 


ſpeedieſt manner of conveying intel- 
ligence in ſuch cafes, and receiving 
aſſiſtance when neceſſary, | 

That the convention be farther di- 


rected to take #* moſt effectual me- 


thod to obſtruct the n igation of the 
ſaid river, if upon examination they 
find it practicable. | 
Reſolved, That orders be ſent to 
General Worſter, in caſe he has no 
orders to the contrary from General 
Schuyler, that he immediately return 
to the batteries erecting in the high 
lands, and there leave as many of bis 
troops, as the conductors of the work 
ſhall think neceſſary for compleating 
them, and that he repair with the re- 
mainder to New-York. | 
A member of Pennſylvania laid be- 
fore the Congreſs a reſolve paſſed in 
the Houſe of Aſſembly, in theſe * 
a 
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„ Sept. 30, 1775. A. M. 
he houſe taking into conſideration 
the ſeveral letters tent down yeſterday 
by the governor, acquainting him 
with the intruſion of a number of peo- 
le into this province, under a pre- 
tended claim of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, to the great annoyance of 
the cople of this province, 
2 That the — for 
this province be ſpecially directed to 
lay the ſame before the.Congreſs, with 
the miſchievous tendency the purſuing 


ſuch meaſures will have, and procure 


the aid of that aſſembly to quiet the 
nines of the good people of this pro- 
vince, and prevent further intruſion 
or extenſion of ſettlements under the 
ſaid claim, until the matter ſhall be 
determined by the King and Council, 
to whom both fides have ſubmitted the 
diſpute. * 

Extract from the journals, 
Crna. Moors, clerk of aſſembly, 
Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 

ferred to the delegates for Connecti- 
cut and Pennſylvania, who are de- 
fired to report thereon on Monday 


next. 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
Mefirs. Morris and Wilſon of the 
14th of w_ be taken into conſider- 
tion on Monday next. 

The order of the day being renewed. 


( ig 


Reſolved, That a committee of 
five members be appointed to take the 
ſame into conſideration and report an 
anſwer. | 

The following members choſen, 
viz, Mr. Adams, Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Chaſe, Mr. 
R. Livingſton, and Mr. Deane. 

The delegates of Pennſylvania and 
Connecticut informing the Congreſs, 
that they were not yet ready to make 
a report on the matters referred to 
them, | 

Ordered, That they prepare and 
bring in their report on Wedneſday 
next. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the convention of New- Jerſey, that 
they immediately raiſe at the expence 
of the continent two battalions con- 
fiſting of eight companies each, and 
each company of 68 privates, offi- 
cered with one captain, one lieute- 
nant, one enſign, four ſerjeants, and 
four corporals. 

That the privates be inliſted for one 
year, at the rate of five dollars 
calendar month, liable to be diſ- 
charged at any time, on allowing them 
one month's pay extraordinary, 

That each of the privates be al- 
lowed inftead of a bounty, one felt 
hat, a yarn. 


Adjourned to g o*clock on Monday own arms. 


Monday, October , 1775. 
A letter 2. ole pb Tambon, 
ommiſſary General, dated Sept. 23, 
1775, was read, defiring that £500 
lawtul money, 1666 & dollars be paid 
o Mr. Tracy, for money by him ad- 
anced to Colonel Arnold, for the 
ſe of the continent, and that the 
ame be charged to his account. 


avour of Mr. Tracy, and that the 
ame be charged as above, 

A letter from General Schuyler, 
lated the 19th of Sept. with one en- 
loſed from Gen. Montgomery, and 
undry other papers were read - 


Ordered, That the preſident draw ' 
dn the treaſurers for the above ſum in 


That the pay of the officers, for Tod 


the preſent be the ſame, as that of 
the officers in the preſent continental 
army, and in caſe the pay of the of- 
ficers in the army is augmented, the 
pay of the officers in theſe battalions 
ſhall, in like manner, be augmented 
from the time of their engaging in the 
ſervice. DO 

The order of the day being renewed. 

Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 
T we/day, October 10, 1775. 

The committee of claims reported 
the following accounts reaſonable, and 
which ought to be paid, viz. 

The account * 
tranſlating the addreſs of the United 

Colonies 
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Colonies to the inhabitants of 
bec, amounting to eight dollars, 

William Govett's account of the 
ces of a party of 27 men eſcort- 

ing powder to Trenton, amounting to 
67 8 dollars. | 
David Rittenhouſe's for 36 cuts for 

continental money, amounting to 48 


dollars. 
2 Thornton's aceount of pro- 
ions and ferriage for part of Capt. 


Roſs's company, amounting to 10 
dollars 


Chriſtopher Ludwig's account for 
ſundry ces in = pow- 
der to 'Ticonderoga, amounting to 
41 1 dollars. 

Ordered, That the faid account be 


The committee appointed to pre- 


2 anſwer to General Schuyler's 


reported a draught, which 
was read and ordered to lie on the 
table for the peruſal of the members. 
A motion being made relative to 
the appointment of officers in the Con- 
tinental Army, and the ſame being 
largely debated the determination 
thereon was deferred till to-morrow. 
The order of the day was renewed. 
2 to g o'clock to-morrow, 
ed, » Ogober 11, 1775. 
A lift of the matters referred to this 
being read. ; 
he tes of Connecticut and 
Pennſylvania were called on to re 
on the matter referred to them, but 


not being yet ready, 

Ordered, That they meet this af- 
ternoon and prepare a report to be 
laid before Congreſs to-morrow, 

The committee of claims reported 
that the following accounts ought to 
be paid, viz. 


The account of the committee of 


Elizabeth-town for cartage, expreſſes, 
and for proviſions to Captain Rofs's 
company, amuunting to 98-3 dollars, 
. 
Captain Roſs. | ; 

ames Leſlie's account of neceſſi - 


ries furniſhed to Captain Rofs's com- 
pany, amounting to 14.8 dollars. 


( 20 ) 


2 That the above accoiiit 
he Con reſumed the conf. 
deration of the motion made yeſter. 
day reſpecting the appointment of 
cers, and, after debate, the fame 
was ned. i - 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to report what 
ſubſiſtence ought to be allowed to the 
officers and ſoldiers in the continental 

, ſervice, when on their march, and in 
quarters before they join the army. 

The members choſen, Mr. Kinſey, 
Mr. Deane, and Mr. Langdon. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the letter to General Schuyler, 
which being debated by paragraphs 
was agreed to. | 

Ordered, That the ſame be tran- 
ſcribed and forwarded. 

The committee appointed on the 
ſubſiſtence, &c. brought in their re- 
port, which being read, was ordered 
to lie on the table to be taken up to- 
morrow. 

The order of the day being renewed, 
Adjourned to g o' clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, October 12, 1775. 

The Congreſs taking into confi- 
deration the report of the committee 
reſpecting ſubſiſtence for the ſoldiers, 
&c 


Reſolved, That each captain and 
Sther cofmiſlioned officer, while in 
the recruiting ſervice of this conti- 
nent, or on their march tg join the 
army, ſhall be allowed two dollars 
and two thirds of a dollar per week 
for their ſubſiſtence, and that the men, 
who inliſt, ſhall each of them, whilt 
in quarters, be allowed one dollar per 
week, and when on their march to 
Join the army, one dollar and one 
third of a dollar for the ſame purpoſe. 

Reſolved, That the preſident tranſ- 
mit to the convention of New-Jerley, 
blank commiſſions, to be filled up by 
the ſaid convention, to the captains 
and ſubaltern officers in the tivo bat- 
talions to be raiſed in that colony; 
and that the appointment of the field 

officen 
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officers be for the preſent ſuſpended, 


until the Congreſs come to a determi- 
nation On that matter, 
John Penn, Eſq; one of the dele- 
tes for North-Carolina appeared in 
Congreſs, and produced his creden- 
tials, which being read, were ap- 
proved, and are as follows : 
North 3 In Congreſs, Sep- 
Hillſborough. I tember 8, 1775. 


« Mr. Caſwell informed the Con- 
grels, that, as they had done him the 
honor to appoint him treaſurer of the 
ſouthern diſtrict of this province, and 
one of the ſigners of the public bills 
of credit, his attending thoſe duties 
would render it entirely out of his 
power to attend the Continental Con- 
greſs as one of the delegates of this 
province, he therefore requeſted this 
Congreſs would be pleaſed to appoint 
ſome other gentleman in his ſtead, 
Wherefore it is reſolved, that John 
penn, Eſq; be, and he is hereby ap- 
pointed a delegate in behalf of this 
province, in conjunction with Wil- 
liam Hooper and Joſeph Hewes, 
Eſqrs. and that he be inveſted with 
the ſame power, and intitled to the 
like allowance, that the ſaid Richard 
Caſwell would have been veſted with, 
and entitled to under a former reſolu- 
tion of this Congreſs. By order, 

ANDREW Knox, ſecretary, 
vigned, Sa. JoHnsSON, Preſident.” 

The committee of claims reported 
their opinion that the following ac- 
counts ought to be paid, | 

Two accounts of Peter Cooper, one 
or ſeveral articles furniſhed Captain 
Creſſop's company in Lancaſter, a- 
mounting to 2 + dollars, to be charg- 
d to ſaid company. The other for 
34 pair of boots made by him for the 
huſſar company amounting to 1133 
dollars. N 

Francis Wade's account of expences 
or bimſelf and a party of 18 men 
ſcorting Governor Skene and Mr. 


undy to New-York, amounting to 


Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. | 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the aſſembly or cemmittee of ſafeiy 
of Pennſylvania, to raiſe one hatta- 
lion on the fame terms as thot- or- 
dered to be raiſed in New-Jcrfey, and 
to be officered in like manner. 
Reſolved, That the men to be en- 
liſted be furniſhed at the continental 
expence with a hunting ſhirt, not ex- 
ceeding in value 14 dollars, and a 
blanket, if to be procured, but not 
to be made part of the terms of en- 
liſtment. | a 
Agreeable to the order of the day 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the ſtate of the trade of 
the Thirteen United Colonies, and 
after ſome time ſpent therein, the pre- 
ſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the committee 
had taken into confideration the mat- 


ter referred to them, but not having 


come to a conclufion, defired him to 
move for leave to fit again, 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into their 
further conſideration the ftate of the 
trade of the Thirteen United Colonies, 

The other matters referred to this 
day being poſtponed, the Congreſs ad- 
journed to 9 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, October 13, 1775. 

Agreeable to the order of the day 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 


their farther conſideration the trade of 


the Thirteen United Colonies, and af- 
ter ſome time ſpent thereon, the pre- 
ſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the committee 
had taken into conſideration the mat- 
ter referred to them, but not having 
yet come to a concluſion, deſired him 
to move for leave to ſit again. 
Whereupon the order was renewed. 
A letter from-General Wathingtan 
dated 5th of October, with ſundry 
* encloſed was read. 
The 
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The Congreſs taking into confider- 


ation the report of the committee, ap- 


inted to prepare a plan, &c. after 

me debate. 3 

Reſolved, That a ſwift failing veſ- 
ſel, to carry ten carriage guns, and a 
proportionable number of {wive!s, with 
eighty men, be fitted with all poſhble 
diſpatch, for a cruize of three months, 
and that the commander be inſtructed 


to cruize eaſtward, for interceptin 


ſuch tranſports as = be laden wit 
warlike ſtores and other ſupplies for 
our enemies, and for ſuch other pur- 
poſes as the Congreſs ſhall direct. 
That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to prepare an eſtimate of the 
expence, and lay the ſame before the 


- Congrels, and to contract with pro- 


perſons to fit out the veſſel. 
Reſolved, That another veſſel be 
fitted out for the ſame purpoſes, and 
that the ſaid committee report their 
opinion of a proper veſſel, and alſo an 


_ eſtimate of the expence. 


The following members were cho- 
ſen to compoſe the committee, Mr. 
Deane, Mr. Langdon, and Mr. 
Gadſden. . 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of the report be referred to 
Monday next. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the memorials of ſundry mer- 


chants of New-York and Philadelphia, 


© reſpecting a quanti y of tea on hand, 


— 


which were referred by the Congreſs 
their laſt ſeſſion, to be taken up at 
this next. : 

Reſolved, That a committee of five 
be appointed to take into conſideration 
the ſaid memorials, and enquire into 
the ſtate of facts, and make report 
thereon to the Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. ]. 
Rutledge, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. ], 
Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Lee. 

The ſeveral matters referred to this 
day were poltponed till to-morrow, to 
which time the Congreſs adjourned to 
meet at g o'clock, 


Saturday, October 14, 1775. 
The Congreſs reſumed the 57 
de ation of the letter from Genen 
Waſhington, and the papers encloſel. 


claſed being 
confideratio 


Reſolved, That a director genen Reſolved 
and chief phyſician of the hoſpital in (ſeallars be 
Maſſachuſett's-Bay, be appointed u aſter gene 
the room of Doctor Church, who z Tast che 
taken into cuſtody for holding a ch. N immedia 
reſpondence with the enemy. vard the ab 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs vil Reſolved, 
on Monday next proced to the elec. orwarded l 
tion of a director general and chi mmediatel, 
phyſician of the hoſpital, in the room Reſolved, 
of Doctor Church. e member 

Reſolved, That the further com ther ways 
deration of the general's letter be po man ufac 
poned to Monday next. The foll. 

The delegates for Connecticut in” Rando 
formed the Congreſs, that they hl baſe, Mr. 
met ſome of the delegates for Penn lorton. 
ſylvania, in order to take into coni Refolved, 
deration the matters referred to then mmended 
but not being able to come to any ofſefled of | 
greement with them, and as the di or ed from 
pute between the people of the { New-Yor 
Colonies on the waters of Suſquehu fe to the 
nah, had proceeded to bloodſhed, auen of New- 
in their apprehenſion may be attend. $92 pow 
with very dangerous conſequences uPntinental a 
leſs ſpeedily prevented, they more Ordered, 
that a committee be appointed out Mer, and M 
the other Colonies to hs this matt{Þ"tity of 
into conſideration, and report there fe 207 chern 
to the Congreſs. hom ſent. 

Reſolved, That this be referred The order 
Monday next, + ; wed, and 

Adjourned to 10 o' clock on Monday red to this 
Monday, October 16, 1775. djourned t 

Two letters from the convention Tueſday, 
New-]Jerſey, dated 13th and ich i The Cong 
being read. : ion the mot 

Reſolved, That a committee the delega 


three be appointed to take the far Reſolved, ' 


into conſideration and report an Members be 
* nfideration 


The members choſen, Mr. ple of Con 
228 Mr. Dickinſon, and M. and repo 
Livingſton. proper to b 


A letter from General Schu) The memb 


dated . wm Wtledge, Mi 
ated 5th inſt. with ſundry paper? . Kenſey, 


he comm! 
s ag eſtima 
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gfed being received and taken into 
onfideration. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 200,000 
zollars be ſent to the deputy pay- 
maſter general for the northern army. 

Taat the delegates of Pennſylvania 
do immediately count and ſend for- 
vard the above ſum under a guard. 

Reſolved, 'That the ton of powder 
awarded laſt week to New-York, be 
nmediately ſent to General Schuyler. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
ive members be appointed to conſider 
arther ways and means of promoting 
he manufactures of ſalt-petre. 

The following members choſen, 
r. Randolph, Mr. Wiſner, Mr. 
haſe, Mr. J. Rutledge, and Mr. 
lorton, 
Refolved, That it be earneſtly re- 
ommended to all perſons, who are 
ofſefled of the ſalt-petre lately re- 
ov ed from Turtle-Bay, on the iſland 
f New-York, forthwith to ſend the 
me to the preſident of the conven- 
on of New-York, to be manufactured 
ito gunpowder for the uſe of the 
dntinental army. 

Ordered, That Mr. Langdon, Mr, 
yer, and Mr, Adams, enquire what 
antity of powder has been ſent to 
je northern army, and report by 
hom ſeat, 

The order of the day being re- 
wed, and the ſeveral matters re- 
red to this day, poſtpone), 
Adjourned to 9 Ar. to- morrow. 

Tueſday, October 17, 1775. 
The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ion the motion made laſt Saturday 
' the delegates of Connecticut. 
Reſolved, That a committee of five 
embers be appointed to take into 
nfideration the diſputes between the 
ople of Connecticut and Pennſylva- 
. and report what in their opinion 
proper to be done by Congreſs. 
Irhe members choſen are, Mr. J. 
Wil-dge, Mr. Chaſe, Mr. Jefferſon, 
. Kenſey, and Mr. Hopkins. 


an eſtimate, &c, brought in 


he committee appointed to E 
eir 


report, which after debate was re- 
committed, 

The committee of claims reported. 

That there is due to Ephraim Mar- 
tin for proviſions furniſhed to ſeveral 
rifle companies, 59 0 dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

A letter from Governor Cooke, da- 
ted gth inſt, was read. 

he Congreſs proceeded to the e- 
lection of a director general and chief 
phyſician of the hoſpital, in the room 
of Doctor Church, and the ballots 
being examined, : 

Doctor John Morgan, of Phlladel- 
phia, was elected. 

Ordered, That the preſident write 
to the convention of New- Vork, and 
inform them, that it is the deſire of 
the Congreſs, that the ſulphur in that 
city be immediately removed to a 
place of ſafety. 

The ſeveral matters referred to this 


day being poſtponed, and the order 


of the day renewed. 
Adjourned to g o' clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, October 18, 1775. 
The committee on the memorials 
from ſundry merchants in New-York 
and Philadelphia, brought in their re- 


port, which being read, after ſome _ 


debate, 


* 


Reſolved, That the further copſi- - 


deration thereof be poſtponed. 


The delegates from New Hamp- 


ſhire laid before the Congreſs a part 
of the inſtructions delivered to them 
by their Colony, in theſe words. 
We would have you immediately 
uſe your utmoſt endeavours to obtain 
the advice and direction of the Con- 
greſs, with reſpect to a method for 


/ 


our adminiſtering juſtice, and regulat- 


ing our civil police, We preſs you 
not to delay this matter, as it's being 
done ſpeedily will probably prevent 
the greateſt confuſion among us.“ 
Reſolved, That the conticeration 


of this matter be referred to Monday 


next. | 
Reſolved, That a juſt and well au- 
thenticated account pf the hoſtilities 
D 3 + com- 
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committed by the miniſterial troops 
and navy in America fince laſt March 
be collected, with proper evidence of 
the truth of the facts related, the num- 
ber and value of the buildings de- 
ſtroyed by them, alſo the number and 
value of the veſſels inward and out- 
ward bound, which have been ſeized 
by them fince that period, as near as 
the number and value can be aſcer- 
tained, al ſo the ſtock taken by them 
from different parts of the continent. 

That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed for this purpoſe. 

The members choſen are, Mr. 
Deane, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Wythe. 
The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 

Thurſday, October 19, 1775. 
The committee of claims reported, 


that. in their opinion the following. 


accounts ought to be paid. 

The account of the committee of 
Lancaſter for ſundries furniſhed the 
rifle companies, amounting to 2213 
| dollars. L : 

The account of Richard Bache, 
Stephen Paſchall, and Michael Hille- 
gas, for ſuperintending the printing 
of the continental bills of credit, a- 
mounting to 272 dollars. | 

Ordered, 'That the above accounts 
be paid. . 


e committee appointed to take 


into conſideration. the method pro- 
poſed by the commiſſary general for 
upplying the army with proviſions, 


brought in their report, which was 


ms | 

It being repreſented to Congreſs, 
that 8 of New-York, 
has at the requeſt of Mr. Trumbull, 
the Commiſſary General, forwarded 
to. the camp at Cambridge, ſeven 
thouſand barrels of flour, for which 
Mr. Trumbull has not been able to 
pay him for want of money in the 
military cheſt. HS 

' Reſolved, That 30, ooo dollars be 
paid to Capt. Iſaac Sears on account 
of the above flour, he giving bond to 
ho ireaſurers, to account for the ſame 


- 


0 24) 


— 


with Mr. Trumbull, and that the 
ſame be charged to the account of 
Mr. Trumbull, Commiſfary General. 

A petition from Mr. Sears and Mr. 
Randal! was laid before the Congreſß, 
and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re. 
ferred to Thurſday the 2d November 
next, then to be taken into conſider. 
ation, | 

Reſolved, That the Provincial Con. 
vention of New-York be requeſted to 
ſend to this Congreſs, a copy of any 
order or proceeding of theirs, or of 
the mayor and corporation, in conſe. 
quence of Governor Tryon's letter u 
the mayor, publiſhed in the New- 
York papers, under the 16th inſtant, 
alſo an atteſted copy of ſaid letter. 
The order of the day being renewed, 

Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow, 
Friday, October 20, 1775. 

The committee appointed to pre. 
pare a letter to the General reported 
a draught, which was read and agree! 
tO. 

The remainder of the day and the 
day following, were ſpent in a con. 
mittce of the whole, on the trade e 
the United Colonies: On which, nd 
being ready to report, the order of the 
day was renewed, and the Congrei 
adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday, 

Mcnday, Ocfober 23, 177 5 
The Congreſs being informed, tha 
yeſterday the Honourable Peyto 
Randolph, Eſq; ſaddenly departe 
this Wow, 5 oe” re! | 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs wi 
attend his funeral as mourners, ui 
a crape round their left arm, accord 
ing to the aſſociation. | | 

That the Congreis thus continue! 
mourning for the ſpace of one moni 

That a committee of three be 2 
pointed to ſuperintend the funeral. 

The members choſen, Mr. Mid 
dleton, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Chak 

That the committee wait on t 
reverend Mr. Duche, and requeſt hi 
to prepare a proper diſcourſe to be d 
livered at the funeral. 


The de 
yernment 
by their af 
produced t 
appointme 
— 

Adjourn 
row, and 
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ntted to C 


Campbell, 
ployed in ti 
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he offer of 
The inſtr, 
Ordered, 
The exam 
Ordered, 


The delegate for Delaware go- 
vernment having been re- appointed 
by their aſſembly on the 21ſt inſtant, 
roduced the credentials of their re- 
appointment, which were read and 
approved. ' * 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-mor- 
row, and from thence by adjourn- 
ments to 10 o'clock on Wedneſday. 

Wedneſday, October 25, 1775. 

Sundry letters from General Waſh- 
ington, Governor Trumbull, and the 
convention of New-York, being re- 
ceived were read. 4-8 
The committee appointed to pre- 

an anſwer to the letters from the 
convention of New. Jerſey, dated 13 
and 14 inſt. brought in a draught, and 
the ſame being read and debated, an 
anſwer was agreed to, and ordered to 
be forwarded. kl 2 ö 
The committee of claims reported, 
there is due to John Biddle, Commiſ- 
ſary of the rifle battalion 4139 5 
dollars. To James Stewart, for pro- 
vidions to rifle men, 15 f ditto. To 
Jacob Hoyler, for do. to Captain 
Roſs's company, 18 Fg ditto. | 

Ordered, That the ſame be — 

The Committee of Safety for Penn- 
ſylvania informed the Congreſs, that 
they have taken into cuſtody a Capt. 
Campbell, and a Lieutenant Symes, 
together with a number of foldicrs, 
who came from Boſton in the Rebecca 
and Frances tranſport, which was caſt 
away on Brigantine Beach, and that 
from General Gage's inſtructions to 
aid Campbell and Symes, (herewith 
tranſmitted to Congreſs) it appeared 
they were ſent to raiſe recruits for 
General Gage's army, and that from 
ſundry examinations taken and ſub- 
utted to Congreſs, it appeared ſaid 
-ampbell, has heretofore been em- 
ployed in the like ſervice, and has 
Wndeavourcd to inveigle recruits by 
he offer of grants of torfeited lands, 
The inſtructions being rea. 
Ordered, That they be publiſhed. 
The examinations alſo being read. 
Ordered, That a copy of them be 


forwarded to the convention of New- 


York, with a recommendation to 


them'to ſeize a Mr. Grant, who it is 
ſaid is employed in raiſing recruits for 
General Gage's army in that Colony, 
Reſoved, That Mr. Hewes be ad- 
ded to the committee of claims. 
The order of the day being renewed, 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
T hurſday, October 26, 1775. * 
Ordered, - That the reſolution of 
the 15th July laſt, for encouraging 
the importation of arms and ammu- 
nition, and the reſolution of the 18th 
inſtant, for collecting an account of 
the hoſtilities committed by the mi- 
niſterial troops and navy, be imme- 
diately publithed, 3 | 
 Refolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to take into con- 
fideration the letter from the conven- 
tion of New-York, dated 2oth inſt, 
and report an anſwer. © © 
The members choſen, Mr. Deane, 
Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. Duane. 
Information being given to Con- 
greſs, that there has been lately diſ- 
covered in the Colony of Virginia, a 
mineral, containing a large quantity 
of ſalt- petre. 
Ordered, That the delegates of 
Virginia ſend an expreſs to enquire 
into the truth of the fact, and to 
bring a ſample of the mineral. 
Reſolved, That a committee of five 
members be appointed to take into 
conſideration the inſtructions given to 
the delegates of New-Hampfhire, and 
report thetr opinion thereon. 9 
The members choſen, Mr. 
ledge, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Lee, and Mr. Sherman. 
Agreeable to the order of day tho 
Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into far- 
ther conſideration the ſtate of the trade 
of the United Colonies, and after 
ſome time ſpent thereon, the preſi- 
dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward 
reported, that the committee had ta- 
ken into conſideration the matter re- 
ferred to them, and have come to 
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reſolution, which they defired him to 
report, and further to move for leave 
to fit again. 
The report of the committee being 
read, was agreed. to as follows: 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the ſeveral Provincial Aſſemblies, 
conventions, or councils of ſafety, of 
the United Colonies, to export to the 


| foreign Weſt Indies, on account and 
riſque of their reſpective Colonies, as 


much proviſions or other produce, ex- 
cept horned cattle, ſheep, hogs, and 
poultry, as they may deem neceſſary 
for the importation of arms, ammu- 
nition, ſulphur, and ſalt-petre, 

Ordered, That a copy of the above 
be tranſmitted by the delegates to 
their reſpective aſſemblies, conven- 
tions, or committees of ſafety. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow again reſolve itſelf into a 
cammittee ot the whole, to take into 
their further conſideration, the ſtate 
of the trade of the United Colonies. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, October 27, 1775- 

The committee appointed to pre- 
| an anſwer to the convention of 
New. York, brought in a report, 
which was read. 

The remainder of the day being 
ſpent in a committee of the whole, 
and the order of the day renewed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Saturday, October 28, 177 5 
The committee of ſafety of Penn- 
fylvania, having tranſmitted to Con- 
{s ſome further examinations of the 
diers who came in the Rebecca and 
Frances tranſport deſired the direction 
of 2 with regard to the offi. 
cers and foldiers, whereupon, 

Reſclved, That a Capt. Campbell 
and Lieutenant Symes, and the men, 
who came with them in the Rebecca 
and Frances tranſport, be confined in 
ſuch goals in this Colony, as the com- 
mittee of ſaid Colony think proper, 
and that ſaid Captain Campbell and 
Lieutenant Symes be allowed for their 
ſubſiftefice 13 dollar each a week, and 
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the men one dollar a week each, to 
ya paid out of the continental trea. 
Wy; 5 
The Congreſs taking into conſider. 


ation the report of the committee on 


the New-Vork letters. 

Reiolved, That a company of ma- 
troſſes, to conſiſt of à captain, a cap- 
tain lieutenant, a firſt and ſecond licu. 
tenant, a lieutenant fire worker, four 
ſerjeants, four corporals, eight bom- 
bardiers, fixty-ejght matroſſes, one 


drummer, and one fifer, be immedi. 


ately raiſed in New-York, for the 
defence of Hudſon's river, and to oc- 
cupy the fortifications now erecting in 
the highlands, and that it be recom- 
mended to the conſideration of ſaid 
Colony immediately, to raiſe ſaid 


company, and to appoint the proper 


officers. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due on account of ne- 
cæſſaries furniſhed to the huſſar com- 

any, &a. the following ſums, viz. 
To James and — tenths 


per account, 192 8 dol 
Thomas Clifford and 
F 
Uſher and Henry, 29 2 
George Fromberger, 127 3 
William Ogden, 733 


William Kerlin, 64 
Samuel Garrigues, 11 
Andrew Fegener, 266 6 
Lewis Kuhn, 425 3 
Lewis Prahl to be paid 
by his order to An- ; 226 6 
drew Bonner, 
Sundries for ſmaller 
ſums to be paid by f 550 6 
I. Matlack. 
'That there is due to 
Rachael Stille, for 


expences of a guard þ 10 5 

at Trenton over the | 
wder, 

for goods furniſhed 

the rifle company d 85 6 


raiſed in Cumber- 
land, 


To William Holmes, 


Ty 
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To Timothy Matlack, tenths 
to pay for wood for te 5 
uſe of the Congreſs. ; 
Ordered, that the above accounts 
be paid. 
Reſolved, That five of the com- 
mittee of claims of which the chair- 
man is to be one, be empowered to 


act. 

Reſolved That the inſpectors of the 
reſs deliver the proof ſheets and 
checks of the continental bills, to 
the continental treaſurers, and that 
they deliver one of each to the dele- 


gates of every colony, to be depoſited = 


with the provincial treaſurer appoint- 
ed in ſuch Colony, and retain the reſt 
in their hands. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the falt- 
petre committee being dead, and Mr, 
Morton another, defiring to be ex- 
cuſed op account of his attendance in 
the Houſe of Aſſembly. 

Reſolved, That three new mem- 
bers be choſen for that committee. 

The members choſen, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. Humphreys, and Mr. Wythe. 

Tie order of the day being re- 
newed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, Oclober 30, 1775. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare an eſtimate, and to fit out the 
veſſels brought in their report, which 
being taken into conſideration. 

Reſolved, That the ſecond veſſel 
ordered to be fitted out on the 13th 
inſtant, be of ſuch a ſize as to carry 
14 guns, and a proportionate number 
df (wivels and men. 

Reſolved, That two more veſſels be 
tied out with all expedition, the 
dne to carry not exceeding 20 guns, 
ind the other not exceeding 36 guns, 
vith a proportionate number of ſwi- 
els and men, to be employed in 
uch manner, for the protection and 
lefence of the United Colonies, as 
ae Congreſs ſhall direct. 

Reſolved, That four members be 
hoſen and added to the former com- 
littee of three, and that theſe ſeven 


. — — 


IF" 


be a committee to carry into execution 
with all poſſible expedition, as well 
the reſolutions of Congreſs paſſed the 
13th inſt. as thoſe paſſed this day for 
fitting out armed veſlels, 

The members choſen, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lee, and 
Mr. J. Adams. 

The convention of New. Jerſey 
having recommended ſundry gentle- 
men for field officers to command the 
two battalions raiſing in that colony. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 


red till to-morrow. 


A letter from W. Livingſton, Eſq; 


dated the 18th inſt. was read and re- 
ferred till to-morrow. | 
The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, October 31, 1775. 

Sundry letters from General Schuy- 
ler of the 6th, 13th, 14th, and 19th. 
_ with ſundry papers encloſed were 
read. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to 
take into farther conſideration the 
trade of theſe colonies, and after ſome 
time ſpent therein, the preſident re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 
ported, that the committee having 
taken into conſideration the matter 
to them referred, have*come to cer- 
tain reſolutions, which they deſired 
him to report, but that not havin 
come to a conclufion, they defired 
him to move for leave to fir again. 
The report of the committe being 
read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be taken 
into conſideration to-morrow moru- 
ing. 

Relolved, That the appointment 
of field officers for the battalions rai- 
fing in New-Jerſey, be poſtponea to 
Friday next. — 

A member from Pennſylvania laid 
before the Congreſs a reiolve of the 
honourab'e aſſembly of that colony, 
in theſe words. 

In Aſeml iy, October 28, 1775. 

The houſe taking into their further 

con- 
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| eonſideration the reſolve of Congreſs, act, and therefore that no perſons 7e 
| for raiſing a battalion in this pro- ſhould apply at the cuſtom houſes in of wha 
| vince for general ſervice, find it ne- thoſe Colonies for clearances or other Went. 
ceſſary that monies ſhould be advanced documents, which other Colonic To j 
| by the ſeveral captains for that pur- are deprived of by ſaid reſtraining ad, "2&4 
| poſe. for ſecuring the navigation of vell:], to be pa 


| Reſolved, Therefore that the Con- with cargoes from their ports, and 1 
| grels be requeſted to order a ſufficient that the prefident tranſmit to the af. To \ 
| u 


m of money to be put into the ſemblies or conventions of thoſe Co. the pray, 
hands of the committee of ſafety of lonies, copies of this reſolution, with To C 
this province, to be immediately ap- the thanks of this Congrels to thoſe WM &c. for 
plied in raiſing ſaid battalion. Colonies reſpectively, for not having Order, 


| Extract from the minutes, hitherto taken any advantage of the be paid. 
| ns. Moore, CIk. of Aſſembly. exemptions in the ſaid act of parlia. Reſolv; 
Reſolved, That the confideration ment. | > pointed ti 

| thereof be referred to Friday next. Reſolved, That no rice be export. ſolves of 
| The order of the day being renewed. ed under the exception conteined . ng 
i} Adjourned to 10 o'clock te-morrow. the 4th article of the aſſociation, draw on 
1 Wedneſday, November 1, 1775. from any of the United Colonies o from tim 
| A letter from General Waſhing- Great-Britain, Ireland, or the iſland I 2 ſhall 

ö ton, by expreſs, with an account of of Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, Alder. purpoſe, 1 
W - the burning of Falmouth was read, ney, or Man, or any other Europe. hundred | 
i! Ordered, That a copy be for- an iſland, or ſettlement within the the ſaid k 


| warded by the delegates to their reſ- Britiſh dominions. ; ee with 
| pective dos, conventions, and Reſolved, That no live ſtock (ne. — are pro} 
committees of ſafety. ceſſary ſea ſtores, at the diſcretion off fid veiſels 


A letter from the committee of, the committees, and horſes excepted) ment to ſu 
conference with the minutes of their be exported from theſe colonies o one half o 


ines was read.” water borne, except in rivers, bag prize of by 
Ordered, To lie on the table for and ſounds. . Wall cranſpe 
the peruſal of the members. The further conſideration of the wages. 
The Congreſs taking into conſider- report being poſtponed, and the or Pbe inhal 
ation the report from the committee of der of the day renewed. a-Scotia, þ 
the whole. Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. f faety, a1 


"Reſolved, That no produce of the Thurſday, November 2, 1775. Popplied to t 
United Colonies be exported excepft The committee of claims reporteſſſed into the 


from Colony to Colony, under the that there is due. olonies, fo 
direction of the committees of inſpec To Daniel Smith, for expences Mights and 111 
tion and obſervation, and (except rs attending Governor Skeene Reſolved, 
1 from one part to another of the ſame ajor French and others, and Me be appoi 
Colony) before the firſt day of March expences of Mr. Lundy, and Mato conjider; 
next, without the permiſſion or order French, 1338 dollars. Ps in their 


of the Congreſs,” provided that no- To John Davies, for proviſions al r to take in 
thing herein contained ſhall be con- carriage to three rifle companiqſlication, for 


ſtrued to vacate the reſolutions of 13207; dollars. derties of A; 
Congreſs for the importation of arms, To Simons and Henry, for ſu The memb 
ammunition, &c. dries to rifle companies, 2313 % dr. Jay, M 


Reſolved, That New-York, the lars, of this 26 7, dollars to be chargpn, and Mr. 
three lower counties on Delaware, to the continent, the remainder Reſolved, 
North-Carolina, and Georgia, ought ſeveral rifle companies, the money ty to tran 
not to avail themſelves of the benefit be paid to Hugh and George Robe Yamittees 0 

allowed to them by the late reſtraining per order of {aid Simons and Henry lution paſ 


—_”« 


To John Montgomery, 56 dollers 
of which. 2; to be charged the con- 
tinent. a 

To John Brewſter, Zachariah Du- 
bois, and Jan. Brooks, 615 dollars, 
to be paid per order, to Henry. Wiſ- 
ner, Eſq; 

To William Sickle, according to 

the prayer of his petition, 40 dollars, 

To Captain Dowdle, for drums 
Kc. for his company, 6178 dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to carry into execution the re- 
ſolves of Congreſs, for fitting out 
four armed veſſels, be authorized to 
draw on the continental treaſurers 
from time to time, for as much caſh 
as ſhall be neceſſary for the above 
purpoſe, not exceeding the ſum of one 
hundred thouſand dollars, and that 
the ſaid committee have power to 
agree with ſuch officers and ſeamen, 
as are proper to man- and command 
ſad veſſels, and that the encourage- 
ment to ſuch officers and ſeamen be 
one half of all ſhips of war made 
prize of by them, and one third of 
all tranſport veſſels excluſive of 
Wages. 

The inhabitants of a diſtrict in No- 
a-Scotia, having choſen a committee 
ff ſafety, and having by their petition 
ppplied to the Congreſs to be admit- 
ed into the aſſociation of the United 
olonies, for the pre ſervation of their 
Fights and liberties, 

* Reſolved, That a committee of 
ee be appointed to take this matter 
ito contideration, and report what 
ps in their opinion it may be pro- 
r to take in conſequence of this ap- 
lication, for the preſervation of the 
derties of America. 

The members choſen, Mr. Deane, 
Ir, Jay, Mr. Hopkins, Mr, Lang- 
Dn, and Mr. J. Adams. 

I Reſolved, That the delegates have 
Perty to tranſmit to their reſpective 
emmittees of ſafety, a copy of the 
olution paſſed yeſterday. 


0 
0 


A memorial from the committee of 
ſatety of Pennſylvania, reſpecting 
Lieutenant Symes was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from Mr. Bedford, deputy 
muſter-maſter general, with ſandry 
muſter rolls being received were 
read. 

The committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the inſtruction to 
the delegates of New-Hamplhire, 
brought in their report, which was 
read. ; | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from John Rains of Ber- 
mudas was read. _ 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the letters from General Schuy- 
ler, General Montgomery, and W. 
Livingfton, Eſq; 

Refolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to repair to the 
northward, to confer with. General 
Schuyler, and to purſue ſuch inſtrue- 
tions as may be given them in charge 
hy the Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr Lang- 
don, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Dyer. 

That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed to prepare inſtructions for 
the foregoing committee. 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Jay, Mr. Lee, Mr. Deane, and 
Mr. J. Adams. 

Reſolved, That 3ooo felt hats, 


3000 worſted caps, 3000 pair of buck. *' 


ſkin breeches, 3000 pair of ſhoes, 
3000 pair of yarn ſtockings, and 3000 
waiſtcoats ſuitable for the ſeaton, be 
immediately purchaſed and ſent to the 
army, under the command of General 
Schuyler, to be ſold to the ſoldiers at 
prime coſt, including charges of 
carriage and five per cent. to the de- 
puty quarter maſter general, by whom 
the ſaid goods are to be told. 
Reſolved, That theſe goods be 
ſold to thoſe ſoldiers only, who will 
re- enliſt in the continental army, and 
to the new recruits, 
Re 
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Reſblved, That as much duffels 
or kerſey, as will make three hun- 
dred watch coats be purchaſed and 
ſent to General Schuyler, with nee- 


dles and thread, to be made into 
watch coats, and that theſe be charged 


to the continent, and kept for the 
uſe of the out-ſentries. 

- Refolved, That 'a committee of 
three be appointed to purchaſe the 

ing articles. 

+ The members choſen, Mr. Alſop, 
Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Sherman. 

' Ordered, That the committee ap- 
ply to the committee of inſpection of 
the city and liberties of Philadelphia, 
for their aſſiſtance in purchaſing the 
above articles. | 

- The committee appointed to repair 
to the camp at Cambridge being re- 
turned, made a farther report of their 
proceedings, whereupon, | 
| Reſolved, That Saturday next be 
aſſigned far taking into conſideration 
the report of the committee, and the 
ſtate of the army at Cambridge. 

Reſolved, That- the petition of 
Mr. Sears, and Mr. Randall, which 
was referred to this day, be poſtponed 
to Monday next. | | 
The order of the day being re- 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 
The Congreſs taking into conſider- 


ation the report of the committee on 


the New-Hampſhire inſtructions. 

. Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the Provincial Convention of New- 
Hampſhire, to call a full and free re- 
preſencation of the people, and that 


lina, and fun s relative there: 
to being — — 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to take the ſame 
into conſideration, and report what 
in their opinion is neceſlary to be 
done. 

The members choſen, Mr. Harri. 
ſon, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Hooper, Mr, 
Chaſe, and Mr. S. Adams. 

The committee of claims , 
that there 1s due to William Holliday, 
for goods and proviſions furniſhed by 
ſeveral perſons to the rifle companies 
of Virginia, the ſum of £246 12 4 
Virginia currency, = 822 dollars; 
of which there ought to be charged 
to Captain Morgan, the ſum of 
£ 169 1 7;, and to Captain Steven- 
on, the ſum of £13 16 11, and the 
remainder to the continent, | 

To Andrew Bunner, for goods fur. 
niſhed to Captain Creſſop's company 
by David Mitchell, the ſum of 
£67 4 6, and for proviſions to Cap- 
tain Stevenſon's company, the ſum 
of {13 2 6, the laſt mentioned ſum 
to be charged to the continent, both 
amounting to 187 * dollars, 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

he Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the recommendation from the 
Convention of New- Jerſey. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to Monday next. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 


Saturday, November 4, 1775. 
A letter from General Schuyler, 
dated with ſundry incloſed 


the repreſentatives, if they think it papers, — an account of the 


neceſſary, eſtabliſh ſuch a form of takin 
- government, as in their judgment ceiv 


will beſt produce the happineſs of the 
people, and moſt effectually ſecure 


peace and good order in the province, prepare 
during the continuance of the preſent 


diſpute between 'Great-Britain and 
the Colonies. 

The Congreſs then taking into 
canfideration the ſtate of South-Caro- 


of Fort 
and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſatne be refet 
red to the committee appointed tt 
inſtructions. 

Ordered, That General Montgc 
mery's letter, and the articles of capi 
tulation be publiſhed by the 
tary. ; 
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The committee appointed on the 
differences between the people of Pen- 
ſylvania and Connecticut, brought 
in their report, which being read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 
red to Monday next. 

On motion made, The Congreſs 
came to the following reſolution. 

the Congreſs conlidering that the 
moſt perfect union between all the 
colonies, is eſſentially neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the juſt rights of 
North-America, and being apprehen- 
{ve that there is great danger of hoſ- 
tlities being commenced, at or near 
Wyoming, between the inhabitants 
of the colony of Pennſylvania, and 
thoſe of Connecticut. 

Reſolved, That the Aſſemblies of 
the laid Colonies be requeſted to take 
the moſt ſpeedy and effectual ſteps to 

revent ſuch hoſtilities. 

Ordered, 1 hat Mr. M*Kean and 
Mr. Deane, wait upon the Honorable 
Houſe of Aſſembly, of Penniylvania, 
now fitting, with a copy of the above 
reſolution. | 

Ordered, That a copy of the ſaid 
reſolution be tranſmitted by expreſs 
t the magiſtrates, and people of 
Pennſylvania and Connetticut, on 
the waters of the Suſquehannah. 
The Congreſs taking into confider- 

ation the report of the committee of 
conference. * | 

Reſolved, That the new army in- 
ended to lie before Boſton, conſiſt of 
20372 men, officers included. | 

Reſolved, That the pay of the 
ficers and privates (except that of 
he captains, lieutenants, and enſigns 
n the marching regiments) be the 
ime as in the preſent army, 
Reſalved, That the pay of a cap- 
u Pin in the marching regiment be, 
er dollars per calendar month. _ 
That the pay of a lieutenant in 
tto, be 18 dollars per ditto, 

The pay of an enſign jn ditto, he 
3x dollars per ditts. | 

Reſolved, That each regiment 
nſiſt of 728 men, qficers included, 


(* ) 
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that it be divided into eight com 
nies, each company to conſiſt aſ n 
captain, two lieutenants, one enſign, 
four ſerjeants, four corporals, two 
drums or fifes, and 76 privates, 

Reſolved, That a ration confiſt of 
the following kind and quantity of 
proviſions : 

11b. beef, or 31b. pork, or 11h, 
ſalt fiſh per day, 2 

11b. bread or flour per day. 

3 pints of peaſe or beans per week, 
or vegetables equivalent, at one dol+ 
lar per buſhel for pea'e or beans. 

1 pint milk per man per day, or 
at the rate of r of a dollar. | 

1 half pint of rice, or 1 pint of In- 
dian meal per man per week. 

1 quart of ſpruce beer or cyder 
man per day, or nine gallons of mo- 
laſſes per company ny men per 
week. ; 
31b. candles to 100 men per week 

24lb. ſoft or .$1b. hard foap for 
100 men per week. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the ſeveral aſſemblies or conventions 
of the colonies reſpectively, to ſet and 
keep their gunſmiths at work, to 
manufacture firelocks, with 
bayonets; each nrelock to be made 
with a bridle lock, 4 of an inch 
bore, and of good ſubſtance at the . 
breech, the barrel to be g feet 8 inches 
in length, the bayonet to be 18 inches 
in the _ with a ſteel ramrod, the 
upper loop thereof to be trumpet - 
mouthed : that the price to be — 5 
be fixed by the aſſembly or conven- 
tion, or committee of ſafety of each 
Colony, and that until a ſufficient - 
— of good arms can be manu- 

actured, they import as many as are 
wanted, by all the means in their 

Reſolved, That the good arms of. 
ſuch ſoldiers as leave the ſervice, be 
retained for the uſe of the new army, 
hr b mr of them. 58 

eſolved, That cloathing be Sa 
vided for the new army by — he.” 
E 2 tinent, 
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for, by ſtoppages 

wages, at 15 dollars 

month, that as much as poſſible 

of the cloth for this purpoſe be dyed 

brown, and the diſtinctions of the re- 
giments made in the faceings. 

That a man who brings a good 
new blanket into the camp, be al- 
lowed two dollars therefor, and take 
It away at the end of the campaign. 

Reſolved, That in order to ſupply 
the army with proviſions, the com- 
miſſary general be directed to cauſe: 
cattle and hogs to be driven at pro- 
per ſeaſons to the camp, there to be 
Aaughtered and cured, and as to the 


tinent, and you 
ers 


articles of bread and flour, that he 


oceed in the way he has done for 
| time paſt. 8 

- Reſolved, That ſach officers, as 
have ſerved in the preſent army to 
approbation and are willing to ftay, 
be preferred, and if there are more 
of theſe than are neceſſary for the 
new army, that the general diſtin- 


guiſh ſuch as he deems beſt qualified. 


RNeſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſeveral legiſlatures of New - 


England to empower the general to 


impreſs carriages, veſſals, horſes, and 


other things necaſſary at a reaſonable. 
rate, for the tranſportation or march 


of the army, or any part of it, or on 


any other emergency, and that this 


wer may be doputed in writing un- 
— che hand of the general to the 
uarter-maſter- general, or to any in- 
erior officer, who are to be account- 
able for any abuſe thereof, 


Reſolved, That the genera! be di- 
retted to propoſe to the officers now 


ſerving in the preſent army, that they 
ſignify in writing as ſoon as poſſible, 


which of them will continue to ſerve 


and defend their country, and which 
of them will letire, and that ſuch 
officers, as propoſe to continue in the 
ſervice and are approved by t e ge- 
neral, proceed to inliſt their men into 


to the laſt day of December, 1776, 
fubje& to be diſcharged at any time 
by the Continental Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That if upon trial the 
number of men before reſolved on 
cannot be raiſed out of the preſent 
army, chen the officers appointed for 
the new army recruit their ſeveral 
regiments and companies to their full 
complement, and in caſe the necef. 
ſity of the ſervice requires it, that the 
general be empowered to call forth 
the minute-men or militia of the 


Meſſachuſetts- Bay, or the neighbour. 


ing Colonies, according to the na- 
ture and exigence of the ſervice. 
Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſeveral legiſlatures, aſſem- 
blies, or conventions of the Colonies, 
to enact a law or paſs an ordinance, 
inflicting the following puniſhments 
upon ſuch as harbour deſerters, know- 
ing them to be ſuch, viz. a fine upon 
all ſuch offenders, not leſs than 30 
nor more than 50 dollars, and in caſe 
of inability to pay the fine to be pu- 
niſhed with whipping, not exceeding 
39 laſhes for each-offence ;. alſo that 
they impower the commander in 
chief, or the officer commanding a 
detachment or any out-poſt, to ad- 
miniſter an oath, and ſwear any per- 
ſon or perſons to the truth of any in- 
formation or intelligenee, or any other 
matter relative to the public ſervice. 
Reſolved, That any perſcn, who 
ſhall apprehend a deſerter, and bring 
him to the regiment to which he be- 
longs, upon certificate thereof by the 
colonel or commanding officer of ſuch 
regiment, ſhall be intitled to receive 
hve dollars and all reaſonable ex- 
pences from the paymaller-general or 


. deputy paymaſler, which is to be de- 
' ducted from the pay of fuch ſoldier. 


Reſolved, That the further conhi- 
deration of the report be referred to 
Monday next. 

The committee appointed to rake 


the continental ſervice, upon the ſame into conſideration the ſtate of South- 
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Reſolved, That for the defence of 
gouth-Carolina there be kept up in 
that Colony, at the continental ex- 

nce, three battalions of foot, each 
— to conſiſt of the ſame number 
of men and officers, and be upon the 
ſame pay, and under the ſame regu- 
lations as the continental army. 

Reſolved, That for the defence of 
the colony of Georgia, there be one 
battalion kept up there at the conti- 
nental expence, to be compoied as 
the battalions of South-Carolina. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid troops be 
iniſted to the 31ſt day of December, 
1776, ſubje&t however to be diſ- 
charged ſooner if the Continental 
Congreſs ſhall think proper. 

Reſolved, That the preſident ſign 
blank commiſſions, and that the con- 
yentions, or in their receſs, the 
councils of ſafety for South-Carolina 
and Georgia reſpectively, fill them 
up with the names of ſuch officers as 
they may think proper, and return a 
lit thereof to the Congrels. 

Reſolved, That in caſe of vacancy 
ccafioned by the death or removal of 
a colonel or inferior officer, the ſaid 
onventions, or in their receſs, the 
ſaid councils of ſafety appoint ano- 
her perſon to fill up ſuch vacancy 
until a commiſſion ſhall iſſue from 
he Congreſs, and that they return 
o the Congreſs, a liſt of the names 
ot the perſon or perſons ſo appointed. 

Reſolved That the officers on the 
ontinental eſtabliſhment ſhall, when 
ting in conjunction with officers of 
qual rank on the provincial eſtab iſli- 
ent, take command of the latter, 
Wd alſo of the militia ; and the offi- 

rs of the troops on the provincial 
abliſnment ſhall when acting in 
onjunction with officers of the mili- 
a take command and precedence of 
aße latter of equal rank, notwith- 
nding prior dates of commiſſions, 
e Reſolved, That if the convention, 
In their receſs, the council of ſafety 
t, South-Carolina, ſhall think it ex- 
Lent for the ſecurity of that Colony 


l, 
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to ſeize or deſtroy, and ſhall ſeize or 


deſtroy any ſhip or veſſel of war, this 


Congreſs will approve of ſuch pro- 


ceeding. 


Reſolved, That the town of Charles 
Town ought to be defended againft 
any attempts that may be made to 
take poſſethon thereof by the enemies 
of America, and that the convention 
or council of ſafety of the Colony of 
South-Carolina ought. to puriue tuch 
meaivres, as to them ſhall ſeem moſt 
efficacious for that purpoie, and that 
they proceed immediately to ere&t 
fuck fortifications and batteries in or 
near Charles-Town, as will beſt con- 
duce to promote its ſecurity, the ex- 
pence to be paid by the faid Colony. 

Reſolved, That if the convention 
of South-Carolina ſhall find it ne- 
ceſſary to eftabliſh a form of govern- 
ment in that Colony, it be recom- 
mended to that convention to call a 
full and free repreſentation of the 
people, and that the ſaid repreſenta- 
tives, if they think it neceſſary, eſta- 
bliſh ſuch form of government as in 


their judgment will beſt produce the 


happineſs of the people, and moſt 
effectually ſecure peace and good or- 
der in the Coleny, during the con- 
tinuance of the preſent diſpute be- 
tween Great- Britain and the Colo. 


nies, 


Adjourned to 10 o“ lock on Monday. 


Monday, Newvember 6. 1775. 

The aſſembly of Penntylvania 
having appointed new delegates, the 
ſaid de'egates produced their creden« 


tials, wuich were read and approved, 


and are as follows: 

I Afembly, November 3. 1775. 

% Reiolved, That the honourable 
John Morton, ſpeaker, John Dick- 
inſon, Robert Morris, Benj: min 
Franklin, Charles Humpe reys, r.d« 
ward Biddle, "Thomas Wilung, An- 
drew Allen, aud, James Wilſon, be 
and they are hereby appointed ta 
ſerve as repreſ-ntaiives of this ro- 
vince in the Continental — 

Extract from the minutes, 


CA. Moors, Clk, of Aſſembly.“ 
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Refolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the ſundry letters lately re- 
ceived from the convention of New- 
York, and the ſtate of that Colony, 
and report what in their opinion 18 
neceſſary to be done. 

The members choſen, Mr. R, Li- 
vingſton, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Harriſon, 
Mr. Allen, and Mr. Ward. 

The Congreſs reſuming the conſi- 
deration of the report of the commit- 
tee returned from the camp, and 
having agreed to ſundry articles there- 
in contained, and come to ſundry 
xeſolutions. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary digeſt 
in order the reſolutions of the Con- 
greſs, as far as they have gone in the 
report, and lay che ſame before Con- 

is to-morrow. | 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of the report be referred tall 
to-morrow. | 
- Reſolyed, That a committee be 
appointed to examine. what money 
remains in the continental treaſury 
unapplicd, and to form an eſlimate 
of the public debts already incurred, 
and which will become due on the 
firſt day of June next. 

That the committee conſiſt of 
three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Nelſon, 
Mr. Deane, 2nd Mr. Cuſhing. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due 

To John Fo: bes for goods and ne- 
cefiaries delivered to ſeveral rifle com- 
panies, the ſum of £35 11 102945 
dollars, of which ſum Captain Clug- 
gage ought to be charged with 
£6 2 10, and Captain Chambers 
with (4 1b, the remainder to the 
continent, that this is to be paid per 
order to Blair M*Clenaghan. 

To Jane Allen, the ſum of £47 o 7 
and to Vendal Lands the ſum of 
2 © o, both ſums being 130; dol- 
lars, and that the ſame be paid per 
order to Henry Wiſner, Eiq. and 
charged to the continent. 

To Judah Harbow £7 12 4, and 
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' £169 9 3=451;9 dollars. 


to Captain Jackſon 13 4 6, 
— furniſned £13 kf 4. 

anies, and that both ſums be paid 
— order to Henry Wiſner, Eſq. an 
charged to the continent, being 52. 
dollars. 

To Andrew Graff, for waggonage, 
the ſum of (25 2 6, and to Chriſt. 
pher Crawford for blankets, the ſun 
of £6 15, both which ſums to he 
paid per order to George Graff, and 
charged to the continent, being go,; 
dollars. 

To Richard Backhouſe, for way. 

nage, the ſum of C51, being 146 

ollars. BL 

To Miles and Wiſter, by ſundry 
certificates, £26 6 4=70.1 dollars, 
of which £13 10 to be charged to 
Captain Rice's company, and C; u 
Captain Creſſap's company, the re. 
mainder to the continent, 

To Frederick Leinbach, by ſundry 
ccrtificates, £58 11 5,=156.2 dob 
lars, of which (4 13 6 to be charged 
to Captain Price, 7 15 to Captaiu 
Stevenſon, £6 15 1 to Commiſſay 
Biddle, until it appears to be other. 
wiſe accounted for, the remainder u 
the continent, to be paid per order to 
George Schloſſer. * 

To John Murrow, for goods deli. 
vered to Captain Stevenſon, £71 18 
10, to be paid per order to Ch 
Davis, and charged to faid Steven 
ſon, * dollars. 

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage 


To Timothy Matlack money 
him paid to Joſeph Brown, an es 
preſs to Cambridge, £17 4 1 
45-9 dollars. + 
Io Jaſper Stines and Abrahar 
Storm, for proviſions and carnay 
furniſhed by them to the rifle con 
panies 14 9 2 New-York curren 
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36. 1 dollars to be paid per order i 


John Alſop, Eſq. 

Ordered, That the aboye ſums | 
paid. ; 
Application being made in beh 


of the Colony of North-Carglina, i 


the ſum of 3750 dollars, in part 


the expente incurred fot raĩſing and 
vipping 1000 men for the ſupport 
Ade affociation, and the — of 
that Colony, agreeable to the reſolve 
of the Congreſs. | 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid 


to William Hooper, Joſeph Hewes, . 


and John Penn, Eſqrs. and charged 
to the Colony of North - Carolina, by 
which the ſame is to be accounted for. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed, and the order 
of the day renewed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, November 7, 1775. 

A letter from General Waſhington, 
No. 11, was read. 

The ſecretary having digeſted in 
order the reſolutions pafec y Con- 
preſs produced the ſame, which be- 
ing read were approved as follows, 

Reſolved, That Doctor Church be 
cloſe confined in ſome ſecure gaol in 
the Colony of ConneQicut, without 
he uſe of pen, ink, and paper, and 
that no perſon be allowed to converſe 
vith him, except in the preſence and 
caring of a magiſtrate of the town or 
e ſheriff of the county where he ſhall 
de confined, and in the Engliſh lan- 
page until farther orders from this 
r a future Congreſs, 

Reſolved, That the following ad- 
Witions and alterations, or amend- 
Wents be made in the rules and regu- 
itions of the continental army. 
1. All perſons convicted of holding 
treacherous correſpondence with, 
W giving intelligence to the enemy, 
Wali ſufter death or ſuch other pu- 
ihment as a general court-martial 
all think proper. 
2, All commiſſioned officers found 
ilty by a general court-martial of 
y — or 9 ſhall 
eit his pay, ip/o facto ca- 
ered, and 5m 44" 4 further 
vice as an officer. 
3. All non-commiſſioned officers 
d ſoldiers, oonvicted before a regi- 
una court-martial, of ſtealing, 
Wdezzling, or deſtroying ammuni- 


. 


tion, proviſion, tools, or any thing 
belonging to the public ſtores, if 2 
non - commiſſioned officer, to be re- 
duced to the ranks, and puniſhed 
with whipping, not leſs than fifteen 
nor more than thirty-nine laſhes, at 
the diſcretion of the court-martial, if 
a private ſoldier, . with the ſame cor- 
poral puniſhment. 

4. In all caſes where a commiſ- 
ſioned officer is caſhiered for cowar- 
dice or fraud, it be added to the pu- 
niſhment that the crime, name, place 
of abode, and puniſhment of the de- 
linquent be publiſhed in the news- 
papers in and about the camp, and of 
that Colony from which the offender 
came or uſually reſides, after which 
it ſhall be deemed ſcandalous for any 
officer to affociate with him. 

5. Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall 
begin, excite, cauſe or join in any 
mutiny or ſedit.on, in the regiment, 


troop, or company, to which he be- 


longs, or in any other regiment, 
troop, or company of the continen- 
tal forces, either by land or ſea, or 
in any party, poſt, detachment, or 
uard, on any pretence whatſoever, 
all ſuffer death, or ſuch other pu- 


niſhment, as a general court-martial 


ſhall direct. 

7. Whatſoever commiſſioned offi- 
cer ſhall be found drunk on his guard, 
party, or other duty under ams, he 
thall be caſhiered and drummed out 
of the army with infamy ; any non- 
commiſſioned officer or ſoldier ſo of- 
fencing, ſhall he ſentenced to be 
whipt, not leis than twenty nor more 
than thirty-nine laſhes, according to 
the nature of the offence. 

8. Whatſoever officer or ſoldier, 


mom as centinel, ſhall be found 


eeping upon his poſt, or ſhall leave 
it before he be regularly 'relieved, if 
a commiſſioned officer, he ſha!l be 
caſhiered and drummed out of the 
company with infamy; if a non- 
commiſſioned officer or ſoldier, he 
ſhall be ſentenced to be whipped, not 
le than twenty, nor more than thirty- 
a nine 
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nine laſhes, according to the nature 
of the offence. 

H. No officer or ſoldier ſhall lie out 
of his quarters or camp, without leave 
from the commanding othcer of the 
regiment, upon penalty, if an offi- 
cer, of being mulcted one month's 
Pay for the firſt offence, and caſhiered 
for the ſecond; if a non-commiſ- 
ſioned officer or ſoldier, of being con- 
fined ſeven days on bread and water 
for the firſt offence, and the ſame 

iſhment and forfeiture of a week's 
pay for the ſecond. 

10. Whatſoever officer or ſoldier 
ſhall miſbehave himfelf before the 
enemy, or ſhamefully abandon any 

committed to his charge, or ſhall 
ſpeak wo ds inducing others to do the 
like, he ſhall ſuffer death. 

11. All public ſtores taken in the 
enemy's camp, or magazines, whe- 
ther of artillery, ammunition, cloath- 
ing, or proviſions, ſhall be ſecured for 
the uſe of the United Colonies. And 
all commiſſioned officers found guilty 
by a general court-martial * em- 
bezzling the ſame, or any of them, 
ſhall forfeit alſo his pay, be 1% facto 
caſhicred, and deemed unfit for fur- 
ther ſervice as an officer ; and all non- 
commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, 
convicted before a regimental court- 
martial, of ftealing or embezzling 
the ſame, if a non-commiſſioned of- 
ficer, ſhall be reduced to the ranks, 
and puniſhed with whipping, not lets 
than fifteen, nor more than thirty- 
nine laſhes, at the diſcretion of the 
court-martial, if a private ſoldier, 
with the ſame puniſhment. 

12. If any officer or ſoldier ſhall 
leave his polt, or colours in time of 
an engagement, to go in fearch of 
plunder, he ſhall, if a commiſſioned 
officer, be caſhiered and drummed out 
of the army with infamy, and forfeit 
all ſhare of-p'under, if a non-com- 
miſſioned officer of ſoldier, be Whip- 
ped, not leſs than twenty, ner more 
than thirty-nine laſhes, according to 
the nature of the offence, and fortcit- 


all ſhare of plunder taken from the 
enemy. 

13. Every officer commanding a 
regiment, troop, or company, ſuall, 


upon — to him, by the 


commiffary the muſters, or from 
one of his deputics, aſſemble the re- 
giment, troop, or company, under his 
command, in the molt convenient 
place for their being muſtered, on pe- 
nalty of being cathiered and mulcted 
of his pay. 

14. Atevery muſter the command. 
ing officer of each regiment, troop, 
or company there preſent, ſhall give 
to the commiſſary of the muſters cer- 
tiicates, ſigned by himſelf, fignify. 
ing, how be ſuch officers, non- 
commiſſioned officers, and ſoldiers, 
who ſhall not appear at the ſaid muſ- 
ter, have been abſent, and the reaſon 
of their abſence, which reaſons, and the 
time of their abſence, ſhall be inſerted 
in the muſter rolls, oppoſite tothe name: 
of ſuch abſentees; and the ſurgeons 
or their mates ſhall, at the ſame time, 
give to the commiſſary of muſters a 
certificate, figned by them, ſignify- 
ing the ſtate of health or ſickneſs of 
thoſe under their care, and the ſaid 
certificates ſhall, together with the 
muſter rolls, be by the ſaid commiſ- 
ſary tranſmitted to the general, and 
to this or any future Congreſs of the 
United Colonies or committee, ap- 
pointed thereby, within twenty days 
after ſuch muſter being taken, on fail- 
ure whereof the commiſſary ſo offend- 
ing, mall be diſcharged from the 
ſervice. 

15. Every officer who ſhall be con- 
viat-d befor: a general court- martial, 
of having ſigned a falſe certificate, 
relating to the abſence of either of- 
ficer, non-commiſſioned officer, or 
private ſoluier, an every ſurgeon or 
mate, convicted of ftigning a falſe 
certificate, relating to the health or 
ſickneſs of thoſe under his care, ſhall 
be caſhiered. 

16. All officers and ſoldiers, who 
ſhall wilfuily, or through negligence, 
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diſobey any general or ſpecial orders, 
mall be puniſhed at the diſcretion of 
4 regimental court-martial, where 
the offence is againſt a regimental 
order, and at the diſcretion of a ge- 
neral court-martial, where the of- 
fence is againſt an order given from 
the commander in chief, or the com- 
manding officer of any detachment or 
poſt, and ſuch general court-mattial 
can be had. | 

Reſolved, That three new mem- 
bers be added to the committee for 
importing arms, ammunition, &c. 
and that any five of them be a quo- 
rum. . 

The members choſen Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. Bullock. 

The Congreſs taking into conſi- 
deration the recommendation for field 
officers of the New- Jerſey battalions. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will 

eed by ballot to the election of 

the ſaid field officers, 

The ballots being taken and exa- 
mined ; 

Lord Sterling was elected Colonel 
of the firſt of the two battalions, 

Wiliam Wind, Eſq; Lieutenant 
Colonel of ditto, | 
" De Hart, Eſq; Major of 

tto. 
William Maxwell, Eſq; Colonel 
of the ſecond of ditto. 

Iſrael Shreive, Eſq; Lieutenant 
Colonel of ditto. | 

David Rhea, Eſq; Major of ditto. 

Mr. Dickinſon delivered a verbal 
meſſage from the Aſſembly of Penn- 


ſylvania, reſpecting the reſolve ſent to 


them by Mr. Kean, and Mr. Deane, 
defiring to know on what evidence 
the Congreſs 3 the apprehenſion 
therein expreſſed, of hoſtilities com- 
mencing, at or near Wyoming, be- 
tween the intiabitant of the Colony 
ef Pennſylvania and thoſe of Con- 
necticut. . 
Ordered, That the ſame be re- 


ferred till to-morrow. 


The committee appointed to take 


i ;a&. 


into conſideration the letters from the 
Convention of New-York, and the 
ſtate of that Colony, brought in their 


report. hs 

Ordered, That the ſame be re- 
ferred till to-morrow. 
The order of the day being renewed. 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
WedneJday, November 8, 17 


75. 
Reſolved, That a comm itte an 


three be appointed to confer with 
Mr. Kirkland. | | 

The members choſen Mr. Cuſhing, 
Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Ward. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due. | 

To Alexander Klinger, for provi- 
ſions furniſhed to Captain Hendrick's 
company Cg 10 and to Reſina Mour- 
er, for ferriage 9/2, the whole to be 

aid per order to Henry Chriſt, be- 
ing 26 5 dollars. 

To George Kungle, for proviſions 
furniſhed to Captain Roſs's company, 
£4 16 10, = 12.9 dollars. 

To Henry Valentine, for tran- 


ſcribing writings for the Congreſs, 


£3 18, = 10.4 dollars. | 

To Samuel Bear, for proviſions 
furniſhed to ſeveral companies, £27 
15 7, to be paid per order to Tho- 
mas Compton = 74 dollars. | 

To ſundries, per certificates and 
accounts forwarded by Lewis Ogden, 
fot neceſſaries furniſhed Capt. Roſs's 
company, and for a guard over a pow- 
der waggon, £42 6 2 New-York 
currency, to be paid per order to 


To Henty Dearing, for neceſſaries 
furniſhed to Captain Roſs's company, 
£6 17, to be paid per order to John 
Biddle, junior, being 18.3 dollars. 

Ts John Jones, for ferriage and 
proviſions for Capt. Roſs's company, 
£2, = 5.3 dollars. 

To Matthias Slough per certifi- 
cates, for proviſions furniſhed ſeveral 


rifle companies, £22 3 2 = 59-4 


dollars, 


' To ſundries per certificates, fur- 
F niſhed 


George Kennedy, * 105 dollars. 
0 
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| niſhed Captain Roſs company, C2 
15 5, New-Yotk currency, to . 74 
order to 50.4 dollars, 
Ordered that the above be paid. 
The congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
the New- Vork letter, &c. | | 
' Reſolved, That a commander with 
the rank of a colonel be appointed to 
fake the command of the fortifications 
or fortreſſes on Hudſon's river in the 
highlands. | | . 
* Reſolved, 
to the convention of New-York, to 
impower the ſaid commander to call 
together and command 200 men of 
the militia of Ducheſs, Orange, and 
Ulſter counties, and one company of 
artillery from the city of New-York, 
who Ra be ni tie in the highlands 
until relieved by the com of ar- 
tillery, directed by this Congreſs to 
be raiſed in the city of New-York, 
and ſuch other continental troops as 
may hereafter be directed to take pol- 
ſeſſion of the ſame. | 
© Reſolved, That the minute men or 
militia, while on ſervice, be main- 
tained and paid at the ſame rate, as 
the reſt of the continental forces. 
Reſolved, That a number of the 
militia of the counties of Ducheſs, 
Orange, and Ulſter, be formed into 
independent. companies, under the 
direction of the commander of the 
faid fortreſſes, and in caſe of alarm, 
be directed to repair to the ſeveral 
fations in the high ands, which, in 
order to prevent cunfuſion, ſhould be 
immediately aſſigned them. 
| Reſolved, That the troops, which 
ſhall at any time hereafter be directed 
to garriſon the fortreſſes in the high- 
lands, be put under the directions of 
the commander of the fortreſſes, 
except when headed by a gencral 
officer. %h 
Reſolved, That the. deputy-com- 
miſſary general be directed to prov de 
ſufficient proviſion for one thouland 
men for one month, and keep that 


quantity in ſtock, 


That it be recommended 


' Reſolved, That the powder feit 


army of 


from this place to General Schuyler months, 
be remanded, if it can be any wa 1 
ſpared, and left at the fortreſſes in the argumer 
highlands. | ſoldiers 
Reſolved, That the bills of ale) until the 
for the veſſels ordered to be purchaſed, fure the: 
be made to the continental treaſurers, taken ca 
or thoſe who ſhall ſucceed them in r cloat 
that office, in truſt nevertheleſs for the * You 
uſe of the continent, or their repre. at Ticon 
ſentatives, in Congreſs met, be put in 
Reſolved, That the appointment MW # the & 
of a commander of the fortreſſes on - wg 
Hudſon's river be deferred till to- * You 
morrow. to purcha 
Mr. Dyer having, on account of dier „ Wh 
indiſpoſition, deſired to be exculed their arm 
from going to the northward, the i bare none 
Congreſs proceeded to the election of .. If th: 
another in his ſtead; and Mr. R. inforcemei 
Livingſton was choſen. concert w 
The committee appointed to pre- Hiſe any n 
pare a draught of inſtructions, re- ** Canada 
ported the ſame, which being read, New. Engl. 
and debated by paragraphs, were bo poſſeſs t 
agreed to as follows: 3 
Inftru@ions to R. R. Livingſton, Be. N ert your ut 
bert Treat Paine, and J. Langdon, the Canadi: 
Ejquires. with theſe 
«« Gentlemen, form from 
*« The Congreſs expect that you rnd 
repair with as much wy uk as the 2 to tl 
neceſſary preparations for your jour· Ide preſent 
ney will admit, to Ticonderoga, in NN a re 
order to conſuit with Gen. Schuyler Ie. expected 
what number of forces will be necel- _ in th 
ſary in Canada, and of the beſt and 4 diſtricts 
molt efficacious method for procuring}. 
or continuing ſuch forces in the north. * You m- 
ern department during the enſuing gd a 
wintcr, of engaging the inhabitants * err ri. 
of the Colony of Canada to accede u on their 
the afſoczation of the United Cole — endea 
nies, and of protecting them for tha © weir pot 
future againſt their and our enemies. © governm: 
If, upon ſuch a conference, | eir perſons 


' ſhall be judged neceflary, you 2 derived fri 


authorized to dir ct M. ein- r 

the Deputy Commiſſary General, . 

furniſh the neceſſary proviſions for a PoVered fu 
arm 


amy of chree thouſand men for ſix 
months. | 
« You are to make uſe of every 
argument, to induce the officers and 
ſoldiers to re-inliſt, or at leaſt to ſtay 
until they can be relieved, and to aſ- 
fore them, that the Congreſs have 
taken care to ſupply them with pro- 
r cloathing. 
« You are to direct the fortreſſes 
at Ticonderoga and Crown-Point to 
be put into ſuch a poſture of defence, 
as the ſtate of our affairs may re- 
quire. 
« You are to adviſe the General 


to purchaſe of ſuch officers and ſol- 


diers, who have arms and are ſick, 
their arms for the uſe of thoſe, who 
have none or bad ones and are well, 

If there ſhould be occaſion of re- 
inforcements, you are empowered, in 
concert with General Schuyler, to 
raiſe any number that can be procured 
in Canada, New-York, or any of the 
New-England governments, in order 
to poſſeſs themſelves of Montreal and 
Quebec. 

* The Congreſs defire you, to ex- 
ert your utmoſt endeavours to induce 
the Canadians to accede to @ union 
with theſe Colonies, and that they 
form from their ſeveral pariſhes a 
Provincial Convention, and ſend de- 
legates to this Congreſs. And as in 
ihe preſent unſettled ſtate of that 
country a regular election can hardly 
be expected, the Congreſs will ac- 
quieſce in the choice of fuch pariſhes 
nd diftrias, as are willing to join 


Lou may, and are hereby em- 
powered to aſſure them, that we ſhall 
zold their rights as dear as our own, 
nd on their union with us, exert our 
tmoſt endeavours to obtain for them 
d their pofterity the bleſſings of a 
Fee government, and that ſecurity to 
eir perſons and property, which 
derived from the Britiſh conſtitu- 
on. 
And you may, and are hereby 
mpowered further to declare, that we 


N 
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hold facred the rights of conſcience, 
and ſhall never .moleſt them in the 
free enjoyment of their religion. 

* In caſe General Schuyler has not 
yet raiſed the regiment recommended 
to him to be raiſed in Canada, or in 
caſe he cannot proceed to Canada, 
you are to uſe all the means in your 
power to perfect the railing of a re- 
giment of Canadians, to join the 
continental forces, and you are, for 
that purpoſe, to take with you blank 
commiſſions, which, taking the ad- 
vice of the general officers in that de- 
partment, you are to fill up with the 
names of ſuch perſons, as have the 
moſt merit and beſt qualifications for 
the ſervice, 

* Congreſs direct you to acquaint 
General Schuyler, that they approve 
of his appointment of Capt. Dimon, 
to be a Brigade Major, and have or- 
dered him a commiſſion accordingly. 

The Congreſs moreover are de- 
firous that you ſhould take an accurate 
view of the ſtate of our fortifications 
upon Hudſon's river, and make a re- 
port of it as ſoon as it can conveni- 
ently be done. . 

% You are to direct that all ſuch 
cannon and military ſtores as ſhall 
not be wanted in Canada, or in the 
fortifications on the lakes to be ſent 
to Albany, there to remain until the 
Congreſs give farther directions con- 
cerning them, and for this purpoſe 
you are herewith furniſhed with a liſt 
of the ordnance and military ſtores, 
which were at thoſe places when 
taken, 

„ You are to inform the general 


that the pay of ſome of the officers 


is raiſed, and to take with you from 
the minutes, the additional eſtabliſh- 
. | 2 

* You are to direct all ſuch officers 
and ſoldiers as ſhall re- inliſt to be paid 
all arrears that may be due to them 
according to the rolls to be ſent by 
Governor Trumbull, who in the mean 
time will be requeſted by Congreſs to 
ſend the rolls to the general aſcer- 

F 2 taining 
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taining how long the men have been 
in ſervice. | 

The diſpoſition of the priſoners is 
approved of by the Congreſs, but the 

cers are not permitted to reſide in 
or near any ſe.- port. 

% You are authorized to aſſure Ma- 
jor Brown and Major Livingſton, that 
Congreſs have a juſt ſenſe of their im- 
portant ſervices, and will take the 


firſt proper opportunity to reward 
them ; 


Lou are alſo to acquaint the ge- 
neral, that General Montgomery's 
requeſt as to the pay of the company 
of artillery by him appointed is com- 
plied with. | | 

« A committee will be appointed 
to procure as much hard money as 
will be neceſſary to be tranſmitted to 
che deputy pay-maſter general in the 
northern army, to be uied in Canada. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 

inted to make an eſtimate, &c. 
Fathoriſed to contract tor the making 
proper paper for a future emiſſion of 
paper bills of credit. | 
. Reſolved, That the preſident draw 
2n order on the treaſurers for the ſum 
of 3000 dollars, in favour of the 
committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, 
agreeable to the requeſt of the ho- 
nourable the afſembly, towards the 


expence of the battalion ordered to 


be raiſed in ſaid Colony. 

" Reſolved, That all letters to and 
from the delegates of the United 
Colonies, during the feſſions of Con- 
greſs, paſs and te carried free of 
poſtage, the members having en- 


* 


giged upon honour not to frank or 


- encloſe any letters but their own. 


' Ordered, That this be publiſhed. 
Refolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers for the ſum of twen- 
ty thouſand dollars in favour of Fran- 
cis Lewis and Roger Sherman, Eſqrs. 
to enable them to pay for the cloath- 
Ing they were ordered to purchaſe. 
The matters to this day referred 
potng poſtponed, and the order of 
the Kw 7 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Thurſday, November g, 1775. 

A letter from the agents reſpecting 
the delivery of the petition and the 
reception it met with, was read. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary pub. 

liſh the ſubſtance of ſaid letter. 
* Reſolved, That the appointment 
of a commander of the ſaid fortreſle; 
be poſtponed to Wedneſday next, and 
that Captain John Hanſon take and 
keep the command of the ſaid for. 
treſſes and the troops there, until the 
Congreſs ſha]l appoint a commander, 
On application made by the dele- 
gates o Georgia, 

Reſolved, That the preſident dray 
an order on the treaſurers in favour 
of the delegates of that Colony, fer 
the ſum of five thouſand dollars, to- 
wards the expence of the battalion or. 
dered to be raiſed there, the ſaid Co- 
lony to account for the ſame, 

'The committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition from ſome inhabi- 
tants of Nova-Scotia brought in their 
report, and the ſame being taken in- 
to conſideration and debated, wa 


poſtponed for further debate till to- 


morrow. 

The order of the day renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Friday, November 10, 1775. 

Reſolved, That an order be draw: 
on the treaſurers for 10co dollars 
favour of Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Paine 
and Mr. Langdon, the committe 
appointed to repair to the northward, 
©" Reſolved, That the goods bougk 
for the northern army be ſent | 
land to Dob's ferry, and that the p 
fident write to the convention of Nev 
York, and deſire them to have a vei 
ſel ready to take in the ſaid good 
and tranſport them immediately 
lbany, NE ne get 
' Reſolved, That the medicines pi 
chaſed in this city for the army 
Cambridge be ſent thither by land. 

Reſolved, That a committee 

appointed to enquire into the ſtatet 
Colony of Virginia, to confide 
1 85 a whe 1 
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onſiderable 
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"©: 
whether any, and what proviſions 
may be neceſſary for its defence, and 


report the ſame to Congreſs. 
That the committee conſiſt of 


Ve. 

: The members choſen, Mr. S. 
Adams, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Ward, and Mr. Johnſon. 

Reſolved, that all letters to and 
from the commander in chief of the 
continental army, or the chief com- 
mander in the army in the noxthern 
department, paſs and be carried free 
of poſtage. + 

Reſolved, That the commander of 
the New- Jerſey battalions be directed 
to march ſix companies of ſaid bat- 
talions as ſoon as they are compleat- 
ed, to garriſon the fort on Hudſon's 
river, in the highlands, in the Colo- 
ny of New-York. 

Reſolved, That there be paid to 
John Wendall, the expreſs from Al- 
bany, who has been detained twelve 
days by order of Congreſs, the ſum 
of 16 dollars for the time he has been 
detained, ' | 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the de- 
legates of New. Jerſey, for 5000 dol- 
lars towards the expence of the bat- 
talion ordered to be raiſed in that 
Colony. ; 

Ordered, That the delegates of 
Pennſylvania call on the gentlemen 
appointed to fign the continental 
bills, and requeſt them with all poſ- 
lible expedition to compleat that bu- 
lineſs. 2 

The committee appointed to con- 
lider farther ways — means of pro- 
moting the manufacture of ſalt- petre, 
brought in their report, which was 
read in theſe words. 2 

It appears to your committee, that 
kilful perſons ſent to Virginia, and 
mployed there in a pubiic ſalt- petre 
work under the inſpection of gen- 
lemen, who will ſuperinted it, may 
th ſufficient aſſiſtance produce a 
onſiderable quantity of that article, 
ad that a farther ſupply of it may be 


ploy and ſet to work ſuch and ſo ma- 
| judge fit to collect earth, from which 


x — — = — — rn rm — 
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rocured from the other Colonies 
if the aſſemblies, conventions, and 
councils of ſafety will appoint pro- 
per perſons in their reſpective Colo- 
nies, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be to em- 


ny of their countrymen, as they ſhall 


nitrous ſalt may be extracted, and to 
manufacdure it into ſalt- petre. 

The Congreſs taking into conſi- 
deration the ſaid report. 

Reſolyed, That Richard Bland, 
Peter Poythreſs, John Banniſter, 
John Buffin, Archibald Cary, Ben- 
jamin Warkins, John Tabb, Rich- 
ard Adams, Richard Randolph, and 
Theodoric Bland the younger Eſqrs. 
or any five or more of them be de- 
fired and empowered to agree with 
the proprietors: of the public ware- 
houſes, and of other places impreg- 
nated with nitre, in the counties of 
Prince-George, Dinwiddie, Cheſter- 
field, and Henrico ; Carter Braxton, 
John Syme, Burwell Baſſet, Bar- 
tholemew Dandridge, William Ay= 
lett, George Brook, George Lyne, 
and George Webb, Eſqrs. or any 
five or more of them, with ſuch pro- 

rietors in the county of Hanover, 
New Kent, King William, and King 
and Queen; Edmund Pendleton, 
James Taylor, George Stubblefield, 
Mann Page the younger, Joſeph 
Jones, William Fitzhugh, of Somer- 
ſet, and Fielding Lewis, Eſqrs. or 
any four or more of them, with ſuch . 
proprietors in the counties of Caroli- 
na, Spotſylvania, and King George ; 
and Charles Carter, of Stafford, 
Thomas Lucwell Lee, Henry Lee, 
Thomas Blackburn, Charles Broad- 
water, and George Maſon, Eiſqrs, 
or any three or more of them, — 
ſuch proprietors in the county of Staf- 
ford, Prince William and Fairfax, 
in the Colony of Virginia, to pur- 
chaſe for the uſe of the United Co- 
lonies all the falt-petre, which may 
within twelve calendar months be 
produced from the floors and yards of 
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" the warehouſes and other places, un- 
Ker the management of ſuch . 
as the Congreſs ſhall appoint for 
purpoſe, and to pay to the owner 
of the ſoil if they will manufacture it 
at their own expence, after the 
rate of two fifths of a dollar for eve 
Fare weight avoirdupois of cl 

are and neat falt-petre delivered to 

"the gentlemen above named, for the 
uſe of the United Colonies, and to 
hire labourers, and provide the ne- 
teſſary apparatus to be employed un- 
der the direction of the ſaid managers 
in the ſoil of ſuch perſons, as thall 

not chuſe to adventure in the buſineſs 


uire fatisfaftion what they 
Mall be willing to take, fo that it do 
not exceed one forty-fifth part of a 
dollar for every pound weight avoir- 
dupois of ſalt-petre of the like quali- 
ty, in both which caſes the Congreſs 
will make good the contracts, and 
will pay all ſuch expences as ſhall be 
incurred by the gentlemen deſired to 
** the operation, on whoie 
„ influence and abilities to pro- 
cure with all convenient expediuon, 
a large quantity of this article ſo ne- 
ceſſary for the defence of their coun- 
try, and thereby render it a very im- 
tant ſervice, and by their example 
and activity to forward and encourage 
this uſeful work, the Congrels rely 
with conkdence. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the aſſemblies, conventions, and 
committees of ſafety of the Thirteen 
United Colonies to appoint certain 
perſons within each of the ſaid Colo- 
nies, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be to em- 
ploy, and ſet to work ſo many perſons 
as they may think proper, both to 
work up ſuch earth as is now fit for 
making ſalt- petre, and to collect to. 
gether and place in beds or walls un- 
der ſheds, all ſuch earth and compo- 
fition of materials as are ſuitable to 
produce ſalt- petre, after being duly 
expoſed to the air, in order to en- 
creaſe the produce of it, and that the 


delegates of the reſpedive Colonies be 


ö 1 


directed to ſend this reſolution, te. 


themſelves, paying to the owners if 


nia and M 


— 


gether _ the — of laſt (ef. 
tions re ing falt-petre to thei 

— — — cauſe — 
to be printed and made public there. 

Keſolved, That two battalions of 
marines be raiſed, confiſting of one 
colonel, two lieutenant colonels, two 
majors, and other officers as uſua] 
in other regiments ; that they conſiſt 
of an equal number of privates with 
other battalions; that particular care 
be taken, that no perſons be ap. 
— to offices, or inliſted into ſaid 
battalions, but ſuch as are good ſca- 
men, or ſo acquainted with maritime 
affairs as to be able to ſerve to advan- 
tage by fea when required: that they 
be inliſted and commiſſioned to ſerve 


for and during the prefent war be. 


tween Great-Britain and the Colo. 
nies, unleſs diſmiſſed by order of 
Congreſs ; that they be diſtinguiſhed 
by the names of the firſt and ſecond 
battalions of American marines, and 
that they be conſidered as part of the 
number, which the continental army 
before Boſton is ordered to conſiſt of. 
Ordered, Thar a copy of the above 
be tranſmitted to the general. 
The order of the day being re- 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Saturday, November 11, 1775. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 


to ſuch proprietors of tobacco ware- 


houſes, and tobacco houſes in Virgi 
land, as cannot ſpeedi- 
ly have the earth of the floors of their 
houſes worked for ſalt-petre, that 
they cauſe thoſe floors to be ſoon dug 
up and left fine, looſe and Tight, at 
leaſt ſix inches deep, ſuffering the to- 
bacco ftalks and traſhy leaves to be 
ſpread thereon, and leaving the doors 
open, eſpecially in dry weather, 2 

en as convenience will permit, 
whereby the foil will be much the 
more impregnated with nitrous par- 
ticles, the manufacture of ſalt-petre 
facilitated, and the quantity thereof 
greatly increaſed. ; 
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Two petitions, one from Charles 
Wharton, the other from James Loug- 
head, each praying to be appointed 
commiſſary to the battalions raiſing 
in this Colony, were read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appqinted to contract with 
ſuch perſon or perſons as will under- 
take at the cheapeſt rate, to ſupply 
ſach continental troops as are or may 
be in the barracks at Philadelphia 
during their ſtay there, with the ra- 
tions allowed by this Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Allen. 

Reſolved, That the recruiting of- 
fcers in Pennſylvania ſend: the re- 
cruits they may inliſt as ſoon as 
niſed, to the barracks in Philadel- 
hia, 

: A Letter from Volkerck P. Douw, 
Eſq; dated 6th inſt, was read. 

Reſolved, - That a committee be 
appointed to take into conſideration 
the foregoing letter, and the minutes 
of the treaty held with the Indians 
at Albany, by the Indian commiſ- 
honers of the northern department, 
and report thereon. 

That the committee conſiſt of five, 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Franklin, Mr. Sherman, Mr. 
Deane,. and Mr, Cuſhing. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to proceed to Ticonderoga 
and Canada, be directed to confer 
with the generals commanding in 


ending the whole or any part of the 
my under their command, with 
proper artillery and ammunition to 
Quebec, in order to ſecond Colonel 
Arnold's expedition, or to renew the 
tempt, ſhould his have failed, and 
0 give directions accordingly. 
Reſolved, Thar the fortifications of 
Webec, in caſe it comes into our 
ads, be repaired and furniſhed 

th ſuch proviſions, arms, ammuni- 
on and artillery as may be neceſſary 
r its ſecurity. 


hat department, on the propriety of. 


1 : 


Reſolved, That in caſe any one 
of the foregoing committee be diſabled 
or prevented from proceeding, the 
other two have full power to proceed 
and tranſact the bulineſs intruſted to 
them. - . 

The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Mr. Kirkland, brought in 
their report, whereupon, | 

Reſolved, That 113 dollars be paid 
to the Reverend Samuel Kirkland, for 
hzs paſt ſervices, out of the cantinen- 
tal treaſury. | | 

Reſolved, That for the propa 
tion of the goſpel amongſt the In- 
dians, and conciliating their affections 
to the United Colonies, and thereby 
E eg" friendſhip and neu- 
trality, Mr. Kirkland be continued 
in his miſſion amongſt them, and that 
for thoſe important purpoſes he be al- 
lowed and paid out of the continental 
treaſury, for the ſupport of himſelf 
and family the enſuing year, ſixty- 
five pounds ſterling, or 288.9 dollars, 
and that ſixty pounds ſterling, or 
266.6 dollars be advanced to him, to 
be by him diſpoſed of in ſuch manner 
as may beſt promote the happineſs 
of the Indians, and attach them ro 
theſe Colonies. : 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration. of the report be poſtponed 
until che committee to whom Mr. 
Douw's letter, and the minutes of the 


late treaty are teferred ſhall have made 


their report, 

Reſolved, That zooo tin cartouch 
boxes be made and ſent to the camp, 
or if tin ſufficient to make them can be- 
procured that it be ſent, | 

Ordered, That the delegates of 
Pennſylvania execute this. 

Relolved, That the ſalt- petre com- 
mittee be empowered to enter into 
a contract with the perſons, who of 
fer to go to Virginia on this buſineſs. 

Reſolved, That 50,000 dollars be 
ſent to the pay · maſter general, for the 


uſe of the army in the Maſſachuſett's- | | 


Bay. | | 
That $0,000 dollars be ſent to the 
— 
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Lonvention of New-York, to be ac- 
counted for by ſaid convention. 
Ordered, That the delegates of 
Pennſylvania be a committee, to 
count and forward the ſaid ſums under 


- & puard. 


eſolved, That the geard do not 
ght horſe, and 
„VV : 
Two petitions, one from Murray, 
Sanforn and others, and the oth 
from Jaſper Griffing, were read. | 
Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to take into con- 
ſideration E oegolhg petitions, and 
report thereon to Congreſs. 
The memhers choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Lee, and Mr. Johnſon. 
The order of the day being re- 
newed. 


. Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 


Monday, November 13, 1775. 
A letter from General Waſhinpon, 
with ſundry papers encloſed, was 


Ordered, That the rules and . 
tions be republiſhed, with the addi- 
tions and alterations lately made. 
Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to prepare a decla- 
ration in anſwer to ſundry illegal mi- 


niſterial proclamations that have late- 


ly appeared in America. | 
e members choſen, Mr. R. H. 

Wilſon, and Mr. W. 
Liringſton. 


Reſolved, That Thurſday the 23d 
inſt. be aſſigned for electing a briga- 
dier general. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ſerred being poſtponed, and the order 
of the day renewed, adjourned to 10 
o'clock to-morrow, and from thence 
to 10 o'clock on Wedneſda;. 

| Wedneſday, November 15, 1775. 

An expreſs having arrived with an 
account of the ſurrender of fort St. 

's, the letters from General 
huyler and General Montgomery, 
were read. 


Refolved, That an order for 842 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers, 


ceed on 


in favour of Captain Thomas Price, 
on account of his rifle company, he 
to be accountable for the ſame. 

The committee to whom the peti. 
tions from Jaſper Grifling and Mar. 
ray, Sanſom and company, and others, 
were referred, brought in their report, 
which was read and agreed to as follows; 
_ Your conimittee on the memorial 
of Jaſper Grifting are of opinion, 
that the examination of the facts, 
ſet forth in that memorial, ought to 
be referred to the committee of ob- 
ſervation for Guilford, and that the 
ſame being ſufficiently proved, the 
ſchooner Betſy mentioned in ſaid me. 
morial ought to be permitted to pro- 
er voyage with the c 
purchaſed and provided for her be. 
fore the 16th day of September laſt, 
the maſter and owner of the veſſel 
previouſly making oath, that they 
will dſe their beſt and utmoſt endea- 
vours, that the ſaid cargo ſhall be 
landed in ſome foreign port. | 

On the memorial of Murray, San- 
ſom and company, Tn 
and Frederick Rhinelander, of the 
city of New-York, your committee 
having examined as far as they could 
into the conduct of the parties con- 
cerned, find no ground to ſuſpe, 
that the owners of the cargo intended 
it ſhould be landed or diſpoſed in any 
other manner than ſet forth in the 
ſaid memorial, but your committee 
think there is juſt ground to ſuſpet;, 
that William Barron, the 


1 * of 
the ſhip Peggy, would not be very 


ſolicitous to prevent the cargo, which 
might be uſeful to the miniſterial ar- 
my, from falling into the poſſeſſion 
of the men of war, he having been 
before taken in the ſame ſhip, in 
Rhode-Iſland, with a cargo fron 
Cheſeapeak-bay, for Europe, nor cat 
your committee approve the condul 
of the owner of the ſhip who conti 
nued the captain afterwards. 

Your committee are therefore 
opinion that another maſter ought 


be appointed to the ſaid ſhip, . 
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mall be approved by the committee 
& Norwich, and that the time of her 
ailing, as well as her tract be ap- 
pointed by that committee, and the 
maſter {worn to uſe his beſt endeavors 
to prevent the ſaid ſhip failing into 
the poſſeſüon of any man of war or 
cutter, and to purtue as far as he can 
the orders of the laid committee in 
navigating the ſaid thip, on which 
terms your committee are of opinion 
the ſaid ſhip onght to be permitted to 
roceed with her cargo. 

A propoſal from Nathaniel Sackett, 
for making a quantity of ſalt-petre, 
being received and read. 

Ordered, That the ſame be refer- 
red to the ſalt-petre committee. 

The order of the day being re- 
newed. 

| Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thurſday, November 16, 1775. 

The aſſembly of Pennſylvania hav- 
ing by a reſolution of their houſe, re- 
commended three gentlemen for field 
officers to the battalion railing in ſaid 
colony, the ſame together with ap- 
plications from ſundries, to be ap- 
pointed adjutant and quarter-maſter 
to ſaid battalion, were read. 

Sundry papers from the general 
aſſembly of the colony of Maſſachu- 
ſetts- Bay, being laid before Congreſs 
and read. 

Reſolved, That theſe be referred 
to a committee of ſeven. 

The members choſen, Mr. John 
ſon, Mr. Sherman, Mr. W. Living- 
ſton, Mr. Ward, Mr. J:fterſon, Mr. 
Hooper, and Mr. Harritoa. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed on the 11th inſt. to contract 
tor ſupplying the troops in the bar- 
racks in Chi adelphia, be empowered 
to contract tor ſupplying the ſame 
herever tent for twelve calendar 

nonfhs, provided they are ſo long 
ontinued in the continental ſervice, 
0 commence next Monday. 

The committee of claims reported 
hat there is due to Henry Rankin, 
or proviſions to Captain Roſs's com- 
pany, 161.9 dollars. 


To John Hider, for carrying pow- 
der to Trenton, 10.6 dollars. 

This to be paid per order to Joſeph 
Jewell. 

To Francis Lee, for horſe-hire for 
expreſſes, 20 dollars. 

To John Little, for entertainment 
of ſundry expreſſes, 16.8 dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

The ſaid committee alſo reported 
an account of Major Coates and Cap- 
tæin Copperthwaite, which being 
read. 

Ordered, That the ſame lie on the 
table for the peruſal of the members. 

Ordered, That the delegates write 
to their colleagues, who are abſent, 
and inform them that the Congreſs 
expect their immediate attendance. 

Reſolved, That for the future no 
member abſent himſelf from Congreſs 
without leave of Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That it be a rule of this 
Congreſs, that every member remain 
in his ſeat whilſt any paper is read- 
ing or queſtion putting. 

The order of the day being renewed; 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, November 17, 1775. 

A letter from General Waſhington, 
enclofing a letter and journal of Co- 
lonel Arnold, and ſundry — be- 
ing received, were read, whereupon, 


Reſolved; That a committee of ſe- ' 


ven be appointed, to take into conſi- 
deration ſo much of the general's let- 
ter as relates to the difoſal of ſuch 
veſſels and cargoes belonging to the 
enemy, as ſhall fall into the hands of, 
or be taken by the inhabitants of the 
United Colonies, 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. W. Livingſton, Dr. Franklin, 
Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. Johnſon. 

Reſolved, That he priſoners taken 
at Ch mhly and St. John's be ſent 
to, and kept in the towns of Reading, 
Lancaſter, and Yurk, in the colony 
of Pennſylvania. 

That the committee appointed the 
11th inſtant to contract for ſupplying 
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the battalion raiſed in Pennſylvania, 
be empowered to diſtribute the faid 
priſoneis in the towns aforeſzid, and 
contract for their ſupport or ſubſiſt- 
ence. 

That the rations of the privates be 
the ſame as are allowed the privates 
in tne continental army. 

That orders iſſue to the officer who 
hes the charge of conducting the pri- 
ſoners, to march them by the neareſt 
road to Reading, in the colony of 
Penn y lvania, and that the deputy 
commiliary general be directed to tup- 
ply them with proviſions for their 
march, agreeable to the rations ſup- 

ied the continental army. 
That the ſaid commiſſary be di- 
rected, if the priſoners agree to it, to 
ſend the women, children, and bag- 
gage by water to Amboy, from 
' thence to be ſent acroſs to Borden- 
town, and from thence by water to 
Philadelphia, from which laſt place 
they will be ſent to join the garriſon 
in the towns allotted to them, this 
being judged the ſafeſt, cheapeſt, and 

moſt commodious way of conveying 


" Whereas it is become neceſſary to 
appoint a Colonel of the regiment of 
artillery, in the room of Colonel 
Gridley, on account of his advanced 


age. 
Resolved, That this Congreſs will 
indemnify Colonel Gridley tor any 
loſs of half pay, which he may ſuſtain 
in con ſequence ot his having been iu 
the ſervice of the United Colonies. 
The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the choice of a colonel of the regiment 
of art lery, and 
Henry Knox, Eſq. was unani- 
moulſly elected. 
Reſolved, That the commiſſioned 
officers taken in the forts of Chambly 
and St. John's be put upon their pa- 
role of honor, that they will not go 
into or near any ſeaport town, nor 
farther than fix miles diſtant from the 
reſpective places ot their reſidence 
without leave of the Continental Con- 
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greſs, and that they will carry on no 
political correſpondence whatever, on 
the ſubject of the diſpute between 
Great-Britain and the Colonies, 0 
long as they remain priſoners. 

Whereas the officers taken at Fort 
Chambly have becn permitted by 
General Schuyler, to make choice of, 
and to reſide in Trenton, in New- 
Jerſey, and the diſpoſition of the pri- 
ſoners by him made, has been ap- 
proved by Congrels. | 

Ordered, That a copy of the fore. 
going reſolution be ſent to the com- 
mittee of Trenton, and that the ſaid 
committee be deſired to get the ſame 
ſigned by the officers there. 

Reſolved, That the officers taken 
at St. John's, be ſent to Windham 
and Lebanon, in the colony of Con- 
necticut, provided General Schuyler 
has not given his word for another 
diſpoſition of them. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed, and the order 
ot the day renewed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday, 
Monday, November 20, 1775. 

Sundry letters from General Waſh- 
ington and Governor Trumbull, with 
papers encloſed, among which were 
intercepted letters from Cork, were 
read, 

Two petitions, one from Godfred 
Fehr, the other from Melchior Neff, 
were preſented to Congreſs and read. 

Captain John Hulbert, who wes 
ſent by General Schuyler to conduct 
the officers, who were taken priioners 
at Fort Chambly, to Trenton, at- 
tended and made report of his pro- 
ceedings. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 16669. 
dollars, be put into the hands of Mr. 
Thomas Lowry, of New. Jerſey, for 
the purpoſe af furniſhing the two bat- 
talions, raiſed in ſaid colony, with 


the articles allowed them, in lieu of 
bounty, and for one montn's pay © 


ſud battalions, he to ge ſecurity 

for the diſpolal of ſaid money, and 

to render account to Congrels. 
Ordered, 
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Ordered, That Mr. R. Morris 
confer with Mr. Lowry, and receive 
his propoſals with regard to the re 
compence he will expect for this ſer- 
vice. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to contract for ſupplying the 
battalions raiſed in Pennſylvania, be 
empowered to adveriiſe and receive 
propoſals, and contract for ſupplying 
the above two battalions with the 
rations allowed them. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the choice of an adjutant for the bat- 
talion, under the command of Colo- 
nel Lord Sterling, raiſed in the eaſt- 
ern diviſion of New - Jerſey, and Alex- 
ander Clough was elected. 

Reſolved, That General Schuyler 
be directed to make farther ſearch in 
the places, where the lead was found 
at Crown-Point and Ticonderoga, 
and that he ſen] as much lead as can 
be ſpared to the camp at Cambridge. 

Re olved, That the intercepted 
letters be referred to the committee of 
ſeven, appointed the 17th inſt. in or- 
der to ſelect ſuch parts of them as it 
may be proper to publiſh, and that 
they lay the extracts before Congreſs. 

The orders of the day being re- 
newed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, Nowember 21, 1775, 
Mr. Morris, who was appointed 

to confer with Mr. Lowry, having 

made his report, and the ſame being 
conſidered, | 

Reſolved, That Mr. Lowry be al- 
lowed one and a quart-r per cent. in 
full of all charges, for the money 
paſſing through his hands. | 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to 
take into conſideration the petitions 
from Bermuda to them referred, and 
after ſome time ſpent therein, the 
prefident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the committee 
had taken into conſideration the peti- 
tion to them referred, and had come 
io certain reſolutions thereon, which 


he read in his place, and then deli- 
vered 1n. 

The report of the committee being 
again read, | 

Ordered, That the ſame be conſi- 
dered to-morrow, 

The orders of the day being re- 
newed, | 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Wedneſday, November 22, 1775. 

The Cangreſs reiumed the conſi- 
deration of the report ſrom the com- 
mittee of the whole, which was agreed 
to as follows: 

The committee of the whole houſe 


to whom were referred the ſcveral 


petitions from the iſland of Bermuda, 
repreſenting the diftreſs to which they 
are expoſed by the non- exportation 


agreement, and praying to be relieved 


in ſuch manner, as the Congreis may 
deem conſiſtent with the ſafety of 
America, report that they have con- 
ſidered the ſame, and thereupon 
came to the following reſolutions. 
That the inhabitants of the iſland 
of Bermuda, appear friendly to the 
cauſe of America, and ought to be 
ſupplied with ſuch, and ſo great a 
quantity of the produce of theſe Co- 
lonies, as may be neceſſary for their 
ſubſiſtence and home conſumption; 
that in the opinion of this committee 
they will annually require for the 
purpoſes aforeſaid 72000 buſhels of 
Indian corn, 2000 barrels of - bread 
or flour, 1000 barrels of beef or pork, 
2100 buſhels of peas or beans, and 
300 tierces of rice, and that they be 
permitted to export the ſame yearly, 
That the ſaid inhabitants ought to 
ay for the above annual allowance 
in ſalt, but it is not the defign of 
this reſolution to exclude them from 
the privilege of receiving American 
produce to any amount in exchange 
for arms, ammuaition, ſalt-petre, 
ſulphur, and field pieces, agreeable 
to a reſolution of Congreſs paſſed the 
15th of July laſt. 
That to enable ſuch of theſe Colo- 
nies as can conveniently furniſh the 
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ifland of Bermuda with the above- 
mentioned annual allowance, to di- 
vid whatever advantages may reſult 
there from, in proportion to their re- 
ſpective ſhares of the general expence 
—it is further the Opinion of this 
committee. 

That the colony of South-Carolina 
ſupply them with zoo tierces of rice. 
That the colony of North Carolina 
ſupply them with 16000 buſhels of 
Indian corn, and 468 buſhels of peas 
cr beans. | 

That the colony of Virginia ſupply 
them with 36000 buſhels of Indian 
corn, and 1050 buſhels of peas or 
beans. 

That the colony of Maryland ſup- 
ply them with 20000 buſhels of In- 
dian corn, and 582 buſhels of peas or 
beans, 

That the colony of Pennſylvania 
ſupply them with 1200 barrels of flour 
or bread, and 6co barrels of beef or 
pork. 

That the colony of New-York ſup- 
P'Y them with 800 barrels of flour or 

read, and 400 barrels: of beef or 

k. | 

That the conyentions or commit- 
tees of ſafety of the above-mentioned 
Colonies, ought to ſuperintend the 
ſaid exportation, provide againſt 
frauds, and take care, that in ex- 
changing the ſaid commodities of 
ſalt and proviiions no undue advan- 
tage be taken by either party of their 
mutual wants,, and further, that no 
veſſel employed in this buſineſs ovght 
to load without their permiſſion, and 
that when they ſhall, in purſuance 
of theſe reſolutions, permit any of 

the ſaid veſſels to load, they do give 
notice thereof to the committee of 
inſpection of the county, city, or 
town where ſuch veſſel ſhall load, and 
inform them that the ſame is done 
pnder the authority, and by order of 
this Congreſs. | | 

That Edward Stiles be permitted 
under the direction of the committee 
of ſafety of the colony of Pennſylva- 


nia, to ſend the brig Sea-nymph, Sa, 
muel Stobel, malter, with 4003 
buſhels of Indian corn, 3co barrels 
of flour, 100 barrels of bread, 25 
barrels of pork, 8 barrels of beef, zo 
boxes of ſoap, and 15 barrels of ap. 
ples to Bermuda, for the immediate 
ſupply of the inhabitants, and that 
the {aid cargo be conſidered as part 
of the annual allowance aforefaid for 
the year enſuing. 

The committee on Volckert p. 
Douw's letter, and the minutes of the 
treaty at Albany, brought in their 
report, which being read and de- 
bated. | | 

Reſolved, 'That the further confi. 
deration thereof be deferred till to- 
morrow. | 

The orders of the day being re. 
newed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Thurſday, November 23, 1775. 
Reſolved, That 120 dollars be 

paid to Captain John Hulbert, and 

charged to General Schuyler, and 
that ſaid J. Hulbert, after ſtationing 
his men at the fortreſſes on Hudſon's- 
river have leave to be abſent 10 Cays, 

The committee for fitting out 
armed veſſels laid before Congrels, a 
draught of rules for the government 
of the American navy, and article 
to be ſigned by the officers and men 
employed in that ſervice, which were 
read and ordered to lie on the tabl: 
for the peruſal of the members. 

The committee on General Waſh- 
ington's letter brought in their x. 


port, which being read. 


Ordered, That the fame lie on th: 
table for the peruſal of the members. 

The Congreſs then reſumed t 
conſideration of the report of the 
committee on Mr. Douw's letter, and 
the Albany treaty, and after debat 
the firſt paragraph was poſtponed, and 
the remainder agreed to as follows: 

The committee to whom it wi 
referred to take into conlideratic 
the letter from Volckert P. Douy 


Efq. and the minutes of the o 
el 


held wi 
the com 
the nor 
mined t 
followin 
That 
mittee, 
that thi 
their det 
opened 
dkenecta 
exert th. 
procure 
want, an 
wiſe regu 
tice may 
hope tho 
ceſsful. 
That ( 
to furniſ] 
bany wit 
ſpare it, | 
Indians, 
ſtances, a 
want of tl 
That tl 
acting Ind 
departmen 
the Moha 
poration « 
controverſ; 
the land d 
late treaty 
to them, a 
ſhall a 
T . 
fired, at t. 
Colonies, t 
tain the Sa 
ix nations, 
ly to theſe 
and meſſen 
hoſpitality \ 
or Skenecta 
gence of pu 
and for this 
be lodged i 
commiiſione 
That the 
rected to em 
reaſonable ſ 
and work fo 
nations. 


( 49 ) 


held with the Indians at Albany, by 
the commiſſioners for Indian affairs in 
the northern department have exa- 
mined the ſame, and come to the 
following reſolutions thereupon: 

That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that the Indians be aſſured 
that this Congreſs are pleaſed with 
their deſire, that the trade ſhould be 
opened as formerly at Albany and 
denectady, that the Congreſs will 
exert their ſtrenuous endeavours to 
procure the goods the Indians may 
want, and put the trade under ſuch 
wiſe regulations, as that mutual juſ- 
tice may be effected, and that they 
hope thoſe endeavours will be ſuc- 
ceſsful. 

That General Schuyler be defired 
to furniſh the commiſſioners at Al- 
bany with ſome powder, if he can 
ſpare it, to be diſtributed among the 
Indians, who, 1n the preſ-nt circum- 
ſtances, are much diſtreſied by the 
want of that article. 

That the commiſſioners for tranſ- 
acting Indian affairs in the northern 
department be deſired to obtain from 
the Mohawk Indians, and the cor- 
poration of Albany, a ſtate of the 
controverſy between them concerning 
the land deſired by the former in the 
late treaty at Albany to be reſtored 
to them, and report the matter as it 
ſhall appear to them to the Congreſs, 

That the ſaid commiſſioners be de- 
fired, at the expence of the United 
Colonies, to provide for and enter- 
tain the Sachems and warriors of the 
ſix nations, and other Indians friend- 
ly to theſe Colonies, their attendants 
and meſſengers, with the accuſtomed 
noſpitality when they come to Albany 
or Skenectady to treat or give intelli- 
gence of public affairs or upon a viſit, 
and for this purpoſe that 750 dollars 
be lodged in the hands of the ſaid 
commillioners ſubject to account. 

That the ſaid commiſſioners be di- 
rected to employ two blackſmiths for 
reaſonable ſalaries, to reſide among 
and work for the Indians of thg fix 
nations. 


That the ſaid commiſſioners be 
empowered to employ an interpreter, 
with a ſalary of 222. 2 dollars 5 the 
year, commencing the 12th day of- 
this month, who ſhall alſo be allowed 
his travelling expences, . to be ſettled 
by the commiſſioners, and James 
Deane, if they judge him well quali- 
fied, is recommended to execute this 
office. 

That 23 dollars be paid to James 
Deane over and above the 75 dollars 
advanced him by the commiſſioners 
for his paſt ſervices. 

Reſolved, That three members be 
added to the committee on the Albany 
treaty, and that they be directed to 
confider of a plan for carrying on a 
trade with the Indians, and to deviſe 
ways and means for procuring goods 
proper for that trade. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lewis, 

Whereas Major Hawley, who was 
elected one of the commiſſioners of 
Indian affairs in the northern depart- 
ment, cannot on account of the fitua- 
tion of his private affairs attend that 
buſineſs, and he having by his letter 
deſired to be excuſed from that ſer- 
vice. 

Reſolved, That to-morrow be aſ- 


ſigned for electing a commiſſioner of 


Indian affairs in the northern depart- 
ment, in the room of the ſaid Major 
Hawley. 

Information being given to Con- 
greſs, that certain frauds have been 
attempted in executing contracts for 
the continent. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to enquire into that 
matter, 

The members choſen, Mr. Sher- 
man, Mr, Lynch, Mr. Johnſon, Co- 


lonel Lee, and Mr. S. Adams. 


Application being made by Mr. 
Jay, in behalf of Lieutenant Hamar, 
one of the priſoners at Trenton, for 
leave to reſide with Mr. Duer, near 
Saratoga, the ſame was granted, he 
to be on the ſame parole as other 

officers, 
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officers, with this variation, not to 
go further than 12 miles from the 
place now aſſigned him. 

Application being alſo made in be- 
half of lieutenant Symes, now a pri- 
ſoner in the goal of Philade'phia; 
for leave to reſide at Trenton, on 
the ſame parole as the other officers 
there, the ſame was granted. 

Information being given to Con- 
= by the committee of inſpection 
= that ſundry perſons in this city 

ave refuſed to receive in payment or 
give cuirency to the bills iſſued þy 
order of this Congreſs, and allo to 
thoſe emitted by the aſſembly of this 
vince. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
ſeven be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration, and report thereon to Con- 

ls. 

The members choſen, Mr. Jay, 
Doctor Franklin, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. 
Rutledge, and Mr. Jefferſon. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed, and the or- 
ders of the day renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Friday, Nowember 24, 1775. 

The committee to whom the in- 
tercepted letters were referred, brought 
zn their report, which being read and 
«rs + | | 

Ordered, That the ſaid committee 

bliſh the extracts now laid before 
— and that they get 1000 
copies of the 1ame, together with an 
authentic account of the c pture of 
Chambly and St. John's ſtru K off. 

Agreeable to the order of the day 
the Congreſs proceeded to the choice 
of a com miſſjoner for Indian affairs in 
the northern department, in the room 
of Major Huwlcy, and the ballots 
being taken and examined. 

Timothy Edwards, Eſq. was una- 
nimduſly elected. 3 

R-ſoulved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the ſtate of North-Carolina, 
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r the city and liberties of Philadel- 


and report to Congreſs what in their 
opinion is neceſſary to be done for its 
ſatety and ſecurity. 

The members choſen, Mr. E. Rut. 
ledge, Mr. Jefferſon, and Mr. Paca, 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report on Gencral 
Waſhington's letter, and the ſame, 
after debate, was referred for f.rther 
conſideration till to-morrow. 

A petition from Downham Ney. 
ton, was preſented and read. 


Reſolved, That the ſame be refer. . 


red to a committee of three, 

The members choſen, Mr. Jeffer. 
ſon, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Jay. 

Reſolved, That the ireaſurers pay 
ſuch ſums of money as the committee 
for promoting the manufacture of 
ſalt-petre ſhall! draw orders upon or 
apply to them for, not excceding 
1000 dollars, to be accounted for by 
ſaid committee. 

That in cafe the committee for 
promoting the manufacture of ſalt. 
petre cannot procure perſons to go to 
Virginia for that purpoſe, it be re- 
commended to the gentlemen, who 
are deſired and empowered to ſuper- 
intend and forward the work in that 
Colony, to employ any ſkilful mana- 
gers they can meet with to undertake 
It. 

A petition from Captain Duzal 
M Gregor, was preſented and read. 

Reſolved, That it be rcterrcd to 
the committee to whom Downham 
Newton's petition is referred. 

The committee on the ſtate of the 
treaſury, brought in their report, 
which was read and referred till to- 
morrow. 

The ſeveral matters to this day 
referred being paſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

The Congreis proceeded to the 
election of ficli officers for the batta- 
hon raiſed in Pennſylvania, when 
the ballots being token and examined 

John Bull, Eſq. was elected cold 
nel, 
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james Irvine, Eſq. lieutenant-co- 


lonc !. 
Anthony James Morris, Eſq. ma- 


or. 

Reſolved, That Monday next be 
| affigned for the appointment of an 
adjutant and quarter-malter for the 
ſecond battalion, raiſed in New-Jer- 
ſey, and of an adjutant and quarter- 
maſter for the battalion raifed in 
Penn: ylvania. 

Reſolved, That Tueſday next be 
aſhgned for the conſideration of the 
memorials of the tea-holders in New- 
York and Philadelphia. | 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to John Hinchman 
for provihons furniſhed to ſeveral 
nile companies, the ſum of 65.2 
dollars. | 

Chriſtopher Haine, for kettles and 
canteens furniſhed to Captain Steven- 
fon and Captain Rois's companies, 
the ſum of 35.8 dollars, which ought 
to be paid to Gibſun and Alſton, 

Richard Bach-, deputy poſt-maſter, 
for ſundry poſt.ges from the 14th of 
October to 8 ch November, 1775, in- 
clunve 31.1 dollars. 

Thomas Dewecs, for dieting the 
crew of the ſhip Rebecca and Fran- 
ces, 44-4 dollars. 

Levi Hollingſworth, for expences 
of himſe f and three others to Ticon- 
deroga and back again, who took 
with them a quantity of money for 
enera) Schuyter, the tum of 128 
ollars, 

Andrew Bunker, for blankets and 
ettles jurnili.ed Captain Stephen- 

on's company, by Anthony Noble 

1.4 dollars, 
Lot«r Franklin, for the expences 

f Mr. Harriſon, - Mr. Lyn b, and 
Pim elf, on their journey to the camp 
. Cambridge, indluding Carriage 
Wire, &c. 581.9 doliars, aud tor other 
100125 paid by him for che coninen- 
ul fervice, including 20 dollars ad- 
anced to Chriltopncr Madeira, and 
d be, charged to him, the ſum of 
7 dollars. 
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John Sherrey, for goods furniſhed ; 


by Joſeph Holmes to Captain Mor- 
gan's company, to be charged to ſaid 


company, the ſum of 55.9 dollars, 
William Weſt, for goods furniſhed 
by John Holmes to Captain Clug- 
page's company, the ſum of 281.3 
ollars, of which ſum 3533 dollars 
being for blankets, to be charged to 
the continent, and the remainder to 
Captain Cluggage's company. 
Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 


deration of the report of the commit- 


tce on General Waſhington's letter, 
and the ſame being debated by para- 
graphs, was agreed to as follows : 

Whercas it appears from undoubt- 
ed information, that many veſſels 
which had cleared at the reſpective 
cuſtom-houſes in theſe Colonies, 
agreeable to the regulations eſtabliſh- 
ed by acts of the Britiſh parliament, 
have in a lawleſs manner, without 
even the ſemblance of juſt authority 
been ſeized by his Majeſty's ſhips of 
war, and carried into the harbour of 
Boſton and other ports, where they 
have been rifled of their cargoes, by 
orders of his Majeſty's naval and 
military officers there commanding, 
without the ſaid veſſels having been 
proceeded againſt by any form of 
trial, and without the charge of hav- 
ing offended againſt any law. 

And whercas orders have been 


iſſned in his Majeſty's name, to the 


commanders of his ſhips of war, ** to 
proceed as in the caſe of actual rebel- 
lion againſt ſuch of the ſea- port towns 
and places being acceſſible to the 
King's ſhips, in which any troops 
ſhai! be raiied or military works erect- 
ed,” under colour of which ſaid or- 
Gers the commanders of his Majeſty's 
ſ.14i ſhips ot war have already burned 
and de ſtroyed the fiourithing and po- 
pulous town of Faimourh, and have 
fired upon and much injured ſeveral 
other towns within the United Colo- 

nies, 
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nies, and diſperſed at a late ſeaſon 
of the year, hundreds of helpleſs 
women and children, with a ſavage 
hope that thoſe may periſh under the 
approaching rigeurs of the ſeaſon, 
who may chance to eſcape deſtruction 
from fire and ſword, a mode of war- 
fare long exploded among civilized 
nations. 

And whereas the good people of 
theſe colonies, ſenſibly affected by the 
deſtruction of their property, and 
other unprovoked injuries have at laſt 
determined to prevent as much as 
poſſible a repetition thereof, and to 
procure ſome reparation for the fame, 
by fitting out armed veſſels and ſhips 
of force. In the execution of Which 
commendable de ſigns it is poſſible that 
thoſe who have not been inſtrumental 
in the unwarrantable violences above- 
mentioned may ſuffer, unleſs ſome 
laws be made to regulate, and tribu- 
nals erected competent to determine 
the property of captures. — Therefore 
Reſolved. 

1ſt. That all ſuch ſhips of war, 
frigates, ſloops, cutters, and armed 
veſiels as are or ſhall be employed in 
the preſent cruel and unjuſt war a- 

ainſt the United Colonies, and ſhall 
al into the hands of, or be taken by 
the inhabitants thereof, be ſeized and 
forfeited to and for the purpoſes here- 
in after mentioned. 

2d. Reſolved, That all tranſport 
veſſels in the ſame ſervice, having on 
board any troops, arins, ammunition, 
cloathing, proviſions, or military, or 
naval ftores of what kind foever, and 
all veſſels to whomſoever belonging, 
that ſhall be employed in carrying 
proviſions or other neceſſaries to the 
Britiſh army or armies, or navy, that 
now are or ſhall hereafter be within 
any of the United Colonies, or any 

oods, wares, or merchandize tor 
the uſe of ſuch fleet or army, thall be 
liable to ſeizure, and with their car 
goes ſhall be conhicated. 
d, That no maſter cor commander 
of any veſſel ſhall be iniutied to crulze 
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for, or make prize of any veſſel ot 
cargo before he ſhall have obtained a 
commiſſion from the Congrels, or 
from ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall 
be for that purpoſe appointed ir 
{ome one of the United Colonies. 

Ach. That it be and is hereby re. 
commended to the ſeveral legiſtatures 
in the United Colonies as ſoon as 
poſſible to erect courts of juſtice, or 
give juriſdiction to the courts now in 
being for the purpoſe of determining 
concerning the captures to be made ag 
aforeſaid, and to provide that all 
trials in ſuch caſe be had by a jury, 
under ſuch qualifications as to. the 
reſpective legiſlatures ſhall ſeem ex. 
pedient. 

5th. That all proſecutions ſhall be 
commenced in the court of that Co- 
lony in which the captures ſhall be 
made, but if no ſuch court be at that 
time erected in the ſaid Colony, or 
if the capture be made on open ſea, 
then the proſecution ſhall be in the 
court of ſuch Colony as the captor 
may find molt convenient, provided 
that nothing contained in this reſolu- 
tion ſhall be conſtrued fo as to enable 
the captor to remove his prize from 
any Colony competent to determine 
concerning the ſeizure, after he hal! 
have carried the veſſel ſo ſeized with- 
in any harbour of the ſame. | 

6th. That in all caſes an appea 
ſhall be allowed to the Congreſs, or 
ſuch perſon or perfons as they ſhall 
appoint for the trial of appeals, pro- 
vided the appeal be demanded within 
five days after definitive ſentence, ant 
ſuch appeal be lodged with the ſecre- 
tary of Congreſs within forty day: 
afterwards, and provided the party 
appealing ſhall give ſecurity to pro- 
{ecute the iaid appeal to effect, and 
in caſe of the death of the ſecretar 
during the receſs of Congreſs, ther 
the ſa:d appeal to be lodged in Con- 
greſs within twenty days after the 
meeting thereot. 

7th. That when any veſſel or vel 
ſels ſhall be fitted out at the expend 
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of any ꝓrĩvate perſon. or perſons then 
the captures made, ſhall be to the 
aſe of the owner or owners of the ſaid 
veſſel or veſſels ; that where the veſ- 
ſels employed in the capture ſhall be 


fitted out at the expence of any of 


the United Colonies, then one third 
of the prize taken ſhall be to the uſe 
of the captors, and the remaining two 
thirds to the uſe of the ſaid Colony, 
and where the veſſels ſo employed ſhall 
be fitted out at the continental charge, 
then one third ſhall go to the captors, 
and the remaining two thirds to the 
uſe of the United Colonies, provided 
nevertheleſs, that if the capture be a 
veſſel of war, then the captors ſhall 
be entitled to one half of the value, 
and the remainder ſhall go to the 
Colony or continent as the caſe may 
be, the neceſſary charges of condem- 
nation of all prizes, being deducted 
before diſtribution made. 

8th. That the captures heretofore 
made by veſſels fitted out at the con- 
nental charge were juſlifiable, and 
that the diſtribution of the captor's 
ſhare of the prizes by General Waſh- 
ington be confirmed, which is as 
follows : 


A captain or commander 6 ſhares. 
Firſt lieutenant 5 do. 
Second lieutenant 4 do, 
Surgeon 4 do. 
Maſter 3 do. 
Steward 2 do. 
Mate 14 do. 
Gunner 14 do. 
Boatſwain 14 do. 
Gunner's mate 14 do. 
Serjeant 14 do. 
Privates | do. 


I 
Reſolved, That that part of Gen. 
aſhington's letter of the 11th inſt. 

reſpecting the capture of a veſſel by 
be inhabitants of New-Hampſhire 
We referred to the committee, who 
Wrought in the foregoing report. 
The Congreſs next took into con- 
Wideration the rules and orders for the 
Jeet of the United Colonies, but 
c having time to finiſh them. 


Reſolved, That the further conſi- 
deration of them be deferred till Mon- 
day next. 

The orders of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, November 27, 1775. 

A report prevailing that young Mr. 
Skene, who was a priſoner in Con- 
necticut has made his eſcape. 

Reſolved, That the delegates of 
Connecticut be a committe to enquire 
into the truth of that report. 

Reſolved, That orders iſſue to Lord 
Sterling to colle& the troops which 
were raiſed in Ne- Jerſey, (except 
the fix companies which have been 
ordered to the fortreſſes on Hudſon's 
river) and to place them in barracks 
in the eaſtern diviſion of New-Jerſey 
as contiguous to New-York as can be, 
there to remain till further orders from 
Congreſs. | 

Reſolved, That a letter be written 
to the convention of New York, re- 
queſting them to uſe their utmoſt en- 
deavours to furniſh the troops raiſed 
in 2 for the defence of 
New-Vork, with as many arms as 
they can ſpare. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the choice of an adjutant and quarter- 
maſter for the battalion raiſed in the 
weſtern diviſion of New - Jerſey, when 
Mr. Ephraim Anderſon was elected 
adjutant, and Mr. Buddel Shinn, 

uarter-maſter. 

Reſolved, That the troops in the 
ſervice of the continent be ſupplied 
with fuel and bedding at the expence 
of the continent. 

Reſolved, That an order for 3000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers, 
in favour of the committee of ſatety 
of Peanſylvania, to be applied to- 
wards the pay of the battalion raiſed 
in ſaid Colony, the cummittee to ac- 
count for the expenditure of the ſame, 

A letter from General Waſhington 
of the 19th inſt. encloſing a copy of 
a letter from Colonel Arnold of the 
27th October being received, was 
read. : 
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The Congreſs then reſumed the 
conſiderations of the report of the 
committee on the diſputes between 
the people of Connecticut and Penn- 
ſylvania, and after debate. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
committed, and that it be an inftruc- 
tion to the committee to hear evi- 
dence on the poſſeſſion and juriſdiction 
of the lands in diſpute, and reduce 
to writing ſuch parts of the evidence 
as they ſhall think proper. 

As three of the committee are ab- 
ſent, viz. Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 
Chaſe, and Mr Kinſey. 

Reſolved, That three members be 
elected in their ſtead. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hooper. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, November 28, 1775. 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the rules and orders for 
the navy of the United Colonies, and 
the ſame being debated by paragraphs 
were agreed to as follows: 

Rules for the regulation of che navy 
of the United Colonies. 

The commanders of all ſhips and 
veſſels belonging to the Thirteen 
United Colonies, are ſtrictly required 
to ſhew in themſelves a good example 
of honour and virtue to their officers 
and men, and to be very vigilant in 
inſpecting the behaviour ot ail ſuch as 
are under them, and to diſcounte- 
nance and ſuppreſs all diſſolute, im- 
moral, znd Alerderiy practices, and 
alſo ſuch as are contrary to the rules 
of Ciſcipline and ob dience, and to 
correct thoſe who are guilty of the 
ſame, according to the uſage of the 
ſea. 

The commanders of the ſhips of the 
Thirteen United Colonies, «re to take 
care that divine ſervice be performe 
twice a day on board, and a ſermon 
preached on Sundays, unieſs bad 
weather or other extiaordinary acci- 
dents prevent. 


If any ſhall be heard to ſwear, curſe 


* 


or blaſpheme the name of God, the 
commander is ſtrictly enjoined to pu- 
niſh them for every offence, by cauſ- 
ing them to wear a wooden collar, or 
ſome other ſhameful badge of diſtinc- 
tion for ſo long time as he ſhall judge 
proper. If he be a commiſſioned of. 
ficer, he ſhall forfeit one ſhilling for 
each offence, and a warrant or infe. 
rior officer ſixpence. He who is guilty 
of drunkenneſs, if a ſeaman, ſhall 
be put in irons till he is ſober, but if 
an officer, he ſhall forfeit two days 


pay. 


No commander ſhall infli& any 


puniſhment upon a ſeaman beyond 


twelve laſhes upon his bare back with 


a cat of. nine tails ; if the fault ſhall 
deſerve a greater puniſhment, he is 
to apply to the commander in chief 
of the navy, in order to the trying 
'of him by a court-martial, and in 
the mean time he may put. him under 
confinement, 

The commander 1s never by his 
own authority to diſcharge a com- 
miſſion or warrant officer, nor to pu- 
niſh or ſtrike him, but he may ſuſ- 
pend or confine them, and when he 
comes in the way of a commander in 
chief apply to him for holding a court- 
martial. | 

The officer who commands by ac- 
cident of the captain or commander's 
abſence (unleſs he be abſent for a time 
by leave) ſhall not order any correc- 
tion, but confinement, and upon the 
captain's return on board, he ſhall 
then give an account of his reaſons 
for ſo doing. | 

The captain is to cauſe the articles 
of war to be hung up in ſome public 
place of the ſhip, and read to the 
ſhip's company once a month. 

Whenever a captain ſhall inliſt a 
ſeaman, he ſhall take care to enter 
on his books the time and terms of 
his entering, in order to his being 
juſtly paid, 

The captain ſhall, before he ſails, 
make return to, and leave with the 
Congreſs or ſuch perſon or perſons as 
the Congreſs ſhall appoint for that 
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ſe, a compleat liſt of all Eis offi- 
cers and men, with the time and 
terms of their entering, and during 
his cruize, ſhall keep a true account 
of the deſcrtion or death of any of 
them, and of the entering of others, 
and after his cruize, and before any 
of them are paid off, he ſhall make 
return of a compleat liſt of the ſame, 
including thoſe who ſhall remain on 
board his ſhip. 

The men thall, at their requeſt, be 
furniſhed with flops, that are neceſſa- 
ry, by the captain or purſer, who 
ſhall keep an account of the ſame, and 
the captain in his return in the laſt 
mentioned article directed to be made, 
ſhall mention the amount delivered 
to ſuch man, in order to its being 
ſtopped out of his pay. 

As to the term“ inferior officer” 
the captain is to take notice that the 
ſame does not include any commiſſion 
nor any warrant officer, except the 
ſecond maſter, ſurgeon's mate, cook, 
armourer, gunſmith, maſter at arms, 
and 242 

The captain is to take care when 
any inferior officers or volunteer ſea- 
men are turned over into the ſhip un- 
der his command from any other ſhip, 
not to rate them on the ſhip's books 
in a worſe quality or lower degree, or 
ſtation, than they ſerved in the ſhip 
they were removed from ; and for his 
guidance he is to demand from the 
commander of the ſhip from which 
they are turned over, a liſt under his 
band, of their names and qualities. 

Any officer, ſeaman, or others, in- 

titled to wages or prize money, may 
have the ſame paid to his aſſignee, 
r the aſſignment be atteſted 
y the captain or commander, the 
maſter or purſer of the ſhip, or a chicf 
magiſtrate of ſome county or corpo- 
ration, 

The captain is to diſcourage the 
ſeamen of his ſhip from ſelling any 
part of their wages or ſhares, and 
never to atteſt the letter of attorney 
of any ſeaman until he is fully ſatis- 


fied, that the ſame is not pranted in 
conſideration of money given ſor the 
purchaſe of his wages or ſhares, 

When any inferior officer or ſeaman 
dies, the captain is forthwith to make 
out a ticket for the time of his ſervice, 
and ſend the ſame by the firſt ſafe 
conveyance to the Congreſs or agents 
by them for that purpoſe appointed, 
in order to the wages bilng forthwith 
paid to the executors or adminiftra- 
tors of the deceaſed. 

A convenient place ſhall be ſet a- 
part for ſick or hurt men, to which 
they are to be removed with their 
hammocks and bedding, when the 
ſurgeon ſhall adviſe the ſame to be 
neceſſary, and ſome of the crew ſhall 
be appointed to attend and ſerve 
them, and to keep the place clean. 

The cooper ſhall make buckets 
with covers and cradles if neceſſary 
for their uſe. 

All ſhips furniſhed with — 
tackle being in ſuch places where fi 
is to be had, the captain is to em- 
ploy ſome of the company in fiſhing, 
the fiſh to be diſtributed daily to ſuch 
perſons as are ſick or upon recovery, 
provided the ſurgeon recommend it, 
and the ſurplus by turns amonglt the 
meſſes of the x Gs and ſeamen 
gratis, without any deduction of their 
allowance of proviſions on that ac- 
count. \ 

It is left to the diſcretion of com- 
manders of ſquadrons, to ſhorten the 


allowance of provifions according to 


the exigence of the ſervice, — 
care that the men be punctually pai 
for the ſame, 

The like power is given to captains 
of ſingle ſhips in caſes of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity. 

If "then ſhould be a want of pork, 


the captain is to order three pounds of 


beef to be iſſued to the men in lieu 
of two pounds of pork. 

One day in every week ſhall be iſ- 
ſued out a proportion of flour and 
ſuet, in lieu of beef for the ſeamen, 
but this is not to extend beyond four 
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months victualling at one time, nor 
ſhall the purſer receive any allowance 
for flour or ſuet kept longer on board 
than that time, and there ſhall be 
ſupr lied once a year, a proportion of 
canvais for pudding bags, after the 
rate of one ell for every ſixteen men. 
If any ſhips of the | hirteen United 
Colonies ſhall happen to come into 
port in want of proviſions, the war- 
„rant of a commander in chief ſhall 
be ſufficient ro the agent or other in- 
ſtrument of the victualling, to ſupply 
the quantity wanted, and in urgent 
caſes where delay may be hurtful, the 
warrant of the captain of the ſhip 
ſhall be of equal effect. 
The captain is frequently to order 
the one officers to inſpect into the 
con 
the bread proves damp, to have it 
aired upon the quarter deck or poop, 
and alſo examine the fleſh caſk, and 
if any of the pickle be leaked out, to 
have new made and put in, and the 
caſk made tight and ſecure. : 

The captain or purſer ſhall ſecure 
the cloaths, bedding, and other things 
of ſuch perſons as ſhall die or « 
killed, to be delivered to their execu- 
tors or adminiſtrators. 

All papers, charter parties, bills of 
Iading, paſs-ports, and other writings 
whatſoever, found on board any ſhip 
or ſhips, which ſhall be taken, ſhall 
be carefully preſerved, and the origi- 
nals ſent to the court of juftice for 
maritime afairs, appointed or to be 
appointed by the legiſlature in the re- 
ſpeftive colonies, for judging con- 
cerning ſuch * prize or prizes, or if 
any perſon or perſons, ſhall wilfally 
or negligently —f or ſuffer to be 
dnflroyed, any ſuch paper and papers, 
he or they ſo offending, ſhall forfeit 
their ſhare of ſuch prize or prizes and 
ſuffer ſuch other puniſhments, as they 
ſhall be judged by a court- martial to 
deſerve. h | 

If any per ſon or perſons ſhall em- 
bezzle' or ſteal or take away any ca- 
bles, anchors, ſails, or any of the 


ition of the proviſions, and if 


powder, arms, ammunition, or pro. 
viſions of any ſhip belonging to the 
Thirteen United Colonies, he or they 


ſhall ſuffer ſuch | — as a court. 


martial ſhall order. 

| When in fight of the ſhip or ſhips 
of the enemy, and at ſuch other times 
as may appear to make it neceſſary to 
prepare for an engagement, the cap. 
tain ſhall order all _ in his ſhip 
in a proper poſture for fight, and ſhall 
in his own perſon, and according to 
his duty hearten and encourage the 
inferior officers and men to fight cou. 
rageouſly, and not to behave them. 
ſelves feintly or cry for quarter on 
pain of ſuch puniſhment as the cf. 
fence ſhall appear to deſcrve for his 
neglect. : 

Any captain or other officer, mariner 
or others, who ſhall baſely deſert their 
duty or ſtation in the ſhip, and run 
away while the enemy is in fight, or, 
in time of action, ſhall entice others 
to do fo, ſhall ſuffer death or ſuch 
other puniſhments as a court-martial 
ſhall inflict, . 

Any officer, ſeaman, or marine, 
who ſhall begin, excite, cauſe or join 
in any mutiny or ſedition in the ſhip 
to which he belong, on any pretence 
whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer death, or ſuch 
other puniſhment as a court-martial 
ſhall Fred. Any perſon in or be; 
longing to the ſhip, who ſhall utter 
any words of ſedition or mutiny, or 
endeavour to make any mutinous al- 
ſemblies on any pretence whatſoever, 
ſhall ſaffer ſuch puniſhment as a court - 
martial ſhal! inflict. 

None ſhall preſume to quarrel with, 
or ſtrike his ſuperior officer, on pain of 
ſcch puniſhment as a court- martial 
ſhall order to be inflicted, 

If any perſon ſhall apprehend he ha 
juſt cauſe of complaint, he ſhall qui- 
etly and decently make the ſame 
known to his ſuperior officer, or to 
the captain as the caſe may require, 
who ſhall rake care that juſtice be 
done him. h 

There ſhall be no n. » 
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johting between ſhip-mates on board 
any ſlip belonging to the Thirteen 
Pnited Colonies, nor. ſhall there be 
uſed any reproachful or provoking 
ſpeeches, tending to make quarrels 
and Ciſturbance, on pain of impri- 
ſonment and ſuch other puniſhment as 
2 court-martial ſhall think proper to 
inflict, -Þ : 

If any perſon ſhall ſleep upon his 
watch or negligently perform the duty, 
which ſhall be enjoined him to do, or 
ſorſake his ſtation, be ſhall ſuffer ſuch 
puniſhment as a court- martial judge 
proper to inflict, according to the na- 
ture of his offence, 

All murder ſhall be puniſhed with 
death, | 
All robbery and theft ſhall be pu- 
niſhed at the diſcretion of a court- 
martial. 

Any maſter at arms, who ſhall re- 
fuſe to receive ſuch priſoner or pri- 
ſoners as ſhall be committed to his 
charge, or having received them ſhall 
ſuffer him or them to eſcape, or diſ- 
miſs them without orders for ſo doing, 
ſhall ſuffer in his or their ſtead, as a 
court-martial ſhall order and direct. 

The captain, officers, and others, 

ſhall uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
detect, apprehend, and bring to pu- 
niſhment all offenders, and ſhall at 
all times readily aſſiſt the officers 
pointed for that purpoſe, in the diſ- 
charge of their duty, on pain of be- 
ing proceeded againſt and puniſhed by 
3 court-martial at diſcretion. 
All other faults, diſorders, and miſ- 
demeanors, which ſhall be committed 
on board any ſhip belonging to the 
Thirteen United Colonies, and which 
are not herein mentioned, ſhall be 
puniſhed according to the laws and 
cuſtoms in ſuch caſes at ſea. 

A court-martial ſhall conſiſt of at 
leaſt three captains, and three firſt 
leutenants, with three captains and the 
three firſt lieutenants of marines if 
there ſhall be ſo many of the marines 
then preſent, and the eldeſt captain 
ball preſide, t 5 


All ſea officers of the ſame denomi- 
nation ſhall take rank of the officers 
of marines. 

Every member of a court-martial, 
ſhall take the following oath, viz. 

You fawear that you 
will well and truly try and impartially 
determine the cauje of the priſoner now 


to be tried according to the rules of the 


navy of the United Colomes. So help 


you God. 


Which oath ſhall be adminiſtered by 
the preſident to the other members, and 
the preſident ſhall himſelf be ſworn by 


te officer in ſaid court next in rank. 


All witneſſes before they may be 


admitted to give evidence ſhall take 


the following oath. 

« You ſwear the evidence you 
ſhall give in the cauſe now in hearin 
ſhall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, ſo help 
you God,” | 

The ſentence of the court- martial 
for any capital offence ſhall not be 
put in execution, until it be confirm- 
ed by the commander in chief of the 
fleet; and it ſhall be the duty of the 
prefident of every court-martial to 
tranſmit to the commander in chief 
of the fleet every ſentence, which 
ſhall be given, with a ſummary of the 
evidence and proceedings thereon, by 
the firſt opportunity. | 
The commander in chief of the 
fleet, for the time being, ſha!l have 
power to pardon and remit any ſen- 
tence of death, that ſhall be given 
in conſequence of any of the atore- 
mentioned articles, 

T here ſhall be allowed to each man 
ſerving on board the ſhips in the ſer- 
vice of the "Thirteen United Colonies 
a daily proportion of proviſions, ac- 
cording as is expreſſed in the follow- 
ing table, viz. 

Sunday 11b. bread, 1 lb. beef, 
1 lb. potatoes or tu.n.ps. 

Monday, 1 1b. bread, 1 lb. pork, 
half pint peaſe, and four ounces #7 


Tueſday, 1 lb. bread, 1 Ib. beef, 


IIb. potatoes or turnips, and pudding, 
| Wed- 
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Wedneſday, 1 lb. bread, two 
ounces butter, four ounces chceie, 
and half pint of rice. 

Thurſday, 1 1b. bread, 1 1b. pork, 
and h If pint peaie. 

F iday, 1 1b. bread, 1 Ib. beef, 
1 lb. potatoes or turnips, and pud- 
ding. 
Saturday, 1 Ib. bread, 1 lb. pork, 
half pint peaſe, and four ounces 
cheeſe, 

Half a pint of rum per man every 
day, and diſcretionary allowance on 
extra duty and in time of engage- 
ment, 

A pimt and half of vinegar for fix 
men per week. 

The pay of the officers and men 
ſhal} be as follows : 


Dollars per calendar month, 
Captain or Commander, 32 
 Lieutenants, 20 
Maſter, 5 20 
Mates, 15 
Boatſwain, 15 
Boatſwain's firſt mate, 97 
Ditto, ſecond ditto, 
Gunner, 15 
Ditto Mate, 107 
Surgeon, 217 
Surgeon's mate, 137 
Carpenter, 15 
Carpenter's mate, 101 
15 
ipman, 12 
Armourer, 15 
Sailmaker, 12 
"Yeoman, 9 
Quarter-maſter, 9 
Quarter-Gunner, 8 
Cook, 12 
Coxſwain, | 9 
Captain's Clerk, 15 
Steward, 13% 
Chaplain, 20 
Able Seamen not to exceed 8 
Captain of Marines, 267 
Lieutenants, 18 
Serjeants, 8 
Fifer, 72 
Drummer, | 74 


Privates or marines, 67 


. Orders Conęreſi. 

We whoſe 4.45 3 are 
hereunto ſet and ſubſcribed, being 
officers, ſeamen, and marines, do, 
and each of us do agree to and with 

of the good ſhip, cal. 
led the belonging to the 
Thirteen United Coloni-s of North. 
Amc*rica, in manner and form fol. 
lowing, that 1s to ſay, 

In the firſt place we do hereby 
agree for, by and under the confi. 
derations after mentioned, to and 
with the ſaid commander, forthwith 
to enter and ſhip ourſelves, and in 
dye and ſeaſonable time to repair on 
board the ſaid ſhip called the 
and during the term of 
months to the utmoſt of our power 
and ability reſpectively to diſcharge 
our ſeveral ſervices or ſtations, and 
in every thing to be conformable and 
obedient to the ſeveral requirings and 
lawful commands of the ſaid 
and his ſucceſſors in command. 

Secondly, We do alſo oblige and 
ſubject ourſelves to ſerve on board the 
ſaid ſhip during the ſaid cruize, and 
as ſhe is a ſhip of war, we do ſeverally 
oblige ourſelves by theſe articles, to 
comply with, and be ſubject to the 
rules and diſcipline of the American 
fleet, as eſtabliſhed by the Congreſs, 
and to be governed and commanded 
in time of action with an enemy, ac. 
cording to the ſame rules, and ſub- 
mit ourſelves to the ſame puniſhment: 
and penalties as are there inflicted, 
in caſe we or any of us offer to deſert 
our quarters, or not obey the com- 
mands of the ſaid or his 
ſucceſſors in command, in 


giving 
chace to any ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or 


veſſels, or otherwiſe, and if upon a 
ſcrutiny of our ſaid 


or 
his ſaid officers, we or any of us ſhould 


be found guilty of any breach contra- 


ry to the tenor of this agreement, er 
any act of cowardice, we do hereby 
ſeverally ſubmit and agree to allow 
and forfeit our ſeveral and reſpective 
ſhares of and in any prize or prizes 

ET we 


we ſhall : 
vided an 
y. 
N Third) 
agree and 
any prize 
to follow 
ſaid 
boarding | 
the comm: 
ſaid 
be aſſiſting 
prize to W 
prize or 
the ſaid 
by ſeveral 
that caſe, 
diſcharge o 
will not in 
fraud or pl 
ſuch prize 
or either of 
any breach 
ing of this 
of us bein 
ſeverally 1 
ſo much of: 
and part of 
laid prize or 
ter to be tak 
tive wages, 
coming to u 
3 ſhall mal 
enderxlowe 
ound guilt 
F e 


agreed to be 
ing of all pa 


cer or offic 
ompany ſen 


hall have As 
df any prize, 


«cn, during 
if he or t] 


he ſaid veſſel 


ercof, any 
e Contrary 


ided always, 
0 be the m 
entioned cla 
cer or officer 


19 


we ſhall then have taken, to be di- 
ided amongſt the ſaid ſhip's com- 


L Thirdly, We do alſo ſeverally 
agree and oblige ourſelves that when 
any prize or prizes have been taken, 
to follow the expreſs directions of the 
{aid or his ſucceſſors in 
boarding the ſaid prize, and be under 
the command of any officer whom the 
ſaid ſhall appoint and 
be aſſiſting to him to carry the ſaid 
prize to whatever port or ports ſuch 
prize or prizes ſhall be aſſigned by 
the ſaid And we do here- 
by ſeverally agree and covenant in 
that caſe, to be true and faithful in 
diſcharge of our dpty and truſt, and 
will not in any ſhape embezzle, de- 
fraud or plunder any thing on board 
ſuch prize or prizes, and 1n caſe any 
er either of us ſhall be found guilty of 
any breach contrary to the true mean- 
ing of this agreement, we, and ſuch 
of us being guilty thereof, do hereby 
ſeverally fobmir and agree to allow 
ſo much of all and every of our ſhares, 
and part of our ſhares of and in the 
ſaid prize or prizes then or thence af- 
ter to be taken, and of all our reipec- 
tive wages, that then ſhall be due and 
coming to us in reſpect of our ſervices 
3 ſhall make good ſuch plunder or 
embezzlement we ſhall have been 
found guilty of. 

Fourthly, And it is alſo further 
agreed to be the true intent and mean- 
ing of all parties hereto, that the of- 
cer or officers or any of the ſhip's 
ompany ſent on board any prize, 
fall have as good a ſhare and in ereſt 
ff any prize, that ſhall be thereafter 
iken, during his or their abience, 
s if he or they had been on board 
he ſaid veſſel, at the time of taking 
hereof, any thing here contained to 
he contrary notwithſtanding. Pro- 
ded always, and it is hereby agreed 
0 be the meaning of the ſaid laſt 
entioned clauſe, that if the ſaid of- 
cer or officers, and ſuch of the ſaid 
p's company to whom the conduct 


and management of any prize has 
been entruſted, do not (firſt havin 
accepted the commands of the ſaid 


commanders concerning tlie faid . 


prize under his or their cuſtody) im- 
mediately repair to the reipective 
port or harbour where the ſaid 


or his ſucceſſors in command ſhall 


order, or do not proceed with the ſaid 
prize or prizes ſo taken to the reſpec- 
tive port or ports to be aſſigned by 
the ſaid for the time 
being, that then, and in failure of 
any or either of the agreements afore- 
ſaid contained on our parts, we and 
each and every of us ſo offending, do 
hereby ſeverally ſubmit and- agree to 
be caſhiered, not only our ſeveral 
and reſpective intereſts and ſhares of, 
and in the captures of prize-money, 
but totally to be excluded and civeſ- 
ted from the payment of any wages 
then due to us, for and in reſpect of 
our ſeveral ſervices on board the ſaid 
ſhip and the intereſt and 
ſhares of ſuch delinquents that would 
otherwiſe have accrued to us. 
Fifthly, And the ſaid 

for and in behalf of himſelf and the 
Thirteen United Colonies of North- 
America, doth hereby covenaut and 
agree to, and with the ſaid ofiicers, 
ſeamen and marin:s, whoſe names 
or marks are hereto ſet and ſubſcribed, 
to pay them in conſideration of 
ſuch ſervices ſo much money per 
month, as in a ſchedule hereunder 
mentioned, is ſet oppolite to the 
names or marks of each reſpective of- 
ficer, ſeaman, or landman; and 
likewiſe to advance to each and every 


of them one month's pay at entrance 


(due ſecurity for the ſame being firſt 
2 ;) the receipt whereof they do 
ereby acknowledge. 

Sixthly, And as an encouragement 
to exert the valour of the ſeamen and 
marines in defending the ſaid ſhip, 
and in ſubduing and diſtreſſing the 
ia d enemy, the ſaid $2 
for a d on behalf of the ſaid Thirteen 
United Colonies of n 
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doth further covenant, promiſe and 

to, and with all and every 

the officers, ſeamen and marines, 

ies hereto, that in caſe any prize 

or prizes ſhall be taken by the faid 

ſhip during the intended cruize, that 

the ſame ſhall be proceeded againſt, 

and diftributed according to the reſo- 
lutions of Congreſs. 

Seventhly, And it is by theſe pre- 
ſents mutually agreed and conſented 
to by and between the ſaid 
and every the officers, ſeamen and 
* marines parties hereto, that in caſe 

the commander for the time being 

loſe a limb in an engagement, or be 
otherwiſe diſabled ſo as to be render- 

ed incapable afterwards of getting a 

livelihood to ſubſiſt upon, he ſhall re- 

ceive out of the net profits of _ 
prize or prizes, or prize s, if fo 
much ariſe, before dend er diſtri- 
bution be declared, the ſum of four 
hundred dollars; or if he loſe his 
life, his widow or children (if any), 
ſhall receive the ſaid bounty of four 
hundred dollars, together with all 
prize-money to him belonging at the 
time of his deceaſe. And if the 
captain of the marines, or any other 

commiſſion or warrant officer loſe a 

hmb, or be otherwiſe diſabled, ſo as 

to be rendered incapable afterwards 
of getting a ſubſiſtence, he or they ſo 
diſabled ſhall receive a bounty of 
three hundred dollars, if ſo much 
ariſe from the net profits as aforeſaid ; 
and in caſe of death, the widow or 
children (if any), is, are, and ſhall 
be intitled to the ſame, together 
with their ſhare of prize-money due 
at the time of their deceaſe. And if 
an inferior officer, ſeaman or marine, 
loſe a limb, or e otherwiſe diſabled, 
ſo as to be rendered incapable after- 
wards of getting a ſubſiſtence, he or 
they ſhall receive a bounty of two 
hundred dollars, to be deducted as 
aforeſaid ; and in caſe of death, his 
widow or chil.\ren (f any), is, are, 
and ſhall be intitle.! to the ſame, to- 

her with his ſhare of prize-money 

ue at the time of his deceaſe. 


He who firſt diſcovers a ſhip br veſ. 
fel which ſhall afterwards become 2 
_ ſhall be intitled to a double 

are of ſuch prize. 

There hall be ten ſhares of every 
prize, which ſhall be taken and con. 
demned, ſet apart to be given to ſuch 
inferior officers, ſeamen and marines, 
as ſhall be adjudged beſt to deſerve 
them by the ſuperior officers, who 
ſhall be appointed to make ſuch de. 
termination. 

He who ſhall firſt board a ſhip ot 
other veſſel, making reſiſtance, which 
ſhall become a prize, ſhall be intitled 
to a triple ſhare. 

Provided always, and it is hereby 
declared to be the true intent and 
meaning of the parties to the afore. 
mentioned articles and orders, that 
any of the officers, ſeamen and ma- 
rines, ſhall be liable to be removed by 
the Congreſs or committee of the 
Congreſs, during the receſs thereof, 
or by the Commander in Chief cf the 
American fleet for the time being, 
from the aforeſaid veſſel to any other 
armed veſſel in the ſervice of the 
United Colonies, any thing eontain- 
ing in the foregoing orders and ar- 
ticles notwithſtanding. 

Tae Congreſs then took into con- 
ſideration the report of the committee 
on North-Carolina, whereupon. 

Reſolved, That the two battalions 
which the Congreſs directed to be 
raiſed in the Colony of North-Caro- 
lina, be encreaſed to the continental 
eſtabliſhment, and kept in pay at the 
expence of the United Colonies for 
one year from this time, or until the 
farther order of Congreſs, as well for 
the purpoſe of defending the good 
people of that Colony, againſt te 
attacks of minifterial oppreſſion, a 
aſſiſting the adjacent Colonies. 

That the delegates of the Colony 
of North-Carolina, be directed to 
purchaſe a number of drums, fiſt 
and co ours ſuitable for the ſaid bat 
talions, and that the preſident N 
directed to draw on the continents 
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kaſurers for a ſum not exceeding 
three hundred dollars for the payment 
thereof. 

That the convention or committee 
of ſafety of North-Carolina, be de- 
fired to employ immediately all the 

nſmiths in that Colony, in the 
making of muſquets and bayonets of 
the ſize, and in the manner recom- 
mended by Congreſs the 4th of this 
infant, November. 

That it be recommended to the 
convention or committee of ſafety of 
North- Carolina, in caſe the method 
of defending the faid Colony by mi- 
nute men be inadequate to the pur- 
poſe, to ſubſtitute ſuch other mode as 
to them ſhall appear moſt likely to 
elfect the ſecurity of that Colony. 

Agreeable to the order of the day 
the Congreſs took into confideration 
the report of the committee on the 
memorials of the tea-holders, and the 
ſame being debated. 

On the queſtion put to agree to it. 

Carried in the negative. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Wedneſday, November 29, 1775, 

A letter from General Schuyler by 
expreſs being received, was read, 
containing an account of the conti- 
nental troops under Brigadier Gene- 
ral Montgomery, having taken poſ- 
lefſion of Montreal on the 12th inſt. 

The committee, to whom was re- 


Newton, brought in their report, 
which was taken into conſideration, 
whereupon, 

Reſolved, 'That the ſaid Downham 
Newton be permitted to export on 
board his veſſel on the terms propoſed 
n his petition, ſuch proviſions of 
pork and flour as he fhall think pro- 
per. 

The Congreſs took into conſider- 
ion the report of the committee on 
be ſtate of the treaſury, and there- 


pon came to the following reſolu- 
don. \ 


ferred the petition of Downham 


Reſolved, That bills of credit be 
emitted by Congreſs to the amount 
of three millions of dollars. 

That the committee on the ſtare 
of the treaſury be directed to conſult 
the printer, and report the numbers 
and denominations of the bills to be 
emitted, and that they contract for 
proper paper for printing the ſaid 
bills. 

The committee on the proclama- 
tions brought in their report, which 
was read and ordered to lie on the 
table for the peruſal of the members. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred heing poſtponed, | 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thur ſday, November 30, 1775. 

Reiolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to reviſe the journal of laſt 
ſeſſion, be directed to reviſe the jour- 
nal of the preſent, in order to its 
being printed ; and that it be an in- 
ſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 
examine whether it will yet be proper 
to publiſh any of thoſe parts omitted 
in the journal of laſt ſeſſion. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Wy the be ad- 
ded to the faid committee, in the 
room of Mr. Rutledge, who is ab- 
ſent. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to prepare letters 
of thanks to the three genera! officers 
in the northern department for their 
ſervices. 


The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, 


Mr. W. Livingſton, and Mr. Jay. 
The Congreſs then reſumed the 
conſideration of General Waſhing- 


ton's letter, and thereupon came to 


the following reſolutions. 


Reſolved, That the general be 


directed to ſuſpend the raĩſing the two 


battahons of marines out of his pre- 
ſent army. 

That the two battalions of marines 
be raiſed independent of the army 
already ordered for the fervice in 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay. | 

That no bounty be allowed to the 
army on re-inliftment, 
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Sundry letters from General Schuy- 
ler, W. Livingſton, Eſq. and the 
committee lent to the northward be- 
ing received, were read. 

| Reiolved, That the farther confi- 
derat.on of the general's letter, and 
the other matters to this day reterred, 
he poſtponed till ro-morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, December 1, 1775- 
The Congreſs reſumed the confi- 


deration of the letter from General 


Waſhington, whereupon, Reſolved, 
That the five hundred thouſand dol- 
lars lately ordered, be forwarded with 
all poflible expedition to General 
Waſhington, that he may be enabled 
to pay iuch ſoldiers as will re inliſt 
for the ſucceeding year, their wages 
for the months K October, Novem- 
ber and December, and alſo advance 
them one month's pay. 

That the governments of New- 
England be informed of the reſolution 
of Congreſs relative to the pay or- 
dered to be made and advanced to 
the army, and be defired to promote 
the recruiting ſervice in the preſent 
army, as well as in their ſeveral co- 
lomes. bel 

letter from the committee of 
Frederick-Town, in Maryland, was 
received and read, containing an ac- 
count of their having apprehended 
Major Connolly. and his aflociates, 
and deiving the advice of Congreſs 
with regard to the priſoners. | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letters, 
with the papers incloſed, be referred 
to the delegates of Virginia. 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of . the general's letter, and 
the other matters to this day referred, 
be poſtponed till to-morrow. 

Acjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, December 2, 1775 

A letter from the committee of 
Northampton in Virginia, with ſun- 
dry papers incloſed, was received and 


read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 
red to the committee on the ſtate of 
Virginia. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Paca be ad. 
ded to that committee in the room 
of Mr. Johnſon, who is abſent. 

Reſolved, That the naval commit- 
tee be directed to confer with Cap- 
tain Stone, and engage him and his 
veſſel on the moſt reaſonable terms in 
the ſervice of the continent, for the 
purpoſe of taking or deſtroying the 
cutters and armed veſſels in Cheſapeak 
Bay, under lord Dunmore. 

Reſolved, That Colone! Harriſon 
do immediately proceed to Maryland, 
and be impowered with the delegates 
of that Colony, or any one or more 
of them, to take ſuch meaſures as 
appear to them moſt effectual to pro- 
cure, with all poflible diſpatch, two 
or three armed veſſels to cruize on, 
take or deftroy armed veſlels, cutters, 
and ſhips of war of the enemy, that 
may be found in the bay ot Cheſa- 
peak, or coaſts of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland. 

W hereas deſigns are formed by cer- 
tain miniſterial partizans in the coun - 
ties of Norfolk and Princeſs- Ann, 
and ſome other parts of Virginia, on 
Cheſapeak-Bay, under the influence 


of Lord Dunmore, to contravene the 


non-exportation agreement, by ex- 
porting proviſions and other produce 
of that country to the Weſt-India 
lands, and thereby injure the inte- 
reſt and weakea the efforts of the 
United Colonies, in oppoſing the 
preſent oppreſſive ſy ſtem of the Bri- 
tiſh miniſtry. - 

Reſolved, That the ſaid armed veſ- 
ſels be authoriſed and directed to ſeize 
and detain until the further order of 
this Congreſs, all ſuch ſhips and vel- 
ſels as they may find employed in 
ſuch exportations from the places 
aforeſaid. F 

Reſolved, That the naval commit- 
tee be directed to employ the armed 
ſloop, commanded by Captain Abra- 


ham Whipple, of Rhode-Iſland, now 


on a voyage to this port, and diſpatch 

her forthwith to aid the marine buſi 
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That the ſaid committee bedire&- © 


ed to prepare a proper commiſſion for 
the captains or commanders of the 
ſhips of war in the ſervice of the 
United Colonies, 

Reſo ved, That the colonel! or com- 
manding officer of the battalion now 
in the barracks at Philadelphia, be 
ordered to keep a regular guard over 
the ſhips and ſtores belonging to the 
United Colonies, at or on the wharts, 
or in the ſtores on the wharfs of Meſſ. 
Willing and Morris, and Mr. Cuth- 
bert. 

The aſſembly of New- Jerſey hav- 
ing by a reſolution of their houſe, 
accepted the reſignation of two of 
their delegates, and confirmed the 
other three, and by another reſolu- 
tion enlarged their power, the ſaid 
reſolutions were laid before Congreſs, 
and read as follows: 

Neu- Jerſey, Houſe of Aſſembly, 

Nov. 22, 1775 

The houle taking into conſideration 
the requeſt of James Kinſey and John 
D. Hart, Eſquires, two of the dele- 
gates appointed by this houſe to at- 
tend the Continental Cengreſs, for 
leave to reſign their ſaid appointment. 

Reſolved, That the reaſons given 
by thoſe gentlemen for their 2 
tion appear to this houſe to be ſatis- 
factory, and that their reſignation 
therefore be accepted, thereupon 

Reſolved, That the three remain- 
ing delegates, or any two of them, 
repreſent the Colony during the pre- 
ſent Continental Congreſs. 

Thurſday, November 30, 175 

The houſe taking into conſideration 
the inconvenience ariſing from re- 
quiring the attendance of two of the 
delegates to repreſent the Colony in 
the Continental Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That any one of the 
three delegates appointed to attend 
the Congreſs be, and ſuch delegate 
s hereby fully authorized tg repre- 
(ent this Colony during Congreſs. 

A true copy from the votes, 


Rien. Sui ru, Clk. of Aſſembly. 


The committee appointed to pre- 


pare the ſorm of a commiſſion re- 


ported the ſame, which was read and 
agreed io, 

Ordered, That three hundred co» 
pies be immediately printed with 
proper blanks, 

Application being made in behalf 
of Captain Jenkins, for leave to ex- 

rt a quantity of proviſions to the 
iſland of Naatucket, for the internal 
conſumption of its inhabitants, and 
it being repreſented that he had ap- 
plied to the aſſembly or general cour 
of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, and that the 
committee of Falmouth, to whom he 
was by them referred, not having it 
in their power to furniſh the provi- 
ſions wanted, had recommended him 
to Congreſs to be ſupphed with the 
ſame at ſome port in the middle or 
ſouthern Colonies, ; 

Reſolved, That permiſſion be 
granted to Captain Jenkins, to carry 
the proviſions ſpecified in the certifi- 
cate of the committee of Falmoath, 
for the internal conſumption of the 
inhabitants of Nantucket, he firſt 
taking an oath, and giving bond ta 
the committee of inſpection and ob- 
ſervation, for the city and liberties 
of Philadelphia, to purſue their in- 


ſtructions in his voyage, and to uſe 


his utmoſt endeavours not to fall inta 
the power of the cutters or armed 
veſſels of the enemy. 

The committee on the ſtate of the 
treaſury brought in a report, which 
was read, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the number and 
denominations of the bills ordered ta 
be emitted be as follows : 


83,334 of 8 dollars each 
$3,333 of 7 do. 
83,333 of 6 do, 
83,333 of 5 do. 
83,334 of 4 do. 
$3,333 of 3 do. 
83,333 of 2 do. 
83,333 of 1 do, 


I 2 


Reſolved, That the plates uſed 4 | 


— — — — — 
— 
J — — — 
— 


+» 
—— R—_— TY re 3X4 


U 
\ 
2 8 
— — 
* 2 — 1 — — — — — — 
— r E 
a - 2 — = — 
. . 

— —————— — —— = — 
28 
8 N 8 — : - 

— — 5 — , N p — — 
— — — — — - _—Y * 
yr - — 
2 . 
y <> 
* - * * 30 —— 24 — — —— > 2 
. . 
— * — - 
* — — — = ” 27 
* = 4 - I * 
. — = o 
* 
— — — 
— 

Arco ot 


—— = tC a ar » 4 — — 
4 ” £ £ 
6 
: <4 + a 


— - = — 
* 5 Code eons A 2 — —— 
— — — - | Na+ 
TE = 


= — — 2 1 
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the laſt emiſſion be uſed for ſtriking 
off and printing the above bills. 

Reſoived, That the gentlemen who 
ſuperintended the preſs at the laſt 
emiſſion, be impowered to ſuperin- 
tend the printing theſe bills. 

Reſolved, 'That the committee on 
the ſtate of the treaſury be directed to 
— — about proper perſons to ſign 
and number ſaid bills, and report to 
Congreſs. 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the general's letter, 
whereupon, | 


Reſolved, That the of - 
0 


artillery conſiſt of one nel, two 
Iieutenant- colonels, two majors, and 
twelve comp nies. 

That the general be informed that 
two gentlemen, namely, Thomas 
Crafts, jun. and George Trott, Eſ- 

uires, have been recommended to 

ongreſs as proper perſons for field 
officers in ſaid regiment, and that the 
general enquire into their characters 
and abilities, and if upon enquiry he 
ſhall judge them proper, and that the 
appointment of them will occaſion 
no diſturbance or diſguſt in the regi- 
ment, that he appoint them and ac- 
quaint Congreſs thereof. 

Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction 
to the committee appointed to con- 
tract for ſupplying the priſoners, that 


- Mr. D. Franks, of this city, be per- 


mitted to jupply the troops, who are 
priſoners in this Colony, with pro- 
vifions and other neceflaries at the 

nce of the crown, and to fell 


his bills for ſuch ſums of money as 


are neceſſary for that purpoſe, and 
that the ſaid commintee confer with 


Mr. Franks, and enquire whether he 


will alſo undertake on the ſame terms 
to ſupply the priſoners 1n other Colo- 
nies. - 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report of the commit- 
tee, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the aſſembly or general court of 
the calony of Maſlachuſexts-Bay, to 


uſe all the means in their power, chat 
the army before Boſton be ſupplied 
with wood and hay on the molt rea. 
ſonable terms. 

That in the new. eſtabliſhment of 
the army the general officers be not 
allowed regiments, nor the field offi- 
cers companies. 

That all perſons taken in arms on 

board any prize be deemed priſoners 
at the diſpoſal of the general, whe. 
ther the prize be taken by veſſels 
fitted out in the pay of the continent 
or by others. 
That ſuch as are taken be treated 
as priſoners of war, but with huma- 
nity, and be allowed the ſame rations 
as the troops in the ſervice of the 
continent ; that the officers being in 
pay ſhould ſupply themſelves with 
cloaths, their bills to be taken for 
the ſame, that the ſoldiers be furniſh. 
ed as they now are. 

That as the new army in Maſſachu. 
ſetts-Bay is calculated to oppoſe the 
army at Boſton, it is not expected 
that the general ſhould detach any 
part of it to New-York or elſewhere, 
unleſs it appear to him neceſſary ſo 
to do for the common ſafety. 

That the troops in the new army 
be paid monthiy. 

That an exchange of priſoners will 
be proper, citizens for citizens, offi- 
cers for officers of equal rank, and 
ſoldier for ſoldier. 

That Enſign Moland be detained 
in the place where he now is, until 
exchanged. 

That this Congreſs approve the 
terms on which the artificers of dif- 
ferent ſorts have been employed in 
the army; and that the general go 
on upon the preſent agreement, as 
being the beit that can probably be 
m—__ | 

That the general be directed to 
pick out from each of the rifle com- 
panies ſuch as are not markſmen, 
and diſmiſs them in ſuch manner. as 
will be ſafeſt, with an allowance of 
pay to go home, if they do not chuſe 
tg 
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Reſolved, 


1 


to inliſt in other battalions, and in 
the mean time that all receive their 
Tat what artillery of different 
kinds can be ſpared from New-York 
and Crown-Point, be procured and 
forwarded to the army before Boſton. 

That the Indians of St. Francis, 
Penobſcot, Stockbridge, and St. 
John's, and other tribes, may be 
called on in caſe of real neceſſity, and 
that the giving them preſents is ſuit- 
able and proper, 

That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to deviſe the beſt mode of 
having expreſſes (perſons of charac- 
ter) poſted along the roads at differ- 
ent diſtances, for the purpoſe of con- 
veying early and frequent intelli- 


ce. 
Erbe members choſen, Mr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Deane. 
That as much lead as can be ſpared 
from the northern department, and 
is wanted at the camp at Cambridge, 


be ſent down from 'Ticonderoga to 


Cambridge. 

That the Congreſs approve the 
general's fitting out armed veſlels to 
intercept the enemies ſupplies. 

That when the army receives ſuch 
ſupplies of powder as to be enabled 
to ſpare ſome to the country, that it 
be ſold to them at a reaſonable price. 

That the ſecret committee be di- 
rected to-enquire what articles are 
neceſſary for the uſe of the army, 
and how they may be procured and 
report to Congreſs. | 

Ordered, That the reſolutions 
paſſed on the general's letters, and 
on the report of the committee of 
conference and other reſolutions as 


relate to the eſtabliſhment of the new 


army, not already forwarded, be ſent 
by expreſs to the general. 

The Congreſs — informed that 
Mr. Ethan Allen, who was taken 
priſoner near Montreal, is confined 
in irons on board a veſſel in the river 
St. Lawrence. 


Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 


ton be directed to apply to General 
Howe on this matter, and deſire that 
he may be exchanged, 


The ſeveral matters to this day re- 


ferred being poſtponed, 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, December 4, 1775. 
The committee to whom the ac- 
counts from Maſſachuſetts-Bay were 


referred, reported that for want of 


proper vouchers. they were not able 
to proceed on that buſineſs, and there- 


fore deſiring to be diſcharged. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid committee 
upon their requeſt be diſcharged, 

Reſolved, That the ſum. of forty 
thouſand dollars be advanced to the 
colony of New-Hampſhire, on ac- 
count of expences by them incurred, 
the ſaid Colony to be accountable. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of four 
hundred and forty-three thouſand 
three hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars, and one-third of a dollar, be 
_ to the colony of Maſſachuſetts- 

ay in part of their account, the ſaid 
Colony to be accountable. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid ſums be 

id out of the emiſſion laſt ordered 

y Congreſs. 

The committee on the ſtate of Vir- 
ginia to whom were reterred the let. 
ters received on Saturday laſt, brought 
in their report, which was taken iato 
conſideration, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That three companies 
of the battalions raiſed in the colony 
of Pennſylvania immediately march 
under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Irvine, into Northampton 
county, in Virginia, for the protec- 
tion of the aſſociation in thoſe parts, 
and for the defence thereof againſt 
the deſigus of the enemies of Ame- 
rica. 

Reſolved, That it be and it is 
hereby recommended to the inhabi- 
tants of the colony of Virginia, to 
reſiſt to the utmoſt the arbitrary go- 
vernment intended to be eltabuthed 
therein, by their governor lord Dun» 
more, as manifeſtly appears by the 
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whole tenor of his lordſhip's conduct 
for ſome — . 

Whereas lord Dunmore, by his 
proclamation lately publiſhed, has 
declared his intention to execute mar- 
tial law, thereby tearing up the foun- 
dations of eivil authority and govern - 
ment within the ſaid Colony. 

Reſolved therefore, That if the 
convention of Virginia ſhall find it 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh a form of go- 
ernment in that Colony, it be re- 
commended to that convention to 
call a full and free repreſentation of 
the people, and that the faid repre- 
- ſentatives, if they think it neceſſary, 
eftabliſh ſuch form of government, as 
in their judgment will beſt produce 
_ the — — of the people, and moſt 

effectually ſecure peace and good or- 
der in the Colony, during the conti- 
nuance of the preſent diſpute between 
Great- Britain and the Colonies. 

Refolved, That the committee on 
the ſtate of Virginia have leaye, at 
their requeſt, to fit again. 

Reſolved, That in the preſent 
fituation of affairs, it will be very 
dangerous to the liberties and welfare 
of America, if any Colony ſhould 
ſeparately petition the King or either 
houſe of parliament, IN 
' Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to confer with the 
aſſembly of New- Ierſey. 

The members choſen, Mr. Dick- 

inſon, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Jay, 

" Reſolved, That Carliſle, in the 
ony of Pennſylvania, be aſſigned, 

as well as the three towns of Read- 

ing, Lancaſter, and York, for the 

reception of the priſoners taken at 

„John's. 

Reſolved, That the preſident write 
to Mr. Knox by the firſt expreſs to 
Albany, and deſire him, in caſe the 
ſervice he is upon will admit, to re- 

ir to the fortreſſes on Hudſon's 

iver, in the highlands, and inſpect 


the ſtate of the works carrying on 


there, and the fituation of the places 
adjacent, and tranſmit an account 
thereof to Congreſs. 


The delegates of Maſſachuſetts, 
Bay, laid before Congreſs a reſoly. 
tion of the general court of that Co- 
lony paſſed in November laſt, ex. 
tending the commiſſion of their dele. 


gates to the laſt day of January, 


which was read. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re. 
ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow, 
Tueſday, December 5, 1775. 

Reſolved, That the naval commit. 
tec be inſtructed to engage the ſeamen 
and marines to the firſt of January 
1777, unleſs ſooner diſcharged. It 
being ſuggeſted that the reſolution of 
Congreſs paſſed the 2d inſtant, rela- 
tive to Captain Jenkins, was grounded 
on a miſtake with regard to facts. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to take the mat- 
ter into confideratibn, enquire into 
facts, and report to Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. J. 
Adams, Mr. Cuſhing, and Mr. 
M*Kean. . 

The committee of claims applying 
for inſtructions, with regard to ſun- 
dry charges in the accounts laid before 
them from the colony of Rhode- 
Iſland. 

Reſolved, That the charge for 

rchaſe of arms be not allowed, 

That the charge for repairing arms 


'be not allowed. 


'That the expence of removing the 
ſtack from Block-Iſland and other 
places, in conſequence of the requeſt 
of the general be charged to the 
continent. 

That the twelve cannon furniſhed 
to the army in the camp at Cambridge 
by the government of Rhode-Ifland, 
be allowed in their accounts. 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of this matter be deferred 
till to-morrow. 

Reſolved, That thoſe who ſupply 
the three companies ordered to North- 


ampton with arms, ſhall either have 


the ſame returned in kind as ſoon 


as they can be procured; or their va- 
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paid for by the United Colonies, 
— = of IS is to be deducted 
from the pay of the ſoldiers. 

A letter from Lord Sterling, with 
ſundry papers encloſed, was laid be- 
fore Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the naval commit- 
tee have liberty to purchaſe duck and 
{ach other articles as they may want 
for fitting out ſaid veſſels, and to 
enable them the better to perform 
this ſervice, that they may be em- 
powered to. take to their aſſiſtance the 
committee of the city and liberties of 
Philadelphia. | 

Reſolved, That the form of the 
bills. ordered to be emitted be as fol- 
lows : | 

| ConTINENTAL CURRENCY. 

Ne. Dollar 

This bill entitles the bearer to re- 
ceive Spaniſh milled dollars, 
or the value thereof in gold or filver, 
according to a reſolution of Congreis 
paſſed at Philadelphia, November 29, 


1775» 

Kefolved, That each denomina- 
tion or claſs of bills be numbered, 
beginning with one, upwards, in ink 
of a different colour from the laſt e- 
mitted bills. * 

The committee on re-captures 
brought in their report, which being 
read and debated, the Congreſs came 
to the following reſolution. 

Reſolved, That in caſes of re- 
captures, the re-captors have and 
retain in lieu of falvage one eighth 
part of the true value of the veſſel 
and cargo, or either of them, if the 
lame hath or have been in poſſeſſion 
of the enemy twenty-tour hours, one 
bfth part if more than twenty-four 
hours, and leis than forty-eight hours; 
one third part, if more than forty- 
eight and leſs than ninety-ſix hours, 
and one half if more than ninety- ſix 
hours, unleſs the veſſel ſhall, after 
the capture, have been legally con- 
vemned as a prize by ſome court of 
admiralty, in which caſe the recap- 
ors to have the whole; in all which 


caſes, the ſhare detained or prize to 
be divided between the owners of the 
ſhip making the recapture, the Colo- 
ny or the continent as the caſe may 
be, and the captors, agreeable to a 


former reſolution. 


Reſolved, As the army to the 
northward is likely to be ſupplied 
with cloathing at Montreal, that the 
cloathing purchaſed for the ſaid army 
and ſent to Albany, be forwarded by 
land to Mr. Mifflin, quarter-maſter- 
general, for the uſe of the army be- 
fore Boſton. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred bcing poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 
Wedneſday, December 6, 1775. 
The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Robert Ervin for 
waggon hire, the ſum of 35 5. 7 dol- 

lars. 
.- Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

Reſolved, That the three priſoners 
taken by Capt. A. Whipple in his 
paſſage to Philadelphia, who are now 
on board his veſſel be delivered to the 
committee of ſafety of the Colony of 
Pennſylvania, who are directed to ſe- 
cure them in ſafe cuſtody, in ſome 
gaol in ſaid Colony. 3 

A return being laid before Congreſs 
of the number of flints for ſale in 
the city of Philadelphia, amounting 
to upwards of 200, ooo. 

| Reſolved, That the committee of 

inſpection of the city and liberties of 
Philadelphia be defired to purchaſe 
ſaid flints for the uſe of the United 
Colonies, and that in making the 
purchaſe, attention be paid to that 
part of the aſſociation againſt raiſing 
the prices of goods. 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the inſtructions to be 
given to the committee of claims, and 
on the queſtion put. 

Reſolved, That the charge for 
bounty in the account exhibited by 
Rhode-Iſland againſt the United Co- 
lonies be re- allowed. 

The committee to whom the pe- 
tition 
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tition of Dougal M Gregor was re- 
ferred, brought in their report, which 
* read was agreed to. 


e Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 


deration of the report of the commit- 


tee on amations, which being 
debated by paragraphs was agreed to 
as follows: 

We che delegates of the Thirteen 
United Colonies in North-America, 
have taken into our moſt ſerious con 
fideration, a proclamation iſſued from 
the court of St. James's on the twen- 
ty-third day of Auguſt laſt. The 
name of Majeſty is uſed to give it a 
ſanction and influence; and, on that 
account, it becomes a matter of un- 


. Portance to wipe off, in the name of 


the people of theſe United Colonies, 
the aſperſions, which it is calculated 
to throw our cauſe ; and to pre- 
vent, as far as poſſible, the unde- 
ſerved puniſhments which it is de- 


Ggned to for our friends. 
We are . « forgetting the 
allegiance which we owe to the power 
that has protected and ſuſtained us. 
Why all this ambiguity and obſcurity 
in what ought to be ſo plain and ob- 
vious, as that he who runs may read 
it? What allegiance is it "a we 

t! Allegiance to parliament! 
- pr owed—we — owned it. 
Allegiance to our King? Our words 
have ever avowed it, our conduct has 
ever been conſiſtent with it. We 
condemn, and with arms in our 
hands, —a reſource which freemen will 
never part with, we oppoſe the claim 
and exerciſe of unconſtitutional pow- 
ers, to which neither the crown nor 
1 were ever entitled. By the 


ritiſh conſtitution, our beſt inheri- 


tance, rights, as well as dates, de- 
ſcend upon us; we cannot violate the 
latter by defending the former ; we 
ſhould act in diametrical oppoliuon to 
both, if we permitted the claims of 
the Britiſh parliament to be eita- 
bliſhed, and the meaſures puriued in 
conſequence of thoſe claims to be car- 
ried into execution among us. Our 


ſagacious anceſtors provided mound; 
againſt the inundation of tyranny and 
lawleſs power on one fide, as well a; 
againſt that of faction and licentiouſ. 
neſs on the other. On which fe 
has the breach been made ? Is it ob. 
jected againſt us by the moſt invete- 
rate and the moſt uncandid of our e- 
nemies, that we have oppoſed any of 
the juſt prerogatives of the crown, or 
any legal exertion of thoſe preroga. 
tives? Why then are we accuſed of 
forgetting our allegiance ? We have 
rformed our duty, we have reſiſted 
in thoſe caſes, in which the right to 
reſiſt is ſtipulated as expreſsly, on our 
part, as the right to govern 1s, in 
other caſes, ſtipulated on the part of 
the crown, 'The breach of allegiance 
is removed from our reſiſtance as far 
as tyranny is removed from legal go- 
vernment. It is alledged that we 
have proceeded to an open and avowed 
rebellion.” - In what does this rebel- 
lion conſiſt. It is thus deſcribed— 
« Arraying ourſelves in hoſtile man- 
ner to withſtand the execution of the 
law, and traiteroully preparing, or- 

dering and levying war againſt 
King. We know of no laws bind- 
ing on us, but ſuch as have been 
tranſmitted to us by our anceſtors, 
and ſuch as have been conſented to by 
ourſelves or our repreſentatives elected 
for that purpoſe. What laws, ſtampt 
with theſe characters, have we with - 
ſtood ? We have indeed defended 
them; and we will riſque every thing, 
do every thing, and ſuffer every thing 
in their defence. 'To ſupport our 
laws, and our liberties eſtabliſhed by 
our laws, we have prepared, ordered, 
and levied war. But is this tr.Ate- 
rouſly, or againſt the King ? We view 
him as the conſtitution repreſents him. 
That tells us he can do no wrong, 
The cruel and illegal attacks, which 
we oppoſe, have no foundation in the 
royal authority, 'We will not, on 
ou; part, lote the diſtinction between 
the King and his miniſters: happy 
would it have been for ſome former 
| Princes, 
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princes, had it always been preſerved 
on the part of the crown, 
Beſides all this we obſerve, on this 
art of the proclamation, that ** re- 
lion” is a term undefined and un- 
known in the law. It might have 
been expected, that a proclamation, 
which, by the Britiſh conſtitution has 
no other operation than merely that 
of enforcing what is already law, 
would have had a known legal baſis 
to have reſted upon. A correſpon- 
dence between the inhabitants of 
Great Britain and their brethren in 
America produced, in better times, 
much ſatisfaction to individuals, and 
much advantage to the public. By 
what criterion ſhall one, who is un- 
willing to break off this correſpond- 
ence, and 1s, at the ſame time, 
anxious not to expoſe himſelf to the 
dreadful conſequences threatened in 
this proclamation—by what criterion 
ſhall he regulate his conduct? He is 
* not to carry on cotreſ- 
adence with the perſons now in re- 
lion in the Colonies. - How ſhall 
he aſcertain * who are in rebellion, or 
who are not.“ He conſults the lay 
to learn the nature of the ſuppoſe 
crime: the law is filent upon that 
ſabject. This, in a country where it 
has been often ſaid, and formerly 
with juſtice, that the government is 
by law and not by men, might render 
him perfectly eaſy. But proclama- 
tions have been ſome times dangerous 
engines in the hands of thoſe in pow- 
er. Information is commanded to be 
given ta one of the ſecretaries of ſtate 
of all perſons who ſhall be found 
carrying on correſpondence with the 
perſons in rebellion, in Fi 2 to bring 
to condign, puniſhment the authors, 
perpetrators, or abettors of ſuch dan- 
gerous deſigns.” Let us ſuppoſe, for 
a moment, that ſome perſons in the 
colonies are in rebellion, and that 
thoſe, who carry on correſpondence 
with them, might learn b — rule, 
which Britons are bound to know, 
how to diſcriminate them, does it 
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follow that all correſpondence with 


them deſerves to be puniſhed ? It 
might have been intended tO apprize 
them of their danger, and to reclaim 
them from their crimes. 
law does a correſpondence with a cri- 
minal transfer or communicate his 
guilt, We know that thoſe who aid 
and adhere to the King's enemies ; 
and thoſe, who correſpond with them 
in order to enable them to carry their 
deſigns into effect, are criminal in the 
eye of the law. But the law goes no 
farther. Can amations, accard- 
ing to the 4 of reaſon and 
juſtice, and the conſtitution go farther 
than the law ? 5 

But, perhaps, the principles of rea- 
fo and aner and the — 
will not preyail : experience ſ 
to us the doubt. If they 1 
we muſt reſort to arguments drawn 
from a very different ſourck. We 
thereſore, in the name of the people 
of theſe United Colonies, and — 
thority, according to the pureſt max- 


ims of repreſentation, derived from 


them, declare, that whatever puniffi- 
ment ſhall be inflicted upon any per- 
ſons in the power of our enemies for 
favouring, aiding or abetting the cauſe 
of American li „ ſhall be reta- 
liated in the ſame kind, and the ſame 
degree, — thoſe in our er, 
who have favoured, aided, or abetted, 
or ſhall favour, aid or abet the ſyſtem 
of, miniſterial oppreſſion. The eſſen- 


tial difference between our cauſe and 


that of our enemies, might juſtify. a 
ſeverer puniſhment ; the law of re- 
taliation will unqueſtionably warrant 
one equally ſevere. 1 
We mean not, however, by this 
declaration, to occaſion or to multi- 
ply puniſhments : our ſole view is to 
prevent them. In this unhappy and 
unnatural controverſy, in which Bri» 
tons fight againſt, Britons, and the de · 
ſcendants of Britons, let the calami 
ties immediately incident to a tivi 
war ſuffice, We hope additions will 
_—_— wantonneſs be made to them 
a on 


By what 
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on one fide: we ſhall t the ne- 
: ceffity, if laid under the neceſſity, of 
- making them on the other. 

.__ Ordered, That the above be pub- 


A memorial from Colonel Bull was 
- preſented to Congreſs and read. 
Reſolved, That the ſame be taken 
into confideration on Friday next. 
Neſolved, That Lieutenant Fel- 
tham have leave to join the officers of 


the 26th regiment, and refide with 


them in the places deftined for their 
reception. | 
Reſolved, That Major Prefton, and 
the officer with him remain in Phila- 
delphĩa until farther orders from Con- 


_- Ordered, That the ent in- 
form Major Prefton 
tion. i 

A letter from General Waſhington, 
dated 28th November being received, 
+ . Reſolved, That the ſame be taken 
into confideration to-morrow morn- 


by, ſeveral-matters to this day re- 
d bein poſtponed. 


to 10 o'clock to morrow. 


; 


the women and children taken at St. 
| John's wich the baggage, were ar- 


.: Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the committee of of the Co- 
Jlony of Pennſylvania, to have them 
removed in the ch 


neceſſity o 


this reſolu- 


December 7, 177. 
The Gonek being in c that 


The Congreſs taking into conſider 
ation the general's letter of the 28th 
ult. came to the following reſolutions, 

| Whereas doubts may ariſe reſpe8. 
ing the true intent and conſtruction 
of a certain reſolution of Congreſ;, 
paſſed the 4th day of November laſt, 
„ the general, in caſe the 
the ſervice ſhould require 

it, to call forth the minute men and 
militia of the New. England Colonies. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution 
ſhall not extend or be conſtrued to 
authorize the general to call forth the 
ſaid minute- men or militia without 


having applied to and obtained the 


conſent of thoſe officers, in whom the 
executive powers of government in 
thoſe colonies may be veſted. 
Reſolved, That the preſident write 
letters to the council of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, the convention of New-Hamp- 
ſhire, and the governors of Rhode. 
Iſland and Connecticut, acquainting 
them with the preſent ſtate of the 
army, and incloſing copies of the re- 
ſolutions of this Congreſs relative to 
the general's being empowered to call 
the militia of thoſe * 
on any eme » and requelting 
thoſe 8 themſelves in 
defence of our common liberties, by 
affording the general all the aid in 
their power, and comply with his re- 
queſt for the aſſiſtance of the militia 
whenever he may find it neceſſary to 
apply for it. NO INT 
A letter from General Schuyler of 
the 22d of November, together with 
a copy of a letter from Gen. Mont- 
mery of the 17th, and one from 
Colonel Arnold of the 14th of the 
_ month, being received, were 
The ſeveral matters to this day 
referred being ed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday; December 8, 1775. 
The committee to whom the pe- 
tition of Captain Jenkins, was re- 
ferred, brought in their report, which 
was read. hut 
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The committee to whom the letter 
from the committee of inſſ 
the county of Frederic, in Maryland, 
relative to Allen Cameron, John 
Smith, and John Connolly, with the 
papers encloſed, was referred, brought 
in their report, which being taken 
into conſideration. } 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Allen 
Cameron, John Smith, and John 
Connolly, confined in priſon at 
Philadelphia at the continental ex- 
2 until the further order of Con- 
8. 
of That the preſident tranſ- 
mit a copy of the above reſolution to 
the committee of Frederic, and deſire 
them in purſuance thereof to ſend the 
priſoners under guard to Philadelphia. 
Reſolved, That the petition of Jo- 
nathan Hudſon, be referred to a com 
mittee of three. | 
The members choſen, Mr. Jeffer- 
ſon, Mr. Penn, and Mr. R. Morris. 
The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the letters from Lord Sterling 
came to the following reſolutions, 
Retired, * * {grey "arc 
be appointed to ſupply the batta- 
be reed in 9 with the 
rations and other neceſſaries allowed 
them ++}, of a dollar per ration. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Crane be di- 
refted to give Mr. Lowry proper 
orders for ſecuring for the uſe of the 
battalions raiſed in New- Jerſey, the 
— che batracks of that Co- 
ony, | 
Reſolved, That a ſurgeon be al- 
lowed to each battalion in the ſervice 
of the United Colonies ; and that his 
pay be twenty-five dollars per calen- 


dar month. 


Whereupon William Barnet, junr. 
was el ſurgeon to Lord Stirling's, 


or the firſt battalion raiſed in New- 
erſey. 

Reſolved, That a ſtanding com- 
mittee compoſed of a member from 
each Colony, be appointed to receive 
the applications, and examine into 
the qualifications of the ſeveral per- 
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pection of A 


2. 


— * -- 
* * 


ſons, who apply for officers in the 
— army, and report to Cant 
5. | 

The 'members are, Mr, Bartlett, 
Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Ward, Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Jay, Mr. W. Livingſton, Mr. 
Allen, Mr. Rodney, Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Penn, and Mr. Lynch. 5 

Reſolved, 'That the part of Lord 
Sterling's letter, which reſpe&s the 
arreſting and impriſoning ſoldiers for 
ſmall ſums, be referred to a commit · 
tee of three. 8 
The members choſen, Mr. Jay, 
= Wilſon, and Mr. W. Living- 

n. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Bedford, the 
deputy muſter-maſter general, who is 
now in town, be directed to muſter 
the battalion raiſed in Pennſylvania, 
and make return to Congreſs as ſoon 
as poſſible. | 

he committee on eſtabliſhing ex- 
preſſes, brought in their report, which 
was read. 
- Ordered, That the letter from Ge- 
neral Schuyler, with the encloſed let- 
ters from General Montgomery and 
Colonel Arnold, be publiſhed, 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred, being farther poſtponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 

Saturday, December 9, 1775. 

Reſolved, That the committee E 
pointed to ft out armed veſſels, 
empowered to employ the following 


officers, and that their pay be as fol. 
lows, viz. 5 1 
Dollars per calendar month. 
Midſhipman 12. 
Armourer 15 
Sailmaker 12 
Yeoman 9 
Quarter · maſter 2 
Quarter gunner 8 
Cook 12 
Coxſwain. 


9 

Pilot according to the uſual rates; 
when abſolutely neceſſary; the com- 
mander to give ſuch farther gratuity 


as may be. neceſſary. for the good of 


the ſery ice. 
K 2 Reſolved, 


. 72 
Reſo That an order iſſue dollars be advanced to C: 


of Rhode 

for raiſing battalions more in Wikies, who has contracted to thereon, 
the Colony of Pennſylvania, on the ſopply the battalion raiſed in Penn- Reſolvi 
ſame terms as the one already raiſed. f. __ at 7. 85 of a dollar per ration, appointee 
- Reſolved, That a like order iſſue A him on his fi gn- for furniſ 
for raiſing one battalion in the lower - ing 2 contract, and giving — naval arm 
counties on Delaware, on the ſame for the performance thereof. conveniet 
terms as thoſe ordered to be raiſed 1 in The committee of claims reported, ' Reſolve 
Pennſylvauia. that there is due to William Chew conſiſt of 
The Congreſs took | into confider- for for tiding expreſs to the Talt-petre ny, via. 
ation: the letters from General Schuy- irginia, and bringing ſam- Adams, |] 
ler, from the 11th of November in- — 1 mineral, the ſum of 84.3 Mr. Lew 
clafive, and thereupon came to the dollars. Mr. Reac 
followin reſolutions. 'Ordered, That * above be paid. Lee, Mr, 
R-ſolrel, That the orders given to Colonel Dy er produced an account, The C 


General Montgomery to purchaſe amounting 2 1956 dollars for medi- fideration 
cloathing at Montreal for the troops cines bought an forwarded to the on the pe 
— 8 command, be and are ap- camp at Cambridge. of the ul 
Reſolved, That an order be drawn cence to ſe 

— That the officers, who on the treaſurers in his favour for that ty, and ti 


are priſoners, : be allowed to fell their ſum. web. | | vitions and 
balls for their ſubſiſtnece. The commiſfioners for Indian af- of the. inh. 
F borne That Major Prefton, fairs in the middle department, laid the ſame. v 
rain Kinnear, Captain Goodwin, before N the minutes of their | Reſolve 
— Major Stopford, pay to the con- 1 zeal of the 
tinental tre ſurers the ſums advanced That the ſame be refer- liberties of 
them by General Schuyler, and that 1 to Wedneſday —_— ing the ſai 
General Schuyler be informed of this Reſolved, That Monday next be ing ſold ce 
refolution, and deſired to ſend their aſſigned for raking into confideration Congreſs i 
obligations to the treaſurers. the inſtructions to the delegate of Reſolve 
Reſol ved, That General Mont- Rhode-Ifland. Congreſs, 
| gomery be 4 - yer a 1 * OE mers to this day re- I ſaid iſland 
ral in the N 0 ni o- ferre n ne : _ fi 
nies. . e yo clock on Monday. 4 by 
- Reſolved; "That the ſam of 16 ;mber "Reſolver 
dollars per month be allowed to the Monday, Dee "a 1775" that ſome 


commander for the time being in the A letter from General Waſhington, WW by the 
province of Canada, and reſiding dated zoth of November being re- 2 
there for the nce of his table, ceived, was read, together, with an neceſſary f 
over and above the pay, to which be invoice of ſtores on board the Nancy Refolved 
ma be entitled by his commiffion. tranſport, taken by the ſchooner Lee, IN the nr 
* Reſolved, That the ſeveral other Captain Manley; alſo a letter from et, prepare 
matters in General Schuyler's letters, — of New-York, dated ty of fuel 
and the encloſed s, except what 7th inſtant for the 
relates :6 Mr. Phelps, be — to The committee to whom that part lay it befor 
a dommiitee of three, who are to take of Lord Stirling's letter, reſpecting ihe peace 
the ſame into confideration and report the arrefting an impriſoning ſoldier: I gable Tap 
thereon to Congreſs, © for ſmall ſums was referred, brought WF fett 5. Ba wy 
The members choſen, Mr. Dick- in their report. firmation . 
inſon, Mr. . Kean, and Mr. Agreeable to che order of the day, and that th 
Wythe. the Congreſs took into confideration 90 ed * 
Reſolved, That the bum of 3000 the .nftruRtion given to the delegates of * 


1 iO, 
Ll 


„ 


thereon. 1 
Reſolved, That a committee be 


appointed to deviſe ways and means 
for furniſtiing theſe Colonies with a 
naval armament, and report with all 
convenient ſpeed, | 
" Reſolved, That the committee 
conſiſt of a member from each Colo- 
ny, viz. Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S, 
Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr, Deane, 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, 
Mr. Read, Mr. Paca, Mr. R. H. 
Lee, Mr, Hewes, and Mr. Gadſon. 
The Congreſs then took into confi- 
ſideration the report of the committee 
on the petition of Thomas Jenkins, 
of the 1ſland of Nantucket, for li- 
E | nn 
, and to purchaſe a cargo of pro- 
age and fuel for the nece 5 
of the inhabitants of ſaid iſland, and 
the ſame was agreed to as follows 
Reſolved, That the vigilance and 
zeal of the committee of the city, and 
liberties of Philadelphia, in prevent- 
ing the ſaid Jenkins's cargo from be- 
ing ſold contrary to the reſolutions of 
Congreſs is highly approved. * 
Reſolved, That it appears to this 
Congreſs, that the jnkabitence of 
laid 1ſland are at preſent in great 
—_ for want of the neceſſaries of 


e. | 7 
| Reſolved, That humanity requires 


that ſome ſpeedy meaſures be taken 
by the Congreſs, to enable the ſaid 
inhabitants to ſupply themſelves with 
neceſſary fuel and proviſions. f 
Reſolved, That the ſelect- men of 
the tou n of Sherbourne, in Nantuck- 
et, prepare an eſtimate of the quanti- 
ty of fuel and proviſions neceſſary 
for the . uſe of ſaid inhabitants, and 


lay it before three or more juſtices of 


the peace, for the county of Barn- 
ſable, in the Colony of Maſſachu- 
ſett's. Bay, atteſted by the oath or af- 
firmation of the ſaid ſelect- men; 
and that the ſaid juſtices be empow- 
fed to grant licences under their 


Morris, 


hands to any maſter or owner of veſ- 
ſels in the ſaid iſland, to import fuel 
and proviſions from the Colonie of 
Maſſachuſett's-Bay, hode-Iſland, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jer- 
ſey, Pennſylvania, lower counties on 
Delaware, or Maryland, not exceed- 
ing the quantities ſpecified in ſaid 
eſtimate, 2 | * | 
Reſolved, Whereas it appears 
that the ſaid inhabitants — in 
immediate danger of ſuffering for 
want of the —— of ph e, that 
the ſaid Captain Jenkins be permit- 
5; > gar on * - 
committee of the city and liberties 
of Philadelphia, to unload and. ſell 
his preſent cargo, and to purchaſe 
a cargo of Rel and proviſions, 
provided he ſhall firſt make oath or 
affirmation before a magiſtrate and 
give bond, that the ſame is, bona 
de, intended for the internal con- 
ſumption of the ſaid inhabitants, 
and that he will uſe his utmoſt en- 
deavours, that it ſhall not fall into 
the bands of the enemies of the Uni- 
ted Colonies. E 
The committee, to whom the pe- 
tition of Jonathan Hudſon was reter- 
red, reported their opinion in certain 
reſolutions, which being read, were 
agreed to as follows, ZE 
Reſolved, That ſo much of the ſaid 
petition as prays for permiſſion to ex- 
port his cargo to any place, other 
than the iſlands of Great-Britain, 
Ireland, Jerſey, Guerniey, Sark, 
Alderney or Mann, or the Weſt India 
iſlands, is reaſonable. _ 
Reſolved, That ſo much of the 
ſaid petition as prays for father per- 
miſſion is unreaſonable. . 
Reſolved, That the ſgid petitioner 
give bond with jufficient ſecurity to 
the chairman of che conumiiiee of the 
town of Baltimore, under a penalty of. 
double che value of ſaid cargo, to ex- 
port the ſaid cargo to ſome place other 


than the iſlands of Great-Britain, or 


Ireland, Jerſey, Guerniey, Sark, 
. Al 4 


of emittin 


| . TW 


Alderney, Mann, and the iſlands of 
the Weſt-Indies; and within fix 
months after the ſaid exportation, 
to produce to the faid chairman a 
certificate of the part, to which the 
faid cargo ſhall have been ſhipped, 


authenticated under the hands of two 
tation ing in the ſame 5 
oP that on — ſuch bod” Se 
faid chairman fign a permit to the 
ſaid petitioner, allowing him to ex- 
port the ſaid cargo. | 
The Congreſs reſuming the ſubject 
ills of credit. . 


Reſol 


ber of the bills ordered to be emitted, 


viz. Samuel Morris, Frederick Kuhl, 


Collins, Nicholas Garriſon, 


ris, jun. James Wharton, Benjamin 
Fuller, Joel Evans, Andrew Bunner, 
John eaſe, Thomas Coombe, 
= Bayard, Robert Tucknifs, 
Hazlehurſt, Thomas Morris, 
Samuel Caldwell, John Purviance, 
Mordecai Lewis, Ge Campbell, 
Joſeph Parker, Daniel Clymer, Jo- 
ſeph Watkins, jun. John Shee, Phi- 
neas Bond, James Read, Robert Ro- 
berts, John Ord, Iſaac Howel, Wil- 
liam Webb, Jonathan B. Smith, 
Cornelius Barnes, Thomas Smith, 
and William Criſpin. 
- -Refolved, That each bill be figned 
and numbered by two of the forego- 
ing gentlemen. | 
A petition from Mr. Phelps was 
ented and read. 
Ordered, That the ſame be taken 
into conſideration to-morrow. 
"The committee appointed to ex- 
amine the qualifications of perſons ap- 
lying for offices, &c. re Dr. 
d as po for the office of ſur- 
geon to the battalion raiſed in Penn- 
— and Mr. Patterſon adjutant, 
* 
Dr. Boyd was unanimouſly elected. 
A petition from David Beveridge, 
being laid before Congreſs and read, 


That the following gen- 
themen be appo ted to fign the num- 


Matthew Clarkſon, Samuel C. Mor- 
ris, Thomas Barclay, Anthony Mor- 


Reſolved, That the ſame be refer. 
red to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Read, and Mr, Fefferſon. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers for the ſum of 3000 
dollars, in favour of the committee of 
correſpondence. 

Reſolved, That to-morrow be af. 
ſigned to take into conſideration the 
report of the committee of conference 
reſpecting Boſton. 

A letter from the commiſfioners for 
Indian — in me ſouthern depart. 
ment, en un » Was 
received and — re 

The committee on the credit of 
paper currency brought in their re- 


P The ſeveral matters to this day re. 

ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 16 o'clock to-morrow, 
Tueſday, December 12, 1775. 

Reſolved, That the intercepted let- 
ters of Brooke Watſon, and the in- 
voice of the cargo on board the brig 
_ * taken by the 4 gray 
er 1 in Manley, b- 
liſhed. r TY 10 

Sundry letters relative to a cargo of 
molaſſes, taken out of the brig Nan- 
cy, alſo a letter from the committee 
of Trenton, encloſing a parole figned 
by the officers there, were laid before 
Congreſs and read. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare letters of thanks to the three 
general officers in the northern army, 
reported draughts, which being read 
and approved. 

Ordered, That they be ſigned by 
the preſident and tranſmitted. 

he committee on General Schuy- 


ler's letters brought in their report, 


which was read. 
Reſolved, That the allowance for 
a table, made to the commander for 
the time being in Canada, be granted 
to General Montgomery from the 
time he entered Canada. 
Reſolved, That this Con wall 
make a preſent of a ſword of the 1 
ue 
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Jae of one hundred dollars, to Capt. 
Henry B. Livingſton, as a teſtimony 
of their ſenſe of his ſervice to this 


country, and that they will embrace 
the firſt opportunity of promoting him 
in the army. 


Reſolved. That the ſum of 120,000 
dollars be advanced to the Colony of 
Rhode-Iſland in part of their account 
againſt the United Colonies, to be 
paid out of the emiſſion laſt ordered, 
the ſaid Colony to be accountable for 
the ſame, 

Apreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs took into conſideration 
the report of the committee of con- 
ference, and after debate. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of . the whole, to take this 
matter into farther conſideration. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Wedneſday, December 13, 1775 

A letter from General Waſhington 
of the 4th inſtant, encloſing ſundry 
papers being received, was read. 

he committee appointed to de- 
vile ways and means for fitting out a 
naval armament, brought in their re- 
port, which being read and debated, 
was agreed to. 

Reſolved, That a committee be a 
pointed with full powers to carry ſaid 
report into execution. 

Reſolved, That the appointment 
of this committee be deferred till to- 
morrow. | 

Mr. Willing, one of the ſecret com- 
mittee defiring to be excuſed on ac- 
count of his living out of town, 
which rendered it impracticable for 
him to attend the committee, which 
uſually meets in the evening. 

Reſolved, T'hat he be excuſed, and 

hat another be elected in his room. 
The member choſen, Mr. R. Mor- 


$, : 

Refolved, That when this Con- 
ſs ſhall adjourn, it will be neceſ- 
to appoint a committee to fit 


- 


during the adjournment, for the pur- 
poſe of ſuperintending the — — 
carrying on neceſſary correſpandence, 
and ſuch other ſervices as ſhall be di- 
refed by Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That a committee of five 
be appointed to conſider and prepare 
inſtructions for the committee above- 
mentioned, | 

The members choſen, Mr, Jeffer- 
ſon, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin, Mr. 
Jay, and Mr. Deane. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap. 
pointed to fit out armed veſſels, 
authoriſed to give able bodied ſea- 
men, that may be willing to enter on 


board the ſhips of war of the United 
c—_ eight dollars per calendar 
. 


Information being given that ſun- 
— perſons in chis city have lately 
ſold tea. | 
Reſolved, That the conſideration 
of this matter be referred to Friday 
next. 
The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
T burſday, December 14, 1775. 
Reſolved, That on the meeting of 
ny, half an hour every morn- 
ing employed in reading the cor- 
copy of the journal, till the 
whole is gone through. an 
Reſolved, That every morning, 
the minutes of the preceding day 
read, before the Congreſs enter on 
new buſineſs. 2 
Reſolved, That the corrected jour- 
nal, after being read, be tranſcribed, 
and ſent to the preſs. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs proceeded to the ap- 
intment of a committee, to | 
into execution the reſolutions of 
Congreſs for fitting out a naval ar- 
mament, 
Reſolved, 'That the ſaid commit- 
tee conſiſt of a member from each 


Colony. | 
Reſolved, That the choice be by 
ballot. | 


The 
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Tube members choſen, Mr. Bartlett, 
Mr. Hancock, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 
Deane,” Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. 

. Morris, Mr. Read, Mr. Chaſe, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Hewes, Mr. 
- Gadſden, and Mr. Houſtoun. 

Reſolved, That Lieutenant Way, 
of the 7th regiment, who is now a 
riſoner, have liberty to return to 
Great-Britain on his parole, not to 
take up arms againſt America during 
che preſent conteſt between Great- 
Britain and theſe colonies. 

A petition from Peter Berlon, was 
preſented to Congreſs and read. 

_ Reſolved, That the ſaid petition 
with the papers accompanying it, 
referred 85 Teal of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. E. 
Rutlege, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Smith. 
The ſeveral — day re- 
ferred, bei urther poned. * 
Adjourned to io o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 

Information being . to Con- 
oreſs, that Captain Motte, who had 

e charge of conducting the priſoners 
to Reading, and other towns in Renn- 

lvania, having performed that ſer- 

e, was returned to this city. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to diſtribute the priſoners 
confer with Captain Motte, and re- 
port to Congreſs. _ 

** Reſolved, That the committee of 
fafety for the Colony of Pennſylvania, 
be requeſted to recommend 2 

rſons for field officers of the four 
attalions to be raiſed in the ſaid 
Colony. | z 

Reſolved, That 25 20 2 it 
tee appoint r perſons for officers 
in the Fad ons under the rank 
-of majors. M 

"Reſolved, That fimilar orders be 
given to the committee of ſafety of 
the lower counties on Delaware, for 
recommending field officers, and ap- 
pointing inferior officers, for the bat- 
talion to be raiſed in that Colo'iy, 

Reſolved, That Meſſrs. George 
company, merchants, of 


the city of Philadelphia, be per. 
mitted to expott from the Cotony of 


Virginia, ſo much of the produce of 


that county, as ſhall be equal in va- 
ue to any quantity of ſalt, not ex. 
ceeding fix thouſand: buſhels, which 
they ſhall carry and ſafely deliver there 
to the commuttee of ſafety or their 
order, who are empowered to regulate 
the prices of the ſaid produce and (alt; 
and that the ſaid George Meade and 
company, having given to the Cele. 
ates of the ſaid Colony in this city 
d with ſafficient ſecurity, under a 
E. of double the value of the 
aid ſalt, that they will not carry any 


be produce of the ſaid Colony, whic 


they may receive in return for their 
ſalt, to the iſlands of Great-Britain, 
Ireland, Jerſey, Gueraſey, Sark, Al- 
derney, or Mann, or to the Weſt. 
India iſlands, and producing to the 
committee of ſafety of the ſaid Colo- 
ny a certificate thereof, ſigned by the 
ſaid delegates. here, ſhall have a per- 
mit under the hand of the chairman 
of the ſaid committee of ſafety to ex 
port the {aid produce, the ſaid permit 
being to be endoried on or annexed to 
a manifeſt of the cargo exported. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare inſtructions for the, committee, 
whe ar oj 1 during the receſs of 

noreſs, brought in their report, 
which was —_- my 

The committee of claims. reported 
that there is due to Robert Erwin, 
waggon-maſter, for the carriage of 
cloathing to Dobb's ferry, the fum of 
40 dollars. 

To Philip Livingſton, Eſq; for 
printing &c. the ſum of 56. 2 dol 

. 

To ſundries for proviſions, &t. 
furniſhed to ſeveral companies of rifle- 
men, the ſum . 2 to be 

id to Henry Wiſner, ; 

"To the BE ns of —— 
at Prince - Town, for ſundry expence 
and for proviſions furniſhed fever 
rifle companies, the ſum of 74.3 do 
lars, to be paid to Thomas Higgins. 
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Ordered, That the faid accounts 
be paid. 

The committee to whom the ſecond 
reſolution in the report, relative to 
tranſports, was recommitted, brought 
in their report, which was read, 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred, being further poſtponed. - 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-mortow. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

A letter from General Waſhington 
of the 7th being received, was read. 

A letter from the convention of 
New-York of the gth being laid be- 
fore Congreſs and read: 

Ordered, That this be referred to 
the committee on the credit of the 
continental currency. | 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to carry into execution the re- 
ſolutions of Congreb relative to a 
naval armament, be empowered to 
draw on the treaſurers from time to 
time for any ſums, not excceding 
$00,000 dollars, for carrying ſaid re- 
ſolutions into execution. 5 

Reſolved, That the delegates of 
Virginia and Maryland, be a com- 
mittee to prepare inſtructions for Co- 
lonel Irvine. 

The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Captain Motte, brought in 
a report, which was read. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Joſiah Feſtenden, 
tor riding expreſs three times to the 
camp at Cambridge, and once to 


Rhode-Ifland, and for expences and 


horſe hire, a ballance amounting to 
126 dollars. | | 

To Daniel King, for 36 days hire 
of a ſulky for ick J. Feſſenden, the 
ſam of 18 dollars. | 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

Captain White Eyes, a Delaware 
tuef, who came down with the com- 
miſfoners for Indian affairs in the 
middle department, being introduced 
o Congreſs, the preſident addreſſed 
im in the following manner. 

* Brother Captain WHITE Eves. 
We are glad to {ee you, and we 


CH 


bid you welcome to this council 


fire kindled for all the United Co- 


lonies. | 
We have heard of your friendſhip 


for your brethren, the white people, 


and how uſetu] you have been in pre- 
ſerving peace and harmony between 
your nation and us, and we thank you 
for thoſe ſervices. 

Me are pleaſed that the Delawares 
intend to embrace chriſtianity. We 
will ſend you, according to your deſire, 
a miniſter and a ſchool-maſter to in- 


ſtruct you in the principles of religion, 


and other parts of uſeful knowledge. 

* We ſhall be happy in improving 
every opportunity that ſhall offer, for 
convincing your nation, and all other 


nations of Indians, of our friendly 


diſpoſition towards them. 


Before you leave this city we will 


give you ſome particular teſtimony of 
our regard for you.” | 
The Congreſs taking into conſi- 
deratian the report of the committee, 
who conferred with Captain Motte. 
Upon motion made, Reſolved, 
Thar the othcers be diftributed in ſach 
places as are moſt 'agreeable to them- 
ſelves, obſerving always the former 
reſolutions of Congreſs on this ſub- 


ject, and that the officers and privates 


be not ſtationed in the ſame places, 

until the further orders of Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That a committee of three 

be appointed to confer with Major 


Preiton, and with him fix on an agent 


to negotiate his bills; and with the 


money arifing from the ſale of ſaid 


bills, to ſupply the priſoners taken at 


St. John's, with cloathing and other 


neceſſaries. 
The members choſen, Mr. M Kean, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. S. Adams. 
Reſolved, That the privates who 
are priſoners, and have been left by 
Captain Motte at Lancaſter, be al- 


' lowed. to remain in that place till the 


further orders of Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That a ſum not exceed- 


ing 80 dollars be paid to Capt Motte, 
being ſo much advanced and paid by 
L | him 


\ 
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him for neceſſaries to his men in 
conducting the priſoners. 

| Reſolved, That the diſtribution of 
the priſoners made by Captain Motte 
be approved. 

Refolved, That it be a ſtanding rule 
of Congreſs, that no perſon be al- 
Jowed to make any motion after 12 
o'clock, without ſpecial leave, until 
the orders of the y are either de- 
termined or put off to another day. 

A petition from ſundry merchants 
of Philadelphia, was preſented and 


| Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to a committee of three. 
The members choſen, Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Jefferſon, and Mr. Hooper. 
The committe to whom the peti- 
tion of Mr. Beveridge was referred, 
brought in their report, which was 
read. ; 
- Ordered to lie on the table. 
The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, December 18, 1775. 
The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Major Preſton, reported their 
proceedings, and that they had not 
yet come to a concluſion with him on 
the matter given them in charge. 
' Reſolved, That Major Preſton have 
leave to go with Captain Motte to 
Lancaſter, and to remain there 10 
days, if he chooſe to tarry fo long. 
Reſolved, That a copy of the re- 
ſolutions of Congreſs relative to the 
diſpoſal of the priſoners, and of the 
parole to be figned by the officers, be 
ſent to the committee of inſpection of 
Lancaſter ; and that an order iſſue to 
the ſaid committee to take the parole 
of the officers there, and tranſmit the 
ſame to Congreſs. p 
Reſolved, That a» order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Capt. 
Edward Motte, for the farther ſum of 
80 dollars, he to be accountable for 
. "Sundry affidavits from Wyoming 
relative th diſturbances there, between 


——P—ß — <— — — — — 


the people of Connecticut and Penn. 
ſylvania, being laid before the Con- 
greſs and read; 

After debate, Reſolved, That the 
confideration of this matter be re. 
ferred till to-morrow. | 

Letters from General Schuyler, 
with ſundry letters and papers en- 
cloſed being received, were read, 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re. 
ferred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Hooper, 
Mr. M*Kean, and Mr. Jefferſon. 

The ſundry matters to this day re- 
ferred, being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
T ue/day, December 19, 1775. 
Agreeable to the order of the day 


the Congreſs reſumed the conſidera. 


tion of the general's letter, and the 
report of the committee on the ſecond 
reſolution in their former report, 
which was recommitted, and 2 - 
upon came to the following reſolu- 
tion : 

Reſolved, That all tranſport veſſel: 
in the ſame ſervice having on board 
any troops, arms, ammunition, cloath- 
ing, proviſions, or military, or naval 
ſtores of what kind ſoever, and all 
veſſels to whomſoever belonging that 
ſhall be employed in carrying provi- 
ſions or other neceſſaries to the Britiſh 
army or armies, or navy, that now are 
or ſhall hereafter be within any of the 
United Colonies, or an 8, Wares, 
or merchandizes, for the uſe of ſuch 
fleet and army, ſhall be liable to 
ſeizure, and with their cargoes ſhall 
be confiſcated. 

The committee on the /qualifica- 
tions of officers applying, and brought 
in a report, which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the ſtate of Vir- 
ie. brought in their report, which 

ing read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


A letter from General Waſhington 


being received, was read. 
The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred, being farther poſtponed. = 
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Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
-* Wedneſday, Fs as 20, 4775. 

The committee 'of claims report, 

that there is due to ſundry perſons for 
neceſſaries furniſhed to the rifle com- 
panies in Virginia, the ſum of 640.5 
dollars, and that the ſame ought tobe 
paid to Thomas Rutherford. 
To Rebecca Reynolds for horſe 
hire, the ſum of 6.9 dollars, and 
the ſame ought to be paid to Henry 
Wiſner, Eſq; 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Congreſs took into confidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
the petition of David Beveridge, 
which was agreed to. | 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the General's letter, and 
thereupon came to the following re- 
ſolution : 

Reſolved, That the ſeveral veſſels 
heretofore taken and carried into 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay by the armed veſ- 
ſels in the ſervice of the United Co- 
lonies, be proceeded againſt by the 
rules of the law of nations, and li- 
belled in the courts of admiralty e- 
refted in ſaid Colony, 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the hate between the people 
of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, on 
the waters of Suſquehannah, came to 
the following reſolution. 

Whereas a diſpute ſubſiſts between 
ſome of the inhabitants of the Colo- 
ny of Connecticut, ſettled under the 
claim of the ſaid Colony, on the 
lands near Wyoming, on the Suſque- 
hannah river, and in the Delaware 
country, and the inhabitants ſertled 
under the claim .of the proprietors of 
Pennſylvania, which diſpute, it is 
apprehended, will, if not ſuſpended 
during the preſent troubles in theſe 
Colonies, be productive of pernicious 
conſequences, which may be very pre- 
judicial to the common intereſt of the 

nited Colonies, therefore 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this Congreſs, and it is accordingly 
recommended, that the contending 


puted territory, as well as 


parties immediately ceaſe all hoſtili- 
ties, and avoid every appearance of 
force, until the diſpute can be legally 
decided; that all the property taken 
and detained be reftored to the origi- 
nal owners, that no interruption be 
— by either party to the free paſ- 
ing and repaſſing of perſons behaving 
themſelves peaceably rovgh the diſ- 

v land as 
water, without moleſtation of either 
perſons or property; that all perſons 
ſeized on and detained, on account of 


ſaid diſpute, on either fide, be diſ- 


miſſed and permitted to go to their 
reſpective homes; and that, things 
being put in the ſame ſituation they 
were before the late unhappy conteſt, 
they continue to behave themſelves 


peaceably on their reſpective poſſeſ- 


ſions and improvements, until a legal 
deciſion can bo had on ſaid diſpute, 
or this Congreſs ſhall take further 
order thereon ; and nothing herein 
done ſhall be conſtrued in prejudice of 
the claim of either party. | 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thurſday, December 21, 1775. 

Ordered, That an authentic copy 
of the reſolution paſſed yeſterday re- 
lative to the diſpute between the peo- 

le of Connecticut and Pennſylvania, 
be tranſmitted to the contending par- 
ties. 

The convention of Maryland hav- 
ing added two new members to their 
delegates, one of them attending pro- 
duced the credentials of their ap- 
pointment which were read, and are 
as follows: 

ANNAPOLIS, (Maryland). 
* In Provincial Convention, Dec. 9, 
1775. \ 

Reſolved, That Robert Alexander 
and John Rogers, Eſquires, together 
with thoſe already appointed, be de- 
puties to repreſent this province in 
the Continental Congreſs, and that 
the ſaid deputies or any three or more 
of them, have full and ample power 


to 1 and agree to all meaſures, 
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. ³˙ m 9 or int en I ne 


ceſſary and effectual to obtain a re- 
dreis of American grievances, and 


be authoriſed to repreient and act for 
tis province in any Continental Con- 


greſs, which may be held before the 


-25th day of March next. 


Extract from the minutes, 
| G. Duval, Clerk.” 
The Congreſs took into conſidera- 


tion the report of the committee on 


the qualifications of officers applying, 
&c. and the ſame being debated. 
Reſalved, That 40 iron pots be 
vided for the ſoldiers, while in the 
rracks near Phil-delphia. 
Reſolved, That the commiſſioned 


. officers of eath company be allowed 


every week a quarter of hickory or 
other wood in proportion, 

Reſolved, That there be provided 
for the battalion raiſed in Pennſylva- 
nia one hundred haver-ſacks, a camp 
kettle for every fix men, a toma- 
hawk, canteen, cartouch box, knap- 
ſack, and rwo belts for each man. 

Reſolved, That a coat of uniform 
be provided for each ſoldier, and that 
What the coat coſts more than the 
Hunting ſhirt, which was to have been 
given them, be deducted from their 


wages. 
; R ſolved, That the ſaid battalion 
be paid one month's pay as ſoon as 
may be; that afterwards they receive 
monthly haif a month's pay only, 
until ſo much is retained as wall 
amount to the money advanced for 
their fire arms, cloathing, &c. and 
after which they ſhall receive their 
full pay monthly. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the committee of ſafety of Penn- 
ſylvania to provide arms, for the 
three companics, which are ordered 
to march; and alſo to provide the 
articles ordered above for the uſe of 
the ſaid battalion, and likewiſe to 
-Furniſh the ſaid battalion with drums, 
colours and fifes. | 


(  ) 


which ſuch Congreſs ſhall deem ne- 


Dr. James Holmes was choſen fur. 
geon to Colonel Maxwell's regiment, 

Matthias Halſted, was elected 
quarter-maſter to Lord Stirling's re- 
giment, 

Reſolved, That the committee on 
the qualifications of officers, &c. be 
directed to procure proper medicine. 
cheſts for the battalion raiſed in Penn- 
ſylvania and Neu- Jerſey. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to take 


into conſideration that part of the re. 


port of the committee of conference, 
relative to an attack on Boſton, and 
after ſome time ſpent thereon, the 
preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr, 
Ward reported that the committee 
had taken into conſideration the mat- 
ter referred to them, but not having 
come to a determination thereon, de- 
fired him to move for leave to fit 
again. | 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow morning reſolve itſelf into 
a committee of the whole, to take in- 
to their farther conſideration the 
report of the committee of conference, 
relative to the attack on Boſton. 

Reſolved, That Mr. McKean, 
Mr. Lee, and Mr. S. Adams bea 
committee to conſider what allowance 
ſhould be made to the officers, who 
are priſoners, for their ſupport. | 

Reſolved, That Mr. Regonville, 
a Canadian priſoner at Trenton, be 
permitted to come to Philadelphia, 
and there wait the orders of Con- 
greſs. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, December 22, 1775. 

A letter from General Schuyler of 
the 14th, alſo a letter from Lord 
Stirling of the ſame date, and a let- 
ter from Captain Livingſton, being 
received, were read. 

The committee appointed to fit out 
armed veſſels, laid before Congreſs a 
lift of the officers by them appointed, 
agreeable to the powers to them gives 
by Congreſs, viz. 7 

< e 


Eſek 
in chief 
Dudle 
Alfred. 
Abrah 
Columbu 
Nicho 
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John 
the Cabo 
Firſt 


ning, Ez 
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Reſolv 
granted to 
to their xr 
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Reſolve 
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Reſolve, 
tee be dire 
to give ſuc 
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operations 
mand, as 
committee 
fence of t 
to the diſt 
forces and 
their fleets 
inſtructions 
called for. 
Reſolved 
be directed 
of the priz 
ought to be 
cers and me 
Reſolved; 
three be ap) 
Indians late 
Congreſs, 
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4.4 


Eſek s x nr Eſq. commander 
in chief of the fleet. 

Dudley Saltonſtall, captain of the 
Alfred. 

Abraham Whipple, captain of the 
Columbus. 

Nicholas Biddle, captain of the 
Andrew Doria. 

John Burrows Hopkins, captain of 

the Cabot. | 

Firſt Lieutenants. John Paul 
_ Rhodes Arnold, —— Stanſ- 

ury, Herſted Hacker, Jonathan 
Pitcher. 

Second Lieutenants. Benjamin 
Seabury, - Joſeph Olney, Eliſha War- 
ner, Thomas Weaver, —— M Dou- 

E 
2 Lieutenants. John Fan- 
ning, Ezekiah Burroughs, Daniel 
Vaughan. 

Reſolved, That commiſſions be 
granted to the above officers agreeable 
to their rank in the above appoint- 
W... 

Reſolved, That the committee for 
fitting out armed veſſels, iſſue war- 
rants to all officers employed in the 
fleet under the rank of third lieute- 
nants. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid commit- 
tee be directed (as a ſecret committee) 
to give ſuch inſtructions to the com- 
mander of the fleet, touching the 
operations of the ſhips under his com- 
mand, as ſhall appear to the ſaid 
committee moſt conducive to the de- 
fence of the United Colonies, and 
to the diſtreſs of the enemies naval 
forces and veſſels bringing ſupplies to 
their fleets and armies, and lay ſuch 
inſtructions before the Congreſs when 
called for. 

Reſolved, 'That the ſaid committee 
be directed to conſider how the ſhares 
of the prizes allotted to the captors 
ought to be divided between the oth- 
cers and men, and report to Cong: els; 

Reſolved, Tha: a committee of 
three be appointed to confer with the 
Indians lately arrived, and report to 
Congreſs. 


The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Lynch, and Mr. S. Adams, 
- Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
farther conſideration the report of the 
committee of conference relative to 
an attack on Boſton, and after ſome 
time ſpent thereon, the preſident re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 

rted that the committee had taken 
nto conſideration the matter referred 
to them, and had come to a reſolu- 
tion thereon, which he was ready to 
report. The report of the committee 
being read, was agreed to as fol- 
lows : 
Reſolved, "That if General Waſh- 
ington and his council of war ſhould 
be of opinion, that a ſucceſsful at- 
tack may be made on the troops in 
Boſton, he do it in any manner he 
may think expedient, notwithſtand- 
ing the town and the property in it 
may thereby be deſtroyed. 

Reſolved, That the quarter-maſter- 
general have the rank of a colonel in 
the army of the United Colonies. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Benjamin Harri- 
ſon, Eſq. for his expences in his late 
journey to Maryland, the ſum of 
72.4 dollars, 

\ Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

Ordered, That the examination of 
Connolly and the others taken with 
him, alſo the papers found in ſaid 
Connolly's poſſeſſion be printed. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Jefferſon, 
Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin, Mr. 
Jay, and Mr. Deane, be a commit- 
tee to examine the journals, and lay 
before Congreſs a liit of the matters 
therein, that are unfiniſhed, and 
which are proper to be acted upon. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

daturday, December 23, 1775. 

A letter from 1ord Stirling of the 
19th, being received, was read. 

A petition from Seth. Paddock, 


matter of the ſloop May tower, and 


Sylvanus Cotan, malter of the ſchooner 


Dolly, 
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Dolly, of the ifland of Nantucket, 
was to Congreſs and read, 


_ Refalved, That the ſaid petition 


be referred to a committee of three, 
and that it be an inſtruftian to ſaid 
committee, to enquire what quantity 
of proviſions and fuel is neceſſary for 
the annual internal conſumption of 
the inhabitants of ſaid iſland of Nan- 
tucket, and what quantity has been 
exported from the .different ports of 
the United Colonies during the pre- 
ſent month of December, 
The members choſen, Mr. M*'Kean, 
Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. Sherman. 
One of the committee inted 
to repair to Ticonderoga, and confer 
with General Schuyler, being re- 
turned, laid before Congreſs a report, 
of their proceedings, which was read. 
The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Ephraim Blaine 
for expences incurred by the treaty 
with the weſtern Indians, and paid 
by him the ſum of £533 19: 4-2, 
and that there is due to Ephraim 
Steel for —_— — two rifle 
companies, the ſum of Z 14 8, which 
ought to be paid to the ſaid Blaine; 
and alſo 4.8 due to John M*Kee, of 
which to laſt ſums there ought to 
þe charged to the continent, the ſum 
of £5=13.3 dollars, for two Cut. 
lead, and the remainder to the com- 
panies reſpectively, the whole being 
1462.9 dollars. | 
O » That the ſame be paid. 
The committee to whom the a 
- " plication from the convention of the 
colony of New-York, for the loan of 
£45000 was referred, brought in 
their report, which being read, was 
agreed to, and as as follows: 
Notwithſtanding it appears to this 
committee that the credit of the co- 
lony of New-York is unqueſtionable, 
and their application for the loan of 
£45000 was ſuggeſted by diſintereſted 
principles, yet, that it would not be 
adxiſeable, in the opinion of this 
commaiutee, for the Congreſs to 
make the Ioan propoſed. 
The committee appointed to con- 


ſer with the Indians, made report 
of their proceedings, which was read. 

Whereas the colony of Connecii. 
cut has by a certain act of their af. 
ſembly reſolved, that no farther (ct. 
tlements be made on the lands diſ. 
puted between them and Pennſylva. 
nia, without licence from the ſaid 
aſſembly, 

Reſolved, That it be recommend. 
ed to the colony of Connecticut not 
to introduce any ſettlers on the ſaid 
lands, tall the farther order of this 
Congreſs, or until the ſaid diſpute 
ſhall be ſettled. | 

The committee on the ſtate of the 
treaſury, brought in a report, which 
being read, and in part debated. 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration thereof be poſtponed. 

The committee appointed to con- 
* what articles are 22 for 

e army, brought in their report, 
which was read. * 

The committee to whom the pe'j- 
tion of Peter Berton was referred, 
brought in their report, which bein 
read, was agreed to and is as fl 
lows : | 

That after mature conſideration 
had thereon, they are of opinion, 
that it is not adyiſeable or proper for 
the Congreſs to grant the prayer of 
the ſaid petition. 9 

Ordered, That the delegates of 

Pennſylvania call on the treaſurers, 
and enquize of them what ſum of hard 
money they have collected, and re- 
port to Congreſs. 
Reſolyed, That the committee ap- 
pointed to conſer with the Indians, 
conclude their conſerence with them, 
by returning them a friendly anſwer, 
and making them a ſmall preſent. 

The committee appointed to exar 
mine the journals, &c. laid before 
Congreſs a lit of the ſeveral matters 
therein, which are yet unfiniſhed. 

Ordered, That the ſeveral cm. 
mittees, to whom any matters ar? 
referred, conclude their buſineſs with 
all convenient diſpatch, and report 
to Congreſs, 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the ſecond para- 

ph in General Schayler's letter, 
relative to the meaſures taken by the 
miniſterial agents, to engage the In- 
dians in a war with theſe Colonies be 
publiſhed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Tueſ- 
day next. - 

Tueſday, December 26, 7705 

Two letters from General Waſh- 
ington of, the 14th and 16th, with 
one encloſed from Dr. Morgan, a 
letter from Governor Trumbull, of 
the 20th, with a reſolution of the 
aembly of the colony of Connecti- 
cut; alſo a letter from ſundry maſters 
of veſſels, dated Guadalope, Septem- 
ber 19, being received, were read, 

The deputy-mufter-maſter-general, 
ſent to Congreſs the muſter-rolls of 
the Pennſylvania battalion by him 
muſtered. 

Reſolved, That the deputy-muſter- 
maſter be directed to repair to New- 
Jerſey, and muſter the battalions 
raiſed in that Colony, and make re- 
turn to Congreſs. a 

Reſolved, That Friday next be 
affigned for taking into conſideration 
the propriety of opening the ports of 
the United Colonies, after the firſt 
day of March next. 

The Congreſs took into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
the ſtate of the treaſury, and there- 
upon came to the following reſolu- 
tions : 

Whereas an eſtimate hath lately 
been formed of the public expence 
already ariſen, and which may accrue 
in the defence of America, to the 1oth 
day of June next, in purſuance where- 
of this Congreſs 'on the 2gth day of 
November, reſolved that a farther 
ſum of three millions of dollars be 
emitted in bills of credit. 

Reſolved, That the Thirteen United 
Colonies be pledged for the redemp- 
tion of the bills of credit ſo directed 
to be emitted. | | 
That each Colony provide ways 
and means to fink its proportion of 


the ſaid bills, in ſuch manner as may 
be molt effectual, and beſt adapted to 
the condition, circumſtances, and 
equal mode of levying taxes in each 
Colony. 

That the proportion or quota of 
each reſpective Colony be determined, 
according to the number of inhabi- 
tants of all ages, including negroes 
and mulattoes in each Colony. 

That it be recommended to the 
ſeveral aſſemblies, conventions, or 
councils, or committees of ſafety of 
the reſpective Colonies to aſcertain, 
by the moſt impartial and effectual 
means in their power, the number of 
inhabitants in each reſpective Colo- 
ny, — care that the liſts be au- 
theaticated by the oaths of the ſeveral 
perſons who ſhall be intruſted with 
this ſervice ; and that the ſaid aſſem- 
blies, conventions, councils, or com- 
mittees of ſafety, do reſpectively lay 
before this Congreſs a return of the 
number of — aa of their re- 
ſpective Colonies, as ſoon as the ſame. 
ſhall be procured. 

That each Colony pay its reſpec- 
tive quota in four equal payments, 
the firſt to be made on or before the 
laſt day of November 1783, the ſe- 
cond on or before the laſt 5 of No- 
vember 1784, the third on or before 
the laſt day of November 1785, and 
the fourth or laſt on or before the laſt 
day of November 1786, and that for 
this end, the ſeveral aſſemblies or 
conventions provide for laying and 
levying taxes in their reſpective Colo- 
nies towards ſinking the continental 
bills: that the ſaid bills be received 
by the collectors in payment of ſuch 
taxes, and be by the collectors paid 
into the hands of the provincial trea- 
ſurers, with all ſuch other monies as 
they may receive in lieu of the conti- 
nental bills, which other monies the 
provincial treaſurers ſhall endeavour 
to get exchanged for continental bills, 
and where that cannot be done, thall 
ſend to the continental treaſurers the 
deficiency in ſilyver and gold, _ 

e 


the. bills, making up the quota to be 
ſunk in that year; taking care to cut 
by a circular punch of an inch diame- 
ter an hole in ſuch bills, and to croſs 
the ſame thereby to render them un- 
paſſable, though the ſum or value is 
to remain fairly legible; and the 
continental a on. as faſt as they 
receive the ſaid quotas ſhall, with the 
aſſiſtance of a committee of five per- 
ſons to be appointed by the Congreſs, 
if fitting, or by the aſſembly, or con- 
vention of the province of Pennſylva- 
nia, examine and count the continen- 
tal bills, and in the preſence of the 
ſaid committee, burn and deftroy 
them, and the filver and gold ſent 
them to make up the deficiencies or 
quotas they ſhall retain in their hands, 
until demanded in redemption of con- 
tinental bills, that may be brought 
to them for that purpoſe, which bilis 
ſo redeemed, they ſhall alſo burn and 
deftroy in the preſence of the ſaid 
committee; and the treaſurers, when- 
ever they have filver and gold in their 
hands for the redemption of conti- 
nental bills, ſhall advertiſe the ſame, 
ſignifying that they are ready to give 

old or filver for ſuch bills to all per- 
ons requiring it in exchange. | 

The reports of the committees on 
General Schuyler's letters, and the 
report of the committee ſent to Ti- 
conderoga being read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
committed to Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. 
M- Kean, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hooper, 
Mr. Jefferſon, and Mr. Langdon. 

The report of the committee to 
whom was referred a paragraph of 
Lord Stirling's letter to the Congreſs, 
complaining: that ſeveral of his re- 
cruits had been arreſted and impri- 
ſoned for trifling debts, being taken 


into conſideration, was agrecd to as 


follows : 

Whereas there- is reaſon to believe 
that divers perſons, either from inat- 
tention to the public good, or with 


deſign to retard the recruiting ſer- 


vice, have arreſted and impriloned, 


for very trifting debts; many ſoldiers, 
who had engaged to riſque their live; 
in defence of the rights and liberties 
of America ; and as it has always 
been found neceſſary in time of war 
to regulate, and reſtrain a practice of 
fuch pernicious tendency, and in ſuch 
caſes to abate the rigour of the law: 
Reſolved therefore, That it be re- 
commended to the ſeveral legiſlatures 
in theſe Colonies, whether aſſemblies 
or conventions, to paſs acts or ordi- 
nances, prohibiting the arreſts of 
continental ſoldiers for ſmall. debts; 
and in order that the ſame rule may 
rvade all the Colonies, that no ſuch 
oldier be arreſted at the ſuit of any 
of his creditors, unleſs the ſaid cre- 
ditor make oath, that the ſaid ſoldier 
is juſtly indebted to him in the ſum 
of thirty-five dollars over and above 
all diſcounts ; and that the eſtate of 
no ſuch ſoldier be liable to attach- 
ment at the ſuit of or for the benefit 
of all his creditors, unleſs their debts 
in_ the whole, on being aſcertained 
by their oaths, ſhall amount to more 
than one hundred and fifty dollars, 
Reſolved, That the ſeveral letters 
received from Lord Stirling, be re- 
ferred to a committee of three, who 
are directed to report an anſwer, 
The members choſen, Mr. Adams, 
Mr. W. Livingſton, and Mr. Jay. 
Reſolved, That the battalion raiſed 
in Pennſylvania, be ſupplied with 
gun-bruſhes, prickers, double worms, 
ſcrew-drivers, and oil; and that it 


de recommended to the committee of 


ſafety of the ſaid Colony to provide 
the ſame. 

Whereas this Congreſs, by a reſo- 
lution paſſed the 15th day of July 
laſt, did direct that every veſſel im- 
porting into theſe Colonies gunpow- 
der, 3 ſulphur, and other 
military ſtores therein ſpecified, with- 
in nine months from the date there- 
of, ſhould be permitted to load and 
export the — of theſe Colonies 


to the value of ſuch powder and ſtores 
aforeſaid, the non-exportation agree- 
7 1 


ment ne 
from the 
Colonies 
that this 
informed 


to all con 
mits, une 
been or 1 
to this C 
a true ace 
c. impo 
exported, 
of both. 
Ordere 
lution be 
The ce 
pare inſtri 
nel Irvin 


Weaneſ/, 
A letter 
mittee of 
Lancafter, 
the officers 
read, 
Reſolve 
three be 
Captain V 
on the be 
guard und; 
viſions on 
The me 
ing. Mr. I 
The Cox 
fideration t 
on the tai 
debate, tj 
thereof, at 
was poſt po 
The 1 
fer with C 
their report 
agreed to a: 
That thi 
ave upwar 
that they v 


(ER 


ment notwithſtanding, by permits 
from the committees of the ſeveral 
Colonies ; to the end, therefore, 
that this Congreſs may be the better 
informed of the quantity of military 
ſtores, which are or ſhall be fo jm- 
ported, and of the produce exported 
in conſequence of the reſolution afore- 


laid. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to all committees by whom any per- 


mits, under the ſaid refolution, have 


been or may be pranted, to tranſmit 
to this Congrefs, from time to time, 
a true account of the military ſtores, 
&c, imported, and of the produce 
exported, with the price and value 
of both. 

Ordered, That the foregoing reſo- 
lation be publiſhed, 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare inſtructions to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Irvine brought in a draught, 
which bein n was agreed to. 
Adjourned to 10 o' clock to-morrow. 

Wedneſday, December 27, 1775. 

A letter of the 21ſt, from the com- 
mittee of in ſpection of the town of 
Lancaſter, encloſing the paroles of 
the officers there, being received, was 
read, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to confer with 
Captain Motte, and conſult with him 
on the beſt method of providing the 
guard under his command with pro- 
viſions-on their return home. 

The members choſen, Mr. Cuſh- 
ing, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lynch. 

The Congreſs then took into con- 
ſideration the report of. the committee 
on the ſtate of Virginia, and after 
debate, the farther conſideration 
thereof, at the requeſt of a Colony, 
was poſtponed till to-morrow. 

The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Captain Motte, brought in 
their report, which being read, was 
agreed to as follows: | 

That they find ſome of faid guard 
have upwards of 240 miles to march, 
that they will be content with eight 


dollars each, and bear their own ex- 
pences to their reſpective homes or 
to be ſupplied by a commiſſary, or 
any other way as the Congreſs ſhall 
judge beſt. © 

It is the opinion of the committee, 
that the ſaid guard receive. a ſum not 
exceeding eight dollars each, in lieu 
of all other proviſion for their return, 
therefore, 

Reſolved, That Captain Motte be 
empowered'to pay to his guard for the 
purpoſe aforeſaid, a ſum not exceed- 
ing eight dollars to any one, accord- 
ing to their reſpective diſtances, and 
that he return to the committee o 
claims, a liſt of his men, and an ac- 
count of the payments to them made, 

Thurſdiy, December 28, 1775. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Sacherval Wood, 
the ſum of 91.9 dollars, for ſupport 
of 17 men to the 21ſt December, who 
are confined in the goal of Philadel- 
phia, by order of Congreſs. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of G. 
Wythe, Eſq; one of the committes 
appointed to confer with the Indians 
for the ſum of 13.3 dollars as a pre- 
ſent to ſaid Indians. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour. of the 
committce of ſafety of Pennſylvania 
for the ſum of 8000 dollars, for the 
uſe of the battalion raiſed in ſaid 
Colony, the ſajd committee to bs ac- 
countable for the ſame.” 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report of the commit- 
tee on the ſtate of * and there 
upon came to the following reſolu- 
tion. 

Reſolved, That ſix battalions are 
neceſſary to be immediately raiſed in 
Virginia, and that they be raiſed ac - 
cordingly, upon the ſame terms, and 
paid as the continental forces in the 
camp at Cambridge, unleſs the con- 
vention of that Colony can rgiſe them 
on better terms, 

; f | The 


The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the ſecret commit- 
tee, which being in part agreed to. 

Reſolved, That = further conſi- 
deration thereof be poſtponed till to- 
morrow. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to take into con- 
ſideration the ſtate of New-York, and 
report thereon to Congreſs. | 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Wythe, Mr. W. 
Livingſton, and Mr. Jay. 

The committee to whom the peti- 
tion of Captains Paddoc and Coffin 
was referred, brought in their report, 
which was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 
Friday, December 29, 1775. 

A petition of Captain Sellick was 
preſented to Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid petition, 
with the papers accompanying it, be 
referred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Floyd, and Mr. F. Lee. 

A petition from a number of the in- 
habitants of Pennſylvania being read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Information being given to Con- 
greſs of a quantity of arms and am- 
munition, which may be procured : 


| Reſolved, That a committee of 


three be appointed to enquire tarther 
into this matter. 

The members choſen, Mr. M“ 
Kean, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Lynch. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the trade of the United 
Colonies, and after ſome time ſpent 
thereon, the preſident reſumed the 
Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the 
committee had taken into conſidera- 
ration the matter to them referred, 
and had come to certain reſolutions 
which he was ready to report. 

The report of the committee being 
read, the Congreſs took the ſame in- 
to conſideration, and thereupon came 
to the following reſolution. 


( » Y 


Reſolved, That as the importation 
of any uuiverſally neceſſary commo- 
dity, and the exportation of our pro. 
duce, to purchaſe the ſame, muſt 
give a proportionably greater oppor. 
tunity to our .enemies of making de. 
een, on the property of the in. 

abitants of theſe Colonies, and of 
occaſionally diſtreſſing them by in- 
tercepting ſuch commodities, it iz 
earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral 
aſſemblies or conventions immediately 
to promote, by ſufficient public en. 
couragements, the making of ſalt in 
their reſpective Colonies, 

Ordered, That the foregoing re- 
ſolution be immediately publiſhed, 

The committee on Indian trade 
brought in their report. 

The committee on Lord Stirling's 
letters alſo brought in their report. 

A letter of the 16th from the com- 
mittee of correſpondence in Virginia, 
was laid before Congreſs and read, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The order of the day being renew- 
ed, and the ſeveral matters to this 
day referred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Saturday, December 30, 1775. 

Two letters from General Waſh- 
ington of the 19th and 21ſt, encloſing 
a copy of a letter to General Howe, 
and accompanied with a number 
of intercepted letters being received 
and read. 

Reſolved, That the letters, from 
the general and the intercepted let- 
ters, be referred tv a committee of 
five. 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wythe, Mr: 
Deane, and Mr. S. Adams, 

A letter from General Schuyler of 
the 21ſt being received was read. 

Another letter from General Waſh- 
dated 


ington, 14th December, 


brought by two ſtrangers, was laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That this be referred to 
the ſecret committee,” who are defired 
ta confer with the bearers, and 10 
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ve ſuch meaſures as they may 
think proper for the intereſt of the 
United Colonies. 

Reſolved, That Major Preſton have 
leave to go to Amboy, to viſit his 
uncle who lives there, and to remain 
in that place one week, and then 
to return to Philadelphia, and wait 
the orders of Congreſs. 

The committce appointed to en- 
quire into the grounds of the informa- 
tion, reſpecting a quantity of arms 
and ammunition. being to be pro- 
cured, report; that they have exa- 
mined into the ſame, and have re 
ceived intelligence that a quantity of 
arms and ammunition, and other ar- 
ticles, are concealed in Tyron county, 
in which alſo there are ſeveral tories 
armed and enliſted in the enemies 
ſervice, whereupon, 

Reſolved that the ſaid committee 
be directed to communicate this intel- 
ligence to General Schuyler, and in 
the name of the Congreſs, deſire him 
to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
meaſures for ſecuring the ſaid arms 
and military ſtores, and for diſarming 
the ſaid tories, and apprehend their 
chiefs. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the ſaid 
committee, for the ſum of forty dol- 
lars, for expediting the buſineſs to 
them committed. 

Ordered, That the delegates of 
Pennſylvania do immediately count 
the filver and gold in the treaſury, 
and forward the ſame with all conve- 
nient ſpeed, under a guard of five 
men to General Schuyler ; and that 
the perſans to be ſent by the fore- 
going committee accompany ſaid 
guard, 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers be 
empowered to employ a broker to col- 
let ſilver and gold, in exchange for 
continental bills of credit. 

The committee on Captain Sellick's 
petition brought in their report, 
which was read. 

The committee on the petition of 


ſundry merchants of Philadelphia, al- 
ſo ge in their report, which 
was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Mon- 
day next. 


Ma nday, January 1, 1776. 

A letter from Governor Trum bull, 
dated the twenty-third of December, 
being received, was read. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
Captain Selleck's petition, which 
was agreed to as follows. 

That they have maturely conſidered 
the petition, and have examined 
Captain Simeon Selleck partic ularly 
thereon, and are of opinion, that 
the 1332 be allowed, as a com- 
penſation for his expences, trouble 
and riſk in taking the goods at Tur- 
tle-bay, for the os of the United Co- 
lonies, the ſum of 333 dollars and one- 
third ; and that the committee of 
Fairfield be directed to take into their 
3 for the uſe of the ſaid Co- 
onies, all the goods taken by Captain 
Selleck, which are not already deli- 
vered by him, and to forward the two 
boxes of ſalt- petre, now in Captain 
Selleck's cuſtody, to the powder-mill 
in Ulſter county, to be manufactured 
into gun-powder, for the continental 
ſervice. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
Lord Sterling's letters, after ſome de- 
bate thereon, 

Reſolved, That it be recommitted. 


The Congreſs proceeded to the 


election of an adjutant for the batta- 
lion raiſed in Pennſylvania, and the 
ballots being taken, and examined, 
— Patterſon was elected. 8 
eſolved, That the preſident ſign 
commiſſions to the field-officers ap- 
— by the Provincial Congreſs of 
orth Carolina, to command the two 
battalions, directed to be raiſed in 
that Colony by this Congreſs, and 
that ſuch commiſſions bear like date 
with thoſe iſſued to the ſaid officers by 
M 2 the 
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' - the ſaid Provincial Congreſs of North 


Carolina. 
Reſolved, That, in caſe of vacan- 
cy occaſioned by the death or remo- 
val of a colonel or inferior officer, the 
Provincial Convention of Noeth Ca- 
rolina, or, in their receſs, the Pro- 
vincial Council, appoint another per- 
Jon to fill up ſuch vacancy, until a 
' commiſſion ſhall iſſue from this Con- 
reſs; and that they return to this 
8 a liſt of the names of the 
perſons ſo appointed. 

The delegates of New-York, hav- 
ing received new powers from their 
convention, laid the ſame before Con- 
greſs as follows : | 
7. In Provincial Congreſs, New-York, 

December 21, 1775. | 
„ Reſolved, That the preſent de- 
legates of this Colony in Continental 
Congreſs be requeſted to make ſuch 
an arrangement _——_ themſelves, as 
that five of them only continue at 
Congreſs, and repreſent this Colony 
at any one time; and that ia caſe of 
the neceſſar) abſence of any one or 
two of the delegates fo attending, 
according to ſuch arrangement, that 
three-or four of 'them be a quorum, 


and enabled to repreſent the Colony 


during ſuch abſence, | 
« A true copy from the Minutes, 
Jokx Mines, Secretary.” 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Tueſday, January 2, 1776. 
The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 


To James Chambers, the ſum of 25.8 


dollars for his expences from Cam- 

bridge. 

To jacob Alden, 50 dollars, advanced 
on account of expences in attend- 

ing the French gentlemen. 


Ordered, That the above be paid. 


Reſolved, That General Schuyler 
directed to have Brigadier General 
reſcot, lately made priſoner by the 
continental Rag Canada, taken 
cuſtody, and him ſafely and ſe- 
Eurely kept until the further orders of 


this Congre!s 


# 


. Reſolved, That a copy of che above 
be - ſent immediately to General 
Schuyler ; and that the general be in. 
formed by letter of the reaſons which 
induced the Congreſs to give ſuch 
orders. | 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Egbert Dumond, 
on account of expences in bringing 
the priſoners, taken at St. John's, 
from Kingſton, in New-York govern. 
ment, to Lancaſter, in Pennſylvania, 
the ſum of 2326.2 dollars. | 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid, 

The Congreſs took into conlidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
the petition of Captains Paddock and 
Coffin, and after debate, 

Reſolved, That the prayer of ſaid 
petition be not granted. 

The committee on the ſtate of 
New-York brought in their report, 
which was read. | 

The report of Captain Motte, with 
regard to the diſpoſition of the officers 
A priſoners at St. John's, was laid 
before Congreſs, and read. 

The committee, to whom the re; 
port on Lord Sterling's letters was re- 
committed, brought in their report, 
which being taken into confideration, 
the Congreſs thereupon came to the 
following reſolutions, 

Reſolved, 'That the prefident ac- 
quaint his lordſhip, that the Congre's 
has provided againſt the ancoave- 
nience of vexatious arreſts of the men 
inliſting in the Continental ſervice. 

Reſolved, That the barracks in 
the Colony of New-Jerſey, be pre. 
pared for the reception of ſuch ef 
the battalions as may not be in rea- 
dineſs to proceed to New-York, and 


| that the miniſterial troops or priſoners 


at preſent occupying them, be accom. 
moCated in the ſaid Colony, in ſuch 
manner as the committee of ſafety for 
ſaid Colony ſhall think moſt prudent 
and convenient. 

That Mr. Lowry, the commiſſan, 
be directed to ſupply the ſaid batt: 
lions with ſlockings, and that the de- 
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legates for the Colony of New-Jerſey 
tranſmit to Lord Sterling fix dozen 
printed copies of the articles of war. 

That the ſame firewood, camp e- 

quipage and barrack utenſils be al- 
ſowed to each of the New-Jerſey hat- 
talions as are allowed to the battalion 
raiſed in Pennſylvania, 
That the hundred ſtand of arms 
ſupplied by the Colony of New-York 
for the New- Jerſey battalions, be paid 
for by the convention of New- Jerley ; 
and that, in order to enable the ſaid 
convention to make ſuch payment, as 
well as to furniſh ſuch of the men 
belonging to the ſaid battalions, as 
are yet unprovided, with arms, the 
farther ſum of one thouſand dollars 
be advanced to the ſaid convention; 
and that the price of the arms be de- 
ducted out of the wages of the pri- 
vates belonging to the ſaid batta- 
lions. 

That Lord Sterling be directed to 
ſeize and ſecure all the ammunition 
and warlike ſtores bclonging to the 
enemy, which now are or hereafter 
may be imported into the Colony of 
New-Jerſey, and keep them till he 
ſhall receive the orders of Congreſs 
reſpeRing them: and further that he 
do, from time to time, give aid and 
protection to all the friends of Ame- 
rica, who may be employed in im- 
porting into the ſaid Colony ammu— 
ni:ion, or other commodities not pro- 
hibited by the aſſociation and reſolves 
of this Congreſs. 


Whereas it has been repreſented to 


this Congreſs, that divers honeſt and 
well meaning, but ill informed, peo- 
ple in theſe Colonies have, by the art 
and addre is of miniſterial ag:nts, been 
deceived and drawn into erroneous 
opinions reſpecting the American 
cauſe, and the probable iſſue of the 
preſent conteſt. | 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the different committees, and other 
friends to American liberty, in the 
laid Colonies, to treat all ſuch per- 
ſons with kindneſs and attention; to 


rr —— 


conſider them as the inhabitants of a 
country determined to be free, and 
to view their errors as proceeding ra- 
ther from want of information than 
want of virtue or public ſpirit; to 
explain to them the origin, nature 
and extent of the preſent controverſy ; 
to acquaint them with the fate of the 
numerous petitions preſented to his 
Majeſty, as well by Aſſemblies as 
Congrefles, for reconciliation and re- 
dreſs of grievances ; and that the laſt 
from this Congreſs, humbly requeſt- 
ing the fingle favour of being heard, 
like all the others, has proved unſuc- 


ceſsful; to unfold to them the various | 


arts of adminiſtration to enſnare and 
enſlave us, and the manner in which 
we haye been cruelly driven to de- 
fend, by arms, thoſe very rights, li- 
berties and eſtates, ' which we and our 
forefathers had ſo long enjoyed un- 
moleſted in the reigns of his preſent 
Majeſty's predeceſſors, And it is 
recommended to all conventions and 
aſſemblies in theſe Colonies, liberally 
to diſtribute among the people the 


proceedings of this and the former 


Congreſs, the late ſpeeches of the 
great partriots in both houſes of par- 
liament relative to American griev- 
ances, and ſuch other pamphlets and 
papers as tend to elucidate the merits 
of the American cauſe, the Congreſs 
being fully perſuaded that the more 
our right to the enjoyment of our an- 
tient liberty and privileges is exa- 
mined, the more juſt and neceſſary 
our preſent oppoſition to miniſterial 


tyranny will appear. 


And with reſpect to all ſuch un- 
worthy Americans as, regardleſs of 
their duty to their Creator, their 
country and their poſterity, have 
taken part with our oppreſſors, and, 
influenced with the hope and poſſeſſion 
of ignominious rewards, ſtrive to re- 
commend themſelves to the bounty ef 
adminiſtration, by miſrepreſenting 
and traducing the conduct and princi- 
= of the friends of American li- 

ity, and oppoling every meaſure 
formed 


— "ad 1 5 — —— 
8 — = * 5 — _ 
- — 1 i = — * — — = 
— 
2 — — 
2 2 . 3 
0 . . —_— 
K 8 2 * 2 . -4 b 
— 2 4 * 
* Ss » 
A - — — Dot, 
" « N — 
_— W = — hs 


* — — 


% r n e 


a 
formed for its preſervation and ſecu- 


rity. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the different aſſemblies, conven- 
tions and committees or councils of 
ſafety in the United Colonies, by the 
moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures to 
fruſtrate the miſchievous machina- 
tions, and reſtrain the wicked prac- 


tices of theſe men : and it 1s theo pi- 


nion of this Congreſs, that they ought 
to be diſarmed, and the more dange- 
rous among them either kept in ſafe 
cuſtody, or bound with ſufficient ſure- 
ties to their good behaviour. | 
And in order that the ſaid aſſem- 
blies, conventions, committees or 
councils of ſafety may be enabled 
with greater eaſe and facility to carry 
this reſolution into execution, 
Reſolved, That they may be au- 


thoriſed to call to their aid whatever 


continental troops, ſtationed in or 
near their reſpective Colonies, may be 
conveniently ſpared from their more 
immediate duty; and the command- 
ing officers of ſuch troops are hereby 


directed to afford the ſaid aſſemblies, 


conventions, committees or councils 


of ſafety all ſuch aſſiſtance in exe- 


cuting this reſolution, as they ma 
require, and which, conſiſtent wit 
the good of the ſervice, may be ſup- 
lied. 
N Reſolved, That all detachments of 
continental troops, which may be 
ordered on the buſineſs in the afore- 
ing reſolution mentioned, be, while 
employed, under the direction and 
controul of the aſſemblies, con ven- 
tions, committees or councils of ſafety 


| aforeſaid. 


Refolved, That it be recommended 
to all the United Colonies to aid each 
ether (on requeſt from their reſpective 
aſſemblies, conventions, committees 
or councils of ſafety and county com- 
miiters) on every emergency, and to 
cultivate, cheriſh and increaſe the 
preſent happy and neceſſary union by 
a continual interchange of mutual 


good offices, 


And whereas the execrable barba- 
rity, with which this unhappy war 
has been conducted on the part of 
our enemies, ſuch as burning our de. 
fenceleſs towns and villages, expoſin 
their inhabitants, without regard to 
ſex or age, to all the miſeries, which 
loſs of property, the rigour of the 
ſeaſon and inhuman devaſtation can 
inflict, exciting domeſtic in ſurrections 
and murders, bribing ſavages to de- 
ſolate our frontiers, and caſting ſuch 
of us, as the fortune of war has put 
in their power, into goals, there to 
languiſh in irons and in want, com- 
pelling the inhabitants of Boſton, 
in violation of the treaty, to remain 
confined within the town, expoſed to 
the inſolence of the ſoldiery and other 
enormities, at the mention of which 
decency and humanity will ever bluſh, 
may juſtly provoke the inhabitants of 
theſe Colonies to retaliate. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to them, to continue mindful that 
humanity ought to diſtinguiſh the 
brave, that cruelty ſhould find no ad- 
miſſion among a free people, and to 
take care that no page in the annals 
of America be ſtained by a recital of 
any action which juſtice or chriſtianity 
may condemn, and to reſt aſſured that 
whenever retaliation may be neceſſary, 
or tend to their ſecurity, this Con- 
greſs will undertake the diſagreeable 
talk. 

Reſolved, That the aſſemblies, 
conventions, or committees or coun- 
cils of ſafety be requeſted forthwith, 
to tranſmit to this Congreſs, copies of 
all the petitions, memorials and re- 
monſtrances, which have been by the 
reſpective colonies preſented to the 
throne or either houſe of parliament, 
ſince the year 1762, and that they 
alſo inform the Congreſs, whether 
any or what anſwers were given to 
them. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Bartlett be 
appointed one of the committee of 
claims, in the room of Mr. Langdon, 
and Mr. S. Adams, in the m_y 
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Mr. Cuſhing, who have leave of ab- may purchaſe their money and favour 
ſence. at an eaſy rate; and on the other 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. hand, if the war ſhould terminate in | 
Wedneſday, January 3, 1 2 favour of America, that then they | 
A letter from General Waſhington may enjoy, without expence of blood 
dated the 25th of December, with or treaſure, all the bleſſings reſulting 
ſundry papers encloſed, was read. from that liberty which they, in the 
The committee of ſafety for Penn- day of trial, had abandoned, and in 
{ylvania having recommended ſundry defence of which many of their more 
ntlemen to be field-officers of the virtuous neighbours and countrymen 
four battalions ordered to-be raiſed in had nobly died; and although the 
faid Colony, the Congreſs proceeded want of public ſpirit obſervable in 
to the election of colonels, and the theſe men rather excites pity than 
ballots being taken and examined, alarm, there being little danger to 
the following gentlemen were choſen, apprehend either from their proweſs 


Arthur St. Clair, Eſq; or example, yet it being reaſonable, 
John Shee, Eſq; that thoſe, who refuſe to defend their 
Anthony Waine, Eſq; - country, ſhould be excluded from its 
Robert Magaw, Eſq; protection, and prevented from doing 


The committee of claims reported it injury. 
that there is due to Captain Edward Reſolved, That all ſuch perſons in 
Motte, for expences, &c. in con- Queen's county aforeſaid, as voted a- 
ducting the priſoners taken at St. gainſt ſending deputies to the preſent 
John's, ſrom Kingſton, in the colony convention of New- Vork, and named 
of New York, to Lancaſter, in Penn- in a liſt of delinquents in Queen's 
{ylvania, a ballance of 367.7 dollars. county, publiſhed by the convention 

To Robert Ervin, waggon-maſter, of New-York, be put out of the 
for r of cloathing and medi- protection of the United Colonies, 


cines to Dobb's ferry and to Cam- and that all trade and intercourſe with 
bridge, 222.6 dollars. them ceaſe; that none of the inha- 

Ordered, - That the ſaid accounts be bitants of that country be permitted 
paid, ; to travel or abide in any part of thele 


The committee on the ſtate of United Colonies, out of their ſaid 
New-York brought in a farther re- county, without a certificate from the 
port, which being taken into confi- convention or committee of ſafety of 
deration, was agreed to, as follows: the colony of New-York, ſetting 

Whereas a majority of the inhabi- forth, that ſuch inhabitant is a friend 
tants of Queen's county, in the colo-. to the American cauſe, and not of 
ny of New-York, being incapable of the number of thoſe, who voted a= 
reſolving to live and die free men, gainſt ſending deputies to the ſaid 
and being more diſpoſed to quit their convention; and that ſuch of the ſaid 
liberties, than part with the little inhabitants, as ſhall be found out 
proportion of their property neceſſary of the ſaid county without ſuch certi- 
to defend them, have deſerted the ficate, be apprehended and impri- 
Americ.n cauſe by refuſing to ſend ſoned three months. | 
deputies as uſual to the convention of Reſolved, That no attorney or 
that Colony, and avowing by a pub- lawyer ought to commence, proſecute 
lic declaration an unmanly deſign of or defend any action of law of any 
remaining inactive ſpectators of the kind for any of the ſaid inhabitants 
preſent conteſt, vainly flattering of Queen's county, who voted againſt 
themſelves perhaps, that ſhould Pro- ſending deputies to the convention 
vdence declare for our enemies, they as aforeſaid ; and ſuch attorney or 

6 lawyer, 
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lawyer, as ſhall contravene this reſo- 
lution, are enemies to the American 
cauſe, and ought to be treated ac- 
corcingly. - 

Reſolved, That the convention or 
committee of ſafety of the colony of 
New-York be requeſted to continue 
publiſhing for a month, in all their 
Gazettes or news-papers, the names 


of all ſuch of the inhabitants of 


Queen's county, as voted againſt 
ſending deputies; and to give certi- 
ficates, in the manner before recom- 
mended, to ſuch other of the ſuid 
mhabitants, as are friends to Ameri- 
can liberty. T3008 

And it is recommended to all con- 
ventions, committees of ſafety, and 
others, to be diligent in -executing 
the above reſolutions, 

Refolyed, That Colonel Nathaniel 
Heard, of Woodb.idge, in the colo- 
ny of Ne- Jerſey, taking with him 
five or fix hundred minute-men, un- 
der diſcreet officers, do march to the 
weſtern part of Queen's county, and 
that Colonel Waterbury, of Stanford, 
in the colony of Connecticut, with 
the like number of minute-men, 
march to the eaſtern fide of faid coun- 
ty; that they confer together, and 
endeavour to enter the ſaid county on 
one day; that they proceed to diſarm 
every perſon in the faid county, who 
voted againſt ſending deputies to the 
faid convention, and cauſe them to 
deliver up theirarms and ammunition 
on oath, and that they take and con- 
 fne, in ſafe cuſtody, till farther or- 
ders, all ſuch as refuſe compliance. 


That they apprehend and-fecure, 


till further orders, the perſons named 

as principal men among the diſaffect- 

ed in the ſaid county, in a ſummons 

for their appearance before the con- 

vention of New-York, iſſued the 
12th of December laſt, viz. 

' Of Jamaica townſhip. 

Capt. Benjamin Whitehead, 

Charles Arden, 

Joſeph French, Efq. 

Johannes Polhemus, 


_ diſpatchy ſecrecy, 


Newtown; 

Nathaniel Moor, 

John Moor, ſen. 

Samuel Hallett, 

John Moor, jun. 

William Weyman, 

John Shoals, 

Jeromus Rapalje. 

Fluſhing. 

John Willet. 1 

Hamſtead. 
Juſtice Gilbert Van Wyek, 
Daniel Kiſſam, Efq. of Cowneck, 
Captain Jacob Mott, 

Thomas Cornhill, of Rockaway, 
Gabriel G. Ludlow, 

Richard Hewlet, 

Captain Charles Hicks, 

Doctor Samuel Martin, 

Juſtice Samuel Clowes. 

Oyſterbay. 
Juſtice Thomas Smith, of Hog- 
Iſland, i 

Juſtice John Hewlet, 

Captain George Weeks, 

Doctor David Brooks, 

Juſtice John Townſend, 
and all ſuch other perſons who ſhall 
be found in arms, or who ſhall op- 
poſe the carrying the above reſolu- 
tions into effect, as the ſaid Colonel 
Heard or Colonel Waterbury may 
think prudent to detain; 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſaid Colonel Heard and Co- 
lonel Waterbury, to execute the bu- 
ſineſs entruſted to them by the afore- 
going reiolutions, with all poſlible 
order and hu- 
mauity. 

Relolved, That the ſum. of 500 
dollars be forthwith tranſmitted, with 
certified copies of theſe reſolutions, 
to each of them the faid Colonel 
Heard and Colonel Waterbury, and 
that they on their return report to 
this Congreſs a true ſtate of their ex- 
penditure and proceedings. 

A letter from the Committee of 
Frederic in Maryland, brought by 
the ofhcer who had the charge of 
bringing down Connolly and his aſſo- 
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ates, was laid before Congreſs, and 
ad. 

"Retolved, That it be recommend- 

ed to the committee of ſafety of Penn- 

ſylvania to carry into execution the 

reſolution of Congreſs for confining 

ſaid Connolly and his affociates in the 

goal of Philadelphia, and that they 

take their examination, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Thurſday, January 4, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an additional bat- 


To James Whitehead, for proviſions 


for the priſoners- taken on board 
the Rebecca and Mary, the ſum 
of 64 dollars, 

To the committee of New-Brunſwick, 
per account rendered, the ſum of 
214-9 dollars, to be paid to Wil- 


liam Livingſton, Eſq, and by him 


forwarded to the ſaid committee. 

To Furman and Hunt, of Trenton, 
for proviſions, horſe-hire, &c, the 
ſum of 68.2 dollars, 


talion be raiſed in the county of To the committee of inſpection and 


Cumberland, in the colony of Penn- 
ſylyania, to conſiſt of the ſame num- 
ber of men and officers, and to have 
the ſame pay and allowance as the 
others raiſed in ſaid Colony. 

Reſolved, That one company of 
each of the five battalions laſt ordered 
to be raiſed in Pennſylvania, conſiſt 
of expert riſle- men. 

Reiolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the committee of ſafety of Penn- 
ſylvania, to ſee the foregoing reſolu- 
tions carried into execution. 

Reſolved, That in all elections 
of officers by Congreſs, where more 
than one are elected on the ſame day 
to commands of the ſame rank, they 
ſhall take rank of each other accord- 
ing to their election, and the entry 
of their names in the minutes; and 
their commiſſions ſhall be numbered 
to ſhew / their priority, 

The Congreſs then proceeded to 
tie election of other fie!d-officers of 
the four battalions, ordered to be 
raiſed in Pennſylvania, and the bal- 
lots being taken and examined, the 
following gentlemen were choſen, 

Licutenant-Colonels. 
Lambert Cadwallader, Eſq. 
William Allen, jun. Eſq. 
Francis Johnſon, Eſq. 
Joſeph Penroſe, Eſq. 

Majors. . 
_— Wood, Eſq. 
zeorge Nagle, Eſq. 
— Bicker, Eg. 
Nicholas Hauſicker, Eſq. 
The committee of claims report 
lat there is due, | 


obſervation of the city and liberties 
of Philadelphia, for 187,046 flints, 


by them purchaſed agreeable to the 


order of Congreſs, the ſum of 737 
dollars. 

To ſundry perſons, per liſt, for ſign- 
ing the continental bills of credit, 
the ſum of 1165.7 dollars, and 
that an order be given to the trea- 
ſurers for the payment of the ſame, 
agreeable to the ſaid lit, > 

To the committee of Frederic-town, 
Maryland, for expences incurred 
by Connolly, Cameron and Smith, 
during their confinement, the ſum 
of 74 dollars, and that the ſame 
be paid to the delegates of Mary- 
land. | 
Ordered, ' That the ſaid accounts 

be paid accordingly. 
Reſolved, That a commiſſary be 

appointed to provide the three com- 
panies ordered to Northampton in 

Virginia, with rations while on their 

march, and during their ſtay in that 

country, 
That the appointment of ſaid 


commiſſary be deferred till to-mor- 


row, 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report of the commit- 
tee on the ſtate of New-York ; where- 


upon, 
"Reſolved, That the ſame be poſt. 
ned till to-morrow, and that the 
delegates of New-York be deſired to 
requeſt the attendance of the gentle- 
men ſent to Congreſs by the conven, 


tion of their Colony, 
N Reſolved, 
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| Reſolved, That Major Preſton 


have liberty to chuſe the place of his 


reſidence conſiſtent with former reſo- 
lutions of Congreſs, and that the 
preſident take his parole. 

The committee appointed to con- 
fider what allowance ought to be 
made to officers who are priſoners, 
brought in their report. 

Ordered, 'That the ſame be taken 
into conſideration on Saturday next. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

There being a vacancy in the firſt 
of the Pennſylvania battalions, by 
the promotion ot Captain Allen, the 
Congreſs proceeded to the election of 
a perſon to ſupply ſaĩd vacancy, and 
the ballots being taken, Benjamin 
Davis, oldeſt heutenant in ſaid bat- 
talion, was elected. ; 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 10,000 
dollars be ſtruck, for the purpoſe of 
exchanging ragged and torn bills of 
the continental currency ; that the 

' bills, making this ſum, be of the 
ſame denominations, printed under 
the inſpection of the ſame perions, 
and figned and numbered by the 
ſame ſigners, as the laſt emiſſion, and 
that they be lodged in the treaſury, 
to be applied to the ſole purpcte 
aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That all committces, 
and others, who have had public 
money put into their hands, lay up- 
on the table an account of the expen- 
diture of the ſame. 

The commiitee appointed to con- 


ſider the letter of General Waſuing- 


ten, dated the 18th of December, 
and the encloſed papers, brought in 


aà report upon that part which relates 


to James Lovell, who has long been, 
and ſtill is, detained a cloſe priſoner 


in Boſton by order of General Howe, 


which, being taken into conlidera- 
tion, was agreed to, and is as fol- 
lows : 

That it appears to your commit- 
tee, that the ſaid Mr. Lovell hath, 
for years. paſt, been an able advocate 


for the liberties of America and man- 
kind; that by his letter to General 
Waſhington, which is a part of ſaid 
— v2. papers, he exhibits ſo ſtrik. 
ing an inſtance of diſintereſted patri. 
otulm, as ſtrongly recommends him 
to the particular notice of this conti. 
nent. | 

Whereupon Reſolved, That Mr, 
James Lovell, an inhabitant of Boſ. 
ton, now held a cloſe priſoner there, 
by order of General Howe, has dif. 
covered under the ſevereſt trials the 
warmeſt attachment to public liberty, 
and an inflexible fidelity to his coun. 
try; that by his late letter to General 
Waſhington, he has given the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence of diſintereſted public 
affection, in refuſing to liflen to terms 
offered for his relief, till he could be 
informed by his countrymen. that they 
were compatible with their fafety 
and honour. 

Reſolved, That it is deeply to be 
regretted that a Briuſh general can 
be found degenerate enough fo igno- 
miniouily and cruelly to treat a citi- 
zen, who is ſo eminently virtuous, 

Reſolved, That it be an inftruc- 
tion to General Waſhington to make 
an offer of Governor Skene in ex. 
change for the ſaid Mr. Lovell and 
his family. 

Reſolved, That General Waſhing 
ton be defired to embrace the ff 
opportunity which may offer, of giv- 
ing ſome office to Mr. Lovell, equal 
to hs abilities, and which the public 
ſervice may require. 

Ordered, That a copy of the fore- 
going reſolutions be tranſmitted to 
the general as ſpeedily as poſſible, 

Reiolved, That the preſident write 
to General Waihington, and defire 
him to inform Congreſs what rank 
the aid-de-camp of the general officer: 
ſhould have in the army of the Un 
ted Colonies. . | 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due to Adam Fiſcher, 
for —_— attending his cond uthuy 
Conolly and Cameron from Freden 
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in Maryland, to Philadelphia, and 
his charges back again for himſelf and 
the men, the ſum of 156 dollars. 

Ordered, That the {ame be paid. 

The Congreſs having conferred 
with the gentlemen ſent by the con- 
vention of New-York, reſumed the 
conſideration of the report of the 
committee on the ſtate of that Colo- 
ny, and the ſame was agreed to, 

Whereupon, Reiolved, That no 
farther fortitications be erected at 
Martler's-rock, on Hudſon's river, 
and that a point of land at Puplopen's- 
kill, on the ſaid river, be, without 
delay, effectually fortified. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the convention, or, in their re- 
ceſs, to the committee of ſafetv, of 
New-York, to carry into execution 

the above reſolution, 

Reſolved, That the delegates of 
New-Jerſey and Connecticut be di- 
rected to take the neceſſary ſteps for 
carrying into execution the reſolutions 
of Congreſs paſſed on Wedneſday 
laſt, reſpecting the inhabitants of 
Queen's county. 

A memorial from the inhabitants 
of the town of Newport was preſented 
to Congreſs, and read, 

Ordered, That the ſame be refer- 
red for confideration till to-morrow. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Paine be ad- 
ded to the committee on Gencral 
Schuyler's letter. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, January 6, 1770. 

A letter from the committee of 
Lancaſter, dated the zd of January, 
was received and read. 

Alſo a letter from an officer in 


*. dated the 23d of October 


Reſolved, That theſe letters, as 
well as the laſt received from Lanca- 
ſter, and thoſe formerly received from 
Liſbon, be referred to the committee 
of correſpondence, 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 


# #4 & 


deration of the memorial from the in- 


959 
e it; and thereupon 


came to the following reſolution: 

Reſolved, That the ſaid memorial 
be referred to the conſideration of 
the general aſſembly of the colony of 
Rhode-Iſland. | 

The committee to whom it was 
referred to confider how the ſhare of 
prizus, allotted to the captors, ought 
to be divided between the officers 
and men, brought in their report, 


which being taken into conſideration, 


was agreed to as follows : 

Reſolved, That the commander in 
chief have one-twentieth part of the 
ſaid alloited prize-money taken by 
any ſhip or ſhips, armed veſſel or 
veſſels, under his orders and com- 
mand, | 

That the captain of any fingle ſhip 
or armed veſſel have ne er adn) 
parts for his ſhare, but if more ſhips 
or armed veſſels be in company when 
a prize ts taken, then the two-twen- 
tieth parts to be divided amongſt all 
the ſaid captains, | 

That the captains of marines, 
lieutenants of the ſkips or armed veſ- 
ſels, and maſters thereof, ſhare toge- 
ther, and have three-twentieth parts 
divided among them, equally of all 


prizes taken when they are in com- 


any. 

That the lieutenants of marines; 
ſurgeons, chaplains, purſers, boat- 
ſwains, gunners, carpenters, the 
maſters mates and the ſecretary of 
the fleet ſhare together, and have 
two-twentieth parts and one half of a 
twentieth part divided among them; 
Equally of all prizes taken when they 
are in company. | 

That the following petty warrant 
and pefty officers (viz, allowing for 
each ſhip ſix midſhipmen, for eac 
brig four midſhipmen, and each ſloop 
two midſhipmen, one captain's clerk, 
one ſurgeon's mate, one ſteward, one 
ſailmaker, one cooper, one armorer, 
two boatſwain's mates, one cook, 
one cockſwain, two ſerjeants of ma- 


3 for each ſhip, and one * 
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for each brig and floop) have three- 
twentieth parts divided among them 
equally, and when a prize 1s taken 
by any ſhip or veſſei on board or in 
company of which the commander in 
chief is, then the commander in 
chief's cook or cockſwain to be added 
wo this allotment, and have their 
Mares with theſe laſt mentioned. 
That the remaining eight-twen- 
Lieth parts, and one half of the twen- 
tieth part, be divided among the reſt 
of the ſhip or ſhips companies, as it 
May happen, ſhare and ſhare alike. 
That no officer or man have any 
ſhare but ſuch as are actually on board 
their ſeveral veſſels when any prize 
or prizes are taken, excepting only 
ſuch as may have been ordered on 
d any other prizes before taken 
or ſent away by his or their com- 
manding officers. | 
The committee on General Schuy- 
ler's letters, &c. brought in a farther 
report, which was read. 
Reſolved, That the conſideration 
thereof be poſtponed to Monday 
der | 


t. 

A letter from General Schuyler, 
dated the zoth of December, en- 
cloſing copies of letters from General 
Montgomery and General Wooſter, 
being received, was read. 

Adjourned to Monday next at ten 
o'clock. 

Menday, January 8, 1776. 

A letter from General Schuyler, 
dated the 26th of December, encloſing 
a copy of a letter from General Moat- 
gomery, dated December 5th, and 
a lit of the ordnance ſent to Cam- 
bridge, allo a letter from Baltimore, 
encloſing an affidavit of Capt, Horn, 
being received, were read. | 

I Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation tc report of the committee on 
Ger ral S...uyicr's letters, thereupon 
came to the fo; o ing reſolutions :; 

Ro ved, Th:it ſhipwrights be 
immediately ſent from New-York 
and Philadelphia to General Schuy. 
ler, or the commander un chief of the 


forces at Ticonderoga, to be by him 
employed in conſtructing a number of 
batteaus, not excceding one hundred, 
for tranſporting troops with their 
baggage from that place into Canada, 
whenever it may be found neceflaiy, 

That a ſufficient number of ſuit. 
able men be engaged for rowing 
ſaid batteaus ; and that a large quan- 
tity of proviſions and ſtores be ſent 
this winter to fort George, 

That General Schuyler be deſired 
to have the river St. Lawrence, above 
and below Quebec, well explored, 
and to determine upon proper places 
for oppoſing by armed boats, or othet 
wiſe any attempts of the enemy to pe- 
netrate that country by the river; 
and that he give order for conſtruct. 
ing ſpeedily as many ſuch boats as he 
ſhall judge neceſſary, 

That two ſhipwrights be imme- 
diately ſent from Philadelphia to be 
employed under the direction of the 


committee of inſpeftion at Albany, 


in conſtructing ſcouts for facilitating 
the paſſage over Hudſon's river. 
Reſolved, That the proviſions here- 
tofore made for an hoſpital in the 
northern army when it was more nu- 
merous than it is now, is ſufficient. 
Reſolved, That the convention of 
New-York be dcfired to ſend three 
thouſand buſhels of ſalt, befides what 
General Schuyler hath already order- 
ed to be brought to Ticonderoga. 
Reſolved, That the governor of 
the general aſſeinbiies oft Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay and New-Hampſhire and 
the convention of New- Vork, be 
written to forthwith, by the delegates 
of the ſaid colonies reſpectively, to 
furniſh General Schuyler with the ac- 
count of money paid to any perſons 
in the army under his command, ſpe- 
cifying the names of thoſe to whom 
the money was paid by their order. 
Reſolved, That the contract made 
by General Schuyler to allow one 
twelfth part of a dollar per day for bil- 
leting money toevery one of the men, 
who re-inliſt In the northern —_ 
un 
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until they can march to the place, 
where proviſions may be delivered to 
them, be made good. 


Reſolved, That the officers of the 


northern army be accountable for 
ſuch public ſtores iſſued to them, as 
may be loſt through careleſſneſs, by 
their reſpective corps, and that the 
value thereof be deducted out of the 
pay of thoſe who have embezzled or 
watted the ſame. 

Re:olved, That this Congreſs does 
approve of the raiſing a battalion of 
Canadians and of the appointment of 
James Livingiton, Eſq; colonel there- 
of, 
Reſolved; 'I hat nine battalions, 
including that of Canadians under 
colonel Livingſton, be kept up and 
maintained the preſent year for the de- 
fence of Canada. 

Relolved, That the firſt Pennſyl- 
vania battalion under Colonel Bull, 
and the ſecond New:- Jerſey battalion 
under Colonel Maxwell, be ordered 
to march immediately to Albany, 
and there put themſelves under the 
command of General Schuyler, and 
that the orders given for the march 
of three companies of Colonel Bull's 
battalion to Acamac and Northamp- 
ton be countermanded. 

And to make up the reſt of the 
battalions voted for the defence of 
Canada, that one battalion be raiſed 
in New-Hampſhire, one in Connec- 
ticut and one in New-York ; that 
two battalions be formed out of the 
troops now in Canada, and that Ge- 
neral Montgomery be defired to re- 
commend proper perſons for officers 
in ſaid battalions ; and that one of the 
five battalions lately ordered to be 
raiſed in Pennſylvania, be deſtined for 
Canada, | 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to deviſe ways and 
means for furniſhing the battalions 
deſtined fot Canada, with proviſions, 
and for expediting their march. 

The members choſen, Mr. Floyd, 
Mr, Deane gud Mr, M*Kean, 


Reſolved; That the farther conſi- 
deration of the report be deferred till 
to-morrow. 

Reſolved, That the convention or 
committee of ſafety of Maryland be 
requeſted to order three companies of 
the minute- men in the ſervice of that 
Colony to march immediately from 
thence to the counties of Accomack 


. and Northampton, in Virginia, in- 


ſtead of the forces that were directed 
to go thither from Pennſylvania, and 
to lay before Congreſs the accounts 
of their ſubſiſtence and pay, which 
ſhall be paid out of the continental 
treaſury. 
Ajourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, January 9, 1776. 

A letter from Mr. Tilgman, with 
ſundry papers encloſed, alſo ſome diſ- 
patches from Governor Franklin, and 
a letter from C. Skinner, which were 
intercepted, were laid before Con- 
greſs, and read. f 

Reſolved, That a letter be written 
to Mr. Tilghman, informing him 
that the Hornet and Waſp are under 
orders to ſail to the capes of Dela- 
ware, and that ſuch veflels, as are 
ready to ſail, may take the benefit of 
that convoy. | 

That the committee for fitting out 
armed veſſels be directed to give or- 
ders to the captains of the Hornet and 
Waſp to take under their convoy ſuch 
veſſels as are ready to ſal, 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, | 

To Michael Conolly, for expences 
in conducting captain John Living- 
ſton and lieutenant Anſtruther from 
Kingſton to Lancaſter, the ſum of 
250 dollars. 


To Richard Butler for neceſſaries 


furniſhed to five Indians, the ſum of 
49-3 dollars, 
To Joſeph Cowperthwait, the ſum 
of 419.6 dollars, for expences in con- 
ducting caſh to Cambridge; | 
wy ered, That the above be 
8 NM 
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_- Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appr to enquire into the 
conduct of the officers who are priſon- 
ers, the manner in which they are at 
preſent ſubſiſted, and report there- 
The members choſen, Mr. W. Li- 
vingſton, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Floyd. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of 
the intercepted letter of Mr. Cortland 
Skinner be ſent to the committee of 
ſafety for New-]Jerley. 

That orders be ſent to Lord Ster- 
ling to take with him a ſufficient 
farce, and immediately apprehend and 
keep in ſafe cuſtody the ſaid Cort 
land Skinner, of Amboy, till further 
orders from this Congreis. 

That he carry ſaid Cortland Skin- 

ner before the committee of ſafety of 

the colony of Ne- Jerſey for exami- 
tion. 

That the ſaid committee be deſired 

to tranſmit his examination to Con- 


gels. 
Reſolved, That the militia raiſed 


In the counties of Orange and Ulſter, 


in the colony of New-York, by or- 
der of the Congreſs, for the ſupport 
of the fort lately erected on Hudſon's 
nver, be diſcharged, except thoſe 

ioned in the fort, who hall alſo 
he diſcharged whenever other troops 
arrive there to ſupply their places ; 
and that it be recommended to the 
committee of ſafety of ſaid Colony to 
ſee that this reſolve be carried into 


— 4 


execution. | 

'. Reſolved, That 500,000 dollars be 

ſent to the pay maſter general for the 
of the army in the Maſſachuſeit's- 


a | 
2 That the delegates of Pennſylvania 
be di to count and forward the 
Lame. with all convenient ſpeed under 
2 guard of an officer and two men. 
The. Congreſs reſuming the conſi- 
deration of the report of the commit- 
tee on General Schuyler's letters, &c. 
dereupon came to the following re- 
lutions, | 


a2 Reſolved, That Colonel V. Scha- 


ick, lieutenant colonel Yates, and 
major Ganeſevoort be continued in 
the ſervice of the United Colonies, 
and that they take the command of 
the battalion to be levied in the co. 
lony of New- Vork. 

That captain Lamb be appointed 
commander of the artillery in the 
northern department with the rank 
of major, and that he be allow ed ff. 
ty dollars per month from the firſt day 
of the preſent month, as a reward for 
his activity and ſpirited conduct in the 
laſt campaign. 

That no poſtage be paid for any 
letters to or from private ſo(dier;, 
while engaged in actual ſervice in the 
defence of the United Colonies ; aud 
that ſuch letters be franked by ſome 

rſon authorized for that purpoſe, 

y the commanding officer of the de- 
partment. 

That a letter be written to Gene- 
ral Schuyler by the preſident, inform- 
ing him, that it 1s the opinion of 
Congreis, he ſhould proceed to have 
the conduct of lieutenant Halſey en- 
quired into by a court martial, giving 
him previous notice to appear iu his 
own defence, and that ſuch ſentence 
ſhould be paſſed on him, as ſuch 
court martial ſhall think juſt, and if 
the ſaid lieutenant Halſey ſhall de- 
cline to ſubmit his conduct to fuch 
examination aud.ſentence, that then 
all arrears of pay due to him be ſtop- 

d ; to enable him to give diſcharges 
to ſuch officers as have quuted the ler 
vice; to aſſure him At we have 
great confidence in his attention to 
the public intereſt, and rely that he 
will give to the proper officers in hi 
department ſuc orders, as wil 

ocure indemnification to the public 
2 any embezzlement or waſte of its 


ſtores, or monies ; to empower him 


to remit to ſuch of the troops raiſed 
in the colony of New-York, as may te. 
inliſt, any right we may have to ſtop 
wages for under cloaths delivered to 
them; to deſire he will communicate 
to Mr. Price the ſenſe this Con gre 

ta 28 f 
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have of his friendly offices to General 
Montgomery, in favour of the Ame- 
rican cauſe, to return him our thanks 
for the ſame, and aſſure him imme- 
diate meaſures ſhail be taken tor re- 
placing the monies he has advanced; 
0 notify to Colonel Eaſton our ap- 
probation of his late ſervices, and 
that we ſhall retain in our minds a 
juſt ſenſe of them. 

That General Schuyler be directed 
to appoint Mr. John M*Pherſon a 
major in one of he battalions ordered 
to be raiſed out of the troops in 
Canada. N 

Tnat a conductor of artillery, a ſu- 
perintendant of the arms, a barrack- 
maſter and ſtoreke per be appointed 
to the northern army, and that Gene- 
ral Schuyler be detired to recommend 
proper perſons to Congreſs tor thoſe 
othces. 

That the deputy paymaſter gene- 
ral have liberty to appoint under 
him two aſſiſtant pay maſters, who 
ſhall each receive 26 dollars and 
two-thirds per month, for their trou- 
ble and ſervices, 

That all the officers and ſoldiers in 
the northern department be paid in 
perſon by the deputy pay maſter gene- 
ral, or the aſſiſtants to be appointed 
by him, in contequence of the fore- 
going reſolve. 

That a communication be forth- 
with opened between Skenesborough 
and fort Ann, and that Wood-creek 
be cleared for that purpoſe, _. 

That it be recommended to the 
committee of ſafety of the province of 
New-York to appoint proper perſons 
to enquire into the propriety and 
practicability of obſtructing or leſſen- 
ing the depth of water in the Narrows, 
or at any other place at the entrance 
of New-York, or of any way fortify- 
ing that paſs, ſo as to prevent the 
entrance of the enemy; and alſo to 
enquire whether the depth of water 
in Hudſon's, river, below the bat- 
tery, may not eaſily be leſſened, ſo 
as to prevent large ſhips paſſing up, 


and to make an eſtimate of the er- 
ace, and report their 

= = premiſes — Con- 

reſs. 

, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the 

choice of two brigadier generals, viz. 

one for the army in Maſſachuſett's- 

Bay, and the other for the army in 

the northern department. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock ta-morrow, 
Wedneſday, January 10, 1776. 
A letter trom Rachel Stelle, with an 

account for the ſubſiſtence of officers 


was laid before Congreſs. 


Ordered, That the ſame be referred 
to the committee on the conduct of 
officers, &c. 

Reſolved, That the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the Northern de- 
partment be directed to pay the Neve- 
rend Mr, Wheelock five hundred 
dollars, agreeable to a reſolution of 
Congreſs paſſed the 12th day of July 
laſt. 

The committee appointed to deviſe 
ways & means for facilitating the march 
of the battalions deſtined for Canada, 
brought in their report, which was 
read, and the Congreſs there with 
concurring. 

Reſolved, That three firſt licute- 
nants, eight ſecond lieutenants, one 
enſign and a quarter-maſter be ap- 
pointed to ſupply the vacancies in 
Colonel Bull's battalion. ' | 

That för the ſaid battalion there 
be provided 688 caps, 688 pair of 
mittens, 688 pair of ſtockings, 688 
pair of leggings, 688 -pair of ſhoes, 
688 haveriacks, 688 ilngs: for fire- 
locks 12900 ſhirts, 688 waiſtcoats, 
500 pair of breeches, 3oo blankets, 
54 pitching axes and nine 
waggons. 

1 hat for colonel Maxwell's batta- 
lion there be provided 688 haverſacks, 
688 cartouch boxes, and croſs belts, 
688 tomahawks, 64 pitching axes and 
9 baggage waggons. | 

That both battalions be paid up ta 
the firſt day of February next. 1 

That the battalions march by com- 
panies, 
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—— and that the companies fol. 
low each otter at the diſtance of one 
day's march; that the quarter-maſters 
and commiſſaries precede their re- 
ſpective battalions a few days, in or- 
der to provide lodgings and proviſions 
on the road. 
That the colonels be allowed 6 rations 


Lieutenant colonels, 5 ditto 
. Majors, - — 4 ditto 
Captains, - - 3 ditto 
- Subaltern and flaff of- 3 


cers, each 
or money in lieu thereof. 

That it be recommended to the 
committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania 
to ſupply Colonel Bull's battalion 
with the foregoing articles, or ſuch 
of them as they have not already pro- 
vided them with, agreeable to former 
reſolutions of Congreſs ; and that all 
the articles furniſhed the men more 
than thoſe allowed in lieu of bounty 
be deducted out of their pay. 

That Thomas Lowry be directed 
to provide the articles for Colonel 
Maxwell's battalion, and that all 
the articles furniſhed the men more 
than thoſe allowed in lieu of bounty 
be deducted out of their pay. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Tho- 
mas Lowry, for the ſum of 35,000 
dollars, for the uſe of the battalions 
. raiſed in New-Jerſey, he to be ac- 
countable for the ſame. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs proceeded to the election 
of two brigadier generals, and the 
ballots being taken and examined, 
Joſeph Fry, Eſq; was eieftcd for the 
army in the M:fachuſetts-Bay, Be- 
nedi& Arnold, Eſq; . for the army in 
the Northern department. 

The committee of ſafety for Penn- 
ſylvania, having recommended a num- 
ber of perſons for field-officers to the 
fixth battalion ordered to be raiſed in 
ſaid Colony, the Congreis proceeded 
to the election, and the ballots being 
taken and examined, 


William Irwin, Eſq; was elected 
colonel, 
Thomas Hartley, Eſq; lieutenant 
colonel, 
_ Dunlap, Eſq; major. 
eſolyed, That another battalion 
be raiſed in New-Jerſey, on the ſame 


terms as the other two raiſed in the 


ſaid Colony, | 

Reſolved, That the pay of the 
troops ſerving in and deltined for 
Canada be the ſame as that of the 
army at Cambridge; and that this 
pay commence to the Pennſylvania 
and New-Jerſey battalions from the 
time they ſet out on their march to 
Canada. ; 

The Congreſs conſidering the great 
diſtance from Colonel Heard to Col, 
Waterbury, the difficulty of co ope- 
rating with each other in their ex- 

-pedition into Queen's county, there- 


upon. | 
Resolved, That Lord Stirling be 
defired to furniſh Colonel Heard with 
three companies under his command, 
who are to join Colonel Heard with 
the minute-men by- him raiſed, and 
proceed as foon as may be on the ex- 
ition into Queen's county, for 
which Colonel Heard and Colonel 
Waterbury were appointed, and that 
Colonel Heard be deſired to ſend im- 
mediately an expreſs to Colonel Wa- 
terbury with a copy of this reſolution, 
and inform him that his ſervice will 
not be required on this occaſion, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the ſtate of theſe Colonies, 
and report as ſoon as poſſible what 
number of forces in their opinion 
will be neceſſary for the defence of 
the ſame. 

The members choſen, Mr, Duane, 
Mr. Lynch, ' Mr. Hooper, Mr. E. 
Rutledge, and Mr. Wilſon, 

Reſolved, That the Colony of 
North Carolina be ſupplied with one 
ton of powder by the jecret commit? 
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The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, eg 
To the committee of the upper diſ- 

trict of Frederick county, Mary- 

land, the ſum of 800. 1 dollars, to 
be paid to Daniel Heſter ; of which 

571 dollars to be charged to Capt. 

Creſſap's company, 77 dollars and 

one third to Captain Price's com- 

pany, and the remainder to the 
continent, 

To Furman and Hunt, for proviſions, 
&c. furniſhed to priſoners, the ſum 
of 178.2 dollars. 

To William Shad, for attendance as 
meſſenger to the 4th of December, 
1775, the ſum of 52 dollars. 
Ordered, That the ſaid accounts be 
aid, : 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thurſday, January 11, 1776. 

Reſolved, "That it be recommend- 
ed to the convention or committee of 
ſafety of New York, to endeavour to 
obtain a releaſe of lieutenant — 
Tiley, of Brigadier Wooſter's regi- 
ment, now confined on board the 
Aſia man of war, by exchanging for 
him an officer of the ſame — of 
the Britiſh troops in our cuſtody. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to prepare inſtruc- 
tions to the officers in the recruiting 
ſervice. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Harriſon. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committ-e on 
the bills of credit, emitted by this 
Congreſs, thereupon came to the fol- 
lowing reſolution, 

Whereas it appears to this Congreſs 
that ſeveral evil diſpoſed perſons, in 
order to obſtruct and defeat the efforts 
of the United Colonies, in defence 
of their juſt rights, have attempted 
to depreciate the bills of credit emit- 
ted by the authority of this Con- 
preſs. 

Reſolved, therefore, That if any 

perſon ſhall hereafter be ſo loſt to all 


virtue and regard for his country, as 
to refuſe to receive the ſaid bills in 
payment, or obſtruct or diſcourage the 
currency or circulation thereof, and 
ſhall be duly convicted by the com- 
mittee of the city, county or diſtrict, 
or, in caſe of appeal from their de- 
cifion, by the aſſembly, convention, 
council or committee of ſafety of the 
Colony where he ſhall reſide, ſuch 
perſon ſhall be deemed, publiſhed 
and treated as an enemy of his coun- 
try, and precluded from all trade or 
intercourſe with the inhabitants of 
theſe Colonies. 

Ordered, That the foregoing re- 
ſolve be immediately publiſhed. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 


on the treaſurers, in favour of the 


committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, 
for the ſum of 6009 dollars, for the 


uſe of the firſt Pennſylvania battalion, ' 


the ſaid committee to be accountable 

for the ſame. 

A repreſentation of the field- officers 
of the Pennſylvania battalions, ſet- 
ting forth the inconveniences that will 
ariſe from the battalions conſiſting of 
ſeven battalion- companies, was pre- 
ſented to Congreſs, and read. ; 

Ordered, That the ſame be re- 
ferred for conſideration till tro-mor- 
row. | | 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 

Friday, January 12, 1776. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 

To Henry Dewſon, for proviſions to 
Captain Roſs's company, the ſum 
of 27.5 dollars. 

From Turbett Francis, Eſq; one of 
the commiſſioners for Indian affairs 

. In the Northern department a bal- 
lance in his hands amounting to 
194 dollars. 

To Volkert P. Douw, another of the 
commiſſioners of ſaid department, 
expences attending the treaty at 
Albany, a ballance amounting to 
2171:9 dollars, and that there will 
then remain in his hands two ma- 

traſſes, 
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traſſes, about fifteen gallons . of 
wine, ſome ſpirits, and ſome boards, 
belonging to the Colonies. 
Ordered, That the ſums due to 
Henry Dewſon, and Volkert P. 
Douw, Eſq; be paid: the latter 
through the hands of James Duane, 
Eſq; 
The committee appointed to en- 
quire into the conduct of the officers, 
who are priſoners, and the manner in 


which they are, at preſent, ſubſiſted, 


brought in their report, which was 
agreed to, as follows, 

Reſolved, That the conduct of the 
ofticers at Trenton, though in other 
reſpects unexceptionable, is, as to 
their manner of living, exccedingly 
extravagant, they being boarded at 
taverns, and the innkeepers ſupplying 
them in a luxurious' manner, on the 
credit of the continent. 

'That the Congreſs will, for the 
future, allow two dollars per week 
for the board and lodgings of officers, 
who are priſoners (for which ſum they 
may have decent lodgings) to be re- 
paid by the officers before they are 
releaſed from their captivity. 

That the accounts of the ſeveral 
innkeepers againſt the officers be paid 
by the continent, which ate alſo to 
be repaid by the ſaid officers before 
their diſcharge. | 

That no tavern-keeper ſupply the 
faid officers for the future on the cre- 
dit of the continent. 

That the officers now at Trenton 
be directed to remove to ſome other 
place at a proper diſtance from the 
public poſt- road. 

That the officers at Trenton have 
liberty to chuſe the places of their re- 
ſidence, the choice being made con- 
ſiſtent with former reſolutions of 
Congreſs. 

That a copy of the above reſolu- 
tions, together with à copy of the 
reſolution granting officers liberty to 
ſell bills for their ſubſiſtence, be 
tranſmitted to the ſeveral committees, 
where officers who are priſoners reſide; 


and that the ſaid committees be di- 
rected to apply to the ſaid officers for 
their bills ro diſcharge the debts al- 
ready incurred, and alſo to inform 
them, it is expected they will from 
time to time draw for their future 
ſubſiſtence. 

Ordered, That Rachel Stille's ac- 
count for ſubſiſtence of officers to the 
4th of January, 1776, amounting to 
423.6 dollars, be paid. 

The Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committees of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the trade of the United 
Colonies, and after ſome time, the 
preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported that the committee 
had taken into conſideration the mat- 
ter to them referred, but not having 
come to a concluſion, deſired leave 
to ſit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into fur- 
ther conſideration the trade of the 
United Colonies. 

A memorial from the field-officers 
of the firſt Pennſylvania battalion was 
preſented to Congreſs. 

Ordered, That the ſame be re- 
ferred till to-morrow. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, January 13, 1776. 

A letter from General Waſhington, 
dated January the 4th, 1776 ; aiſo a 
letter from the committee of ſafety 
of New-York, dated January the 3d, 
being received, were read. 

Reiolved, That a committee of five 
be appointed to take into conſidera- 
tion the letter from the committee of 

ſafety of New-York, and to confer 
with Mr. Romans, and report to 
Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, 
and Mr. W. Livingſton. 

The fecret committee having made 


report reſpecting the purchale of the 


ſalt-petre lately imported, 
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Reſolved, That the ſaid committee 
be directed to purchaſe the ialt-petre 
on the beſt terms they can, and have 
it manufactured into gunpowder as 
ſoon as poſſible. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſupply Colonel 
Heard with 200 pounds of gunpow- 
der, to enable him to carry into exe- 
cution the orders of Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That John Morgan be 
promoted to the rank of firſt heute- 
nant in one of the companies of 
Colonel Bull's battalion. 

' Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday, 
Monday, January 15, 1776. 

A paragraph of a letter from Peter 
Timothy, ſecretary to the Provincial 
Convention and committee of ſaſety 
of South Carolina, dated January 5 ch, 
to C. Godſon, Eſq; was read, in- 
forming that the ſaid convention have 
— to continue the delegates, 
and have conſtituted any two of them 
to be a quorum to repreſent ſaid Co- 
lony. | 

A letter from General Waſhington 
d:ted the 3 iſt of December, with 
ſundry papers encloſed, among which 
a draught of Captain Matthews on 
the treaſury of Virginia, for £100 
lawful money advanced him by the 
general ; alſo two letters from Lord 
Stirling, dated January $th and 11th, 
and a letter from Governor Trumbull, 
with three papers encloſed, being re- 
ceived, were read, 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
General Waſhington be referred to a 
committee of three. | 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Wilſon. 

That the letters from Lord Siür— 
ung be referred to a committee of 
Ve, 

The members choſen, Mr. W. 
Livingſton, Mr. M*Kean, Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Ward, and Mr. Alexander. 

That the letters from Governor 
Trumbull, with the encloſed papers, 
be referred to the committee appointed 
{0 confer with Mr. Romans, 
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A letter from the committee of 
ſafety of New-York, dated January 
11th, :776, was read. | 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 


the comraittee on the ſtate of the 


Colonies, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to make an eſtimate 
of the number of cannon, that may 
be wanted for the defence of. the 
United Colonies, and to deviſe ways 
and means for procuring them, and 
that it be an inſtruction to ſaid com- 
mittee to enquire what ſized cannon 
can be caſt in theſe Colonies, 

'The members choſen, Mr. Wiſner, 
Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Al- 
len and Mr. Paine. 

Reſolved, That no bought indented 
ſervants be employed on board the 
fieet, or in the army of the United 
Colonies, without the conſent of their 
maſters, 

'The committee of claims reported, 
that there 1s due, 

To Jacob Hiltzheimer, for expreſſes, 
the ſum of 356.1 dollars, 

To Jonathan "Trumbull, jun. for his 
experces to Philadelphia, and re- 
turning to New-Vork with money, 
the ſum of 99.7 dollars. 

To Thomas Apty, for boarding ſe- 
ve:al priſoners, 109.6 dollars. 
Ordered, That the above accounts 

be paid. 

Re ſolved, That it be recommended 
to the committee of ſafety of Penn- 
ſylvania to enquire into the characters 
of the recruits or privates taken on 
board the Rebecca and Frances tranſ- 
port, and to diſmiſs ſuch of them as 
they judge may with ſafety to the 
Colonies, be diſcharged. 

The Congreſs retolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 


. conkderation the ſtate of the trade of 


the United Colonies; and, after 
ſome time, the preſident reſumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that 
the committee had taken into their 
farther conſideration the matter to 
them referred, but that not having 
Q 2 comg 
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come to a concluſion, they deſired 
him to move for leave to ſit again. 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will, 
on Friday next, reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
farther conſideration the trade of the 
United Colonies. | 
Reſolved, That Capt. Matthew's 
draft on the treaſury of Virginia be 
delivered to the delegates of that 
Colony; and that they be deſired to 
receive the money, and pay the ſame 
to the continental treaſurers. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, January 16, 1776. 
The Colony of Connecticut hav- 
ing appointed new delegates, the 
ſame attending, produced the cre- 
dentials of their appointment, which 
were read, as follows; 


* At a general afſembly of the gover- 
nor and company of the Engliſh Co- 
bony of Connecticut, in New Eng- 
land, in America, holden at New- 
Haven, in ſaid Colony, on the ſecond 
T kurjday of October, Anno Domini 
1775 | 
« Reſolved, by this aſſembly, 

That Roger Sherman, Oliver Wol- 

cott, Samuel Huntington, Titus 

Hoſmer, and William Williams, 

Eiqrs. be, and they are hereby ap- 

pointed delegates to repreſent this 


Colony at the General Congreſs of 


the United Colonie, in America for 
the year enſuing, and until new be 
choſen, that is to ſay, the ſaid Roger 
Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, and Sa- 
muel Huntington, Eſqrs. do attend 
faid Congreſs, and on the failure of 
eithet of the ſaid gentlemen, by ſick- 
neſs, or otherwiſe, then the ſaid Li- 
tus Hoſmer, or William Williams, 
Efqrs. «re to !upply the place or pla- 
ces of any or either of the ſaid three 
gentlemen firſt named, in ſuch man- 
ner, that three of ſaid delegates, and 
three only, do attend ſaid Congreſs 
at any one time; and the ſaid three 
delegates, or any or either of them, 


yho ſhall be preſent in ſaid Congreſs, 


are hereby fully authoriſed and im, 
powered to repreſent this Colony in 
ſaid Congreſs, to conſult, adviſe and 
reſolve upon meaſures neceſſary to be 
taken and purſued for the defence, 
ſecurity and preſervation of the rights 
and liberties of the ſaid United Co. 
lonies, and for their common ſafety ; 
and of ſuch their proceedings and re- 
ſolves they do tranſmit authentic co- 
pies, from time to time, to the ge- 
neral aſſembly of this Colony. That 
the ſaid delegates now appointed do 
repair to, and take their ſeats in, 
ſaid Congreſs by the firſt day of ]a- 
nuary next, in caſe ſaid Congreſs thall 
be then fitting, or as ſcon after as 
ſaid Congreſs ſhall be convened ; and 
that the laid gentlemen who are now 
attending ſaid Congreſs in behalf of 
this Colony, do continue in their 
ſaid office until the gentlęemen now 
choſen, and directed to attend in 
manner aforeſaid, ſhall arrive at ſaid 
Congreſs. 
A true copy of record, examined by 
Gro WiILLYs, Secretary.” 

A letter from Mr. Lewis, dated 
anuary 8th, was read, recommend- 
Ing ſtranger to the notice of Con- 
reſs. 

F Ordered, That the ſame be referred 
to the committee on the qualifications 
of perſons applying for offices. 

Reſolved, 'That a member, in the 
room of Mr. Dyer, be added to the 
committee appointed to draw up 1n- 
ſtructions to the officers employed in 
the recruiting ſervice, 

Reſolvei, That the ſeveral peti- 
tions of -gentlemen, praying to be 
appointed officers in the Pennſylva- 
nia battalions, be referred to the 
committee on qualifications. 

Application being made in behalt 
of Mr. jugé and the owner of a veſ- 
ſel lately arrived in Delaware, for 
leave to export proviſions to the a- 
mount of the cargoes by them im- 
ported, 

Reſolved, That this be referred to 
the ſecret committee. q 
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Reſolved, That two members be 
added to the ſecret committee. 

The members choſen, Mr. Hewes 
and Mr. Alexander. | 

The committee on the ſtate of the 
Colonies brought in a report, which 
being taken into conſideration, 

Reſolved, That another battalion 
be raiſed in the colony of North Ca- 
rolina, in order to defeat any attempt 
which may be made in oppoſition to 
the meaſures recommended by the 
Continental Congreſs, 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of the report be referred till 
to-morrow. 

The committee having deſired 
leave to ſit again, the ſame was 

ranted. 

Reſolved, That to-morrow be aſ- 
ſigned for taking into conſideration, 
in a committee of the whole, the pro- 
priety of opening the ports after the 
firſt of March next. | 

The delegates of South-Carolina 
having informed the Congreſs, that 
their Colony, being in want of ſea- 
men, had giyen orders to offer high 
wages to ſuch as would engage in 
their ſervice, deſired the advice and 
opinion of Congreſs on this matter. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of five. 

The members choſen, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. Morris and Mr. Floyd. 
Reſolved, That the naval com- 
mittee be empowered to purchaſe a 
{mall veſſel for a tender. 

The committee appointed to pro- 
cure powder from Providence, ＋ 
in a report, with an account of a 
cargo provided for that purpoſe by 
Willing and Morris, amounting to 
3233-2 dollars ; whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the ſaid committee 
be authoriſed to give ſuch orders to 
the captain of the veſſel, as they may 
think proper. : | 

That an order be drawn on the 
treaſurers, in favour of Willing and 
Morris, for the ſaid ſum of 3233.2 


fllars, 


The committee on General Waſh- 
ington's letters brought in a report, 
which being taken into conſideration, 
the Congreſs thereupon came to the 
following reſolutions ; 

Refolved, That the paymaſter- 
general of the army at Cambridge 
be empowered to draw bills upon the 
preſident of the Congreſs, or, in th-ir 
receſs, upon the committee of Con- 
greis for that purpoſe appointed, for 
any ſums of money which may be 
depoſited in his hands not exceeding, 
in any one month, the monthly ex- 
pence of the army, and that ſuch 
bills counterſigned by the general or 
commander in chief of the faid army 
be accepted and paid, 

That the free negroes who have 
ſerved faithfully in the army at Cam- 
bridge may be re · inliſted therein, but 
no other. 

That, if General Waſhington 
thinks proper, Colonel R. Ridley be 
continued chief engineer in the army 
at Cambridge. 

That the pay of the aſſiſtant engi- 
neers in the army at Cambridge be 
26 dollars and two thirds per month. 

The committee having deſired 
leave to ſit again, the ſame was 
granted. 

Reſolved, That four new members 
be added to the committee on the 
qualifications, &c. in the room of 
thoſe abſent. 5 

The members choſen, Mr. Wol- 
cott, for Connecticut, in the room 
of Mr. Dyer. Mr. Duane, for 
New-York, in the room of Mr. Jay 
Mr. M*Kean, for the Lower Coun- 
ties on Delaware, in the room of 
Mr. Rodney; and Mr. Rogers, for 
Maryland. 

Reſolved, That Thurſday next be 
aſſigned for taking into conſideration 
the report of the committee on In- 
dian affairs. 

Reſolved, That a liſt of the com- 
mittees who have not reported be 
prepared and laid on the table. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 


Weds 
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NMedagſdar, January 17, 1775. 

A petition from Doctor Benjamin 
Church was preſented to Congreſs, 
and read. | 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to a committee of three, 

The members choſen, Mr. Harri- 
fon, Mr. Paca and Mr. Hooper. 

A petition from Ibbetſon Hamar, 
a priſoner at Trenton, was preſented 
to Congreſs and read, praying for 
leave to refide at Mr. Stainforthys, 
near Prince-Town. s 


Reſolved, That the ſame be grant- 


A memorial from the captains and 
ſubalterns of the firſt Pennſylvania 
battalion was preſented and read, 
complaining of the conduct of their 
colonel. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 
red to the committee of qualifications, 
and that they be directed to hear the 
parties, and report to Congreſs. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
confideration the propriety of open- 
ing the ports after the firſt of March 
next, and aiter ſome time, the preſi- 
dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the committee 
had taken into conlideration the mat- 
ter to them referred, and had come 
to a reſolution, which he read in his 
place, and delivered in. 

The report being again read, 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed, to conſider under 
What regulations and reſtrictions the 
trade of the United Colonies ought 
to be carried on after the firſt of 
March next. 

The members choſen, Mr. Har- 
riſon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 
Adams and Mr. Sherman. 

Reſolved, That a member be ad- 
ded to the committee appointed to 
confer with Mr. Romans. 

The member choſen, Mr. Wolcott. 

The committee appointed to pre- 


pare inſtructions for the officers in the 
recruiting ſervice brought in their re- 
port, which being taken into confi. 


deration, the Congreſs thereupon 


came to the following reſolutions : 
Reſolved, That the colonels of the 
ſeveral battalions ordered to be raiſed, 
do immediately order their officers, 
on recruiting ſervice, to ſuch parts 
where they are beſt known, and have 
the greateſt probability of ſucceſs, 
That the recruiting officers ought 
to be careful to inliſt none but heal- 
thy, ſound and able-bodied men, 
and not under ſixteen years of age, 
That the colonels of the ſeveral 


: battalions aforeſajd, appoint ſome 


place or places of rendezvous, to 
which the recruits may be ſent, and 
where the battalions may be quar. 
tered. | | 

That the greateſt attention ought 
to be paid to the behaviour of the 
troops in quarters, that they may 
give no reaſonable cauſe of com- 
plaint. | 

That the quarters of the troops be 
duly diſcharged once-every week. 

That an allowance of one dollar 
and a third of a dollar per man be 
made to the recruiting officers, in 
lieu of their expences 1n recruiting, 
excluſive of the ſubliſtence-money 
allowed them. And that in caſe any 
man be inlifted contrary to the fore- 
going regulations, the pay they may 
have received, and the ſubſiſtence- 
money that may be paid for them, 
ſhall be ſtopped from the pay of ſuch 
recruiting officers. | 

That the colonels of the ſeveral 
battalions to be raiſed in Penalylva- 
nia, be ſupplied with money for the 
recruiting ſervice by the committee 
of ſafety of ſaid Colony, and diſburſe 
the ſame to the ſeveral recruiting 
officers ; the colonels and other offi- 
cers to be accountable for what they 
ſhall receive, and all arrears, they 
may fall into, to be ſtopped from 
their pay. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of one 

dollar 
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dollar and one third of a dollar per 

man be allowed to the officers of the 

ürtt Pennſylvania battalion for each 
man by them inliſted, who ſhall have 
aſſed muſter. 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers be 
empowered to advance to Mr. Re- 
gonville a 4 not exceeding 400 
dollars, taking his draught or bill on 
his agent in Canada for the ſame. 

A letter from General Schuyler, 
dated January the 13th, encloſing 
copies of letters from Gen. Wooſter, 
Colonel Arnold, and others, were 
laid before Congreſs, and read, con- 
taining an account of an unſucceſsful 
attempt made to gain poſſeſſion of 
Quebec by ſtorm, on the 3 iſt of De- 
cember, and of the death of General 
Montgomery. 

The committee to whom the mat- 
ter of South-Carolina, reſpecting the 
engaging of ſeamen, was referred, 
brought in their report, which was 
read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, Fanuary 18, 1776. 

The committee to whom the peti- 
tion of DoQor Benjamin Church was 
referred, brought in their report, 
which being taken into conſidera- 
tion, 

Reſolved, That Governor Trum- 
bull be defired to give order for the 
removal of Doctor Church to ſome 
more comfortable place of confine- 
ment, than that where he now 1s, if 
ſuch can be found in that Colony; 
and that for the advancement of his 
health, the ſaid Doctor Church be 
permitted to ride out at proper ſea- 
ſons under a truſty guard, Who will 
be careful to prevent his carrying on 
any correſpondence, or doing any act 
prejudicial to the ſafety and welfare 
of the United Colonies. 

A letter from the committee of 
Frederick-town, Maryland, encloſing 
lundry intercepted letters, found upon 
Doctor Smith, one of Conolly's aſ- 
ſociates, being brought by the guard 
who had the charge of bringing 


down ſaid Smith, was laid before 


Congreſs, and read. | 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the committee of ſafety for the 
Colony of Pennſylvania, to take the 
examination of ſaid Doctor Smith, 
and then commit him to ſafe and 
cloſe confinement. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the letter from General 
Schuyler, of the 13th of January, 
with the encloſures, and report there- 
on to Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr: Wythe, Mr. Sherman, Mr. 


Ward, and Mr. S. Adams. 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 
Friday, January 19, 1776. 
Reſolved, That five members be 
elected for the committee of claims in 
the room of thoſe who are abſent, 
The members choſen, Mr. Wol- 
cott, for Connecticut, in the room 
oſ Mr. Deane. Mr. Floyd, for 
New-York, in the room of Mr. 
Lewis. Mr. McKean, for the Lower 
Counties on Delaware, in the room 
of Mr. Rodney. Mr. Rogers, for 
Maryland, in the room of Mr. John- 
ſon. Mr. E. Rutledge, for South- 
— in the room of Mr. Gadſ- 
en. 
The committee to whom the letters 
from Lancaſter were referred, brought 


= = 1 
in an an{wer, which was read, and 


approved. 

Ordered, That the ſame be tranſ- 
cribed and forwarded. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
the matter of South Carolina, re- 
ſpecting ſeamen; whereupon 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to Captain Cochran, who is arrived 
here ior the purpoſe of recruiting 
ſcamen, to purſue the following plan 
in the inlitt eng ſervice, in which he is 
employed by the Colony of South- 
Carolina : | 

That he offers to each able bodied 
ſeaman the wages of eight dollars per 


month, 
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month, and that he Pay to them nine 
dollars bounty, and, upon their ar- 
rival in-South-Carolina, the further 
bounty of five dollars. , 
That Captain Cochran repair im- 
mediately to the camp at Cambridge, 
and take the advice and direction of 
General Waſhington on this affair, 
and proceed to inliſt his ſeamen in 
ſuch parts of the country, as will be 
the leaft prejudicial to the continen- 
tal ſervice. 
That the preſident write to General 
Waſhington, acquainting him with 
the ſituation of South-Carolina, the 
neceflity that Colony is in for ſeamen, 
and defiring that he will pleaſe to 
forward this ſervice. 
The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 
o the committee of Berks county, 
for proviſions, ammunition, &c. 
furniſhed the rifle-companies, C11 
14 10, and for neceſſaries fur- 
niſhed the priſoners from St. John's, 
the ſum of C8 13 11, amounting 
in the whole to C20 8 9g, equal to 
4-5 dollars, to be paid to Doctor 
onathan Potts. ä 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
delegates of South-Carolina, for the 
ſum of 10,000 dollars, which was 
appropriated for Indian affairs in the 
Southern department. 
The council of ſafety for the three 
lower counties on Delaware having 


recommended ſundry gentlemen for * 


field-officers of the battalion ordered 
to be raiſed in that Colony, the Con- 
greſs proceeded to an election, and 
the ballots being taken, 

John Haſlet, Eſq; was elected co- 
lonel, and Gunning Bedford, Eiq; 
keutenant-colonel. 

The Congreſs reſuming the conſi- 
deration of the report of the com- 
mittee on the ſtate of the Colonies, 

Re ſolved, That four battalions be 
raiſed in the colony of New-York 
for the defence of that Colony, upon 


the ſame pay with thoſe directed tg 
be raiſed in the colony of Pennſylva. 
nia; and that they be ſtationed az 
the commanding officer of the Ney. 

York department ſhall think beſt, 0 

garriſon the ſeveral forts in that Co- 

lony, from Crown Point to the ſouth. 

ward, and to prevent depredations 

upon Long-Iflznd, and promote the 

ſafety of the whole. 

Ordered, That a copy of the fore. 
going reſolution be tranſmittted to 
the council of ſafety of New-York; 
and that they be requeſted, with all 
poſſible expedition to tranſmit to Con- 
greſs the names of a number of gen. 
tlemen, at leaſt two for each com- 
mand, out of whom the Congreſs 
may ele@ field-officers for faid bat- 
talions. 

The committee on qualification? 
brought in a report, which was agreed 
to, as follows, 

That Roger Stayner and George 
Jenkins be appointed firſt lieutenants 
in the firſt Pennſylvania battalion. 

That the two eldeſt enfigns be pro- 
moted to ſecond heutenants in ſaid 
battalion, in the room of the above. 

That Robert Alſon be appointed 
an enſign in ſaid battalion. 

That Jacob Shallus be appointed 
quarter-maſter of ſaid battalion. 

The committee appointed to hear 
the complaints of the officers, and 
Colonel Bull's defence, brought in 
their report, which, after debate, 
wrs referred till to-morrow. 

The committee to whom Generel 
Schuyler's letter of the 13th of Ja- 
nuary, with the papers and letters 
encloſed, was referred, brought in a 
report, which was taken into conſi- 
deration ; whereupon 

Reſolved, That the American ar- 
my in Canada be reinforced with all 
poſſible diſpatch, as well for the ſe- 
curity and relief of our friends there, 
as for better ſecuring the rights and 
liberties not only of that Colony, but 
the other United Colonies, 

That an expreſs be ſent to the 

Com- 
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committee of ſafety of New-Jerſey, 
and an application made to that of 
Pennſylvania, immediately to quicken 
the officers employed in levying the 
forces directed to be raiſed in thoſe 
Colonies, and marched to Canada, 
and do all in their power to forward 
the ſervice. And that the commit- 
mittee of inſpection of the city and 
liberties of Philadelphia be requeſted 
forthwith to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
yours to aid Mr. J. Meaſe in procur- 
ing of the houſeholders therein, ſuch 
blankets as may be ſpared from their 
reſpective families, for the uſe of the 
battalion deſtined for this important 
expedition at fo ſevere a ſeaſon, for 
which the owners ſhall be allowed the 
value of ſuch blankets according to 
the eſtimation of the ſaid committee 
of inſpection. And that Colonel 
Bull and Colonel Maxwell do without 
delay march ſuch of the companies of 
their battalions as are now ready, to 
General Schuyler. 

That General Waſhington be re- 
queſted to detach from the camp at 
Cambridge one battalion, if the ſer- 
vice there will permit him to ſpare 
one, with orders to march with the 
greateſt expedition poſſible to Canada. 

That for the more ſpeedy raiſing 
the battalions, ordered on the 8th of 
January to be raiſed in the colonies 
of New-Hampſhire, Connecticut, 
New-York and Pennſylvania, for the 
defence of Canada, it be recom- 
mended to the general aſſemblies, 
conventions, or councils or commit- 
tees of ſafety of thoſe colonies reſpec- 
tively, to exert their utmoſt endea- 
vours in railing the ſaid battalions, 
upon the ſame pay and {ſubſiſtence as 
the army at Cambridge, and to fur- 
niſh them with provifions, ammuni- 
tion, and other neceſſaries, for ex- 
pediting their march to Canada. 
And ſor further encouraging the men 
more cheerfully to enter into the ſer- 
vice of their country, to give a bounty 
of {ix dollars and two thirds to every 
able bodied effective man, properly 


cloathed for the ſervice, and having 
a good firelock, with a bayonet, and 
other accoutrements, and four dollars 
to every ſoldier not having the like 
arms and accoutrements ; the arms to 
be ſupplied by the Colony, and the 
colt to be ded ucted out of the ſoldiers 
pay; and alſo to provide a blanket 
and haverſack for every enliſted ſol- 
dier, and moreover to advance one 
month's pay to every officer and ſol- 
dier before their march, that they 
may be able to purchaſe neceſſary 
cloathing. 

That the firſt two companies, which 
ſhall be complete of every battalion, 
do march to that country, ſo ſoon as 
they thall be ready, and be followed 
in the ſame numbers, with like ex- 
pedition, by the reſt of the corps. 
And that it be recommended to the 
general aſſemblies, conventions and 
councils or committees of ſafety of 
the Colonies in which the battalions 
are directed to be raiſed, that they 
reſpectively attend to this buſineſs, 

The committee deſired leave to ſit 
again, which was granted, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Saturday, Fanuary 20, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, 
for the ſum of 15,000 dollars, for the 
uſe of the five battalions to be raiſed 
in ſaid Colony; the ſaid committee 
to be accountable. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there 1s due, 

To Captain Henry Shylock, for his 
expences in bringing Doctor John 
Smith from Hagar's-Town, and 
for his expences in returning home, 
the ſum of $9.3 dollars. 

To John Nelſon, for his expences in 
bringing the ſaid Doctor John 
Smith from the Little Meadows ta 
Hagar's- Town, and for his trouble 


in attending him to this city, with . 


allowance of expences in returning 
home, the ſum of 75 dollars, 

To Francis Johnſon, Eiq; for ſundry 
P ex- 
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ces incurred by guards for pow- 

Le waggons, &c. the ſum of 38 

dollars. 

To T omas Dewees, for ſupporting 
ſeveral priſoners, the ſum of 43. 2 
dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

A memorial from Colonel Bull was 
preſented to Congre's, and read, 
praying for leave, on account of ill 
treatment he had received from many 
officers of his corps, to reſign his 
commiſſion. 

The committee on General Schuy- 
ler's letter, brought in their farther 
report, which being taken into conſi- 
deration, the Congreſs came to the 
following reſolutions. 

Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 
ton be deſired to diſpatch a general 
officer, if he can be {pared from the 
ſervice at Cambridge, to command 
the army in Canada. 

That it being neceſſary to procure 
a large quantity of ſpecie ſor the ope- 
rations in Canada, which cannot be 
ſucceſsfu ly carried on without that 
article, it be recommended to the 
general aſſemblies, conventicns, and 
councils or committees of ſafety upon 
the continent, to employ proper per 
ſons within their reſpective colonies 
to collect all the gold and ſilver coin 
they can, and inform Congreſs of che 
ſum collected. 

That it will not be expedient at 
preſent to ſend a committee of Con- 
greſs to Canada. 

That the committee of ſecrecy be 
deſired to diſpatch one ton of gun- 
powder with the firſt companies that 
ſhall march from PennſyIvani: to Ca- 
nada; and that Governor Trumbull 
be defired to ſend the like quantity 
of gun-powder with the firſt detach- 
ment of forces directed to march thi- 
ther from Connecticut. 

That the loſſes ſuſtained by Cap- 
tain Hazen be aſcertained by com- 
miſſioners to be appointed by the 


commanding officer in Canada, and 
that the commiſſioners report their 
proceedings, with the examination of 
the witneſſes, and their opinion chere. 
upon, to Congreſs. 

That the general aſſemblies, con- 
ventions or councils or committees of 
ſafety of the Colonies, in which 
forces are directed to be raiſed for 
the ſervice of Canada, be deſired to 
raiſe for the ſame ſervice, one com- 
pany of matroſies, conſiſting of forty 
privates, in each Colony, under pro- 
per officers, and where a company 
cannot be completed, to raiſe as many 
as they can, under ſubaltern officers, 
in proportion to their numbers. 

That General Wooſter be deſired to 
take poſſeſſion of the medicine- cheſt 
mentioned by Colonel Campbell, to 
be claimed by Doctor Beaumont, and 
if it appear to him to be private pro- 
perty, to pay the value thereof to the 
owner. 

That the general aſſemblies, con- 
ventions, or councils or committees 
of ſafety be deſired to take the moſt 
effectual meaſures for recovering the 
arms, accoutrements, batteaus, tools, 
ard other ſtores of the continent, ſaid 
to have been carried off by ſome of 
the ſoldiers, who have returned 
from Canada. | 

That 12,500 dollars be advanced 
to each of the general aſſemblies or 
councils or committees of ſafety of 
the Colonies in which forces are direc» 
ted to be raiſed for the ſervice of Ca- 
nada, for the purpoſe of recruiting 
their reſpective regiments. 

That from the neceſſity of the 
caſe, and to prevent delays, blank 
commiſſions be iſſued by the preſident 
for the field-officers, captains and 
ſubalterns, who are to command the 
battalions ordered to be raiſed for Ca- 
nada, in New-Hampſhire and Con- 
necticut, to be filled up with the 
names of ſuch gentlemen, as ſhall be 
judged moſt proper by the convention 
or committee of ſafety of New- 

Hamp- 
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Hampſhire, and by the governor and 
council of Connecticut. 

That the foregoing reſolution be 
not drawn into a precedent, 

That excluſive of Colonel Livingſton 
and his regiment already determined 
on, there be one thouſand Canadians 
more raiſed, for one year, or during 
the preſent diſputes, at ſix dollars and 
two-thirds bounty and the uſual pay, 
which number ſhall compoſe four 
battalions, and form one regiment, 
fve companies of fifty men to each 
battalion, one captain, one lieute- 
nant, and one enſign to each compa- 
ny, and four majors, one lieutenant 
colonel and one colonel to the whole 
regiment, 

That the committee of ſafety of 
Philadelphia be defired to provide 
and diſpatch fifes and drums to Cana- 
da, for the two regiments directed to 
be raiſed in that Colony. 

Reſolved, That orders be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the de- 
legates of New-Hampſhire, for the 
above ſum of 12, 500 dollars, and 
in favour of the delegates of Connec- 
ticut, for the like ſum of 12,500 
collars, and in favour of the delegates 
of New-York, for the like ſum of 
12,500 dollars, for the uſe of the bat- 
talions to be raiſed for Canada, and 
that the ſaid delegates be deſired to 
forward the ſaid ſums to their reſpec- 
tire Colonies with all expedition 
the ſeveral Colonies to be accountable 
for the ſame, 

Reſowed, That the preſident be 
directed to ſend an expreſs to General 
Schuyler, with a letter, informing 
him of the meaſures the Congrels 
have taken for the defence of Canada, 
and defiring him to forward the ſame to 
General Wooſter. 

That he likewiſe diſpatch an ex- 
preſs, with the like — to 
General Waſhington, to the Gover- 
nor of Connecticut, and the conven- 
tion or council of ſafety of New - er- 
Ys New-York, and New Hamp- 
are, RENE: 


The committee on qualification® 
having recommended the following 
perſons for enſigns in the firſt Penn” 
ſylvania battalion, viz. Nicholas Scull» 
Joſeph Greenway, John Irwine, 
John Brue, Richard Rice, Major 
Walbroen, the ſame were agreed to, 
and commiſſions ordered to be given 
them accordingly. 

Relolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſupply the delegates 


of New. Jerſey with 300 pounds of 


powder, for the uſe of Colonel Max- 
well's battalion. 

Ordered, That Timothy Matlack 
deliver to the delegates of New-Jer- 
ſey, or their order, a quantity of 
flints, for the uſe of ſaid battalion, 
and ball or lead proportioned to 300 
pounds of powder. 

That the treaſurers with all expe- 
dition ſend a truſty perſon with {1000 
in continental bills to Samuel Patter- 


ſon, Eſq; and receive in exchange 


for the ſame ſo much in ſilver and 
gold. | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, January 22, 1776. 
Sundry letters, viz. one from Ge- 
neral Waſhington, of the 11th of 
January, two from Lord Stirling, 
of the 18th and 19th of January, one 
from General Schuyler, of the 1oth 
of January, and one from the com- 
mittee of Trenton, of the 19th of la- 
nuary, alſo a petition from John 
Sparling, being received, were read, 
Reſolved, That the above letters 
be referred to a committee of three. 
The members choſen, Mr. W, 
Livingſton, Mr. Hooper and Mr. 
Adams. 
Reſolved, That the preſident be 
empowered to employ a private ſe- 
cretary, to be paid by the United 


Colonies. 


The committee of claims reported, 


that there is due, | 

To Benedict Arnold, on account of 
his expences in his expedition 
againſt Crown- point and Ticonde- 
roga, a balance amounting to 819 


2 | dollars 
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Campbell, a priſoner, 


dollars, to be paid to Silas Deane, 
Eſq; 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 


Reiolved, That the committee of 
Trenton, be defired to ſend General 
Preſcot and Captain Chace under a 
guard to Philadelphia. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed, to conſider a pro- 
per method of paying a juſt tribute of 


— to the memory of General 
Montgomery. 

The members choſen, Mr. Li- 
vingſton, Doctor Franklin, and Mr. 
Hcoper. 

The Congreſs procceded to the 
election of keld-officers for the ſecond 
Canadian regiment, and 
Hazen, Eſq; was elected colonel, 

Edward Antil, Eſq; lieutenant 

colonel. 
Reſolved, That the United Colo- 
nies wil! indemnify Colonel Hazen 
for any loſs of half-pay he may ſuſ- 
tain in conſequence of his entering in- 
to their ſervice. | 

Reſolved, That the appointment 
of majors, captains, and ſubaltern 
and ſtaff officers in the ſecond Caya- 


- dian regiment, be left to the com- 


mander 1n chief in Canada, with the 
advice of the general officers in that 
country, and of Colonel Hazen, Ligu+- 
tenant Colonel Antil, and Mr, 
Price. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of Colonel Bull's application, 
for leave to reſign his commituon. 
Reſolved, That leave be granted 
him 


The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the election of a colonel ſor the firſt 
Pennſylvania battalion, in the room 
of Colonel Ball, and John Philip d 
Haas was elected. | 

A memorial from Captain Duncan 
ing pre- 
ſented to Congreſs, and rea, 

Reſolved, That the committee of 


ſafety of Pennſylvania be empowered 


to take his parole, and that he have 
leave to reſide at Lancaſter, 


1E 


Application being made in behalf 


of Lieutenant M' Ponnald, for leare 


to come to Philadelphia, and remain 
there five days, in order to tranſact 
ſome neceſſary buſineſs. 

Reſolved, That leave be granted, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow. 
Tueſday, January 23, 1776. 

A letter from General Schuyler, 
of the 14th of January, encloſing a 
letter from General Arnold, was 
read. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary draw 
up a narrative of the repulſe our 


troops met with, and of the loſs ſuſ- 


tained in their unſucceſsful attempt 

on Quebec, and lay the ſame before 

Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to prepare a letter 
to the inhabitants of Canada. 

The members choſen, Mr. Living- 
ſton, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Wilſon. 

Reſolved, That the articles of war 
be tranſlated into French, and 500 
copies ſent to Canada. | ; 

The committee of claims reported, 
thac there is due, 

To Adem Ekel, for waggonage 
from Lancaſter to Cambridge with 
Captain Smith's company of rifle- 
men, a balance of 43.3 dollars. 

To Deborah Siddens, tor proviſions 
for Captain Roſs's company, the 
ſum of 15.3 dollars. | 

To John Jervis, for ferriage, horſe- 
hire, &c. the ſum of 12 dollars. 

To the committee of Romboiet Pre- 
cinct, in Ducheſs county, in the 
colony of New-York, the ſum of 
129.4 dollars, 

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, 
the ſum of 67 dollars. 

To Timothy Matlack, for caſh, by 
him paid to Archibald Dick, the 
expences of a guard over a powder 
waggon, 16.4 dollars. 
Ordered, That the faid accounts 

be paid. f 

Ihe Congreſs took into conſidera- 

tion the report of the committee on 

Indian affairs, which, atter debate, 

was recommitted. Re · 
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Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the com- 
mittee of ſafety of Three Lower 
Counties on Delaware, for the ſum 
of 3000 dollars, for the uſe of the 
battalion ordered to be raiſed in that 
Colony ; the ſaid committee to be 
accountable for the expenditure, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Wedneſday, January 24, 1776. 

A letter from the committee of 
Trenton, of January the 23d, was 
read. 

The ſecretary laid before Congreſs 
an account of the repulſe our troops 
met with in their attempt on Que- 
bec, the 31 of December, which 
was read. 

Ordered, 'That the ſame be pub- 
liſhed. | 

Reſolved, That ſuch of the ſol- 
diers, ordered to Canada, as are 
married, and are deſirous of having 
part of their pay given to their 
wives, be indulged; and that the 
captains or paymaſter be directed, 
in future payments of ſuch ſoldiers, 
to deduct ſuch part of their monthly 


ay. 
4 Reſolved, That the preſident be 


directed to inform General Schuy- 
ler, that the return of cannon men- 
tioned in his letter of December 21ſt, 
is miſlaid, and therefore he is deſired 


to make a return as ſoon as poſſible 


of all the cannon and artillery at 
Crown- point and Ticonderoga, ex- 
cluſive of thoſe taken by Colonel 
Knox for General Waſhington. 

Reſolved, That Mr Bankſon be 
appointed a firſt lieutenant, in the 
room of Mr. Morgan, who is in the 
country. 

Information being given to Con- 
greſs, that ſome ſoldiers in the firſt 
Pennſylvania battalion now under or- 
ders to march to Canada, are not 
ſupplied with arms: 

Reſolved, That the commanding 
officer of ſaid battalion be directed 
to make a return of the arms of ſaid 
battalion, and how many are want- 


( 113 ) 


ing, to the preſident of the committee 
of inſpection and obſervation for the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia, 

That the ſaid committee be deſired 
to uſe their utmoſt influence to pro- 
vide good arms for ſuch of ſaid bat- 
talion as may want them. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
ſeven be appointed, to conſider the 
propriety of eſtablithing a war- office, 
and the powers with which the ſaid 
office ſhould be veſted. 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Franklin, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. 
Harriſon, M. Ward, Mr. S. Adams 
and Mr. Morris. 

The committee appointed to pre- 


pare a letter to the inhabitants of Ca- 


nada reported a draft, which being 
read, and conſidered, was approved. 

Ordered, That it be immediately 
tranſlated and printed. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of Car- 
penter Wharton for the ſum of 1000 
dollars, to enable him to ſupply the 
firſt Pennſylvania battalion with pro- 
viſions on their march to Albany; he 
to be accountable. 


Reſolved, That a committee of 


five be appointed, to prepare an ad- 
dreſs to the inhabitants of the United 
Colonies, 

The members choſen, Mr. Dick- 
inſon, Mr, Wilſon, Mr. Hooper, 
Mr. Duane and Mr. Alexander. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 


on the treaſurers, in favour of Colo- 


nel Hazen, for the ſum of 5 33 dollars 
and one-third ; he to to be account- 
able. 

That a like order be drawn in fa- 
vour of Colonel Antil, for the ſum of 
200 dollars. 

That the ſum of 2666 dollars and 
two thirds in ſpecie be advanced to 
Colonel Hazen, for the uſe of the 
battalion to be by him raiſed in Ca- 
nada ; he to be accountable. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Thurſday, January 25, 1776. 

Sundry letters, viz. one from the 

com- 
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committee of Trenton, dated the 
23d of January, one from Ibetſon 
Hamar, and from Doctor Richard 
Huddleſton, of the ſame date, and 
one from the committee of Lancaſter, 
of the 22d of January, were read, 
and referred to the committee of cor- 
reſpondence. | 

A letter from Colonel Maxwell, 
reſpecting the unprepared ſtate of his 
battalion, being read, 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
committee of Trenton, for the ſum 
of 4000 dollars, to purchaſe arms 
for Colonel Maxwell's battalion ; the 
ſaid committee to be accountable. 

Reſolved, Tnat the preſident write 
to the ſaid committee, and to Mr. 
Lowry, ſtimulating them to furniſh 
Colonel's Maxwell's battalion with 
the articles neceſſary for their march ; 
and that the preſident write to Colo- 
nel Maxwell, and direct him to ſend 
forward to Albany the firſt company 
that can be got ready, and that he 
cauſe the other companies to march 
with like expedition, one at a time, 
as faſt as they can be got ready. 

Reſo ved, That a committee of 
three be appointed, to take the exa- 
mination of Brigadier-General Preſ- 
cot and Captain Chace, who are ar- 
rived in Philadelphia, ard report to 
Congreſs. 

Tae members choſen, Mr. Adams, 
Mr. Ward and Mr. Sherman. 

The committee appointed to con- 
ſider of a proper method of paying a 
juſt tribute of gratitude to the memo- 
ry of General Montgomery, brought 
in their report, which was agreed to 
as follows : ; 

It being not only a tribute of gra- 
titude juitly due to the memory of 
thoſe, wio hve peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhed theaiſeives in the glorious 
cauſe of liberty, to perpetuate their 
names, by the mo? durable monu- 
ments erected to their honour, but 


alſo greatly conducive to inſpire poſ- 


1 


terity with an emulation of their il. 
luſtrious actions: 

Reſolved, That, to expreſs the 
veneration of the United Colonies 
for their late general, Richard Moat- 
gomery, and the deep ſenſe they en- 
tertain of the many ſignal and impor- 
tant ſervices of that gallant officer, 
who, after a ſeries of ſucceſſes, amidſt 
the moit diſcouraging difliculit-s, fell 
at length in a gallant attack upon 
Quebec, the capital of Canada, and 
for tranſmitting to future apes, as 
examples truly worthy of imitation, 
his patriotiſm, conduct, boldneis of 
enterprize, inſuperable perſeverance, 
and contempt of danger and death, 
a monument be procured from Paris, 
or any other part of France, with an 
inſcription ſacred to his memory, 
and expreſſive of his amiable charac- 
ter and heroic atchievements. And 
that the continental treaſurers be di- 
reQal to advance a ſum not exceed- 
ing £300 ſterling to Doctor Benja- 
min Franklin, (who is deſired to ſee 
this reſolution properly executed) for 
defraying the expence thereof. 


That Doctor Smith be defired to 


repare and deliver a funeral oration 
in honour of General Montgomery, 
and of thoſe officers and ſoldiers, 
who ſo magnanimouſly fought and 
fell with him in maintaining the prin- 
ciples of American liberty. 

Reſolved, That the direction of 
the fleet fitted out by order of Con- 
greſs, be left to the naval commit- 
tee. 

A letter from General Waſhington, 
dated the 14th of January, being re- 
ceived, was read, and referred to 
the committee of correſpondence. 

Reſolved, That Mr. James Meaſe 
be appointed a commiſſary to ſupply 
the battalions ordered to be raiſed in 
Pennſylvania with the articles al- 
lowed by Congreſs, and that he be 
allowed for his trouble one and one- 
fourth per cent. in full of all charges 


for the money paſling throvgh his 
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hands, and that he give ſecurity for 
the juſt and faithful expenditure of 
the ſame. | 

That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Allen 
take the ſecurity. 

Reſolved, 'That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
delegates of North-Carolina, for the 
ſum of 10,000 dollars, for the uſe of 
the battalions ordered to be raiſed in 
that Colony. 

The committee appointed to take 
the examination of General Preicot 
and Captain Chace, made report of 
their proceedings. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid committee 
be directed to make farther enquiry 
into the character and conduct of Ge- 
neral Preſcot, and inſpect the letters 
of General Schuyler and General 
Montgomery concerning him. 

Retolved, That Colonel Rober- 
deau be requeſted to relieve the guard 
from Trenton, who have charge of 
General Preſcot and Captain Chace, 
with a truſty guard from his batta- 
lion. 

Reſolved, That the fortification 
at Crown Point be not repaired ; and 
that the fortreſs at Ticonderoga be 
repaired and made defenſible; and 
that General Schuyler be deſired to 
make return to Congreſs as ſoon as 
may be of the fize and number of 
cannon, that will be neceſſary to 
fortity that place. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, January 26, 1776. 

A letter from General Lee, dated 
the 22d of January, encloſing a let- 
ter from the committee of ſafety of 
New-York, was received and read. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to repair to New- 
York, to conſult and adviſe with the 
council of ſafety of that Colony, and 
with General Lee, reſpecting the im- 
mediate defence of the city of New- 
York; and that General Lee be di- 
rected to follow the determination of 
the ſaid committee thereupon, 

That it be an inſtruction to the 


ſaid committee, in caſe the city can= 

not be defended, that they earneſtly 

recommend it to the inhabitants im- 

mediately to remove their moſt valu- 

able effects to a place of ſafety. 

That the ſaid committee be farther 
inſtructed to conſult with General 
Lee and the committee of ſafety of 
New-York about the fortifications 
on Hudſon's river, and about forti- 
fying the paſs at Hell-gate. 

The members choſen, Mr. Har- 
riſon, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Allen. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed, to conſider what 
allowance ought to be made for pay- 
ing the troops in New-Jerſey and 
Pennſylvania. 

The members choſen, Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. Alien. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the 
Middle Department, for the ſum of 
1000 dollars; the ſaid commiſſioners 
to be accountable. | 

A petition from ſundry perſons, 
reſpecting the inliſting apprentices, 
was preſented, and read. 

A letter from Pittſburg, dated the 
15th of January, with encloſed pa- 
pers, was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, Fanuary 27, 1776. 

A letter from General Waſhing- 
ton, dated the 19th of January, one 
from the committee at Trenton, dated 
the 24th, one from Lord Stirling, 
dated the 25th, and one from T. 
Lowry, dated the 24th of the ſame 
month, were read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams. 

The committee oi claims reported, 
that there 1s due, 

To Colonel C. Wynkoop, for ex- 
pences in bringing a party of pri- 
ſoners from St. John's, the ſum of 
765.7 dollars, of which 86.2 dol- 
lars ought to be” charged to the 
officers of the ſaid party of priſon- 
ers. Or- 
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Ordered, That the ſame be paid: 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
inſpection of Eſopus or Kingſton, be 
directed to ſupply the priſoners there 
with neceſſary cloathing, and alſo to 
provide them with lodging and pro- 
viſions, not exceeding the rations al- 
lowed to privates in the continental 
army, on the moſt reaſonable terms 

can. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed, to take into con- 
fideration the report of the commiſ- 
froners for Indian affairs in the Mid- 
dle Department, and the ſtate of the 
Indians in ſaid department. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilſon, Mr. Duane, 
and Mr. Rogers. 

Reſolved, That a commiſſion be 
iſued to Cayaſhota, giving him a 
rank of a colonel, and that a ſilver 

t be preſented to him. 

The Congreſs taking into confider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
the caſe of Mr. Juge. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Juge be per- 
mitted to export the manvfactures or 
produce of the colony of Maryland 
(horned cattle, hogs, ſheep and poul- 
try excepted) to any port or place 
whatſoever (except to Great Britain, 
Ireland, Britiſh ifles, the Britiſh 
Weſt-Indies, and except for the ſup- 
ply of the Britſh army or navy in 
America) to the an.ount of the can- 
vas imported by him into the ſaid 
Colony; the ſaid value to be aſcer- 
tained by the committee of inſpection 
and obſervation for the county of 
Balumore. 

Reſolved, nevertheleſs, That the 
indulgence in this inſtance ought not 
to be drawn into example, the 1ame 
being granted to Mr. Juge on ac- 
count of the peculiar circumſtances of 
his caſe ; and that the ſaid Mr. Juge 
be enjoined by the aforetaid commt- 
tee of Baltimore, to avoid, if poſſi- 
ble, all Britiſh ſhips of war and arm- 
ed cutters oa his voyage. 


A memorial from Henry Keppele 


and John Steinmetz was preſented to 
Congreſs, and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer. 
red to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Alexander, and Mr. Wythe, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed, to take into con- 
ſideration the matter of inliſting ap. 
prentices and perſons in debt. 

The members choſen, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. M*Kean and Mr. Wythe. 

The committee to whom the treaty 
held with the Indians at Albany, and 
the letter from V. P. Douw, Eq, 
were referred, brought in their re- 
port; whereupon, | 

Reſolved, 'That in order to preſerve 
the confidence and friendſhip of the 
Indians, and to prevent their ſuffer- 
ing for want of the neceſſaries of 
life, a ſuitable aſſortment of Indian 
ne to the amount of 40, ooo 

erling, be imported on account and 
riſc of the United Colonies. 

That the ſaid goods, when im- 
ported, be divided among the diffe- 
rent departments in the following 
— viz. for the Northern 

epartment,comprehending Canada, 
£13,333 6s 8d ſterling; for the 
Middle Department the like value, 
and the refidue for the Southern De- 
partment. 

That in order to pay for the ſaid 
goods, a quantity of produce of theſe 
Colonies be exported to ſome foreign 
European market, where it will fell 
to the beſt advantage. 

That the ſecret committee be em- 
powered to contract with proper per. 
ions for impor.ing ſaid goods, and 
for exporting produce to pay for the 
ſame. 

That the ſaid goods, when import- 
ed, be delivered to the commiſſioner 
of Indian affairs, for the reſpecthe 
departments, or their order, in the 
proportions before mentioned. 

That tne reipective commiſſioners, 
or ſuch of them as can conveniently 


allemble for that purpoſe, ſhall, 3 
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the goods arrive, fix a price, adding 
to the firlt coſt intereſt, the charge of 
inſurance, and all other charges, and 
alſo a commiſſion not exceeding two 
and an half per cent. on the firſt coft, 
for their own care and trouble in re- 
ceiving, ſtoring and ſelling them to 
the Indian traders; but ſuch com- 
miſſioners as are at the ſame time 
members of Congreſs, ſhall not be 
burthened with this part of the buſi- 
neſs, nor receive any part of the 
aforeſaid commiſſion. 

That no perſon ſhall be permitted 
to trade with the Indians without 
licence from one or more of the com- 
miſſioners of each reſpective depart- 
ment. 

That all traders ſhall diſpoſe of 
their goods at ſuch ſtated reaſonable 
prices, as ſhall be fixed and aſcer- 
tained by the commiſſioners, or a 
majority of ſuch as can conveniently 
aſſemble for that purpoſe in each re- 
ſpective department, and ſhall allow 
4 Indians a reaſonable price for 
their ſkins and furrs, and take no 
unjuſt advantage of their diſtreſs and 
intemperance; and to this end they 
ſhall reſpectively, upon receiving their 
licences, enter into bond to the com- 
miſſioners, for the uſe of the United 
Colonies, in ſuch penalty, as the 
acting commiſſoners or commiſſioner 
ſhall think proper, conditioned for 
the performance of the terms and re- 
gulations above preſcribed, 

That to ſuch licenſed traders only 
the reſpective commiſſioners ſhall de- 
liver the goods, ſo to be imported, 
in ſuch proportions as they ſhall 
judge will beit promote a fair trade, 
and relieve the neceſſities of the In- 
dians. 

That every trader, on receivin 
the goods, ſhall pay to the commiſ- 
ſioners in hand the price at which 
they ſhall be eſtimated; and the 
commiſſioners ſhall, from time to. 
time, as the money ſhall come to 
their hands, tranſmit the ſame to the 
continental treaſurers, deducting on- 


ly the allowance for their trouble as 
aforeſaid. 

That the trade with the Indian 
nations ſhall be carried on at ſuch 
poſts and places only as the commiſ- 
ſioners for each department ſhall re- 
ſpectively appoint. 

That theſe reſolutions ſhall not be 
conſtrued - prevent or debar any 
private perſon from importin 5 
for the indian trade, — 
ſtrictions expreſſed in the aſſociation. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

A letter from Governor Trumbull, 
dated January the zoth, being re- 
ceived, was read. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of Mr. 
James Meaſe, commiſſary, for the 
ſum of 5000 dollars, for the uſe of 
the battalions ordered to be raiſed in 
Pennſylvania. 

The committee to whom were re- 
ferred the letter from General Waſh- 
ington, dated the 19th inſtant, with 
the papers therein mentioned, and 
the letter from Lord Stirling, dated 
the 24th, and the letter from the 
committee at Trenton, dated the 
day laſt mentioned, brought in their 
report ; whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the applications 
made by General Waſhington to the 
governmments of New-Hampſhire, 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay and Connecticut, 
in ſuch an exigency, to raiſe a regi- 
ment in each of thoſe Colonies De 
the ſervice of Canada, were prudent, 
conſiſtent with his duty, and a farther 
manifeſtation of his commendable 
zeal for the good of his country; that 
the ready attention of the ſaid go- 


vernments to thoſe applications, and 


the alacrity with which they under- 
took, and the expedition with which 
they proceed in, the buſineſs, are 
additional proofs of their meritorious 
attachment to the common cauſe, 
and may produce ſignal public advan- 
tages; and that it be recommended 
to the general aſſembly of Maſſachu- 
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ſetts-Bay, to raiſe the like number of Indian affairs in the middle depart. 


matroſſes, and in the like manner, 
and that bo h theſe and the additional 
regiment there be inliſted on the ſame 
terms as thoſe directed to be raiſed for 
this ſervice in New- Hampſhire, Con- 
necticut, New-York and Pennſylva- 
nia, and for this purpoſe that 12,500 

llars be advanced to the delegates 
of Maſſichuſetts-Bay, and forwarded 
by them, with blank military com- 
miſſions for the field-officers, captains 
and ſubalterns, ſigned by the preſi 
dent to the ſaid general aſſembly. 
That the three regiments to be 
raiſed in New-Hampſhire, Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay and Connecticut, for the 
ſervice in Canada, be excluſive of the 
| thirteen intended to reinforce the 
army at Cambridge. X 

That the lots of and damage to ſuch 
fire-arms belonging to the ſoldiers in 
the ſervice of the continent, as ſhall 
happen not through careleſsneſs or 
miſbehaviour, the value being aſcer- 
tained in a proper manner, to be pro- 
vided by the general afſembiies, 
conventions or councils or commit- 
tees of ſafety of the United Colonies 
reſpectively, be made good to the 
owners; and that their arms, after 
their time of ſervice expired, be not 
detained from them. 

That the alertneſs, activity and 
good conduct ot Lord Sterling, and 
the for wardneſs and ſpirit of the gen- 
tlemen, and others, from Elizabeth- 
Town, who voluntarily aſſiſted him 
in taking the ſhip Blue Mountain 
Valley were laud: ble and exemplary ; 
and that Lis lordinip be directed to 
ſecure the capture until the ſurther 
order ot the Congreſs, and that in 
th- mean ume he cauſe ſuch part of 
the loacing, as would otherwiſe pe- 
riih, to be difpoſed of by ſale. 

Ihe committee deſired leave to fit 
again, which was granted. 

\ petition from Doctor Wheelock, 
beiſig laid beiore Congreſs, was read, 
and referred to the committce on 


ment. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 

To Hugh M*Clenahan, an expreſs 
from Pittſburg, for expences, &c, 
the ſum of 46.2 collars, 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
Reſolved, 'That General Pref: 

committed to, and kept in cloſe con- 

finement in, the goal of Philadel- 
phia, till further orders of Congreſs, 

That Captain Chace be remanded 
to Trenton, and permitted to reſide 
with the other officers on his parole, 

A memorial and propoſal of Capt, 
John Nelſon, reſpecting a company 
of rifle-men, was preſented to Con- 
greſs, and read. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed, to confer with 
Captain Nelion. 

The members choſen, Mr. Mor- 
ton, Mr. Wiſner and Mr. Sherman. 

Adjourned to 10 o' clock to-morrow, 
Tueſday, January 30, 1776. 

Reſolved, That Doctor Cadwallder 
and Doctor Shippen, jun. be deſired 
to inſpect the room of the goal where 
General Preſcot is confined, and en- 
quire into the ſtate of his health, and 
report thereon to Congreſs. 

The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Captain Nelſon, brought in 
their report, which was taken into 
conſideration, and thereupon 

Reſolved, That Captain Nelſon's 
company of rifle-men, now raiſed, 
conliiting of one captain, three lieu- 
tenants, four ſurgeons, four cor porals, 
and ſeventy privates, be inliſted for 
the ſervice of Canada, on the ſame 
terms as the other troops ordered for 
that iervice, and that they march to 
Canada, and join a regiment there a 
ſoon as poſſible; that they be allowed 
one quarter of a dollar per day, for 
their ſubſiſtence on their march to 
Albany. 

That fix dollars and two-thirds of 
a dollar bounty be paid to each non- 
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commiſſioned officer and ſoldier, who 
is furniſhed with ſufficient arms, ac- 
coutrements and cloathing for the 
ſervice, upon their entering into the 
ſervice of the Colonies, and one 
month's pay to the commiſſioned 
officers. 

That goo dollars be advanced to 
ſaid Captain Nelſon for that purpoſe, 
and for the ſubſiſtence of ſaid compa- 
ny to Reading. 

Thar the ſum of 700 dollars be 
ſent to the committee of inſpection at 
Reading; that ſaid committee pay 
one month's wages to the non- com- 
miſſioned officers and ſoldiers upon 
their arrival there, and deliver the 
reſidue of ſaid ſum to Capt. Nelſon, 
for the ſubſiſtence of ſaid company 
in their march from thence to Albany ; 
he to account for what money he re- 
ceives with General Schuyler. 

The officers of ſaid company are, 
John Nelſon, captain; Moſes Dicker, 
firſt lieutenant ; Adam Ott, ſecond 
ditto ; Iſaac Newkirk, third ditto. 

The committee to whom General 
Waſhington's letter, of the 14th of 
January, was referred, brought in 
their report, which was taken into 
conſideration, and thereupan 

Reſolved, That all the tent-cloth, 
which can be procured in Philadelphia 
and New-York, be purchaſed for the 
Congreſs, and that the quantity ne- 
ceſſary for the enſuing campaign in 
the army before Boſton, be forwarded 
thither, if ſo much is to be had. 

That it be recommended to the ſe- 
veral aſſemblies in New-England, to 
aſſiſt the general in procuring arms ; 
and that the thanks of the Congreſs 
be given to ſuch of them as have al- 
—— done ſo. 

That Mr. James Meaſe, in Phi- 
ladelphia, and Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alſop 
and Mr. L. Morris, in New. Vork, 
be directed to carry the former reſo- 
lution into execution. 

The committee on the enliſtment 
of apprentices, &c. brought in their 


I19. ) 
report, and the ſame being taken 


into conſidera ion, 

Reſolved, That no apprentice 
whatſoever be enliſted within the co- 
lonies of Neu- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
the counties on Delaware or Mary- 
land, as a ſoluier in the army or na- 
vy of the United Colonies, without 
the conſent of his maſter or miſtreſs 
firlt obtained in w:1ting, and that all 
apprentices now enliſted as ſoldiers in 
the ſaid army or navy, without ſuch 
conſent, be immediately diſcharged 
from the ſervice, on the application 
of their maſter or miſtreſſes, upon 
payment of all juſt and reaſonable 
charges of their enliſtment. 

That it be recommended to all 
creditors, whoſe demands againft any 
perſon who is enliſted, or ſhall enliſt, 
in the continental ſervice, ſhall not 
amount to the value of 35 dollars, not 
to arreſt any ſuch debtor till the ex- 
piration of the time for which he is 
enliſted. 

That every perſon under the age of 
twenty-one years, enliſting himſelf 
in the army or navy aforeſaid, may, 
within 24 hours atter ſuch enliſtment, 
obtain his diſcharge, by refunding 
the money received from the recruit- 
ing officer, and returning ſuch ne- 
cetſaries as may have been ſupplied 


him by the officer, or the value there- 


of in money, : 

Refolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers for the ſum of 1600 
collars, to diſcharge a draught of the 
pay maſter-general, for ſo much de- 

ſited with him, for the uſe of the 
United Colonies. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed, to take into con- 
ſideration an application from the 
committee of ſafety for New-Vork. 

The members choſen, Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Paine, Mr. Paca, Mr. Lee and 
Mr. Rodney. 

Reſolved, That the naval commit- 
tee be impowered to draw on the 
treaſurers for a ſum not exceeding 
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o, ooo dollars, in order to diſcharge 
dry debts by them contracted. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Morris be ad- 

ded to the committee of ſecret cor- 
reſpondence. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, Fanuary 31, 1756. 
Sundry letters, viz. one from Lord 

Sterling, dated the 27th of January, 
one from the committee of Prenton, 
of the zoth, one from Colonel St. 
Clair, of the 27th, and one from 
Colonel Maxwell, of the 31 of the 
' ſame month, were laid before Con- 
greſs and read. | | 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
two be appointed, to confer with 
Colonel Maxwell reſpecting the ſtate 
of his regiment, and report the 
means of facilitating and haſtening 
| The members choſen, Mr. Living- 
ſton and Mr. Wilſon, - : 

A report from DoQor Cadwallader 
and Doctor Shippen, reſpecting the 
room where General Preſcot is con- 
fined, and the ſtate of the general's 
0s hy was laid before Congreſs, and 


The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the letter from Col. St. Clair, 
reſpecting the enliſtment of ſome of 
the priſqners at Lancaſter, 
- Reſolved, 'That the priſoners, who 
have been enliſted into the continental 


army, be diſcharged, and that no. 


more be enliſted. * 
- Ordered, That a copy of the fore- 
going reſolve be ſent to the commit- 
tee of Lancaſter. | f 
The committee to whom ſundry 
letters were referred, on the 27th 
inſtant, brought in a farther report; 
whereupon 
- Reſolved, That Mr. Barbarie, 
owner of the ſloop and cargo ſaid to 
have been taken by the encmy, and 
retaken by one of the continental 
veſſels of war, ought to make and 
- ———— his claim to the ſame beſore 
the court appointed, or to be ap- 
pruned, by the government 6f the 


Colony to which the ſaid floop and 
cargo were carried, to hear and de- 
terminate cauſes civil and maritime, 
where a proceſs ought to be inſlituted, 
to confirm the recapture, and adjuft 
the ſalvage. N | 
The committee appointed to con. 
fer with Colonel Maxwell, brought 
in their report; whereupon 
Reſolved, That Mr. Thomas Low- 
ry, commiſſary for the battalions in 
New-Jerſey, be directed to procure 
all neceſſaries, except arms, for Col. 
Maxwell's regiment immediately, and 
that the coſt of the cloathing and o- 
ther articles abſolutely eſſential, which 
the non-commiſtioned officers and pri- 
vates are to pay for, be by the ſaid 
commiſſary procured forthwith, the 
coſt thereof to be deducted out of the 
ay of the ſaid non- commiſſioned of. 
ficers and ſoldiers; and that the con- 
vention or committee of ſafety of 
New-Jcrſey get the arms already or- 
dered with all poſſible expedition, 
and afford Mr. Lowry all aſſiſtance in 
the execution of the above. 
' That the company in the ſaid re- 
giment, which is neareſt being fur- 
niſhed, be ſupplied by any arms and 
neceſſaries in the ſaid battalion, and 
marched for Canada, and that the 
other companies be furniſhed, and 
marched as ſoon as poſſible. | 
The Congreſs' taking into confi- 
deration the letter from Lord Stirling, 
Reſolyed, That the private adven- 
tures of the captain and mites of the 
tranſport Blue Mountain Valley be 
delivered to them, and that they be 
permitted to retura to England. 
The delegates for Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay laid before Congreſs an account 
of their appointment, by which it 
appears, that 
The Honourable John Hancock, 
Eſq; Mr. Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Eſq; Robert Treat Paine, 
Eſq; Eldridge Geary, Eſq; are elet- 
ted to repreſent the ſaid Colony in 


Congreſs for the year 1776: 


Adjourned to 19 o'clock to-morrow. 
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Thurſday, February 1, 1776. 

Reſolved, 'That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the de- 
legates of Virginia, for the ſum of 
333; dollars, for the uſe of Mr. J. 
Walker, one of the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the ſouthern de- 
partment, the ſaid delegates to be 
accountable. 

Reſolved, That a member be added 
to the committee on the ſtate of the 
treaſury, in the room of Mr. Cuſh- 


ing. 

The member choſen, Mr. S. Adams. 

Reſolved, That General Preſcot be 
allowed the attendance of his ſervant, 
and of a phyſician, in caſe his health 
require it: 

eſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety for Pennſylvania be deſired to 
take the parole of ſuch officers who 
are priſoners now in Philadelphia, 
and order them to their reſpective 
places of reſidence. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
eſtabliſning poſts and expreſſes, and 
after debate, 

Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration thereof be poſtponed, and 
that in the mean while Dr. Franklin 


be directed to write to the poſt-mal- - 


ters, and enquire on what terms ex- 
preſſes can be procured. 
| Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, February 2, 1776. 
Two letters from General Schuyler 
dated 22d and 25th January, accom- 
panied with an account of his expe- 
dition to Tryon county, and encloſ- 
ing ſundry diſpatches from Canada, 
and other * b-ing received, were 
read, and referred to Mr. Wytne, 
Mr. E. Rutledge, an Mr. M Kran. 
A receipt of General Schuyler for 
£7829 9 o Pennſylvania currency, 
equal to 20878. 5 dollars, ſent him by 
order of the zoin of December, was 
laid before Congreſs. | 
A letter from Coionel Wayne be- 
ing read, 


eſolved, That Colonel Wayne be 


dire&ed toquarter his battalion in and 
near Cheſter, until the farther orders 
of Congreſs, or of a committee of 
Congreſs, for that purpoſe appointed. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary deli- 
ver Mr. J. Meaſe a copy of Colonel 
Wayne's letter, ſo far as reſpects the 
ſupplying his battalion with neceſſa- 
ries. 

The committee to whom the me- 
morial of M. Aſpden was referred, 
brought in their report, whereupon 

Reſolved, That Mr. Matthias 
Aſpden be permitted to export in the 
ſloop Tryal, configned to him from 
Port au Prince, the produce or ma- 
nufactures of theſe Colonies (horned 
cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, and 
lumber for making caſks excepted) to 
Port au Prince, to the amount of 
eighteen hundred pounds, Pennſylva- 
nia currency. 

That the above permiſſion be not 
drawn into precedent, and that Mr. 
Aſpden take every poſſible precaution 
to avoid all Britiſh men of war and 
cutters on the voyage. 

The committee to whom the me- 
morial of Keppele and Steinmatz 
was referred, brought in their report, 
whereupon 

Reſolved, That the memorialiſts 
have no juſt claim to ſatis faction or 
reparation for the loſs of their ſhip 
and cargo, ſeized by one of the 
King's ſhips of war, and detained by 
Admiral Graves and General Howe, 
either out of the continental treaſury, 
or out of the value of the cloathing 
ſent hither to ſupply the Britiſh troops 
at Boſton, and interc-pted and diſ- 
poſed of to the ute of th: American 
army. ä 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to take an account 
of che priſoners, he names of the of- 
ficers, and their places of reudence, 
and report the me to Congreis. 

Te members choſen, Mr. M“. 
Kean, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Wiſe 
ner. ä rs 
A memorial from the Rev. Mr. 
| | - Samſon 
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Samſon Occum was read, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Indian af- 
fairs. : 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Mon - 
day next. i 
Monday, February 5, 1776. 
Reſolved, That General Schuyler 
be directed to have the arms of ſuch 
of the troops marching to Canada, as 
paſs through Albany, carefully exa- 
mined there, and tuch of them as are 
Gcficient and want repair exchanged 
for the good effective arms taken from 
the Tones, and to order thoſe ex- 
changed and left, to be repaired. 
The committee to whom General 
Schuyler's letters were referred, 
brought in their report, which was 
taken into conſideration, and there- 


. That General Schuyler 
has proceeded, in diſarming ſuch in- 
_ eaabitanis of the county of Tryon, in 
the colony of New-York, as were diſ- 
aftected, and providing for the future 
tranquility of theſe parts, with fideli- 
ty, prudence, and diſpatch, and at 
the {lame time with a proper temper 
towards -that deluded people, and 
thereby performed a meritorious ſer- 
vice. 

That the chearfulneſs and ready 
aſſiſtance of thoſe who accompanied 
General Schuyler in his march to 
the county of Tryon, and their uſeful 
ſervices in that expedition, diicovered 
ſuch a patriotic ipirit, that it is hoped 
none of them will allow their country- 
men to entertain a ſuſpicion that any 
ignoble motive actuated them, by re- 
quiring a pecuniary reward, eſpecially 

when they were employed in ſuppreſ- 
fing a miſchicf in their own neigh- 
bourhood. 

That the reſolution of Congrels 
of the 18th of laſt month for fencing 
ſhip-wiigats from the cities of New- 

York and Philadelphia, to build bat - 
.teats at Ticonderoga, be ſuperſeded, 
and that General Schuyler be deſired 

to employ any ſuch artificers, as 


he ſhall think proper, in that by. 
neſs. * 


That General Schuyler be deſired 
to iſſue warrants for compleating the 
regiment directed to be raiſed in 
New-York for the ſervice of Canada; 
and that it be recommended to the 
convention of that Colony to appoint 
ſuch officers thereof, as General 
Schuyler hath nominated, 

That the appointments by General 
Schuyler of Mr. Hubbard Brown to 

conductor of artillery, Gyſbert 
Marſeils, Eſq; to be barrack maſter, 
Mr. Peter Schuyler to take charge of 
the arms, and Mr. Philip Van Ran- 
ſelair, to be ſtore keeper at Albany, 
be confirmed; and that General 
Schuyler be deſired to inform Con- 
greſs of the proper ſalaries to be an- 
nexed ro thoie othces. 

That General Schuyler be deſired 
to procure {kilful perſons to afliſt Ge- 
neral Wooiter in exploring the river 
St. Lawrence, and to conſtru the 
armed boats to be kept there, accor- 
ding to a former reſolution of Con- 
greſs. | 
That the bounty given by General 
Schuyler tor eacouraging men into the 
Canadian ſervice be approved, in 
conſideration of the ſevere climate and 
inclement ſeaſon. 

That by the reſolution of Congreſ; 


of the 8th of laſt month, reſpecting 


the proviſion and ftores to be ſent to 


Fort George, it was intended as Ge- 


neral Schuyler underitood 1t, that he 
ſhould be ſupplied with ſuch of thoſe 
articles as hc ſhould require. 

That General Schuyler be defired 
to employ ſuch batteau-men as ate 
in or near Albany, inſtead of thole 
it was recommended to the convention 
of New-York to procure, upon the 
beſt terms he can, and to acquaint 
Congreſs for what wages they wil 
ſor ve. 

That Captain — — Wyncqp 
be employed under Commodore 
Douglaſs in the naval , 
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Ordered, That General Schuyler's 
narrative of his march into Tryon 
county be publiſhed in the news- 
papers. 

The committee to whom the me- 
morial of Samſon Occum, one of the 
Mohegan Indians, in Connecticut, 
was referred, brought in their report, 
whereupon 

Reſolved, That a friendly com- 
merce between the people of the 
United Colonies and the Indians, and 
the propagation of the goſpel, and 
the cultivation of the civil arts _— 
the latter, may produce many an 
ineſtimable advantages to boch; and 
that the commiſſioners for Indian af- 
fairs be deſired to conſider of proper 
places in their reſpective departments 
for the reſidence of miniſters and 
ſchool-maſters, and report the ſame 
to Congreſs. 

That the commiſſioners for Indian 
aFairs in the northern department be 
defired to enquire of Mr. Jacob 
Fowler of the Montauke tribe of 
Indians on Long-Ifland, and Mr. 
Joſeph Johnſon of the Mohegan, 
upon what terms they will reſide 
among the ſix nations of Indians, 
and inſtruct them in the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Dohicky 
Arundel, who was recommended to 
the notice of Congreſs by Mr. Lewis, 
be defired to repair to Gen. Schuyler, 
and that General Schuyler be directed 
to examine him, and if he finds him 
capable, and ſuitably qualified, to 
employ him in the artillery-ſervice in 
Canada. | 

Dr. Cadwallader having, in a let- 
ter to the preſident, repreſented, that 
being ſent for by General Preſcot laſt 
Saturday night, he found him in a 
dangerous ſtate of health, and farther 
expreſſing an apprehenſion, that the 
dampnels of he room may endanger 
the general's life, if he remains there 
long. It was thereupon 

Reſolved, That Dr. Cadwallader 
be deſired to have proper lodgings 


provided for General Preſcot; and 
that General Preſcot be removed from 
the goal to ſaid lodgings, and there 
kept under a'guard. 

'That the commanding officer of 
the troops in the barracks of Phila- 
delphia be directed to keep a proper 
guard over General Preſcot, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, February 6, 1776. 

A letter from the committee of 
ſafety for New-York was read, in- 
forming that General Clintor®arrived 
there on the 4th inſt. but that it was 
apprehended his deftination was to 
the ſouthward. 

Ordered, That a copy of faid let- 
ter be ſent to the Southern Colonies. 

The Congreſs being informed that 
Colonel Heard having performed the 
ſervice enjoined him, was ready to 
make report of his procecdings. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to confer with 
Colonel Heard, and receive his re- 
port. 

The members choſen, Mr. Crane, 
Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. M“ Kean. 

A petition from ſundry captains of 
the New-Jerſey battalions was laid 
be ore Congreſs and read, whereupon 

Reſolved, That the ſum of one 
dollar, and one third of a dollar, be 
allowed to the officers of the two firſt 
New- Jerſey ' battalions, for every re- 
cruit by them raiſed and that has 
paſſed muſter. | 

A letter from the committee of 
Reading in Berks county was read, 
mentioning the arrival of a number 
of priſoners, and deſiring to know 
how they are to be ſupported. 

Reſolved, That the jame be re- 
ferred to the committee appointed to 
contract for ſupplying the priſoners, 

Reſolved, That two members be 
added to ſaid committee in the room 
of thoſe abſent. : 

The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon 
and Mr. Wolcott. 

The committee on the regulations 


of trade after the firſt of March next, 


brought 
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brought in their report, which was 
read. | 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to Thurſday next, then to be 


conſidered in a committee of the 


whole. | 
Reſolved, That General Schuyler- 
be defired to encourage ſutlers to at- 
tend the army in Canada, and that 
they return ſuch ſpecie as they ſhall 
receive for the articles they ſupply it 
with, to the commiſſary, who ſhall 
draw orders, counterſigned by the 
neral, for the amount thereof, upon 
* preſident; by which a ſufficient 
ſtock may be in hand to pay off the 
ſoldiers, and the riſk and expence of 
ſending money for that purpoſe may 
be avoided. 
The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Colonel Heard, laid before 
Congreſs a liſt of nineteen perſons 
taken into cuſtody by him, agreeable 
to the orders of Congreſs, and brought 
to Philadelphia. 
The names of the priſoners are, 
Benjamin Whitehead, Joſeph French, 
John Polhemus, Nathaniel] Moor, 
Samuel Hallet, William Weyman, 
ohn Shoals, John Willet, Gilbert 
an * Daniel Kiſſam, Jacob 


Mott, Gabriel G. Ludlow, Charles 
Hicks, Samuel Martin, Samuel 
Clowes, Thomas Smith, George 


Weeks, David Brooks, John Town- 


ſend. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid priſoners 


be ſent to New- Vork, and delivered 


to the order of the convention of that 
Colony, who are requeſted to confine 
or ſecure the ſaid priſoners, until an 
enquiry be had by the convention in- 
to their conduct, and report thereof 
made to this Congreſs. 

Ordcred, That ihe committee con- 
firm with Colonel Heard about the 
mode of ſending the priſoners to 
New-York. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To George Kennedy, on ſundry cer- 
gficates- by him produced the ſum 


of 427.1 dollars, of which 338.9 
dollars being for rifles, &c. fur. 
niſhed to Captain Morgan's com- 
pany of rifle-men from Virginia, 
ought to be charged to ſaid com- 
pany, and the remainder to the 
continent. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid, 

Reſolved, That a committee of five 
be appointed to bring in a reſolution 
reſpecting the exportation of naval 
ſtores for the public ſervice. 

The members choſen, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine, 
and Mr. S. Adams. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, February 7, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Peter 
Webbers, an expreſs, for the ſum of 
8 dollars, for the time he has been 
detained in town. 

Two letters from Lord Stirling, 
dated the 2d and 5th of this month, 
with ſundry papers encloſed, were 
read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Chaſe, 
Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. Wythe. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
the letter from the committee of ſafe- 
ty for New-Jerſey, reſpecting the 
pri ſoners, and after debate, 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
committed to the committee who 
brought it in, and to the committee 
appointed to take an account of the 
priſoners. 

That it be an inſtruction to the 
committee to examine the capitula- 
tions entered into with the priſoners 
at the time of their ſurrender, to have 
the paroles of the officers taken, to 
order them to their reſpective place; 
of reſidence, to ſee that the capitula- 
tions be du'y obſerved, and the orders 
of Congreſs reipecting the priſoners 
punctuatly carried into xecution, and 
finally to make a return to Congreſs 
of the paroles of the officers, their 
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* . 
names and places of reſidence, and 
alſo the number of privates and where 
placed. 

As only three of the former com- 
mittees are now preſent, viz, Mr. 


Adams, Mr. M Kean, and Mr. 
Smith. 

Reſolved, That two more be ad- 
ded. Res” 


The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon 
and Mr. Wolcott. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Mr. 
James Mcate, for the ſum of 10,000 
dollars, for the uſe of the battalions 


ordered to be raiſed in Pennſylvania, 


he to be accountable. | 

That a hke order be drawn in fa- 
vour of the naval committee, for the 
ſum of 20,000 dollars, to enable 
them to diſcharge the debts by them 
contracted, the ſaid committee to be 
accountable. | 

That the ſum of 250,000 dollars 
be ſent to the pay-maſter-general for 
the uſe of the army at Cambridge. 

The committee on the letters from 
Reading reported, that they have had 
a conference with David Franks, Eſq; 
agent to the contractors for victualling 
the King's troops, who ſays he will 
order rations to be iſſued to the pri- 
ſoners lately brought to Reading, 
whereupon 

Reſolved, That D. Franks, Eſq; 
be permitted to victual the priſoners 
at Reading, and to fell his bills to 
defray the expence thereof. 

That directions be given to Henry 
Holler to furnith ſaid priſoners with 
fuel and other neceſſaries. 

A memorial from Murray, Sanſom, 
and Co. Jacob Watſon, and Frederic 
Rhinelander of the city of New- 
York, was preſented to Congreſs and 
read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to a committee of three. 

The members- choſen, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Nelſon, and Mr. Read, 


A petition of Pierre L'Farque being 


preſented to Congreſs and read, 


$i ) 


Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the ſecret committee. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to examine the 
Journals and report a liſt of the mat- 
ters yet unfiniſhed. 

The members choſen, Mr. E. 
Rutledge, Mr. Duane, and Mr. 
Smith. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, February 8, 1776. 

Reſolved, That the money voted 
yeſterday be ſent to the pay-maſter- 
general, under the care of Colonel 
Bull, and two other truſty perſons. 

The treaſurers tranſmitted to Con- 
greſs an account of ſundry draughts 
by them paid, viz. 

Auguſt 23, 1775. One in favour of 
"Toba Meaſe by Gen. Waſhington, 
for 2665 dollars, 

Nov. 27, 1775. One in favours of 
Dr. Franklin, by James Warren, 
for 7111 dollars, 

February 2, 1776. Onein favour of 
Cox and Furman, by. ditto, for 
1000 dollars. 

Feb. 6, 1776. - One in favour of 
John Beane, by ditto, for 750 
dollars. 

Ordered, That the above ſums be 
charged to the account of James War- 
ren, the pay-maſter-general. 

Reſolved, That à committee of 
three be appointed to contract with a 

roper perſon to ſupply Col. Wayne's 

— with the rations allowed 

them. | 

Alſo with a proper perſon to ſupply 

the Pennſylvania troops on the weſt 

fide of the Suſquehannah ; and with 

a proper perſon to ſupply the batta- 

lion ordered to be raiſed in the coun- 

ties on Delaware, while in that go- 

vernment. 4 
The members choſen, Mr. Mor- 

ton, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Wilſon. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Tench Tilghman, for eſcorting 
money from Philadelphia to Gen. 
— the ſum of 286.9 * 
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To Azariah Dunham on ſundry cer- 
tificates for proviſions to ſeveral 
rifle companies, 25.8 dollars. 

To Melchior Ming, for waggon hire 
in carrying money to Cambridge, 
the ſum of 76 dollars. 

To Moſes Gale, for the entertain- 
ment of Captain Cluggage's com- 
pany of rifle-men, 9.7 dollars to 

paid to Henry Wiiner, Eſq; 

To John B. Scotr, . for expences in 
conducting General Preſcot from 
Trenton to Philadelphia, 14.3 
dollars. 

To George Bunner, for waggon hire 
in carrying money from Philadel- 
phia to General Schuyler, laſt 
November, 39 dollars. | 

To Dennis Sneeden, for ferriage, 
proviſions, &c, the ſum of 50.6 
dollars, to be paid to John Alſop, 


To Jeſſe Jones, for horſe hire, 8.7 
dollars, to be paid to Mr. Dealing. 

To Mark Bird for neceſſaries to pri- 
ſoners, 5.8—10 dollars 

To George Meade and Co. on ſeve- 
ral certificates, 104-4 dollars of 

" which 99.2 being for rifles fur- 

' niſhed Capt. H. Stevenſon's com 

pany ought to be charged to ſaid 
company. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

he committee farther reported, 
that Mr. M*Kean had laid before 
them an account of the application 
of 40 dollars put into his hands by 
Congreſs, by which it appears that 
| there remains in his hands the ſam of 
15-4 dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid 
to Timothy Matlack; he to be ac- 
countable. 

The committee on the diſpoſition 
of the priſoners reported the form ot 
a parole to be figned by the officers, 
which being read was agreed to, as 
follows: 

I being made a 
priſoner of war by the army of the 

hirteen United Colonics in North- 


America, do 12 and engage, on 
my word and honour, and on the 
faith of a gentleman, to depart from 
hence immediately to in the 
Province of being the 
place of my election, and there, or 
within fix miles thereof, to remain 
during the preſent war between Great 
Britain and the ſaid United Colonies, 
or until the Congreſs of the ſaid 
United Colonies, or the aſſembly, 
convention, or committee or council 
of ſafety of the ſaid Colony, ſhall 
order otherwiſe ; and that I will rot 
directly or indirectly, give any intel- 
ligence whatſoever to che enemies of 
the United Colonies, or do or ſay any 
thing in oppoſition to, or in prejudice 
of, the meaſures and proceedings of 
any Congreſs for the ſaid Colonies, 
during the preſent troubles, or until 
I am duly exchanged or diſcharged, 

Give under my hand, this day 
of A. D. 

The ſecret committee to whom the 
petition of Mr. Pierre L*Farque was 
referred, brought in their report, 
whereupon 

Reſolved, Mr. Pierre L*Farque be 
permitted to load the ſloop, in which 
he imported a ſmall quantity of pow- 
der and arms, with the produce of 
theſe Colonies (horned cattle, ſheep, 
hogs, poultry, and lumber for pas 
ing caſks excepted) and export the 
ſame to Martinique. And that the 
ſaid Mr. Pierre L*Farque do take 
every poflible precaution to avoid all 
Britiſh men of war and cutters on the 
voyage, and uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to import into theſe Colonies the 
powder and arms mentioned in his 
memorial, and propoied to be im- 
ported by him. 

The committee on the memorial 
of Sanſom, Murray, and Co. &c. 
brought in their report, which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial from the commitree of 
ſafety for Pennſylvania, reſpecting 
the erecting of powder-mills, was 


preſented to Congreſs and read, 8 
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Ordered to lie on the table. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Dohicky 
Arundel, for the ſum of 100 dollars, 
and that he be directed immediately 
to repair to General Schuyler. 

That a quarter caſk of powder be 
delivered tv Capt. Craig of Colonel 
St. Clair's battalion, for the uſe of 
his company. 

That the ſum of 12,000 dollars be 
advanced to the convention or com- 
mittee of ſafety for New-York, tor 
the uſe of the four battalions ordered 
to be raiſed there; that the ſame be 
tranſmitted by the delegates of that 
Colony, the ſaid convention or com- 
mittee of ſaſety to be accountable. 

A memorial from Dr. Connolly, 
together with a letter from Dr. Ben- 
jamin Ruſh, reſpecting the ſtate of 
ſaid Connolly's health, was preſented 
to Congreſs and read, whereupon 

Reſolved, That the ſaid J. Con- 
nolly be allowed at ſuitable times to 
walk in the priſon-yard or hall, the 
goal keeper taking eſpecial care to 
prevent his eſcape. [ 

The inhabitants of Richmond 
county in the colony of New-York, 
having refuſed to ſend deputies to re- 
preſent them in Provincial Conven- 
tion, and otherwiſe manifeſted their 
enmity and oppoſition to the ſyſtem 
and meafures adopted for preſerving 
the liberties of America, and as a 
juſt puniſhment for their inimical con- 
duct, the inhabitants of that Colony, 
having been prohibited by the con- 
vention from all intercourſe and deal- 
ings with the inhabitants of the ſaid 
county, and this Congreſs being in- 
formed by the committee of ſafety of 
that Colony, that the freeholders of 
the ſaid county did afterwards, with- 
out any oppoſition, elect deputies to 
repreſent them in Provincial Conven- 
tion, but as the proceedings againſt 
them had been ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of Congreſs, it was appre- 
hended the deputies could not be 
received, until the. ſenſe of Con- 
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greſs thereupon ſhould be communi- 
cated, 

Reſolved, therefore, That it be 
referred to the ſaid Provincial Con- 
vention to take ſuch meaſures reſpec- 
ting the admiſſion of the deputies, 
and revoking the interdict againſt the 
inhabitants of ſaid county, as they 
ſhall judge moſt expedient, provided 
that the ſaid deputies and major part 
of the inhabitants of ſaid county 
ſhall ſubſcribe the aſſociation entered 
into in that Colony. 

Reſolved, That Monday the 19th 
day of this month be aſſigned for Dr. 


*Smith to deliver a funeral oration in 


honour of General Montgomery, and 
of thoſe officers and ſoldiers who fo 
magnanimouſly fought and fell with 
him in maintaining the principles of 
American Liberty. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, February 9, 1776. 

Mr. Elbridge Gerry, one of the 
delegates for Maſſachuſetts-Bay ap- 
peared and took his ſeat in Congreſs, 
whereupon the certificate of their ap- 
pointment and powers was read, as 
follous: 

In Council, January 18, 1776. 

Whereas John Hancock, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat 
Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, Eſqrs. 
have been choſen by joint ballot of 
the two houſes of aſſembly, to repre- 
ſent the colony of Maſſachuſetts. Bay 
in New-England, in the American 
Congreſs, until the firſt day of Jan, 
A. D. 1777. 

Reſolved, That they, or any one 
or more of them, are hereby fully 
empowered with the delegates from 
the other American Colonics to con- 
cert, direct, and order ſuch farther 
meaſures, as ſhall to them appear beſt 
calculated for the eftabliſhment, of 
right and liberty to the American 
Colonies, upon a baſis permanent and 
ſecure, againſt the power and art of 
the Britiſh adminiſtration, and guard- 
ed againſt any future encroachments 
of their enemies, with power to ad- 

R 2 ; Journ 
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Journ to ſuch times and places, as Whereupon the Congreſs proceeded 


ſhall appear moſt conducive to the 
public ſafety and advantage. 


Read and accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 
Jonx LowELL, Dep. Sec. pro tem. 


In the houſe of repreſentatives, Jan. 
| 18, 1776. 

Read and concurred. And the 
ſecretary is hereby directed, as ſoon 
as may be, to ſignify to each of thoſe 
gentlemen their appointment, with 
an atteſted copy of this order. 


Sent up for concurrence. 
James WarRen, Speaker. 


In Council, January 18, 1776. 


Read and concurred. 
Joun LoweLr, Dep. Sec. pro tem. 


A true copy, 
Atteſt. PREZ Mokrox, Dep. Sec. 


Sundry letters being received, were 
laid before Cengreſs and read, viz. 

Two from General Waſhington, of 
the 24th and zoth of January, en- 
cloſing a copy of one to General 
Schuyler, 27th January, and a num- 
ber of intercepted letters. 

Three from Gen. Schuyler, 29th 
and 31ſt January, and iſt of Feb. 
encloſing copies of two letters from 
Colonel Arnold, and ſundry other 


Papers. 

One from Governor Trumbull, 3d 
February, with ſundry papers en- 
cloſed. 

Reſolved, That the foregoing let- 

ters be referred to a committee of 
hve. . | 
The members choſen, Mr. Chaſe, 
Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Penn, Mr. 
Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge. 
Two letters from the convention of 
New- Jerſey, of the 6th of February, 
were read. 
The one reſpecting tea, referred 
for con ſideration to Monday next. 
The other recommending perſons 
for field officers of the third battalion, 
ordered to be raifed in that Colony. 
122 


to election, and, 

Elias Dayton was elected colonel. 

Anthony Walton White, lieute- 
tenant-colonel, 

Francis Barber, major. 

A memorial from Mr. Kirkland 
was preſented to Congreſs and read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Congreſs taking into conſi- 
deration the report of the committee 
on the ſecond memorial of Sanſom, 
Murray and company, &c. 

Reſolved, That the memoria'ifts 
be permitted to make ſale of their 
cargo of wheat, in Connecticut, or 
elſe to proceed on their original voyage 
to Falmouth in England, and a mar. 
ket, under the office papers and 
Clearances, with which the ſaid veſſel 
failed with from New-York in Sep- 
tember laſt, and alſo ſubje& to the 
former reſtrictions of Congreſs reſ- 
pecting the appointment of a com- 
mander. 

The Congreſs being informed of 

he arrival of ſome arms, powder and 
ſaltpetre. 
" Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed on the 13th of laſt month to 
purchaſe the ſaltpetre then imported, 
&c. be directed and impowered to 
take every neceſſary meaſure to have 
the ſaltpetre now arrived manufac- 
tured into gun-powder with all poſ- 
fible expedition. 

That two tons of the powder now 
arrived, belonging to the United 
Colonies, be delivered to the com- 
mittee of ſafety for Pennſylyania, in 
part of the powder borrowed of them. 

That one ton of ſaid powder be 
delivered to the delegates: of North 
Carolina, in conſequence of a former 
order of Congreſs, which has not 
yet been complied with. 

That the committee appointed for 
manufacturing the ſaltpetre into gun- 
powder be directed to enquire into 
the ſtate and quantity of the arms, 
powder and ſaltpetre now arrived, 
and report to Congreſs, 
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A memorial from Stacy Hepburn 
was preſented to Congreſs and read. 
Reſolved, Thar it be referred to 
a committee of three. . 

The members choſen, Mr. M“ 
Kean, Mr. Nelſon, and Mr. Penn. 
' Adjonrned to ten o' clock on Mon- 
day next. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 


A letter from General Lee, dated 


the gth inſt. being received, was 
read, wherein he informs, that a 
tranſport with troops was arrived at 
New-York, that more might be ex- 

Red, and therefore that a farther 
reinforcement was neceſſary to ſecure 
and defend that place, whereupon, 

Reſolyed, That it be recommend- 
ed to the convention or committee of 
ſafety of New Jerſey immediately to 
ſend detachments of their minute 
men equal to a battalion, under pro- 

r officers, to New-York, there to 
be under the command of Major Ge- 
neral Lee, 

That it is alſo recommended to 
the committee of ſafety for Pennſyl- 
yania, immediately to ſend detach- 
ments of the four battalions of aſ- 
ſociators in Philadelphia to New- 
York, there to put themſelves under 
the command of General Lee. 

Reſolved, That the colonels of the 
battalions ordered to be raiſed in 
Pennſylvania, be direted to make 
an immediate return to Congreſs of 
the men inliſted, the places where 
they now are, and the manner 1n 
which they are appointed, 

Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſend to New- 
York one ton of the powder be- 
longing to the United Colonies, and 
that the ſame be delivered to the or- 
der of General Lee. 

That the ſaid committee be em- 
powered to purchaſe for the ule of 
the United Colonies, on the- beit 
terms 0 can, what powder and 
arms arrive, belonging to private 
perſons, and that they furniſh with 
good arms ſuch of the three remain- 


mittee to the committee of ſafety for 


. Wayne in procuring blankets for his 


ing companies of the firſt Pennſylva- 
nia battalion deſtined for Canada, as 
may want them, in order that they 
may immediately proceed on their 
march. 

Reſolyed, That fifty tons of ſalt- 
petre be delivered by the ſecret com- 


Pennſylvania, who are requeſted to 
have the ſame manufactured into 
gun-powder in the cheapeſt and moft 
expeditious manner, and that this 
Congreſs will confirm any contracts 
made for the above purpoſe. 

That ten tons ot ſaltpetre be by 
them ſent to Mr. J. B. Livingſton's 
mill in the Colony of New-York, 
and that Mr. Livingſton be deſired 
to manufacture it into powCerias ſoon 
as poſlible, and to enlarge his works 
if it can be conveniently done. | 

That ten tons of ſaltpetre be alſo 
by them ſent to the council of the 
Colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and 
that they be defired to have it manu- 
factured into gun- powder, with all 
poſſible expedition, and ſent to Gene- 
ral Waſhington for the uſe of the army 
under his command, 

Reſolved, That it be recommen- 
ded to the committee of inſpection for 
the county of Cheſter to aid Colonel 


battalion. 
The Congreſs being informed that 
a gentleman was arrived from Cana- 
da, who had matters of importance 
to communicate, 
Ordered, That the committee of 


„ —— 


correſpondence confer with him and 
report to Congreſs. 
Adjourned to ten clock to-morrow, 
1 ve/day, feoruaty 135 1-76. 
Retolv<i; 'ihat an order be drawn 
on the treaiurers in favour of Joha 
Chapman, for the ſum ot exgit hun- 
dred dollars, to diſcharge a drougat 
of che paymalter general, in favour 
of William Thompſon, Eiq; dated 
the 28th of December laſt, and hat 
the {ame be cha; ged to the accoun of 
the paymaſter general, 
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Sundry letters being received were port, which was agreed to as fol. 


read, viz. 


One from the convention of New- 


Jerſey, dated the 1oth, and one 
from Meſſrs. Dayton and Barber of 
the 12th of this month. 

One from Captain John Nevill, 
dated Pittſburgh, February iſt, and 
one from John Gibſon, dated 2oth- 
of January laſt. 

Reſolved, That the two laſt letters 
be referred to the committee of Indian 
affairs in the middle department. 

That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration the 
two former letters. 

The members choſen, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. Adams. 

Reſolved, That an order for eight 
thouſand dollars be drawn on the 
treaſurers in favour of the committee 
of ſafety for the three Lower Coun- 
ties on Delaware, for the ſum of 
$000 dollars, for the uſe of the bat- 
talion raiſing in that government, the 
ſaid committee to be accountable. 

That an order for ten thouſand 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of James Meaſe, for the uſe of 
the Pennſylvania battalions, he to be 
accountable. : 

That Mr. Meaſe be directed to 
ſupply the troops in the barracks 
near Philadelphia, with wooden 
bowls, buckeis and other neceſſa- 
TICS. 

Reſolved, That it be recommen- 
ded to the committee of ſafety for 
Pennſylvania, in caſe the barracks 
near Philadelphia cannot contain all 

the troops raiſed in ſaid Colony, that 
they cauſe part of them to be quar- 
tered in the peſt-houſe and old goal of 
this city. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of Colonel 
Bull, for the ſum of one hundred and 
fifty dollars, to defray his expences in 
carrying money to Cambridge, he to 
be accountable, | - ' 

The committee on the petition of 
Stacy Hepburn brought in their re- 


$ 
That the ſaid petitioner be per. 
mitted to load the {loop Dolphin with 


the produce of theſe Colonies, (live 


ſtock and lumber for making caſks 
excepted) and to tranſport the ſame 
to Hiſpaniola, he promifing to uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to remit the 
amount of ſaid cargo in military ſtores 
into ſome port of this continent as 


ſoon as poſſible. 


The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a reſolution for the exportation 
of naval ſtores brought in the ſame 
which was agreed to as follows: 

Reſolved, That when naval ſtores 


ſhall be wanted in any of the United 


Colonies, the aſſembly, convention, 
or committee of ſafety of ſuch Co- 
lony, may intruſt a proper perſon or 
perſons to import the ſame, taking 
ſufficient ſecurity, of him or them, 
that they will faithfully uſe their 
beſt endeavours to import the ſame 
into ſuch port or ports as the ſaid aſ- 
ſembly, convention, or committee of 
ſafety ſhall direct, and as much as 
poſſible to avoid all Britiſh men of 
war and cutters, giving him or them, 
a certificate or certificates of the na- 
val ſtores wanted, and alſo of his 
having given the ſaid ſecurity : and 
that it be recommended to the con- 
vention, council of ſafety, and com- 
mittees of obſervation and inſpection 
of North-Carolina upon receiving 
ſuch certificates, to permit the perſon 
or perſons producing the ſame to ex- 
port to the Colony applying for the 
ſame, the naval ftores wanted by ſuch 
Colony. | 

That it be further recommended 
to the ſaid convention, council of 
ſafety and committees of iaſpection 
and obſervation in North-Carolina, 
to give permiſſion to ſuch veſſels a 
may have arrived in that Colony for 
thoſe articles, or ſuch of the veſſel 
belonging to that Colony, as they 


may think proper, to export naval 
ores to any of the United 9 — 
taking 


ſecurity 
mentio1 
Reſol 
ſiſtence 
dered tc 
Virgini 
day of! 
time th 
vice. 
The c 
recomm 
cers of t 
be raiſed 
greſs p 
when 
Patric 
colonel c 
Chriſtiai 
Frank E 
Woodfor 
battalior 
tenant c 
wood, E 
Eſq; co 
George 
colonel ; 
jor. Ad 
of the for 
Elqz 1 
Lawſon, 
Peachey, 
talion ; 
leutenan' 
Eſq; ma 
Eſq; colc 
homas 
lonel ; J. 
jor. 
Ordere. 
commiſſio 
that he ſe 
conventio1 
them fille 
officers ap! 
battalions, 
jor. 
Reſolve, 
maſter gen 
the battali 
fr countie: 
thoſe raiſe 
make retu1 


* 


ſecurity as in the other caſes above 
mention£d. 

Reſolved, That the pay and ſub- 
ſiſtence of two of the battalions or- 
dered to be raiſed in the colony of 
Virginia, commence. from the firſt 
day of November laſt ; from which 
time they have been in actual ſer- 
Vice, 

The convention of Virginia having 
recommended perſons for field ofli- 
cers of the fix battalions ordered to 
be raiſed in that Colony, the Con- 
greſs proceeded to an election, 
when i 

Patrick Henry, Eſq; was elected 
colonel of the 1ſt battalion'; William 
Chriſtian, Eſq; lieutenant-colonel ; 
Frank Eppes, Eſq; major. William 
Woodford, Eſq; colonel of the 2d 
battalion ; Charles Scott, Eſq; lieu- 
tenant colonel ; Alexander Spotſ- 
wood, Eſq; major. Hugh Mercer, 
Eſq; colonel of the 3d battalion ; 
George Weedon, Eſq; lieutenant- 
colonel ; Thomas Marſhal Eſq; ma- 
jor. Adam Stephen, Eſq; colonel 
of the fourth battalion ; Iſaac Reade, 
Eſq; lieutenant-colonel ; Robert 
Lawſon, Eſq; major. William 
Peachey, Eſq; colonel of the 5th bat- 
talion; William Crawford, Eſq; 
lieutenant-colonel ; Joſiah Parker, 
Eſq; major. Mordecai Buckner, 
Eſq; colonel of the 6th battalion ; 
Thomas Elliott, Eſq; lieutenant-co- 
lonel ; James Hendricks, Eſq; ma- 
Jor. . 

Ordered, That the preſident fill up 
commiſſions to the above officers, and 
that he ſend blank commiſſions to the 
convention of Virginia to be by 
them filled up with the names of the 
officers appointed by them in the ſaid 
battalions, under the rank of a ma- 


jor. 


Reſolved, That the deputy muſter 
maſter general be directed to muſter 
the battalion raiſed in the three low- 
er counties on Delaware, and alſo 
thoſe raiſed in Pennſylvania, and 
make return to Congreſs, 


Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to confider into 
what departments the middle and 
ſouthern colonies ought to be formed, 
in order that the military operations 
of the Colonies may be carried on in 
a regular and ſyſtematic manner, 

The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Wilſon, Mr. Penn, Mr. Har- 
riſon, and Mr. Alexander. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the de- 
legates of Virginia for the ſum of 
20,000 dollars tor the uſe of the bat- 
talions, ordered to be raiſed there, 
the convention of that Colony to be 
accountable. 

Reſolved, That Mr. M*Kean be 
deſired to requeſt the committee of in- 
ſpection and obſervation for the city 
and liberties of Philadelphia nat to 


proceed in paſſing any cenſures on 


the venders, and uſers of tea, till 
further orders from Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That the detachments 
marching from Philadelphia to New- 
York, under the command of Colo- 
nel Dickinſon be allowed for ſubſiſ- 
tence while on their march, the ſum 
of one dollar and one-third per 
week for each of the privates, and 
non- commiſſioned officers be allowed 
in proportion according to the rations 
allotted to them, and that they re- 
ceive the ſame pay as the four 
Pennſylvania battalions, from the 
time they begin their march. 

That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to confider the beſt method 
of ſubſiſting the troops in New-York, 
and what ſum of money it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſend thither, and alſo what 
ſum cught to be advanced to Colonel 
Dickinton. 

The members choſen Mr. Sher- 
man, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Wilſon. 

A petition from Mr. Bernard Ro- 
mans was preſented to Congreſs and 
read, 

Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the convention of New-York 
to pay Mr. Bernard Romans up 

to 
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to the gth day of the preſent 
th 


month. 
* Reſolved, That an order for 600 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Samuel Fairlamb (who has 
contracted to ſupply Colonel Wayne's 
battalion, quartered in and near 
Cheſter at the rate of J of a dollar 
per ration) to enable him to execute 
his contract, he to be accountable, 
The committee appointed to pre- 
an addreſs to the inhabitants of 
"the United Colonies, brought in a 
draught which was read. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Reſolved, That Captain Gordon, 
upon giving his parole, be permitted, 
while he remains in town, to viſit 
Gen. Preſcot at proper ſeaſons. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, February 14, 1770. 
Reſolved, That two of the braſs 
fix pounders at New-York belonging 
to the United Colonies, be ſent to 
Virginia for the uſe of the forces 


Sundry letters being received were 
read. 
One from General Schuyler of the 
2th of this month. 

One from General Wooſter of 29 

anuary, and one from Gen. Arnold 

of 24th of ſaid month. 3 
Reſolved, That the foregoing let- 

ters with the papers encloſed, be re- 

ferred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. J. Adams and Mr. Chaſe. 

A letter from the committee of 
Amboy dated 1th of this month, 
was read and referred for conſidera- 
tion till to- moriow 

The committee. of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To John Ware for conducting a 
French gentleman from Harwich 
Townſhip in Suſſex County to Phi- 
lade lphia, the ſum of 13.2 Gol- 

lars. 

Ordered that the ſame be paid. - 

Application being made by ſome 
of the maller carpenters employed in 


building the continental frigates to 
ſome members of this houſe, inform. 
ing that about fifty of their journey. 
men and apprentices had engaged as 
volunteers to march with the batta— 
lion of aſſociators for New-Yorl:, and 
that their zeal for the public ſervice 
was ſuch, that they cannot be per- 
ſuaded to deſiſt by any arguments or 
influence of ſaid builders, 

Reſolved, That the ſpirit and zeal 
of the ſaid journeymen and appren- 
tices is highly approved of by Con- 
greſs, but nevertheleſs it is the opi- 
nion of this Congreſs, that the pub. 
lic will be more eſſentially ſerved by 
their continuing at work on the ſaid 
continental frigates, and that there- 
fore all the carpenters journeymen 
and apprentices employed as aforeſaid 
be requeſted to remain in that ſervice, 
as there is no doubt but other aſſo- 
ciators will complete the number 
wanted, 

The Congreſs refolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the regulations and reſtric- 
tions under which the ports ſhould be 
opened after the firſt day of March 
next, and after ſome time ſpent there- 
on, the preſident reſumed the chair, 
and Mr, Ward reported that the 
committee had taken into. conſidera- 
tion the matter referted to them, but 
not having come to a concluſion, de- 
fired leave to fit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com 
mittee of the whole, to take into 
farther conſideration the report of the 
committee on the reſtrictions and re- 
gulations of trade after the firſt of 
March next. 

The committee of correſpondence, 
who were ord-red to confer with the 
gentleman from Canada, brought in 
their report, which was read. 

Reſolved, That the conſideration 
thereof be referred fill to-morrow. 

The committee appointed to conſ- 
der the beſt method of ſubſiſting tht 
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being recei 


troops in New-York, laid their re- 

port on the table. | 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, February 15, 1776. 

Reſolved, 'That the ſecret com- 
mittee deliver one hundred and fifty 
ſtand of arms to Colonel Maxwell, 
for the uſe of ſuch of the companies 
of his battalion as want them, in 
order that they may immediately pro- 
ceed to Canada. 

The committee to whom the letters 
from the convention of New- Jerſey, 
and from the field officers of the third 
battalion, ordered to be raiſed in that 
Colony, were referred, brought®in 
their report, which was read and a- 
greed to as follows : | 

Reſolved, That Colonel Heard be 
directed to furniſh Colonel Dayton 
with ſuch of the arms lately brought 
from Long-Iſland, as are or may be 
fit for ſervice, or ſo many of them as 
Colonel Dayton may deſire. 

That 30,000 dollars be advanced 
to Thomas Lowrey on account, and 
that he be fully authorized to procure 
all neceſſaries (except arms) ordered 
by Congreſs, for the three battalions 
raiſed or to be raiſed in the Colony of 
New-Jerſey. 

That the convention or committee 
of ſafety of New-Jerſey be allowed 
from the continental ſtock, half a 
ton of powder, out of which they 
are to repay what has been borrowed 
from Elizabeth-Town, Somerſet, 
Woodbridge, and Brunſwick. 

That to the ſame convention or 
committee of ſafety be advanced the 
further ſum of 5000 dollars for the 
purpoſe of compleating the three 
battalions there with arms, which 
they are defircd to accompliſh with all 
poſſible expedition. 


Reſolved, That two tons of the 


powder belonging to the continent be 
delivered to the — of Virginia 
for the uſe of the forces in that Co- 
lony. 

Sundry letters by Colonel Ritzema 
being received were read, viz. 


. 


One from General Lee dated the 
11th, and one from Gerteral Schuyler 
of the 4th of this month, with one 
from General Wooſter of the 27th 
January. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letters be 
referred to the committee to whom 
the letters received yeſterday were 
referred, and that the ſaid com- 
mittee be directed to confer with 
— Ritzema, and report to Con- 

reſs. 

Information being received that 
General Clinton was gone from New- 
Vork, the Congreſs came to the 
following reſolution: 

The Congreſs have a proper ſenſe 
of the ſpirit and patriotiſm of the 
aſſociators of the city and liberties of 
Philadelphia, in cheerfully offering 
and preparing to march, in order to 
aſſiſt in the defence of New- Vork; 
but as the danger, which occaſioned 
an application for their ſervice, is at 
preſent over, 


Reſolved, That their march to 


New- Vork be ſuſpended. 

Reſolved, That a pay-maſter be 
appointed tor the troops in Virginia, 
and that his pay be 50 dollars per 
month. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the election, and Benjamin Harriſon, 
jun. of Berkley was choſen. 

The Congreſs taking into conſi- 
deration the report of the committee 
of correſpondence, 

Rofolved, That a committee of 
three, (two of whom to be members 
of Congreſs) be appointed to repair 
to Canada, there to purſue ſuch in- 
ſtructions as ſhall be given them by 
Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Dr. Benja- 
min Franklin, Mr. S. Chaſe, and 
Mr. C. Carroll of Carrolton. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Carroll be re- 
queſted to prevail on Mr. John Car- 
roll to accompany the committee to 
Canada, to aſſiſt them in ſuch mat- 
ters as they ſhall think uſeful. 

That this Congreſs will make pro- 
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viſion to defray * expences which 
may attend this meaſure. 

Reſolved, That eight tons of pow- 
der be immediately ſent to Canada, 
for the uſe of the forces there. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Richard Smith for proviſions fur- 
niſhed by ſundry perſons in New- 

Vork government to Capt. Roſs's 


company of rifle- men, the ſum of 


28.8 dollars. 

To Michael Connolly on account of 

nces in bringing the women 
and children belonging to the 26th 
and 7th regiment from E ſopus to 

Reading, the ſum of 1082.8 dol- 
lars. * 

To Colonel Simes on account of ex- 
pences in bringing the baggage of 
the 26th and 7th regiments from 
Walpack to Lancaſter, and ſeveral 
other ſmall expences, the ſum of 

69 dollars. 

To Thomas M<Enry for 800 canteen 
ſtraps, the ſum of 133 dollars. 

” Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 

be paid. 

The committee to whom the letter 

from the committee of ſafety of 
' New-York of the 3d of January, 
and the letter from Gov. Trumbull 
of the 6th. of the ſame month were 
referred, brouglit in their report, 
which was taken into conſideration, 
whereupon, 

Reſolved, That no farther works 
be erected on Martler's-rock, but 
that thoſe already erected there be 
ſupported and garriſoned. . 

That a faſcine battery to mount 
heavy cannon, not exceeding eighteen 
in number, be thrown up on the 


Gravel- Hill eaſtward of Martler's- 


Rock, marked in the draught L L, 
ſo as to command the weſt point, the 
reach down the rivers from the welt 
point, and part of the reach up the 
river; and that a convenient road be 


opened from this battery to the bar- 


racks on Martler's-Rock. 
That a redoubt of earth and faſ- 


cines be built on the eminence on ths 
eaſt fide of the riyer oppoſite to the 
weſt point marked in the draught A 
to mount thirty guns. 

That it be recommended to the 
convention or committee of ſafety of 
New-York to forward the battery at 
Pooplopen's-Kill; and that the ſaid 
battery be made of earth and faſcines, 
and to mount a number of guns, not 
exceeding forty. 

That ſuch of the continental troops 
as are or may be ſtationed at the a. 
foreſaid places, be employed in erec- 
ting theſe works and batteries under 
the direction of the engineer. 

That it be recommended to the 
convention or committee of ſafety of 
New-York to proſecute the diſcovery 
of the lead mine at New Canaan, 
and that a copy of the report ot 
Joſeph Hopkins to the general aſſem- 
bly of Connecticut reſpecting this 
mine be ſent to them. 

The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the report from the committee of 
the whole houſe, and after debate 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
committed. f 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow morning reſolve it{elf into 
a committee of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the propriety of 
opening the ports, and the reſtric- 
tions and regulations of the trade of 
theſe Colonies after the firſt of March 
next. 

Reſolved, That the committee on 
ways and means to procure cannon, 

be directed to enquire what quantity 
of braſs can be procyred, and that 
they be empowered to contract for 
tie ſame. ES 

Adjourned to g o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to furniſh Colonel 
St. Clair's battalion with arms, and 
that the preſident write to Col. St. 

Clair, and direct him to uſe the ut- 
moit diligence in getting his batts- 
lion ready, and to march the com. 
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can be got ready, to Canada, with 


all poſſible expedition. 


The committee appointed to make 
an eſtimate of the cannon wanted, 
for the defence of the Colonies, and 
to deviſe ways and means for procur- 


ing them, &c. brought in their re- 


rt, which was read, and ordered to 
ie on the table. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolyed itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the propriety of opening 
the ports, and the reſtrictions and 
regulations of the trade of theſe Co- 
lonies after the firſt of March next, 
and after ſome time the preſident re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 

rted that the committee had taken 
into conſideration the matter referred 
to them, but not having come to a 
concluſion, deſired him to move for 
leave to fit again. 

Reſolved, "That this Congreſs will, 
to-morrow morning reſolve itſelf into 
a committee of the whole, to take 
into their farther conſideration the 
propriety of opening the ports, and 
the reſtrictions and regulations of trade 
after the firſt of March next. 
The committee to whom General 
Waſhington and Gen. Schuyler's let- 
ters were referred, laid their report 
SAMET 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, February 17, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an order for ten 
thouſand dollars be drawn on the 
treaſurers in favour of James Meaſe, 
for the uſe of the Pennſylvania bat- 
talions, he to be accountable. 

That Colonel James Irvine, of the 
fixth Pennſylvania battalion, be an- 
thorized and impowered to purchaſe 
good arms for the uſe of his batta- 
lion, the price of the ſame to be de- 
ducted out of the pay of the men. 

The committee on the ſtate of the 
treaſury brought in a report which 
was read, 5 


Reſolved, That a ſtanding com- 
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ies, one at a time, as faſt as they 


mittee of five be appointed for ſuper- 
intending the treaſury. 

That it be the buſineſs of this com- 
mittee, to examine the accounts of 
the treaſurers, and from time to time 
report to Congreſs the ſtate of the 
treaſury. 1 

To conſider of ways and means for 
ſupplying gold and ſilver for the ſup- 
port of the army in Canada. 5 
To employ and inſtruct proper per- 
ſons for liquidating the public ac- 
counts, with the different paymaſters 
and commiſſaries in the continental 
ſervice, and the conventions, com- 
mittees of ſafety and others, who have 
been or. ſhall be intruſted with the 
9 money, and from time to time 
o report the ſtate of ſuch accounts 
to Congreſs. 5 

To ſuperintend the emĩſſion of bills 
of credit. . , 

To obtain from the different aſ- 
ſemblies and conventions of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, accounts of the num- 
ber of inhabitants in each Colony, 
according to the reſolution of Con- 
greſs on that ſubje&, 2 


The members choſen, Mr. Duane, 


Mr. Nelſon, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Smith 


and Mr, Willing. 


The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
the treaſury, | 

Reſolved, That a farther ſum of 
four millions of dollars be emitted on 
the ſame ſecurity, as the ſums here- 
— emitted by Congreſs have 

n. 


That the committee for _— 
ee! 


tending the treaſury be direct 
conſider the numbers and denomina- 
tions of the bills, in which it will be 
proper to emit the above four millions, 
and report to Congreſs. | 

The committee appointed to con- 
ſider into what department the middle 
and ſouthern Colonies ought to be di- 
vided, brought in their report which 
was read. 

The committee to whom ſund 
letters from Brigadier Gen. Arnold, 

S 2 Briga- 


* 
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Brigadier-General Wooſter, Major- 
General Schuyler, and Major-Ge- 
neral Lee were referred, brought in 


their report, which was taken into 


conſideration, whereupon, 


Reſolved, That Major-General 
Lee be directed immediately to repair 
to Canada, and take command of 
the army of the United Colonies in 


that province. 


That Major-General Schuyler be 
directed to repair, as ſoon as his 


health will permit, to New-York, 


and take the command of the forces 
and conduct the military operations 
there; and that the preſident inform 
him by expreſs of this arrangement 


and the reaſons thar led to it. 
That it be recommended to the 


convention or committee of ſafety of 


New-York, to ſupply General Lee 
with a quantity of ſuitable cannon not 
exceeding twelve, and one or more 
mortars, if to be had, with balls, 
ſhells, and other neceſſaries — _ 
or aſſault of Quebec; and that 
—4 aſliſt him in — the ſame 
with all poſſible expedition, : 
That the regiment of Canadians, 
raiting of which is mentioned in 


rizadier-General Arnold's letter of 


the 12th of January laſt, to have been 
put on foot by him, receive the ſame 
pay and be ſubject to the tame regu- 
lations as the other forces employed 


in Canada, and be accounted part of 


the number deſigned to be raiſed for 
that ſervice. 

That the appointment of Captain 
—— Ranſalier, to be deputy-muſter- 
maſter-general of the forces in Ca- 
nada, be confirmed. 

That the / appointment of John 


Halſtcad, Eſq. to be commiſſary for 


the army before Quebec, be con- 


firmed. ] 


That Major-General Schuyler be 
directed to have proviſions ſtored in 


—. places near Hudſon's river, 
tween Albany and the Highlands, 
to ſupply ſuch troops as it may be 
neceſſary to call out of the country, 


That the offer made by General 
Schuyler to pay at the rate of four 
ſhillings per day, for each of the ſleds 
hired to forward the Pennſylvania 
and New-Jerſey forces in their march 
to Canada, be complied with, 

That the officers in the continen. 
tal armies be- enjoined to uſe their 
utmoſt diligence in preventing every 
kind of plunder, and that all who 
ſhall offend herein be puniſhed ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt diſcipline. 

That the reſolves of Congreſs for 
encouraging ſutlers, to attend the 
army in Canada, be publiſhed, with 
the information that, hoſiery, ſhoes 
coarſe linens, ſoap, rum, ſugar, and 


wine are much wanted there. 


That a few artificers, ſuch as ar- 
mourers, ſmiths, carpenters, harneſs- 
makers and wheel-wrights, with pro- 
us perſons to ſuperintend them, be 
orthwith ſent to Canada, 

That it be recommended to the 
convention of New-York, that ſuch 
of the officers, who ſerved faithfully 
in Canada the laſt campaign, as are 
willing to continue there, be prefer- 
red in the new levies of the colony ef 
New-York to others, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be choſen to prepare inſtructions 
for the committee appointed to go to 
Canada. 

The members elected, Mr. ]. 
Adams, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Sher 
man. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will, 
on Tueſday next, reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the propriety of opening 
the ports, and the reſtrictions and re- 
gulations of trade, after the firſt of 
March next. 

Reſolved, That the committee ap- 
pointed to purchaſe, ſundry articles of 
cloathing for the northern army, be 
directed to contra for good ſtrong 
ſhoes for the army in Canada. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee, on 
the method of ſubſiſting the troops 
in New-Vork, &c. 6" "2 
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Reſolved, That the ſum of thirty- 
five thouſand dollars, be advanced to 
the convention or committee of ſafety 
of New-York, for the ſupport of the 
troops employed in the defence of 
that Colony; the ſaid convention or 
committee of ſafety, to. be account- 
able for the expenditure thereof, and 
that an order be drawn on the trea- 
ſurers ſor the above ſum, in favour 
of the delegates of that Colony, who 
are directed to forward the ſame. 
That it be recommended to the 
convention or committee of ſafety of 
New-York, to contract with proper 
perſons for ſupplying the ſaid troops 
with the rations allowed by Congreis, 
and. with fuel and other neceſſaries, 
on the moſt reaſonable terms in their 

wer. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

On an account exhibited by the com- 
mittee of Frederic county, Mary- 
land, to be paid to S. Chaſe, and 

W. Paca, Eiqrs. the ſum of 860.9 

dollars, of which 268.4 being for 

rifles, &c. furniſhed Captain Creſ- 
ſap's company of rifle-men, ought 
to be charged to the ſaid company, 
and the remainder to the continent. 
To Nicholas Hower, tor Waggon- 
age, the ſum of 74.4 dollars, and 
that the ſame ought to be paid to 

Daniel Hower. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, February 19, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment, 
and having — * the oration deli- 
vered in honour of General Montgo- 
mery, and of thoſe officers and ſol- 
diers who magnanimouſly fougkt and 
fell with him, in maintaining the 
principles of liberty. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, February 20, 1776. 

The convention of New- Jerſey 
having made a new choice of dele- 
gates to repreſent that Colony in 
Congreſs, three of ſaid delegates at- 


tending, produced their credentials, 
which were read as follows : 

& In Provincial Convention, News- 
Jerſey, Brunſwick, 14th Feb. 1776. 

Re ſolved, on motion, unanimouſly, 

That William Livingiion, John 
De Hart, Richard Smith, John 
Cooper, and Jonathan Dickenſon 
Sergeant, Eſquires, be delegates to 
repreſent 'this province in the Conti- 
nenta] Congrets, for the {pace of one 
year, or until others ſhall be legally 
appointed in their ſtead, and that 
they or any three or more of them, 
have full and ample power to conſent 
and agree to all meaſures which ſuch 
Congreſs ſhall deem neceſſary ; and 
this province bind themſelves to exe- 
cute, to the urmoſt of their power, 
all reſolutions which the ſaid Con- 
greſs may adopt. And further, if 
the ſaid Congreſs ſhall think neceſ- 
ſary to adjourn, we do authoriſe our 
ſaid delegates to repreſent and act 
for this province, in any -one Con- 
greſs to be held by virtue of ſuch ad- 
journments, during their delegation. 

A true copy from the minutes, 

WILLIAM PATTERSON, Sec.“ 

A letter from General Lee, of the 
17th inſtant, was read. 

A memorial from a number of the 
inhabitants of Northumberland, in 
the colony of Pennſylvania, with ſix 
papers therein encloied, was preſent- 
ed to Congreſs and read. Alſo, 

A petition from ſundry inhabitants 


near Pittſburg, was preſented and 


read, 


Reſolved, That the above-memo- 
rial and petition be referred to a com- 
mitree of five, 

The members choſen, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. W. Livingſton, Mr. Paca, Mr, 
E. Rutledge, and Mr. Chaſe. 

Lieutenant Braſher, who had the 
orders of General Schuyler to con- 
duct a number of Canadian priſoners 
to New-jerſey and Penniylvania, 
having executed his orders, laid his 
inſtructions before Congreſs, which 


were read, Allo Mr. Shallus, quar- 


ter- 
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ter- maſter of the firſt Pennſylvania 
battalion, having had orders to con- 
duct certain priſoners down from 
Kingſton, and having executed his 
orders, laid his inſtructions before 
Congreſs, which were read, 

Reſolved, That theſe be referred 
to the committee on the priſoners. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to deliver to Colonel 
Maxwell, or order, twenty ſtand of 
arms for the uſe of his battalion, he 
to be accountable for the ſame. 

The Congreſs took into confidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
the ways and means of procuring 
cannon, whereupon, WE 

Reſolved, That two hundred and 
fifty, twelve-pounders, fixty, nine- 
pounders, and fixty-two, four-poun- 
ders, be purchaſed for the uſe of theſe 
Colonies. 

That the committee on the ways 
and means of procuring cannon be 
empowered to purchaſe or contract 
for making the ſame. ; 

That a new member be added to 
that committee. 

The member choſen, Mr. W. Li- 
vingſton. vs 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, | 
To Michael Connolly, expences for 

waggon-hire, carrying the priſon- 

ers baggaze from Bethlehem to 

Reading, and his own expences 


four days, the ſum of 160 dollars, be 
To Richard Howell, for tranſporta- 


tion of powder to Burlington, the 

ſum of 3445 dollar s. 

Ordered , That the above accounts 
be paid. 

Reſolved, That Colonel Wayne 
be directed to march with his batta- 
lion to New-York, and put himſelf 
under the command of General Lee, 
or the commanding ofiicer there. 

The Congreſs being informed that 
two priſoners taken at Chamblee, and 
who had leave to ſtay at Newark in 
the province of New-Jerſey, on con- 
dition of their making gun locks, for 


1 


the uſe of the United Colenies, are 
not employed in that work. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid two pri- 
ſoners be ordered to Philadelphia, 
and put under the direction of Mr. 
Rittenhoyſe, to carry on the above 
buſineſs. , 

The Congreſs being informed that 
a quantity of powder belongipg to 
the United Colonies was arrived at 
Brunſwick in New-Jerſey. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Alſop, and Mr. P. Livingſton, be 


directed to forward the ſaid powder 


under a guard, with all poſſible ex- 
* to General Waſhington, 
or the uſe of the army under his 
command, 3 
Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treafurers in favour of Monſ. 
La Juneſſe, for the ſum of 250 dollars, 
for his ſervices in behalf of the 
United Colonies, | 
' Adjourned to 10 o'clack to-morrow, 
Wedneſday, February 21, 1776. 
The committee of claims reported, 


that there is due, 


To Shallus, for his expences 
in conducting priſoners from Alba- 
ny to Trenton, the ſum gf 171 

2 - 7 
o Caſpar Shaaf, for waggonage, 
the ſum of 104 dollars, = = 
the ſame ought to be paid to 8. 
Chaſe, and W. Paca, Eiqrs. 
Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 


d. 

To letters from General Schuy- 
ler of the 1oth and 13th inſtant, be- 
ing received, were read. | 

Reſolved, That the ſame be 1e- 
ferred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. S. Adams. 

A letter from the committee of 
ſafety for Pennſylvania, of the 20th 
inſtant, reſpecting the MWſoners, a 
Lancaſter, was read, 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refar- 
red to the committee on the priſcxers. 

The committee on the treaſury t0 
whom it was referred to conſider tht 
num- 


numbers and denominations of the 
bills, &c. brought in their report, 
which was conſidered and agreed to 
as follows: : 

That the four millions of dollars 
now to be emitted, conſiſt of the fol- 
lowing denominations : 


600,000 of ;; of a dol. 100,000 
600,000 of + do 200,000 
600,000 of 2 do 300,000 
600,000 of 3 do 400,000 
130,436 of 1 do 130,436 
130,437 of 2 do 260,874 
130,436 of 3 do 391,308 
130,435 of 4 do $21,740 
65,217 of 5 do 326,085 
65,217 of 6 do 391,302 
65,217 of 7 do 456,519 
65,217 of 8 do 521,736 
3,182,612 4,000,000 


That the plates engraved for the 
two former emiſſions, be uſed in the 
new emiſſion of the bills from one to 
eight dollars incluſive, and chat thoſe 
bills be expreſſed in the following 
words: | 

No. Dollars. 

This bill entitles the bearer to re- 
ceive Spaniſh milled dollars, 
or the value thereof · in gold or filver, 
according to a reſolution of Congreſs, 


paſſed at Philadelphia, February 17, 


1776. 

That the ſaid bills be ſigned by 
two ſigners, and each different deno- 
mination numbered from No. 1 pto- 
greſſively. 

That one plate with proper devices 
be engraven for the ſmaller bills now 
to be emitted, under the value of one 
dollar. 

That the form of the bills be as 
follows: 

One of a dollar, according 
to a reſolution of Congreſs paſſed at 
Philadelphia, February 17, 1776. 

That each of theſe bills be ſigned 
by one ſigner only, and that each 


different denomination be numbered 


from No. 1 progreſſively, as aforeſaid. 
That Michael Hillegas, Richard 
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Bache, and Stephen Paſchal, Eſqrs. 
be appointed and authorized to in- 
ſpect the preſs. 

That before they enter upon their 
office, they ſhall reſpectively take 
an oath or affirmation to be ad- 
miniſtered to them by any magiſtrate, 
« well and faithfully to execute the 
truſt repoſed ini them by a reſolution 
of Congreſs, as inſpeto:s of the 
preſs, according to the beſt of their 
{kill and judgment,” A certificate 
of which oath or affirmation ſhall be. 
delivered to the committee on the 
treaſury, ; 

That each of the ſaid inſpectors 
reſpectively ſhall be allowed two 
dollars a day for their ſervices, while 
they ſhall be employed in inſpectin 
the preſs, in the execution of ſaid 
truſt, 

Reſolved, That the committee on 
the treaſury be directed to have the 
foregoing reſolutions carried into ex- 
ecution with all convenient diſ- 
patch. 

The committee for receiving the 
applications for officers in the conti- 
nental army reported, that they 
have nominated Mr. Lewis Durham 
for ſurgeon to the third battalion now 
raiſing in the colony of New Jerſey, 
and recommend him to the Con- 
greſs for appointment to the ſaid of- 
fice 


Reſolved, That the report be 
agreed to, and that a commiſſion be 
granted to Mr. Lewis Durham ac- 
cordingly. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock tc-morrow. 
Thurſday, February 22, 1776, 
Two letters from General Waſh- 

ington, both of the gth of this 
month, being received and read, 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letters be 
referred to a committee of the whole 
Congreſs. - 

Accordingly the Congreſs reſolved 
itſelf into a committee of the whole 
to take into conſideration the letters 
juſt received from General Waſhing- 
ton, and after ſome time the reel 
| ent 


dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported that the committee 
had taken into conſideration the 
letters referred to them, but not 
having come to a concluſion, deſired 
him to move for leave to ſit again. 

Reſolvred, That this Congreſ⸗ 
will reſolve itfelf into a committee of 
the whole to take into their farther 
conſideration the letters from Gene- 
ral Waſhington. 

Reſolved, That the march of the 
! battalion of militia to 
New-York be countermanded. 

Reſolved, That orders iſſue to 
quicken Colonel Wayne in getting 
his battalion ready; and that, as 
faſt as he can get a company properly 
equipped, he cauſe it immediately to 
march to New-York. 


Reſolved, That the preſident be ' 


directed to write to the convention 
of New-York, and defire them to in- 
form Congreſs what PR they 
have made in raiſing the four batta- 
lions recommended to be raiſed in 
that Colony for the defence of the ſame. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, February 23, 1776 

Colonel Braxton, a delegate from 
Virginia attending, produced the cre- 
dentials of his appointment, which 
were read as follows: 

Virginia, in Convention, December 15, 
1775. 

The . to the 
order of the day, proceeded to the 
appointment of a delegate to repre- 
ſent this Colony in the general con- 
greſs, in the room of the late Ho- 
nourable Peyton Randolph, Eſq; 
and the members having prepared 
tickets with the name of the del-gate 
to be appointed, and put the ſame in- 
to the ballot-box, Mr. Thomas Lud- 
well Lee, Mr. Carrington, Mr. 
Digges, Mr. William Cabell, and 
Mr. Carter of Lancaſter were ap- 

inted a committee to examine the 
+ ring and report on whom the 
majority fell, and it appearing from 
their report, that there was a majo- 
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rity of the whole convention in favour 
of Carter Braxton, Eſq. 

Reſolved, Therefore that the ſaid 
Carter Braxton, Eſq; be appoint- 
ed a delegate to bs * this Colony 
in the room of the late Honourable 
Peyton Randolph, Eſq; 


Joux FAZEWELL, Cl. of Convention. 


Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 


tee be directed to return to the com- 

mittee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, the 

arms borrowed of them for the ule of 
the continent. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, | 

To Francis Daimon, for tranſlating 
into French the rules and articles for 
the better regulating the continen- 
tal troops, the ſum of 1 34 dollars. 

To Monfr. Meſplet for printing the 
military rules, and French letters 
to the inhabitants of Canada, the 
ſum of 44 dollars. 

To Colonel Harriſon, for expences 
of himſelf, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
Allen, on their journey to New- 
York, the ſum of 150.9 dollars. 

To Jeremiah Traxler, for proviſions, 
&c. for Indians who were in Phi- 
ladelphia in December laſt, the 
ſum of 40.8 dollars, and that the 
ſame ought to be paid to Mr, 
Kachlein. 

To ſundry perſons for rifles furniſhed 
Captain Morgan's company, the 
ſum of 118.3 dollars, which ought 
to be paid to Colonel Nelſon, and 
charged to the ſaid company. 

To Clement Biddle, for ſhot-pouches, 
powder-horns, and bullet-moulds, 
purchaſed by him for the Canada 
2 the ſum of 1169.3 dol- 

ars. 

To ſundry perſons for blankets ſup- 
plied to Captain Price's company), 
the ſum of 32.9 dollars, and the 
ſame ought to be paid ro George 
Read, Eſq; 


To Captain Little, for proviſions 


for guards attending Captain 
Campbell, the ſum of 9.5 dollars. 
To Chriſtian Rhorbec for neceſſ rie: 


furniſhed 
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furniſhed to ſeveral priſoners of the 

7th and 26th regiments, the ſum 

of 9.4 dollars, and that the ſame 
ought to be paid to Adam Kim- 
mel. 

To Henry Shits, for rifles, &c. fur- 
niſhed to Captain Stephenſon's 
company the ſum of 77.6 dol- 
lars, to be charged to the ſaid 
company. 

To Adam Ebraſher, for attending 
ſeveral French nobleſſe, from Alba- 
ny to Briſtol, the ſum of 32 dol- 
lars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to contract for the 
making of muſkets and bayonets for 
the uſe of the United Colonies, and 
to conſider of farther ways and means 
of promoting and encouraging the 
manufacture of fire arms in all parts 
of the United Colonies. 

The members choſen, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 
Lee, and Mr. Morris. 

Reſolved, That the letter of Mr. 
Chriſtopher Liffingwell, dated the 
29th of November 1775, with ſun- 
dry papers relating to the cargo of the 
brig Nancy, be referred to a commit - 
tee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Huntington and Mr. Gerry. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be empowered for the purpoſe 
of procuring arms and ammunition, 
to export the produce of theſe Co- 
lonies, equal to the amount of that 
by them exported in two veſſels lately 
taken by the enemy. 

Reſolved, That the committee, 
for ſuperiatending the treaſury, be 
authorized to employ one or more 
clerks for ſtating, keeping, and li- 
quidating the public accounts under 
their direction, and to provide books, 
and a. ſuitable office for that purpoſe. 

That they have power to call upon 
the different committees of Congreſs, 
aſſemblies, conventions, councils, 


„„ 


* 


or committees of ſafety, continental 
officers, and private perſons, who 
have been or ſhall be intruſted with 
public money, for their accounts and 
vouchers, and for ſuch other mate- 
rials and information, as the ſaid 
committee an the treaſury ſhall jadge 
to be uſeful, in ſtating, checking, 
and auditing the public accounts. 

Reſolved, 'That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſeveral aſſemblies, con- 
ventions, councils, or committees of 
ſafety, and committees of correſpon- 
dence and inſpection in the United 
Colonies, to exert themſelves in de- 
viſing farther ways and means of 
promoting and encouraging the ma- 
nufacture of ſalt- petre, and of intro- 
ducing that manufacture into private 
families, 

That it be recommended to the ſe- 
veral aſſemblies and conventions in 
the United Colonies, that they im- 
mediately eſtabliſh public works in 
each and every county, in their re- 
— Colonies, at the expence of 
uch Colonies, for the manufacture of 
ſalt-petre, and appoint committees 
of their own members immediately to 
ſet up ſuch manufactures. 

That it be recommended to the aſ- 
ſemblies and conventions, councils 
or committees of ſafety, of every 
Colony forthwith to erect powder 
mills in their reſpective Colonies, 
and appoint committees to build ſuch 
mills, and procure perſons well ſkill:4 
in the manufacture of powder, at the 
expence of ſuch Colonies. . 

That a committee of this Congreſs 
to conſiſt of one member from each 
Colony be appointed to conſider of 
further ways and means of promoting 
and encouraging the manufactures of 
ſalt· petre, ſulphur and powder in 
theſe Colonies, and to correſpond 
with the ſeveral aſſemblies and con- 
ventions, and councils or committees 
of ſafety in the ſeveral Colonies, 
that Congreſs may be, from time to 
time, truly informed of the progreſs 
made in theſe manufactures. 

* The 
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The members choſen, Mr. Bart- 
Jett, Mr. Paine, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 
Huntington, Mr. L. Morris, Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 
Read, Mr. Paca, Mr. Braxton, Mr. 
Hewes, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. 
Bullock. | 

Ordered, That the above _—_ 
tions reſpecting ſalt - petre &c. 
— « F 

It being repreſented that Captain 
Harman has inliſted into his company 
and carried with him to Canada, 
thirteen ſervants without the conſent 
of their maſters. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to enquire into 
this matter, and report to Con- 
greſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Willing, and Mr. Wythe, 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs 
will on Monday next reſolve itſelf in- 
to a committee of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the letters from Ge- 
neral Waſhington, &c. 

Ad journed to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, February 26, 1776. 

A letter from General Lee, dated 
22d Inſtant, was read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 
red to a committee of three. 

The members choſen Mr. M“. 
Kean, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. L. 
Morris. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of Carpen- 
ter Wharton for the ſum of 6000 dol- 
lars, he to be accountable. 

A petition from Lieutenant Jocelyn 
Feltham of the 26th regiment, who 


Was taken priſoner at Ticonderoga 


was preſented and read, praying for 
leave to go to Europe for the recove- 
ry of his health. 

Reſolved, That the prayer of his 
petition be granted. 

A repreſentation from the com- 
mittee of inſpection and obſervation 
of the city and liberties of Philadel- 
phia, relative to veſſels load ng with 
produce for Great-Britain, Ireland, 


and the Britiſh Weſt-Indies, was pre. 
ſented to Congrels, and read, where. 
upon | 
Reſolved, Tha no veſſel loading 
for Great-Britain, Ireland, or the 
Britiſh Wett-Indies, be permiited to 
fail until the further order of Con- 
greſs ; and that it be recommended 
to the difterent committees of in- 
ſpection and obſervation to to ſee that 
this reſolution be carried into execu- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the above reſolve 
be publiſhed. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
five be appointed to examine and re- 
port the numbers and circumſtances 
of the permits, and the deſtination 
of the veſſels, to which ſuch permits 
have been granted, for exporting the 
produce of the Colonies in conſe- 
quence of the importation of ammu- 
nition and warlike ſtores ; and that 
the repreſentation of the committee 
of inſpection and obſervation for the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia on 
this ſubject be referred to the ſaid 
committee. 

The members choſey Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Chaſe, Mr. Wilion, Mr. Li- 
vingſton, and Mr. Wythe. 

A letter from the convention of 
New. Jerſey, dated February 24th 
was read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be refer- 
.red to the committee to whom the 
letter from General Lee, was this 
morning committed, 

- Refolved, That an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers in favour of the de- 
legates of Maryland for the ſum of 
twenty-two thouſand dollars, to be 
by them exchanged for gold and filver 
anc. paid back into the treaſury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 

Tueſday, February 27, 1776. 

Reſolved, That Mont. Regonville, 
be permitted to go to Brittol and 
ſpend a week with his relations 
there, and that, after that, he return 
to Philadelphia. | 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 1 
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dollars be paid to Monſ. Dugan for 
his ſervices in the cauſe of the United 
Colonies in Canada, and that it be 
recommended to the command 
officer of the forces of the United 
Colonies in that Province, to advance 
him fo a poſt in the army ſuitable to 
his merit aad ſervices, 

The commiitee to whom the letters 
from Chriſtopher Leſſingwell and 
others concerning the Brigantine 
Nancy commanded by Thomas Davis 
and her cargo were reſerred, brought 
in their report, which being taken 
into conſideration. 

Reſolved, That the caſe of the ſaid 
brigantine and cargo, pertaineth to 
the judicature eſtabliſhed in the Colo- 
ny of Connecticut for hearing and 
determining matters of the ſame 
kind. 

The Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to conſider into what depart- 
ment the middle and ſouthern Colo- 
nies ought to be formed. 

Reloived, That New-York, New- 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the. Lower 
Counties on Delaware, and Mary- 
land, be put into one department 
under the command of one Major 
General, and two Brigadiers General, 
with proper ſtaff, 

That Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, and Georgia be put 
into one other department, under the 
command of one major general, and 
three brigadiers general, with proper 
ſtaff. 

Thac Friday next be aſiigned for 
the clection of major general, briga- 
diers general, and ſtaff officers in the 
foregoing departments. 

Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the convention of New- Jerſey, 
to have the cargo of the tranſport 
Blue Mountain Valley landed, and 
ſecured in ſome ſafe place till further 
orders of Congreſs. 

The order of the day being re- 
newed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 


WW 


Wedneſday, February 28, 1776. 

Refoived, That General 2 be 
directed not to procred to Canada, 
until he receive further orders from 
Congress. 

The committee to whom the letters 
from General Lee and the convention 
of New- Jerſey were referred, brought 
in their report which was read. | 

Reſolved, That the conſideration 
thereof be poſtponed till to-morrow, 

Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to repay to the dele- 
gates of North-Carolina, the four 
hundred weight of powder borrowed 
of that Colony. 

The committee on priſoners, to 
whom the letter from the committee 
of ſafety of Pennſylvania was re- 
ferred, brought in their report, which 
was taken into © conſideration, and 
thereupon, . 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
inſpection and obſervation, for the 
county of Berks in Pennſylvania, be 
authoriſed and requeſted to contract 
upon reaſonable terms for the ſubſiſt- 
ence of ſuch of the priſoners now in 
Reading, as are not ſupplied by Mr. 
Franks, together with the women 
and children belonging to all the pri- 
ſoners there, and for — them 
with fire-wood and other things ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for their ſupport. 

That the committee of inſpection 
and obſervation for the counties, diſ- 
tricts, or towns aſſigned for the reſi- 
dence of priſoners, be impowered to 
ſuperintend their conduct, and in 
caſes of groſs miſbehaviour to confine 
them, and report to Congreſs the 


proceedings had on ſuch occaſions. 


Reſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety of Pennſylvania, agreeable to 
the offer made by them of their ſer- 
vice, of which Congrets have a pro- 
per ſenſe, be authoriſed to diſtributs 
the officers, who are priſoners in 
Lancaſter, in ſuch places within the 
province of Pennſylvania, as to that 
committee ſhall | moſt proper ; 
taking their parole, which if they 
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refuſe to give, the ſaid committee are inſtant, to Lieut. Colonel Warner be 


impowered and directed to confine approved. 


them ; and that in executing this re- 
ſolve, the ſaid committee have regard 
to the reſolutions heretofore made by 
Congreſs, with reſpe& to priſoners 
and their reſidence. * 

A petition of Anthony Marmajou, 
maſter and owner of the brig Little 
Polly cf the ifland of Martinique, 
was preicnted to Congreſs and read, 
whereupon, ED 
Reſolved, That Monſieur Marma- 
jou be permitted to load the Brigan- 
tine Little Poliy, with the produce of 
theſe Colonies (horned cattle, ſheep, 
hogs, poultry, and lumber for wi 
ing caſks excepted) and export the 
© ſame to Martinique. 

Reſolved, 'T nat an order be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of Mr. 
J. Meaie, for the ſum of twenty 
thouſand dollars, he to be account- 
able. | 

The committee to whom the letters 
from General Schuyler, dated the 
10th and 13th of February, and the 
Papers therem mentioned were re- 
terred, brought in their report, which 
was taken into conſideration, where- 
upon, 83 
Reſolved, That a ſufficient quan- 
tity of ſteel be ſent to Gen. Schuyler, 
or the commanding officers at Alba- 
ny, for the armourers and the black- 
ſmiths who are appointed to go and 
work for the Indians, and that the 
delegates of New-]criey be deſired to 
provide and forward the ſame. 
That an account of the money paid 
to the Pennſylvania troops, who have 
marched to Canada, be ſent to Gen. 
Schuyler. | | 

That the Deputy-Muſter-Maſter- 
General, Gunning Bedford, Eſq; be 
directed to repair to his poſt forthwith 
in the northern army in Canada, and 
that he muſter the troops once in 
every month, and make returns to 
Congreſs and the commanding officer. 
© That the orders given by General 
Schuyler, in his letter of the 12th 


oy 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Thurſday, February 29, 1776. 
The colony of New-Hampſhire 

having appointed delegates for the 
preſent year, William Whipple, Efq; 
one of the ſaid delegates attended 
and produced the credentials of their 
appointments, which were read as 
follows : | ; 

« Colony of New-Hampſhire, in the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, Fan. 23, 
1776. 

« Voted. That Jofiah Bartlett, 
John Langdon, and William Whip- 
ple, Eſqrs. be and hereby are ap- 
pointed delegates to repreſent this 
Colony in the Continental Congreſs 
at Philadelphia, for the term of one 
year from this time, any one of them 
in the abſence of the others to have 


full power to repreſent this Colony, 


and that not more than two of them 
attend at one time. | 
gent up for concurrence, 
P. Wurrk, Speaker. 
In Council, gedem die. | 
Read and concurred, 
E. Tnourson, Secretary. 
A true copy from the journal of 
council. a 
Atteſt. .E. Tuoursox, Secretary.” 
A letter of the 14th from General 
Waſhington, incloſing a letter from 
Lord Drummond to Gen. Robinſon, 
and ſundry other papers, was read. 
Apreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
conſideration the letter from General 
Waſhington of the gth inſtant, and 
the trade of the Colonies after the 
iſt of March, and after ſome time 
the preſident reſumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported that the commit- 
tee not having come to a concluſion, 
deſired him to move for leave to fit 
again. 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will, 
to-morrow, again reſolve itſelf into 
a committee of the whole, to take 
into 


into 

from 

trade 
Adjc 


A 
ſafety 
petitic 
{undr' 

Ret 


ſetts-] 
grels 
Colon 

Ret 
for Ii 
claims 
Re 
thirty 
to thi 
ſecret: 
accou! 
at pre 
reaſon 
the na 

Rei 
to-mo 
mittee 


into farther conſideration the letter 
from General Waſhington, and the 
trade of the Colonies. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, March 1, 1776. 

A letter from the committee of 
ſafety of New-Hampſhire, with a 
petition from the ſaid Colony, and 
{undry other papers were read, 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Braxton, and Mr. Franklin. 

A petition from the inhabitants of 
Falmouth being preſented was read. 
Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. W. 
Livingſton, Mr. Read, and Mr. Paca. 

A letter from J. Meaſe, commiſſary, 
with ſundry queries to which he re- 
queſts the anſwers of Congreſs, that 
he may know how to conduct in the 
buſineſs intruſted to him, was laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ſerred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Rut- 

ledge, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Hewes. 
A memorial of the merchants, 
traders, and others, of the city of 
Philadelphia, was preſented and read. 
Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of the whole. 
Ihe general aſſembly of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay having tranſmitted to Con- 
greſs a ſtate of the accounts of their 
Colony againſt the continent, 

Reſolved, That they be referred 

for liquidation to the committee of 
claims. 
Reſolved, That an addition of 
thirty-four dollars a month be added 
to the pay of Joſeph Read, Eſq; 
ſecretary to General Waſhington, on 
account of the extraordinary ſervices 
at preſent attending that office, by 
reaſon of the General's direction of 
the naval department. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittce of the whole, to take into 


© 


conſideration the letter of General 


Waſhington of the 14th, with the 


papers encloſed, 


Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to treat with the 
owners of ſome medicines lately im- 
ported, and to purchaſe the ſame on 
the moſt reaſonable terms for the uſe 
of the continent. | 

Reſolved, That Major-Gen. Lee 
be appointed to take the command of 
the continental forces in the ſouthern 
department. 

The Congreſs proceeded to the e- 
leftion of fix brigadier-generals, and 
the ballots being delivered in and ex- 
amined the following gentlemen were 
choſen. 

John Armſtrong, Eſq; William 
Thompſon, Eſq; Andrew Lewis, 
Eſq; — Moore, Eſq; the Right 
Honourable William, Earl of Sur- 
lng; Robert Howe, Eſq; 


eſolved, That Brigadier-General 


Armſtrong be directed to repair to 
South-Carolina, Brigadiers Lewis and 


Howe to Virginia, and Brigadier 


Moore to North-Carolina, and to 
take the command of the forces in 
thoſe reſpective Colonies, until they 
receive further orders from Congrels, 
or a ſuperior officer, 
Reſolved, That Brigadier-General 
Thompſon be directed to repair to 
New-Vork. 
The orders of the day being poſt - 
poned, | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday, 
Monday, March 4, 1776. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Aliop be ap- 
pointed a member of the committee 
of claims in the room of Mr. Lewis 
who is abſent, and Mr. Whipple in 
the room of Mr. Bartlett, who de- 
ſires to be excuſed from that ſervice. 
Reſolved, That in caſe of the ab- 
ſence of any ſtanding member of the 
committee of claims, the delegates of 
the Colony to which he belongs, be 
impowered to nominate one of their 
number to act in the ſtead of the ab- 
ſent member, till his return. 


Sundry 
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Sundry letters and papers were re- 
ceived and read, viz. 

A letter from the convention of 
New-York, of 28th February incloſ- 
ing a recommendation of gentlemen 
for field officers of the four battalions 
ordered to be raiſed in that Colony. 

A memorial from ſundry merchants 
of Montreal. 

A reſolution of the committee of 
inſpection for the county of Acco- 


mac. 


Two letters from Brigadier-General 
Wooſter of the 11th and 13th Feb. 
with ſeven papers encloſed. | 

Two from Brigadier-General Ar- 
nold, of the iſt and 12th of Te- 
bruary. 

Four from General Schuyler of the 
15th, 2oth, 21ſt, and 23d of the 
ſame month. - + 

One from General Lee of the 29th. 

One from the convention of New- 
Hampſhire, of the 8th. 

And one from the committee of 
ſafety of Pennſylvania. | : 

Reſolved, That the memorial from 
the merchants of Montreal, be re- 
ferred to a committee of five, 

The members choſen, Mr. Wil- 
fon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. W. Li- 
vingſton, Mr. R. Morris, and Mr. 
Tilghman. 

hat the reſolution from the com- 
mittce of Accomac, be referred to 
the committee of the whole Con- 
greſs. 

That the letters from M. jor-Gene- 
rals Lee and Schuyler, and from Bri- 
gadier Generals Wooſter and Arnold 
be referred to the committee appointed 
to- prepare inſtructions for the com- 
miſſionets to Canada. 

That the other letters be referred 
for con ſideratiun ill to-morrow. 

The committee appointed to exa- 
mine and report the number and cir- 
cumſtances of tue permits granted for 
exporting produce, &c. brought in 
their report, wich was taken into 
conſideration, wherenpon, 


Reſolved, That the reſtraint be 


taken off, which by a reſolve of the 
26th of laſt month was laid upon 
veſſels loading or loaded with produce 
for Great-Britain, Ireland or the 
Britiſh Weſt-Indies, in conſequence 
of permiſſions granted for arms and 
ammunition imported into theie Co- 
lonies. 

Retolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed with all poſſible 
expedition to ſend, under a guard, 
ten tons of powder to Cambridge for 
the uſe of the army under the com- 
mand of Generai Waſhington. 

The committee to whom the me- 
morial from ſundry inhabitants of 
Northumberland, and the petition 
from the inhabitants near Pitſburgh 
were referred, brought in their re- 
port which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table for 
the peruſal of the members. 


Reſolved, That Colonel Belete, 


Major Longevil, and Captain Lot- 
tiniere; three of the Canadian pri- 
ſoners who are at Briſtol in Penniyl- 


vania, be permitted to come to Phi- 


ladelphia, to confer with the com- 
mittee on priſoners. 

The order of the day being re- 
neived, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Tueſday, March 5, 1776. 

Two letters from General Schuyler 
of the 26th and 27th February, with 
four papers incloſed, among which a 
letter from James Deane to General 
Schuyler of the 24th of the ſame 
month, 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
James Deane be referred to a com- 
mittee of three, 

The members choſen, Mr. Rut- 
ledge, Mi. Wyche, and Mr. W. 
Livingſton. 

The Congreſs took into con ſider- 
ation the report of th: committee on 
the memorial from the inhabitants 
of Northumberland, &c. where- 
upon, | 

Reſolved, As the ſaid memorial 
relates merely to diſputes between the 
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referred 


memorialiſts and other inhabitants of 
ſaid county, and to complaints againſt 
juſtices of the peace of the ſaid coun- 
ty, and as the common courts of ju- 
dicature, and eſpecially the legiſlature 
of the colony of Pennſylvania are al- 
together competent for remedying the 
grievances complained of, that the 
ſaid memorial with the papers there- 
with delivered, be tranſmitted to the 
aſſembly of ſaid Colony. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to 
take into conſideration the letter from 
General Waſhington of the 14th of 
February, and the papers incloſed, 
and after ſome time the preſident re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Harriſon 
reported, that the committee have 
had under conſideration the letter 
and papers to them referred, but have 
come to no reſolution thereon. 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
General Waſhington, ſo far as it has 
not been conſidered by the committee 
of the whole, be referred to the com- 
mittee, to whom his other letters of 
the 24th and zoth of January were 
referred. | 

The order of the day being re- 
newed a 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 
Wedneſday, March 6, 1776. 

A letter from General Waſhington 
of the 26th February was read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the committee to whom his other let- 
ters are referred. 

A letter from J. Palmer, incloſing 
a report of a committee ot the general 
aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts-Bay re- 
ſpecting lead, was read. 

Reſolved, That the committee 
appointed on the ziſt of July laſt, 
to enquire in all the Colonies atter 
virgin- lead, leaden ore, aud the beſt 
method of collecting, ſmelt:ng, and 
refining it, and alſo the cheapelt and 
eaheit methods of making ſalt in theie 
Colonies, be diſcharged, and that 
the buſineſs of the ſaid committee be 
referred to the committee appointed 
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on the 23d of February laſt, to con- 


ſider of farther ways and means of 


promoting and encouraging the ma- 
nufaQure of ſalt-petre, &c. 

Reſolved, That the letter from J. 
Palmer with the incloſed report be 
referred to the laſt mentioned com- 
mittee. 

A letter from General Waſhing- 
ton dated 18th and 21ſt of February 
laſt, incloſing the proceedings of a 
council of war, was read. 

Reſolved, That Brigadier-Gene- 


ral Thomas be appointed to command 


the forces in Canada, and that Ge- 

neral Waſhington be directed to or- 

der him immediately to repair to that 
rovince. 

Reſolved, That Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Thomas be promoted to the rank 
of a Major-General, and that a 
commiſſion be ſent to him accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered, That the preſident ac- 
quaint General Waſhington by ex- 
preſs of this arrangement. 

Reſolved, As ſundry members of 
the marine committee are abſent, 
that their places be ſupplied by Mr. 
Huntingdon for Connecticut; Mr. 
Sergeant for New-Jerſey ; Mr. Har- 
riſon for Virginia; and Mr. E. Rut- 
ledge for South-Carolina. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſend five tons of 
powder to New-Vork for the uſe of 
the continental troops there, and five 
tons of powder to the Southern De- 
partment for the uſe of the troops in 
{aid Department. 

That the ſaid committee be dire&- 
ed to return ta the colony of Mary- 
land the powder borrowed by Mr. 
Harriſon, and to the colony of New- 
York, and to the committee of ſafety 
of Pennſylvania the powder borrowed 
of them. 

That the ſaid commintee be direct- 
ed to deliver to the delegates of the 
Delaware government one ton of 
powder, for which they are to be 
accountable, and to the delegates of 

New- 
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New- Jerſey one ton of powder, for 
which that Colony to be accountable. 

Reſolved, That the preſident in- 
form General Schuyler, that the 
Congreſs judge it neceſſary he ſhould 
remain at Albany to make the pro- 

arrangements reſpecting the army 
deftined for Canada, and therefore 
that he eſtabliſh his head-quarters at 
Albany until further orders. 
Reſolved, That Thomas Bullet, 
Eſq; be .appointed deputy-adjutant- 
general in the Southern Department, 
with the rank of lieutenant- colonel. 

Reſolved; That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to deliver to Colo- 
nel Wayne the arms in their poſſeſ- 
fion, for the uſe of his battalion, 
retaining ſo many as wil! be neceſſary 
for the guard that is to attend the 
powder to Cambridge. 

The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, March 7, 1776. 

A letter from General Waſhington 
of the gth of February, and a letter 
from General Schuyler of the 23d of 
the ſame month, were received and 
read, | 

Reſolved, That an order for one 
hundred thouſand dollars be drawn 
on the treaſurers, in favour of the 
delegates of Connecticut, in part of 
the money advanced by ſaid Colony 
on account of the continent; and 
that the ſaid Colony be deſired to 
ſend forward their accounts with pro- 
per vouchers, in order for liquida- 
tion and payment. 

The Congreſs being informed that 
Iſaac Melchior, on the evening of 
Saturday 1, treated the preſident 
of this Congre!s with great tudęneſs, 
and made uſe of ſeveral diſre pectful 
and contemptuous expreihons towards 
him and this Congrels. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Iſaac Mel- 
chior attend the Congreis ro-morrow 
morning at eleven o'clock to anſwer 
for his conduct. 

Reſolved, That Edward Hand, 


Eſq; be promoted to be colonel of 


the battalion of rifle-men in the army 
at Cambridge, and James Chambers, 
Eſq; to be lieutenant-colonel of the 
ſame. 

That William Winds, Eſa; be 
promoted to be colonel of the firſt 
New- Jerſey battalion, and that Mat- 
thias Ogden, Eſq; be appointed 
lieutenant-colonel of the ſame. 

Reſolved, That the committee on 
qualifications be directed to ſupply 
the firſt and third New- Jerſey batta- 
lions with proper medicine cheſts 
and inſtruments. 

A letter from Lord Stirling, with 
affidavits, relative to the capture of 
the Amboy packet- boat, was laid 
before Congreſs, and read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the committee to whom the letters 
from General Waſhington were re- 


ferred. 


The committee, to whom the let- 
ter from the committee of ſafety of 
New Hampſhire was referred, brought 
in their report, which was read. 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 

To Hall and Sellers, for printing 
the continental bills of credit, the 
ſum of 1735.4 dollars. 

To Frederick Becking, for 102 reams 
of paper for the continental bills 
- credit, the ſum of 707.2 dol- 
ars. 


To the eſtate of David Hall, de. 


ceaſed, for ſtationary for the ſer- 
vice of Congreſs, the ſum of 50.6 
dollars. 

To Robert Erwin, for twenty cords 
of wood, the ſum of 80 dollars. 
To Wallore Meng, for canteen ſtraps, 

the ſum of 84.3 dollars. 

To Jared Tracey, for carrying mo- 
ney from Philadelphia to Cam- 
bridge, the ſum of 36 dollars, and 
that the ſame ought to be paid to 
Jottah Bartlett, Eiq. 

To ſun g ries on certificates for provi- 
ſions ſurniſhed ſeverati rifle compa- 
nics, the ſum of 35. 3 dollars, and 


that the ſame ought to be py 
0 


Joan Aiop, Eiq. 
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To Thomas Apty, for boarding ſe- 
veral priſoners taken from on board 
the Rebecca and Ann, the ſum of 
54-7 dollars. 

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, 
the ſam of 637.7 dollars. 
Ordered, That the above accounts 

be paid. 

Reſolved, That to-mcrrow be aſ- 
ſigned for electing the field officers 
of the four battahons ordered to be 
raiſed in the colony of New-York. 

The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, March 8, wi 
Agreeable to the order of the day, 
the Congreſs proceeded to the elec- 
tion of field officers of the four batta- 
lions, ordered to be raiſed in the co- 
lony of New-York for the defence of 
the ſaid colony, and the ballots being 
taken, the following gentlemen were 
choſen : Alexander M<Dougal, Eſq; 
colonel of the iſt battalion ; Herman 

Zedwitz, Eſq; lieutenant-colonel-; 

Joſeph Benedict, Eſq; major. James 

Clinton, Eſq; colonel of the 2d bat- 

talion; Henry B. Livingſton, Eſq; 

leutenant-colonel ; Peter P. Schuy- 
ler, Eſq; major. Frederick Wieſen- 
fels, Eſq; lieutenant-colonel of the 
4d battalion ; John Fiſher, Eſq; ma- 
jor. Cornelius D. Wynkoop, Eſq; 
colonel of the 4th battalion; Philip 

Courtlandt, Eſq; lieutenant-colonel ; 

John Nicholſon, Eſq; major. 

The Congreſs being informed that 
Mr. Melchior was attending agree- 
able to the order of yeſterday : 

Ordered, That he be called in. 

Mr. Melchior appcaring, the par- 
ticulars of the charge were repeated 
to him, and on his aſſuring the houſe 
of his not remembering his having 
behaved with the diſreſpect mention- 
ed, owing to the particular ciccum- 
ſtances he happened to be under, and 
aking pardon of the Congreſs and 
Preſident for his indecent behaviour, 

Ordered, That in conſideration of 


Mr. Meichior's former ſervices and- 


his preſent conceſſions, he be diſmiſ- 
ſed from farther attendance. 
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. jor General Schuyler, Brigadier Ge- 


The committee to whom the let- 
ters from Major General Lee, Ma- 


neral Wooſter, and Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Arnold were referred, brought 
in their report, which was taken into 
confideration, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the commiſſioners 
appointed to go to Caneda, be de- 
fired to inquire into the cauſe of the 
impriſonment of the officers of militia 
in that country and others, and take 
ſach meaſures in concert with the 
commanding officer of the continental 
forces there, for their enlargement or 
confinement, as are conſiſtent with 
the principles of juſtice and the ſafety 
of the United Colonies. 

That the proviſions made by Gene- 
ral Lee and General Schuyler to ſu 
ply the army in Canada with pork, 
the direQion given by General Lee 
to have wheat ground into flour for 
their uſe, and his contract with the 
company of carpenters be approved 
and that Mr. Peter Zabriſkie, of 
Hackinſack, be employed to tranſ- 
port the pork, to be procured in 
New-Jerſey, to Hudſon's river, ac- 
cording to General Schuyler's deſire. 

That when the articles ſpecified, 
in the rations allowed to the priſoners 
of war, cannot be-procured, the per- 
ſons who ſupply them with other pro- 
viſions be intitled to eight-pence, 
New-York currency, or r of a dol- 
lar per day for every priſoner. 

That Indians be not employed as 
ſoldiers .in the armies of the United 
Colonies, before the tribes, to which 
they belong, ſhall in a national coun- 
cil, held in the cuſtomary manner, 
have conſented thereunto, nor then 
without expreſs approbation of Con- 


3, 
”" That General Schuyler be directed 
to provide ſuch a number of batteaus - 
for the ſervice in Canada, as ſhall be 
ſufficient for it. 

That General Schuyler be deſired 
to purchaſe the cloth, which Mr. 
m_ of Albany hath for tents. 
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Refolved, That a committee of Reſolved, That 4 committee of 


three be appointed to inquire and 
teport the beſt ways and means of 
ſupplying the army in Canada with 
proviſions and neceſſaries. 

The members choſen, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Wolcott, and Mr. IL. Morris. 

Reſolved, 'T'hat an order for 10,000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers, in 
favour of the committee appointed 
to contract for the making of mui- 


quets, the ſaid committee to be ac- 


countable. 

A letter from Colonel Hazen, of 
the 18th of February laft, incloſing 
an account and eſtimate of the lofirs 
——_ ſuſtained, was received and 
Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to Mr, Wythe, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Ward, and Mr. 8. Adams, who 
are directed to examine the ſaid ac- 
count, and report upon the ſeveral 
articles. 

A letter from Governor Trumbull, 
of the 2d, and a letter from General 
Lee, of the 5th, being received, 
were read 


Adjourned to 10 Oe to-morrow. 
Saturday, March g. 1776. 
Refolved, That a letter be written 
to General Waſhington, defiring him 
to ſend Captain Connor, of the rifle 
battalion to Philadelphia, the Con- 
greſs having occaſion to empluy him 
in the Southern Department, 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare inſtructions for the commiſſion- 
ers going to Canada, brought in a 
draught which was read, a 

Ordered, To lie on the table for 
the peruſal of the members. 

Tuo petitions, one from Stephen 
Decatur, maſter of the ſchooner 
L'Eſperience, and one from John 
Baptiſto H ce, maſter of the 
Tartar the Mare Anthony, were pre- 
ſeated to Congreſs and read, praying 
leave to export certain ſpecies of pro- 
duce, on conditions ſpecified in their 
petitions, 


Reſolved, That the prayer of ſaid 


_ petitions be granted. 


five be appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the ſtate of the Colonies in 
the Southern Department. 

The members choſen, Mr. John. 
ſon, Mr. Jay, Mr. Adams, Mr, 
* and Mr. Sherman, 

efolved, That the following gen- 
tlemen be appointed and authorized 
to ſign and number the bills of credit 
of four millions of dollars, now emit- 
ting, viz. 

Samuel Morris, John Kaighn, 
Nicholas Garriſon, Joſeph Watkins, 
Anthony Morris, Frederic Kuhl, 
Matthew Clarkſon, John Ord, Wil- 
liam Webb, Iſaac Hazlehurſt, Tho- 
mas Morris, Mordecai Lewis, Cor- 
nelius Barnes, * B. Smith, 
Robert Tucknifſs, Thomas Coombe, 
Daniel Clymer, George Campbell, 
— Parker, Robert Evans, Adam 

ubly, Joel Evans, John Meaſe, 
John Purviance, Robert Hazlehurft, 
Walter Shee, Joſeph Redman, Phi- 
neas Bond, William Maſters, John 
Salter, John Howard, "Thomas Leech, 
Thomas Smith, Philip Kinſey, Ro- 
bert Roberts, Iſaac Howell, James 
Milligan, Tench Tilghman, Joſeph 
Bullock, David Duncan, John Shaw, 
jun. James Johnſon, Benjamin Bran- 
nan, Samuel Sellers, Haac Pearſon, 
John Sellers, Benjamin Jacobs, Iſracl 
Wheeler, Jofiah Hewes, Andrew 
Tybout, George Douglaſs, Peter 
Stretch, Samuel C. Morris, Samuel 
Hillegas, Nathan Scllers, George 
Gray, jun. James Aſh, Samuel 
Maſſey, John Williams, and William 
Coats. 

Reſolved, That before the fgners 
enter their office, they ſhall re- 
ſpectively take an oath or affirmation 


before any magiſtrate, which ſhall 


be filed with the committee of trea- 
ſury, to the following effect ; that 
they ſhall well and truly fign and 
number all the bills to be delivered to 
them by the inſpectors of the preſs 
appointed by the Congreſs, and the 
ſame ſo ſigned and numbered, 2 
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continental treaſurers, 


deliver or cauſe to be delivered to the 
or one of 
them, 

And for avoiding the dangers from 
fre, robbery, or negligence, 

Reſolved, I hat the in ſpectors of 
the preſs ſhall not deliver to any claſs 
of figr ers more than two parcels of 
two hundred ſheets each, to be in 
their hands at any one time, 

Reſolved, That no oath by yay of 
teſt be impoſed upon, exatted, or 
required of any of the inhatntants of 
theſe Colonies, by any military offi- 
cers. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittce be directed to deliver one ton 
of powder to the delegates of Mary- 
land, for the public ſervice in that 
Colony. 

The ſcveral matters to this day te- 


ferred being poſtponed. 
——2 to 10 o'clock on Mon- 


day next. 
Monday, March 11; 1776. 

A letter from Lord Stirling of the 
$th incloſing three papers ; and, 

A letter of the convention of Neu- 
York of the 7th, inclofing an appli- 
cation from Patrick Sinclair, a pri- 
ſoner, for leave to return to Europe, 
were laid before Congreis and re 

The- Congreſs taking into confi- 
deration the letter from the conven- 
tion of New-York, and the applica- 
tion of Mr. Sinclair, 

Reſolved, That Patrick Sinclair 
be allowed to return to Europe. 

Reſolved, That an order for 2500 
dollars be drawn on the trraſurers in 
favour of Mr. Alſop, Mr. Lew, 
and Mr. Sherman, to enable them to 
pay for the ſhoes purchaſed by them 
for the Northern army. 

Reſolved, 'That a committce of 
three be appointed to confer with 
General Lee, reſpecting the ways 
and means of defending New-York. 

The members choſen, Mr. R. Lee, 
Mr. Whipple, and Mr. Rutledge. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, - 


EE 


To Benjamin Town, for 789 can- 
tens, the ſum of 341.9 dollars, 
Orcered, That the ſame be pid, 
Reſolved, Trat the committec on 

2 be directed to provide 

medicine Cheſts fur the fix Virginia 

battalions, 

The Congreſs took into confider- 
ation the inſtruttioms to the commil- 
honers going to Canada, and having 
ſper.t ſome tin e thereon, 

Kelolved, That th: farther con- 
hderation thereof be poſtponed till to 
mOorrow. 

The matters to this day referred 
being poltponed. 

Acjourned to 10 & clock to-morrow. 

Tueſday, March 12, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an order for 20,000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of James Meaſe commiſſary, 
he to be accountable, 

A petition from Edmund Caftis, 
and a letter from the committees of 
Accomac and Northampton, were 
preſented to Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole 
Congreſs, 

A letter from ſundry inhabitants 
of Weſtmoreland, of the 6th inſtant, 
was read. 

Ordered to lic on the table. 

A petition from Dr. Hall Jackſon, 
was preſents] to Congreſs and read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


commiſſioners going to Canada, and 

after ſome time ſpent thereon. / 
Reſolved, That the farther conk- 

deration thereof be poſtponed till to 
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nel Hazen in Canada, have not been 
eſtimated with ſufficient accuracy; 
that ſome of the articles enumerated 
in the inventory are preſumed to be 
over- rated, the quantities of ſeveral 
others reducible to exactneſs in num- 
ber, weight or meaſure, are not aſ- 
certainedę and the reaſons for the 
knowledge or belief of any of them 


by the witneſſes, are not explicit 


enough in their examinations; that 
although the grain, graſs, and hay 
mentioned in the account are admit- 
ted by Col. Hazen, in his letter, to 
have been partly deſtroyed by the 
miniſterial troops, the whole value is 
extended; that the eſtimates of che 
crops are ſo general, it cannot be 
diſcovered by what rule they were 
formed, or to what ſtandard adjuſted; 
that the damage done to the dwelling 
houſe, ſtone-houſe, out-houſes, barn, 


and farms, are not particulariſed or 


ſpecified ; that a conſiderable part 
of what a re-imburſement is claimed 
for, is houſchold-furniture, wearing- 
apparel, tools, utenſils, cables and 
anchors, ſuggeſted to have been 
plundered by the troops of the United 
Colonies and Canadians, who joined 


them, and you rcommittee believe that 


g reparation of the like kind hath 
yet been made by Congreſs; and 


that the profit which might have been 


made of the mills and houſes, if the 
owner. had not been deprived of the 
uſe of them, being merely contingent 
and conjectural, are ſuch as have not 
uſually been made good in ſimilar 
caſes.” Whereupon, ; 

Refolved, That the commiſſioners 
who are going to Canada be deſired 
to appoint proper perſons toexamine, 
ſtate, and ſettle an account of the 
loſs and damage Colonel Hazen hath 
ſuſtained in his property and poſſeſſions 
in Canada, by the . forces of the 
United Colonies, and to report the 
ſame, with any ſpecial matters they 
may think fit, to Congreſs ; annex- 
Ing to their ts, the eſtimetes, 


re 
Examinations — the witneſſes, and 


other papers relative thereto. 


Reſolved, That if any of the gen- 
tlemen appointed field-officers' in the 
four battalions raiſing in New-York; 
for the defence of that Colony, are 
provided for in Canada, they be di- 
rected to continue there, exerciſing 
the offices to which they are ap- 
pointed, and that others be elected 
in their room in the four battalions 
aforeſaid ; and that ſuch of them as 
are not provided for in Canada, be 
directed im med iately to repair to their 
reſpective battalions. | 

The matters to this day referred 
being poſtponed. 1 


Adjoutned to Io o'clock to-morrow. - 


Wedne/day, March 13, 1776. 

A letter from the- committee of 
Eſſex in New-Jerſey, of the 5th, 
and a letter from Captain J. Mac- 
pherſon of the 12th were laid before 
Congreſs, and read. 
Reſolved, That an order for 1000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers 
in favour of Samuel Fairlamb, con- 
tractor for ſupplying Col. Wayne's 
battahon with rations, he to be ac- 
countable. - Þ 3014 ꝗ = 
- Reſolved, That the bills drawn by 
the treaſurers of North- Carolina, for 
the uſe of the continental troops in 
that Colony be paid. IE. 
: Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſupply the colony 
of Maryland with 5oolb. of pow- 
der, for the uſe of the inhabitants 
of Cecil cognty, | | 

Reſolved, 'ithat a committee of 
ſeven be appointed to enquire and re- 
port the beſt ways and means of rai- 
ling the niceflary ſupplies to defray 
the expences of the war for the preſent 
1 over and above the emiſſion of 

ills of credit. Rt | | 
The members choſen, Mr. John- 
ſon, Mr. Duane, Mr. Hewes, Mr. 
Gerry, Mr. R. Morris, Mr, Ward, 
and Mr. Wythe, | 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due. | 
To ſundries, for expences incurred 
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ral Montgomery, the ſum of 94.3 
dollars, and that the ſame ought 
to be paid to Dr. Franklin, 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
'The committee to whom the me- 

morial from the Indian traders at 


Montreal was referred, brought in - 


their report. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committe of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the memorial from 
the merchants; traders, and others, 
inhabitants of Philadelphia, the me- 
morial of Edmund Cuſtis, the letters 
from the committees of Accomac and 
Northampton, the letters from Ge- 
neral Waſhington, and the ſtate of the 
trade of the United Colomes, and at- 
ter ſome time the preſident reſumed 
the chair, and Mr. Ward reported that 
the committee have had under con- 
fideration the matters referred to them, 
but not having come to any reſolution 
defired him to move for leave to fit 
E 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole to take into 
their farther conſideration the matters 
heretofore referred to them. 

Mr. W. Livingſton moved for 
leave to bring in a reſolution ſor ap 
pointing a faſt, which was granted. 
Reſolred; That the marine com- 
mittee be impowered to purchaſe the 
armed veſſel now in the river Dela- 
ware, on the moſt reaſonable terms, 
for the ſervice of the continent, and 
that her deſtination be left to the faid 
committee. 


Reſolved, That the expences of 


the horſes of aids de camp, when tra- 
velling in the public ſervice, be 
charged to the account of the United 
Colonies. hi aa | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, March 14, 1776. 
The committee appointed to con- 
ſer with General Lee, reſpecting the 
defence of New-York, broughtin their 
zeport which was read. Whereupon. 
Reſolved, That eight thouſand 


a 


men be ordered for the defence of 
the colony of New-Vork. 

Reſolved; That orders iſſue to Co- 
lone! Irwine, Colorel Shee, and 
Colonel Magaw, of the Pennſylvania 
troops, and to Colonel Dayton of the 
New-Jerſey troops, to march imme- 
diately with their reſpective batta- 
lions to New-York, and put them- 
ſelves under the direction of the com- 
manding officer therfe. 

A letter from General Preſcot of 
the 14th, was laid before Congreſs 
and read. | 

Reſolved, 'That the committee-on 
priſoners be directed to confer with 
General Preſcot on the ſubje& of the 
tetter and report to Congreſs. - 

Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſeveral aſſemblies, con- 
ventions, and committees or councils 
of ſafety, of the United Colonies, 
immediately to cauſe all perſons to 
be diſarmed within their reſpective 
Colonies, who are notoriouſly diſaf- 
fected to the cauſe of America, or 
who have not affociated, and ſhall 


.refuſe to aſſociate to defend by arms 


theſe United Colonies againſt the 
holtile attempts of the Britiſh fleets 
and armies ; and to apply the arms 
taken from ſuch perſons in each reſ- 
pective Colony, in the firſt place, to 
the arming the continental troops 
raiſed in ſaid Colony, in the next, to 
the arming ſuch troops as are raiſed 
by the Colony for its own defence, 
and the reſidue to be applied to the 
arming the aſſociators; that the arms 
when taken be appraiſed by indif- 
ferent perſons, and ſuch as are ap- 
lied to the arming the continental 
troops be paid for by Congreſs, and 
the reſidue by the reſpective aſſem- 
blies, conventions, or councils or 
committees of ſafety : | : 
Ordered, That a copy of the fore- 
going reſolution be tranſmitted by 
the delegates of each Colony to their 
reſpective aſſemblies, conventions, or 
councils or committees of ſafety. 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, | To 
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To William Hencher, for waggon immediately to repair to New. Mr. 
hire in conveying Captain Steven- York. leave | 
ſon's baggage, &c. to Cambridge, Reſolved, That the Governor of tion f 
the ſum of 58.3 dollars, and that Connecticut, the conventions or being 
the ſame ought to be paid to Mo- councils or committees of ſafety of agreed 
ſes Hunter. | New-York and New-Jerſey be re- Ia t 

To Rachel Stlil# for boarding ſeve- queſted to hold their militia in readi- and di 
ral officers priſoners to the 8th of nels to march in ſuch numbers and at Ameri 
March inſtant, the ſum of 224.7 ſuch times for the defence of New. by the 
dollars. York, as the continental commander aſſaults 

To Joſeph Fineur, for five hundred at New-York ſhall defire ; and that admini 
and eleven tin cartouch boxes, the the pay of the militias called to the penſibl 
ſum of 221.4 dollars. defence of New-York be the ſame as and ha 
Ordered, That the above accounts that of the continental troops raiſed tence « 

be paid. . and employed in the middle depart- rent de 
Fbe matters to this day referred ment, to commence from the time ledge 1 

being poſtponed. they begin their march. God : 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. Reſolved, That Lord Sterling be I offence: 

Friday, March 15, 1776. directed to order the troops deſtiued IM cate his 
Sandry letters being received were for Canada to eed on their march, threatez 
laid before Congreſs and read, viz, agreeable to their former orders. our tre 
One from General Waſhington of The matters to this day referred If freedom 
the 7th, with two papers encloſed, being poſtponed. The 
with a number of intercepted letters. Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, ing the 
Two from Lord. Stirling of the Saturday, March 16, 1776. Britiſh 1 
12th and 13th. A letter from Lord Stirling of the I luable | 
One from Lieutenant- Colonel Al- 14th, inclofing a copy of general or. I reduce 
len of the 1 3th. ders for the defence of New-York W the ſav 
One from the convention of New- was laid before Congreſs and read. our own 

Tork; and, i Reſolved, That a letter be written ¶ and ign- 
One from General Schuyler of the to Lord Stirling, directing him im- at the f 

Gth. | mediately to ſend forward the powder I all rank: 

, Reſolved, That the expences of the deſtined for Cambridge, unleſs he IF with a { 
horſes of general officers, when tra- has received expreſs advice from Ge- intendin 

velling in the ſervice of the continent, neral Waſhington, that the enemy's duty, d 

be defrayed by the United Colonies. fleet and army have failed out of the ¶ lawful ei 
Reſolved, That four muſkets. and harbour of Boſton. retion — 

bayonets be lent to the delegates of Reſolved, That the account of I that Fri 
* Virginia for the uſe of the guards Mr. Price of Canada be referred to I next, be 
that accompany the powder ſent to the committee of claims. : nies as a 
that Colony. | A petition from, Coquataginta or Wand pray 
The Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Captain White Eyes, was preſented I bearts co 
committee of the whole, to take into to Congreſs and read, fold fins 
conſideration the ſtate of New-York, Reſolved, That it be referred to à I fincere re 
and after ſome time the preſident re- committee of three. life, app 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Harriſon The members choſen, Mr. L. Hand throy 
reported that the committee have Morris, Mr. Wilſon, Mr. R. H. Lee. of Jeſus 
come to certain re ſolutions, which Reſolved, That Captain Duncan nd forg 
they directed nim to lay before Con- Campbell, a priſoner, at Lancaſter, Wis afſifta1 
reſ:, which being done, be permitted to come to Philadelphia Woſes of 

' Reſolved, That Captain Nelſon to meet his wife and children, and y inclini 
there reſide till further orders. benevolen 


wich his rifle company be directed 


Mr. 


Mr. W. Livingſton, purſuant to 
leave granted, brought in a reſolu- 
tion for appointing a faſt, which 
being taken into conſideration, was 
agreed to, as follows : 

In times of impending calamity 
and diftreſs : when the Liberties of 
America are imminently endangered 
by the ſecret machinations and open 
aſſaults of an infidious and vindictive 
adminiſtration, it becomes the indiſ- 
penſible duty of theſe, hither:o free 
and happy Colonies, with true peni- 
tence of heart, and the moſt reve- 
rent devotion, publickly to acknow- 
ledge the over-ruling providence of 
God: to confeſs and deplore our 
offences againſt him; and to ſuppli- 
cate his interpoſition for averting the 
threatened danger, and proſperin 
our ſtrenuous efforts in the cauſe © 
freedom, virtue, and poſterity. 

The Congreſs, therefore, confider- 
ing the warlike preparations of the 
Britiſh miniſtry to ſubvert our inva- 
luable rights and privileges, and to 
reduce us by fire and ſword, by 
the ſavages of the wilderneſs, and 
our own domeſtics, to the moſt abject 
and ignominious bondage : defirous, 
at the ſame time, to have people of 
all ranks and degrees, duly impreſſed 
with a ſolemn ſenſe of God's ſuper- 
intending providence, and of their 
duty, deyoutly to rely in all their 
lawful enterprizes on his aid and di- 
rection —— do earneſtly recommend, 
that Friday, the 17th day of May 
next, be obſerved by the ſaid Colo- 
nies as a day of humiliation, faſting, 
and prayer ; that we may with united 
hearts conteſs and bewail our mani- 
fold fins and tranſgreſſions, and by a 
lincere repentance and amendment of 
life, appeaſe his righteous diſpleaſure, 
and through the merits and mediation 
df Jeſus Chriſt, obtain his pardon 
ind forgiveneſs ; humbly imploring 
bis aſſiſtance to fruſtrate the cruel pur- 
doſes of our unnatural enemies; and 
dy inclining their hearts to juſtice and 
enevolence, prevent the further cf. 


. 


fuſion of kindred blood. But if, 

continuing deaf to the voice of reafon 

and humanity, and inflexibly bent on 

deſolation and war, they conſtrain us 

to repel their hoſtile invaſions by open 
refiſtance, that it may pleaſe the Lord 

of Hoſts, the God of Armies, to 

animate our officers and ſoldiers with 

invincible fortitude, to guard and 

protect them in the day of battle, and 

to crown the continental arms by ſea 

and land with victory and ſuccefs: 

earneſtly befeeching him to blefs our 

civil rulers, and the repreſentatives of 
the people, in their ſeveral aſſemblies 

and conventions; to preſerve and 

ſtrengthen their union, to inſpire 

them with an ardent difintereſted love 

of their country: to give wiſdom and 

ſtability to their councils; and direct 

them to the moſt efficacious meaſures 

for eſtabliſhing the rights of America 

on the moſt honourable and perma- 

nent baſis——that he would be gra- 

ciouſly 3 to bleſs all his people 
in theſe Colonies with health and 

plenty, and grant that a ſpirit of in- 
corruptible partriotiſm, and of pure 
undefiled religion, may univerſally 
prevail; and this continent be ſpee- 
dily reſtored to the bleſſings of peace 
and hberty, and enabled to tranſmit 
them inviolate to the lateſt poſterity. 

And it is recommended to chriſtians 
of all denominations to aſſemble for 
public worſhip, and abſtain from ſer- 

vile labour on the ſaid day. 

Reſolved, That another brigadier- 
general be appointed in the continen- 
tal army. ; | 

The ballots being taken and exa- 
amined, the Baron de Woedtke was 
elected. 

Reſolved, That Frederic William, 
Baron de de Woedtke, appointed 
Brigadier-General in the army of 
the United Colonies, be ordered im- 
mediately to repair to New-Vork, 
there to remain until the commiſſion- 
ers appointed to go into Canada ſhall 
reach that Colony: and that he be 
directed to join and accompany them 

into 
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into Canada, and there ferve under 
the commander of the continental 
troops in that province. 

Reſolved, That Carpenter Whar- 
ton continue, agreeable to his con- 
tract, to ſupply with rations the Penn- 
ſylvania battalions ferving in New- 
EEC Ko. 

A petition. from Joſeph Blewers, 
and Danicl Robinſon was preſented to 
Congreſs and read. | 

Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of the whole Congreſs. ' 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to 
take into their farther conſideration 
the memorial from the merchants, 
traders, and others, inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, the memorial from 
Edmund Cuſtis, and the letters from 
the committees of Accomac and 
Northampton, and the petition from 
Joſeph Blewer and Daniel Robinſon, 
c. and after ſome time the preſi- 
dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Harriſon reported that che committee 
have had under conſideration the 
matters to them referred, but not 
having come to a concluſion, deſired 
him to move for leave to ſit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
on Monday next reſolve itfelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 
their farther conſideration the matters 
referred to them. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

Monday, March 18, 1779. 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers be 
directed to lay on the table an account 
of the filver and gold coin in the 
treaſury. _ 

Reſolved, That Monſ. Arundel be 
directed to repair to the ſouthern de- 
partment, and put himſelf under the 
command of General Lec; and that 
General Lee, if he find him capable, 
be directed to employ him in the 
artillery ſervice. 

Reſolved, That an order for 20,000 
dollars be drawn on th: treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. James Meaſe, to be 


applied do che procuring neceſſatics, 5 


and to the payment of the ſubſiſtence 
of the Pennſylvania battalions; and 
that the colonels be directed to ac- 
count with Mr. Meale for the ſeveral 
ſums advanced to them. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole to take 
into their farther conſideration the 
memorial from the merchants, traders, 
and others, inhabitants of Philadel. 
phia, the memorial of Edmund Cuſ- 
tis, the letters from the comairtees 


of Accomac and Northampton, and 


the petition of Joſeph Blewer and 
Daniel Robinſon, and after ſome 
time the preſident reſumed the chair, 
and Mr. Harriſon reported that the 
committee have had under conſidera- 
tion the matters to them referred, 
and have come- to ſundry reſolutions, 
but that not having concluded, they 
deſired him to move for leave to fit 
again. 

Mr. Henry not having accepted 
the commiſſion of colonel, the Con- 
greſs proceeded to the election of a 
colonel for the firſt Virginia batta- 
lion, and the ballots being taken, 
William Chriſtian, Eſq; formerly 
heutenant-colonel in ſaid battalion, 
was elected colonel; and Francis 
Eppes, Eſq; formerly major, was 
elected heutenant-colonel ; and John 
Green, Eſq; was elected major. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow again reſolve itielf into a 
coramittee of the whole to take into 
their farther conſideration the matters 
referred to them. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Tueſday, March 19, 1776. 

Reſolved, . That Monſ. Dohicky 
Arundel be appointed a captain of 
artillery in the continental ſervice. 

That General Lee be directed to ſet 
on foot the raiting a company of ar- 
tillery, and that it be recommended 
to the convention or. committee of 
ſafety of Virginia, to appoint the 
other officers of the ſaid company of 
artiHery. 

A letter of the 15th from Colonel 

| Dayton 
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Dayton was laid before Congreſs and 
read. 
Reſolved, That it be referred to 


the committee for procuring muſkets. 

A letter of the 17th from the con- 
vention of Ne- Jerſey was laid be- 
ſore Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That Captain Woolver- 
ton with his company be taken into 
the ſervice of the United Colonies ; 
and that he be directed to repair with 
his company as ſoon as properly armed 
and accoutered, to New-York, and 
put himſelf under the commanding 
officer there; and that the pay of 
Captain Woolverton's company com- 
mence from the time they are provided 
with arms and accoutrements. 

A letter from Colonel Beletre, a 
Canadian priſoner, and ſundry let- 
ow from Cameron and Smith were 
read, 

Reſolved, That they be referred to 
the committee on priſoners. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſupply Captain 
Barry of the Brig Lexington with one 
ton of powder. ” 

Ordered, That the committee, to 
whom was referred the ſtate and fi- 
tuation of the priſoners at Trenton, 
report thereon as ſoon as poſlible. 

eſolved, That the ſum of 250,000 
dollars be ſent to the pay-malter- 
general, for the uſe of the army un- 
der the immediate command of Gen, 
Waſhington. 

That the ſum of 50,000 dollars be 
ſent to General Schuyler, for the uſe 
of the army under his command. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare inſtructions to the commiſſioners 
going to Canada, brought in a 
draught of farther inſtructions, and 
of a commiſſion, which was read. 
The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, to 
take into their farther conſideration 
the memorial from the merchants, 
traders, and others, inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, the memorial from Ed- 
mund Cuſtis, the letters from the 
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committees of Accomac and North- 
ampton, and the petition of Joſeph 
Blewer and Daniel Robinſon, and 
after ſome time the preſident reſumed 
the chair, and Mr. Harriſon reported 
that the committce have had under 
conſideration the matters to them re- 
fer:cd, and have come to ſundry re- 
ſolutions, which they directed him to 
lay before Congreſs. ; 

The report of the committee being 
read, 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to draw a declara- 
tion purſuant to ſaid report, and lay 
the ſame before Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. ſay, and Mr. Wilſon. 

Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction 
to ſaid committee to receive and in- 
ſert a clauſe or clauſes, that all 
ſeamen and mariners on board of mer- 
chant ſhips and veſſels, taken and 
condemned as prizes, ſhall be intitled 
to their pay, according to the terms 
of their contract, until the time of 
condemnation. 

The committee to whom the letter 
and queries of Mr. Meaſe were re- 
ferred, brought in their report, which 
was read, 

Ordered to lie on the table, 

Reſolved, That Mr. Whipple be 
appointed a member of the marine 
committee, and of the committee for 
receiving the applications and exa- 


mining the qualifications of gentle- 


men applying for offices in the conti- 
nental ſervice, 

The committee to whom the letters 
from General Waſhington of the 14th 
and 26th February laſt, and the let- 
ters from Lord Stirling of the ſame 
month were referred, brought in their 
report, which was read, and the 
ſame b ing taken into conſideration, 

Reſolved, That the firft part there- 
of be re-committed. 

Reſolved, That the value of the 
paſſage boat York, be made good 
to Michael Kearney, jun. the owner 
— it appearing that ſhe was 

Im- 
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impreſſed into the continental ſervice, 
and employed in taking the ſhipBlue 
Mountain Valley, and for that reaſon 
afterwards ſeized and detained by or- 
der of Captain Parker, commander 
of the Britiſh ſhip of war, Phœnix; 
and that Lord Stirling be deſired to 
appoint proper perſons to value faid 
boat, and report ſuch valuation to 
Congreſs. - 

Reſolved, That a member be e- 
lected for the ſecret committee in the 
room of Mr. Bartlett, who is ab- 
—_— 

The ballots being taken. 

Mr. R. H. Lee was elected. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Wedneſday, March 20, 1776. 

A letter from Lord Stirling of the 

16th, was laid before Congreſs and 


read. 
Reſolved, That three members be 


elected ſor the committee appointed 


to conſider the propriety of a war- 
office in the room of three, who are 
neceſſarily abſent. 

The members choſen, Mr. Duane; 
Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Johnſon, 

Refolved, That the ſum of 3000 
dollars be advanced to Col. Magaw 
for the purpoſe of purchaſing fire 
arms for his battalion, he to be ac- 
countable. | 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the inſtructious and com- 
miſſion to the deputies or commiſſion- 
ers going to Canada, and the ſame 
being debated by paragraphs, were 
agreed to, as follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS, Sc. 

Gentlemen, 
You are with all convenient diſ- 
atch to repair to Canada, and make 

Ivar to the people of that country, 
the wiſhes and intentions of the Con- 
greſs with reſpect to them. | 

Repreſent to them that the arms 
of the United Colonies having been 
carried into that province for we pur- 

e of fruſtrating the deſigns of the 
Beier court againſt our comme li- 
berties, we expect not only to deſcat 
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the hoſtile machinations of Governor 
Carleton againſt us, but that we ſhall 
E it into the power of our Canadian 

rethren to purſue ſuch meaſures for 
ſecuring their own freedom and hap- 
pineſs, as a generous love of liberty 
and ſound policy ſhall dictate to them. 

Inform them, that in our judgment 
their intereſts and ours are inſeparably 
united ; that it is impoſſible we can 
be reduced to a ſervile ſubmiſſion to 
Great Britain without their ſharing 
our fate: and, on the other hand, it 
we ſhall obtain, as we doubt not we 
ſhall, a full eſtabliſhment of our 
Tights, it depends wholly on their 
choice, whether they will participate 
with us in thoſe bleſſings, or ſtill re- 
main ſubject to every act of tyranny, 
which Britiſh miniſters ſhall pleaſe to 
exerciſe over them. Urge all ſuch 
arguments, as your prudence ſhall 
ſuggeſt, to inforce our opinions con- 
cerning the mutual intereſt of the two 
countries, and to convince them of 
the impoſſibility of the war being 
concluded to the diſadvantage of theſe 
Colonies, if we wiſely and vigorouſly 
co-operate with each other. 

To convince them of the upright- 
ne's of our intentions towards them, 
you are to declare that it is our in- 
clination, that the people of Canada 
may ſet up ſuch a form of govern- 
ment, as will be moſt likely, in their 
judgment, to produce their happi- 
neſs: and you are in the ſtrongeſt 
terms to aſſure them, that it is our 
earneſt deſire to adopt them into our 
Union, as a fiſter Colony, and to ſe- 
cure the ſame general ſyſtem of mild 
and equal laws for them ane tor our- 
ſelves, with only ſuch local differences 
as may be agreeable to each Colony 
reſpeCtively. 

Aſſure the people of Canada, that 
we have no apprehenſion that the 
French will take any part with Great 
Britain, but that it is the'r intereſt, 
and we have reaion to believe their 
inclination to cultivate a friendly in- 
tercourle with theſe Colunies, 
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You are from this, and ſuch other 
reaſons as may appear moſt proper, 
to urge the neceſſity the people are 
under of immediately taking ſome 
deciſive ſtep, to put themſelves under 
the protection of the United Colonies. 
For expediting ſuch a meaſure, you 
are to explain to them our method of 
collecting the ſenſe of the people, and 
conducting our affairs regularly by 
committees of obſervation and inſpec- 
tion in the ſeveral diſtricts, and by 
conventions and committees of ſafety 
in the ſeveral Colonies, Recommend 
theſe modes to them. Explain to 


them the nature and principles of go- . 


vernment among freemen ; develop- 
ing, in. contraſt to thoſe, the bate, 
cruel, and inſidious deſigns involved 
in the late act of parliament, for 
making a more effectual proviſion for 
the government of the province of 
Quebec, Endeavour to ſtimulate 
them by motives of glory as well as 
intereſt, to aſſume a part in a conteſt, 
by which they muſt be deeply affect- 
ed, and to aſpire to a portion of that 
power, by which they are ruled, and 
not to remain the mere ſpoils and 
prey of conquerors and lords, 

You are further to declare, that we 
hold ſacred the rights of conſcience, 
and may promiſe to the whole peo- 
ple, ſolemnly in our name, the free 
and undiſturbed exerciſe of their reli- 
gion, nd to the clergy the full, per- 
fett, and peaceable enjoyment of all 
their eſtates ; that the government of 
every thing relating to their religion 
and clergy, ſhall be left intirely in 
the hands ot the good people of that 
province, and ſuch legiſlature as they 
ſhall conſtitute; provided, however, 
that all other denominations of Chriſ- 
tians be equally intitled to hold offi- 
ces, and enjoy civil privileges, and 
the free exerciſe of their religion, and 
be totally exempt from the payment 
of any tithes or taxes for the ſupport 
of any religion. 


orm them that you are veſted by 


( 9 I 


this Congreſs with full powers to 
effect theſe purpoſes ; and therefore 
preſs them to have a complete repre- 
ſentation of the people aſſembled in 
convention with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, to deliberate goncerning the 
eſtabliſhment of a form of govern- 
ment, and a union with the United 
Colonies. As to the terms of union, 
inſiſt on the ptopriety of their being 
ſimilar to thoſe on which the other 
Colonies unite. Should they object 
to this, report to this Congreſs the 
objections, and the terms on which 
alone they will come into our union. 
Should they ym to our terms, you 
are to promiſe in the names of the 
United Colonies, that we will defend 
and protect the people of Canada 


againſt all enemies, in the ſame man- 


ner as we will defend and protect any 
of the United Colonies. 

You are to eſtabliſh a free preſs, 
and to give directions for the frequent 
publication of ſuch pieces as may be 
of ſervice to the cauſe of the United 
Colonies. 

You are to ſettle all diſputes be- 
tween the Canadians and the conti- 
nental troops, and to make ſuch re- 


gulations relating thereto, as you 


ſhall judge proper, 

You — _ — a ſtrict and im- 

artial inquiry into the cauſe of the 

impriſonment of Colonel Du Free, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Nefeu, Major 
St. George Du Pree, and Major 
Gray, ofñcers of the militia, and of 
John Frazer, Eſq; late a judge of 
the police at Montreal, and take ſuch 
orders concerning them as yau ſhall 
judge moſt proper. 

In re forming any ahuſes you may 
oblerve in Canada, eſtabliſning and 
entorcing regulations for preſervation 
of peace and good order there, and 
compoſing diſterences between the 
troops of the United Colonies and 
the. Canadians, all officers and ſol- 
diers are required to yield obevience 
to you; and to enforce the deciſions 

X 2 that 
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that you or any two of you may make, 
you are impowered to ſuſpend any 
military officer from the exerciſe of 
his commiſſion, till the pleaſure of 
the Congreſs ſhall be known, if you 
or any two of you ſhall think it ex- 
pedient. | 

You are alſo empowered to fit and 
vote as members of councils of war, 
in direCting tortifications and defences 
to be made, or to be demoliſhed, by 
land or by water; and to draw orders 
on the prefident for any ſums of mo- 
ney, not excceding one hundred thou- 
ſand dollars in tae whole, to defray 
the e pence of the works. 
Laſtiy, You re, by all the means 
you can uſe, to promote the execution 
of the reſolutions now made, or here- 
after to be made in Congreſs. 

Or motion Reſolved; That the 
following additional inſtructions be 


given to the commiſſioners aforeſaid. 


You are impowered and directed to 
mote and encourage the trade of 
Canada with the Indian nations, and 
to grant paſſports for the carrying it 
on, as far as it may conſiſt with the 
— 1 of the troops, and the public 


- You are alſo directed and atorifet” 


to aſſure the inhabitants of Canada, 
that their commerce with foreign na- 
tions ſhall in all reſpects be put upon 
an equal footing with, and encouraged 
and protected in the ſame manner as 
the trade of the United Colonies, 

You are alſo directed to uſe every 
wiſe and prudent meaſure to introduce 
and give credit and circulation to the 
continental money in Canada, 

In caie the former refolution of 
Congreſs reſpecting the Englith A me- 
rican troops in Canada has not been 
carried into effect, you are directed 
to uſe your beſt endeavours for form- 
ing a battalion of the New-York 
troops in that country, and to appcint 
the field and other officers out of the 
gentlemen who have continued there 
during the campaign, according to 


their reſpective ranks and merit. 


And if it ſhould be found impractiea- 


ble, you are to direct ſuch of them as 
are provided for in the four battalions 
now raifing in New-York, to repair 
to their reſpective corps. To enable 
you to carry this reſolution into effect, 
you are furniſhed with blank com- 
miſſions ſigned by the preſident. 

Reſolved, That the memerial from 
the Indian traders reſiding at Mon- 
treal be delivered to the commiſſioners 
going to Canada. 

The draught of the commiſſion be- 
ing taken into conſideration, and de- 
bated by paragraphs was agreed to 
as follows : 

The delegates of the United Colo- 
nies of New-Hampſhire,, &c. to 
Benjamin Franklin, L.L.D. member 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, F. R. S. &c. &c. one of the 
delegates of the colony of Pennſylva- 
nia, Samuel Chaſe, Eſq; one of the 
delegates of the colony of Maryland, 
and Charles Carroll, of ' Carrollton, 
Eſq; of the faid colony of Maryland, 
greeting. Know ye, that we, re- 
poſing ſpecial truſt and confidence in 
your zeal, fidelity, abilities, and 
aſſiduity, do, by theſe preſents, con- 
ſtitute and appoint you, or any two 
of you, commiſſioners for and on be- 
half of us, and all the people of the 
United Colonies, whom we repre- 
ſent, to promote or to form an union 
between the ſaid Colonies and the 
people of Canada, according to the 
inſtructions herewith delivered you, 
and ſuch as you may hereafter re- 
ceive, and to execute all ſuch mat- 
ters and things, as you are or ſhall 
be directed by your ſaid inſtructions. 
And we do require all officers, ſol- 
diers, and others, who may facili- 
tate your negotiation, or promote the 
ſucceſs thereof, to aid and aſiſt you 
therein; and you are from time to 
time to tranſmit and report your 
proceedings to Congreſs. This com- 
miſſion to continue in force till re- 
voked by this or a future Congreſs. - 

| | | Dated 


ferred 
Was re 
came t 
Wh 
reſolve 
ſpectin 
perſons 
which 
the tro 
fore, 


Dated at Philadelphia this 
day of 
| By order of Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. Adams, and Mr. Chaſe, be ap- 


pointed to confer with Mr. Wrixon, 


to examine into his military abilities, 
and inquire whether he is willing to 
engage in the ſervice of the United 
Colonies, and report to Congreſs. 
Colonel St. Clair having informed 
Congreſs that Michael] Hufaagle, 
appointed a firſt lieutenant, and 
James O'Hara, and Abel Morris, 
appointed enſigns in his battalion, 
have declined to accept their com- 
miſſions, the committee on qualifica- 
tions recommended Thomas Butler 
in the room of Michael Houfnagle, 
George M*Culloch in the room of 
James O'Hara, and George Roſs in 
the room of Abel Morris. 

' Reſolved, That they be accepted, 
and that commiſſions be granted to 
them accordingly. _ 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety of New-Jerſey be deſired to 
remove the priſoners from Trenton 
to ſuch- place or places in that Colo- 
ny, as may be thought convenient, 
at a proper diſtance from the ſea and 
the poſt roads, ſubject to the regula- 
tions formerly made reſpecting pri- 
ſoners. . | 
' Reſolved, That all officers, pri- 
ſoners, who ſhall refuſe to ſubſcribe 
the parole ordered by Congreſs, be 
committed to priſon. 

The committee appointed to pro- 
mote the making of muſkets, to whom 


Colonel Day ton's letter reſpecting 


the quality of the arms taken by Co- 
lone] Heard oa Long-Iſland was re- 
ferred, brought in their report, which 
was read; whereupon the Congreſs 


came to the following reſolution : 


Whereas in the execution of the 
reſolve of Congreſs of the 14th, re- 
ſpecting the diſarming of diſaffected 
perſons, many ſire- arms may be taken, 
which may not be fit to arm any of 
— troops mentioned therein. There- 
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Reſolved, That all the fire - arms 
ſo taken being appraiſed according 
to ſaid reſolve, none of them ſhall be 
paid for, but thoſe that are fit for 
the uſe of ſuch troops, or that may 
conveniently be ſo made, and the 
remainder ſhall be ſafely kept by the 
ſaid aſſemblies, conventions, coun- 
cils or committees of ſafety, for the 
owners, to be delivered to chem when 
the Congreſs ſhall direct. 5 

The committee appointed to con- 
ſider the beſt ways and means of ſup- 
plying the army in Canada with pro- 
vihons and neceſſaries brought in 
their report, which was read. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be reſer- 
red for conſideration till to-morrow. 

A petition of John Secord was 
preſented ro Congreſs and read, and 
the conſideration thereof, at the re- 
queſt of a Coiony, was deferred till 
to-morrow, 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Abraham Hunt, for proviſions, 
fire-wood, &c. to the priſoners at 
Trenton, and for horſe-hire for 
the public ſervice, the ſum of 607.6 
dollars. 

To Ephraim Blaine, Eſq; for neceſ- 
ſaries furniſhed the riile companies, 
the ſum of 129.7 dollars; of which 
ſum 44.3 dollars are to be charged 
to Captain Hendricks, and 65. 
dollars to Captain Chambers. 

To ſundries, on certificates for ne- 
ceſſaries furniſhed to one of the 
rifle companies, the ſum of 122.5 
dollars, of which ſum 101.4 dol- 
lars, being for rifles, &c. furniſh- 
ed to Captain Cluggage's compa» 
ny, to be charged to ſaid com- 
pany ; the amount of the certifi- 
cates to be paid to Bernard Doug- 
herty, Eg. 8 

To William Bauſman, for proviſions, 
&c. furniſhed the priſoners in Lan- 
caſter, the ſum of 1528.8 dollars. 

To the committee of Frederick, the 
ſum of 52.7 dollars, to be paid to 
Thomas Johnion, Eſq. 4 

0 


C262" } 


To Francis Lee, for 483 meals diet- 
ing of General Lee's guard, the 
ſum of 48. 3 dollars, 

To Conrad Ulſter, for 185 meals 
dieting the ſaid men, 19 dollars. 
To Mary Bryant, for 288 meals dict- 

ing the ſaid men, 28 dollars. 

To Ann Todd, for 158 meals diet- 
ing the ſaid men, the ſum of 15.8 
dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts 


be paid. - 
— to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Thurſday, March 21, 1776. 

A letter of the 7th from General 
Schuyler, with a return of the forces 
before Quebec, was laid before Con- 

eſs and read. | 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. 
S. Adams. ; 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety of Pennſylvania be requeſted to 
— * ſome truſty perſons in each 
county to purchaſe as many good 
muſkets as will be ſufficient to arm 
the battalions raiſed in ſaid Colony; 
and that they exert their utmoſt dili- 

nce in procuring the ſaid arms 
Feedily, and on the moſt reaſonable 
terms; that an order for 12,000 dol- 
lars be drawn on the treaturers in 
favour of ſaid committee to pay for 
the arms, the ſaid committee to be 
accountable. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 600 
dollars be ſent to Colonel Charles 
Stuart, and that he he deſired to 
muſter Captain Woolverton's compa- 
ny, and when he finds them properly 
armed, accoutied, and ready to 
march, to furniſh them with neceſſa- 
ries, and expedite their march to 
New-York, agreeable to the orders 
of Congreſs; Mr. Stuart to be ac- 
countable for the money put into his 
hands. 

Reſolved, That Monſ. le Cheva- 
lier de St. Aulaire be permitted to 
raiſe an independent company of ran- 

gers in Canada, with the pay of a 
captain; or, in caſe he ſhall not be 


able to raiſe ſuch a company, that he 
be recommended to the commanding 
officer in Canada, to be employed in 
ſuch ſervice there, as may be thought 
ſuitable to his genius and ability. 
Reſolved, That it be recommend- 


ed to the ſeveral aſſemblies, conven- 


tions, and councils or committees of 
ſafety, and committees of correſpon- 
dence and inſpection, that they exert 
their utmoſt endeavours to promote 
the culture of hemp, flax, and cot- 
ton, and the growth of wool in theſe 
United Colonies, 

Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the ſaid aſſemblies, conventions, 
and councils or committees of ſafety, 
that they take the earlieſt meaſures 
for erecting and eſtabliſhing in each 
and every Colony, a ſociety for the 
improvement of agriculture, arts, 
manufactures, and commerce, and to 
maintain a correſpondence between 
ſuch ſocieties, that the rich and nu- 
merous natural advantages of this 
country for ſupporting its inhabitants 
may not be neglected, 

That it be recommended -to the 
ſaid afſemblics, conventions, and 
councils or committees of ſatety, that 
they forthwith confider of ways and 
means of introducing the manufac- 
tures of duck and ſail-cloth, and ſteel, 
into ſuch Colonies, where they are 
not now underitood, and of encou- 
raging, increaſing, and improving 
them, where they are. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to ſuperintend the 
printing the Journals of Congrels ; 
and that, if the preſent printer can- 
not execute the work with ſufficient 
expedition, they be empowered ta 
employ. another printer, 

The members choſen, Mr. Wil- 
ſon, Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. Allen. 

The matters to this day referred 
being poſtponed. | 

Ad joui ned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 

Friday, March 22, 1776. 

A letter of the 13th from General 

Waſhington, incloſing the proceed- 
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ings of a council of war; alſo a letter 
from Lord Stirling of the 19th, were 
laid before Congreſs and read. 

A petition from Thorowgood 
Smith, and others, was preſented to 
Congreſs and read, ſetting forth, 
that they have procured a veſſel, and 
raiſed money to fit her out as a priva- 
teer, in order to cruize and guard the 
coaſt of Virginia, and praying that a 
commiſſion be — to 2 
Sheppen, to whom they propoſe to 

4 command of (ald elle - and 
arther that the Congreſs will grant 
them a ſmall quantity of powder, 
upon their making ſatisfaQtion for the 
ſame. 

Reſolved, That a commiſſion be 
granted to William Shippen, as cap- 
tain of the above-mentioned veſſel, 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſell Captain 
William Sheppen, 300 lb. of pow- 
der, for the ute of his v<flel. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a declaration purſuant to cer- 
tain reſolutions, brought in a draught, 
which was read. 

Reſolved, That the petition of 
John Secord be referred to a com- 


| mittee of three. 


The members choſen, Mr. Penn, 

Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. Jay. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there 1s due, 

On account of expences in conveying 
powder, the ſum of 8.3 dollars, 
and that the ſame ought to be paid 
to John Morton, Eq. 

To Matthias Slough, for proviſions 
furniſhed the priſoners in Lanca- 
ſter, the ſum of 226.8 dollars. 

To Ephraim Blaine, for ſundry arti- 
cles omitted in the account of ex- 
pences at the treaty with the In- 
dians at Pittſburg, the ſum of 90. 5 
dollars, 

To ſundries, on certificates for ne- 
ceſſaries furniſhed to Captain Ste- 
phenſon's company in Virginia, 
the ſum of 58.3 dollars, and that 


the ſame ought to be paid to Ti- 
mothy Matlack, of which 14.7 


dollars, being for a rifle, to be 


charged to Captain Stevenſon, 
Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 
be paid. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of 750 


dollars be advanced to the Baron de 
Woedtke, he to be accountable out 
of his pay. 

Reſolved, That the rank of all 
ſuch officers in the continental army, 
as held ſimilar commiſſions in that 
ſervice, before the term of their late 
appointment expired, be ſettled by 


the dates of their former, and not- 


their preſent commiſſions. 

The aſſembly of the counties on 
Delaware, having recommended a 
— to be major of the batta- 
ion ordered to be raiſed in that Co- 
lony, in the room of John M*Pher- 
ſon, jun. Eſq; who fell before Que- 
bec, and never received his commiſ- 
ſion, the Congreſs proceeded to the 
election, and the ballots being taken 
and examined, 

Thomas M*Donnough was elected. 

Reſolved, That an order for 12,000 
dcllars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of the committee of ſafety of 
Delaware government, for the-uſe of 
the battalion raiſed in that Colony, 
the ſaid committee to be account- 
able, | 

The Congreſs took into conſider- 
ation the declaration brought in by 
the committee, and after debate, the 
further conſideration thereof, at the 
requeſt of a Colony, was poſtponed 
till to-morrow. | 

Ordered, 'That the ſecretary pub- 
liſh the ſubſtance of the letters received 
from the camp at Cambridge, 

Reſolved, That the marine com- 
mittee be impowered to diſpoſe of the 
coal on board the Blue Mountain 
Valley, in ſuch manner as they ſhall 
judge moſt for the benefit of the 
United Colonies. 

The matters to this day referred 


bcing poſtponed, 
& Peitpo Ad. 
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Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, March 23, 1776. 

A letter from James Young was 
laid before Congreſs and read, re- 
queſting that his ſon John, who 
eloped from him laſt January, and 

t on board the Phenix ſhip of war, 
= is now unfortunately a priſoner in 
New-York, may be permitted on his 
po to reſide at the eltate of his 

e grandfather, Dr. Græme. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Young's re- 
queſt be granted. 

-A letter from Lord Stirling of the 
18th, inclofng a letter from William 
de Hart, and a letter from the cap- 
tains and ſubalterns of the firit New- 
Jerſey battz.lion. Alſo, 

A memorial from Thomas Scott, 
of Hunterdon, defiring that he may 
be appointed a captain of a company 
of rangers. And, 

A letter from S. Badlam were laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letters be 
referred to the committee on quali- 
fications. 

Reſolved, That an order for 30, ooo 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Thomas Lowry, commiſ- 

for the .uſe of the New- ]criey 
battalions, he to be accountable. 

The committee on qualifications 
having recommended Peter Scull to 
be brigade-major in the army of the 
United Colonies in the Middle De- 


nt * 
Joſeph A to be captain in 
the third Pennſylvania battal:icn in 
the room of Mr. Scull: 

Evan Edwards to be captain in faid 
battalion in the room of Mr. Allice, 
who has reſigned : 133 

William Tilton to be a firſt lieu- 
tenant in ſaid battalion in the room 
of Evan Edwards: | 

Garret Steddiford to be an enſign 
in the ſaid battalion. 

And having alſo recommended the 
following perions for Colonel Irvine's 
battalion, viz. 

Robert Wilſon to be a firſt lieute- 


nant in the room of William M*Cle. 
land, reſigned : 

John Alexander, to be a firſt lieu- 
tenant in the room of Robert White, 
reſigned : | 

Andrew Irvine, a ſecond lieute- 
m_ in the room of John Alexan-. 

r: 


Neeper, an enſign in the 
room of John Murray, who has re- 
ſigned, 

Reſolved, That they be accepted, 
and that commiſſions be granted to 
them accordingly. ' 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 3200 
dollars in ſpecie be advanced to Mr, 
Cole, to be by him delivered to the 
commanding officer in Canada, for 
the ſervice of the continent, and that 
he be deſired to proceed thither im- 
mediately. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attend- 
ance on the ſecond and fourth 
Penuſylvania battalions, the ſum 
of 67.6 dollars. 

To Nathaniel Heard, for expences 
in the expedition againſt the To- 

- ries on Long-Iſland, the ſum of 
2161.6 dollars. | 
Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 

be paid. 

'Che Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the declaration which was 
agreed to as follows : 

Whereas the petitions of the United 
Colonies to the King for the redreſs 
of great and. manifold grievances 
have not only been rejected but treat- 
ed with ſcorn and contempt, and the 
oppoſition to defigns evidently formed 
to reduce them to a ſtate of ſervile 
ſubjection, and their neceſſary defence 
againſt hoſtile forces actually employ- 
ed to ſubdue them, declared rebel- 
lion; and whereas an unjuſt war 
hath been commenced againſt them, 
which the commanders of- the Britiſh 
fieets and armies have proſecuted, 
and ſtill continue to proſecute, with 
their utmoſt vigour, and in a cruel 
manner, 


ſtroying the country, burning houſes 
and defenceleſs towns, and expoſing 
the helpleſs inhabitants to every maſe- 
ry from the inclemency of the winter, 
and not only urging ſavages to invade 
the country, but inſtigating negroes 
to murder their maſters ; and where - 
as the parliament of Great - Britain 
hath lately paſſed an act, affirming 
theſe Colonies to be in open rebel- 
lion, forbidding all trade and com- 
merce with the inhabitants thereof, 
until they ſhall accept pardons, and 
ſubmit to deſpotic rule, declaring 
their property wherever found upon 
the water, hable to ſeizure and con- 
fiſcation, and enacting that what had 
been done there, by virtue of the 
royal authority, were juſt and lawful 
acts, and ſhall be fo deemed ; from 
all which it is manifeſt, that the in- 
1quitous ſcheme, concerted to deprive 
them of the liberty they have a right 
to by the laws of nature and the 
Engliſh conſtitution, will be pertina- 
ciouſly purſued: it being therefore 
neceſſary to provide for their defence 
and ſecurity, and juſtifiable to make 
repriſals upon their enemies, and 
otherwiſe to annoy them according 
to the laws and uſages of nations, 
the Congreſs, truſting that ſuch of 
their Friends in Great-Britain (of 
whom it is confeſſed there are many 
entitled to applauſe and gratitude for 
their patriotiſm and benevolence, 
and in whoſe favour a diſcrimination 
of property cannot be made) as ſhall 
ſuffer by captures, will impute it to 
the authors of our common calami- 
ties, Do declare and reſolve, as fol- 
loweth, to wit : | 

Reſolved, That the inhabitants of 
theſe Colonies be permitted to fit out 
armed veſſels to cruiſe on the enemies 
of theſe United Colonies, 

Reſolved, That all ſhips and other 
veſſels, their tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and all goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, belonging to any in- 


habitant or inhabitants of Great-Bri- 
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1 nner, waſting, ſpoiling, and de- tain taken on the high ſeas, or be- 


tween high and low water mark, by 
any armed veſſel, fitted out by any 
private perſon or perſons, and to 
whom commiſſions ſhall be granted, 


and- being libelled and proſecuted in 


any court erected for the trial of ma- 
ritime affairs in any of theſe Colonies, 
ſhall be deemed and adjudged to be 
lawful prize; and atter deducting 
and paying the wages which ſeamen 
and mariners on board of ſuch cap- 
tures as are merchant ſhips and veſ- 
ſels ſhall be entitled to, according to 
the terms of their contracts, until the 
time of the adjudication, ſhall be 
condemned to and for the uſe of the 
owner or owners, and the officers, 
marines, and mariners of ſuch armed 
veſiel, according to ſuch rules and 
proportions as they ſhall agree on 3 
provided always, that this reſolution 
ſhall not extend to any veſſel bring- 
ing ſettlers, arms, ammunition, or 
warlike ſtores to and for the uſe of 
theſe Colonies, or any of the inhabi- 
tants thereof, who are friends to the 
American cauſe, or to ſuch warlike 
ſtores, or to the effects of ſuch ſet- 
tlers. | 

Reſolved, That all ſhips or veſſels, 
with their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes, belonging to any inhabitant 
of Great-B:itain as aforeſaid, which 
ſhall be taken by any of the veſſels of 
war of theſe United Colonics, ſhall 
be deemed forieited ; one third, _ 
deducting and paying the wa 
ſeamen — —— = aforeſand, to 
the otficers and men on board, and 
two-thirds to the uſe of the United 
Colonies. 

Reſolved, That all ſhips or veſlels, 
with their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes, belonging to any inhabitants 
of Great Britain as aforeſaid, which 
ſhall be taken by any veſſel of war 


fitted cut by and at the expence of 


any of the United Colonies, ſhall be 
deemed torfeited, and divided, after 
d / deduct» 


—— 
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deducting and paying the wages of 
— of 1 aforefatd. in 
ſuch manner and proportions as the 
aſſembly or conyention of ſuch Co- 
lony ſhall dire&. 

Reſolved, That all veſſels, with 
their tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and cargoes, belonging to the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain as aforeſaid, 
and all veſſels which may be employed 
in carrying ſupplies to the miniſterial 
armies, which ſnall happen to be 
taken near the ſhores of any of theſe 
Colonies, by the people of the coun- 
try or detachments from the army, 
Mall be deemed lawful prize; and 
the court of admiralty within the ſaid 

Colony is required on condemnation 
thereof, to adjudge that all charges 
and expences, which may attend the 
capture and trial, be firſt paid out of 
the monies ariſing from the ſales of 
the prize, and the remainder equally 
divided among all thoſe, who ſhall 


have been actually engaged and em- 


ployed in taking the ſaid prize. Pro- 
vided, that where any detachments 
of the army ſhall have been employed 
as aforeſaid, their part of the prize- 
money, ſhall be diſtributed among 
them in proportion to the pay of the 
officers and ſoldiers ſo employed. 
Reſolved, 'That the. commiſſioners 
appointed to go to Canada, or any 
two of them, be impowered, if they 
think it neceſſary for the ſervice of 
the United Colonies, to raiſe « num- 
ber of independent companies, not 
exceeding fix, and to appoint the 
officers; that they alſo be empowered 
to fill up all vacancies, that may 
happen in the army of the United 
Cotonies in Canada, while they are 
there. 5. | C 
Reſolved, - That 1066} dollars in 
continental money, over and above 
the 1600 dollars to be paid them in 
ſpecie, be advanced to the commiſ- 
ſioners going to Canada, to defray 
their expences, they to render an 
account. a ö 
KReſolved, That 400 dollars in ſpe- 


of „ 5 


cie be paid to Mr. Walker, in full 
for ſo much by him lent to Gen:ral 
Wooſter, for the uſe of the army in 
Canada, and that General Wooſter's 
note be taken up and cancelled. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
on Monday next refoive itielt into a 
committee of the whole to take into 
conſideration the trade of the United 
Colonies ; and that ſundry motions 
offered by. the members from Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, Maryland, and. Virgi- 
nia, be referred to ſaid committee. 

Adjourned to 10 o'ciock on Monday. 
Monday, March 25, 1776. - 

Sundry letters were laid before 
Congreſs and read. 

One from General Waſhington of 
the 19th wherein he informs Con- 
greſs, that on the 17th the enemy 
evacuated Boſton, and our troops took 
poſſeſſion of it. 

One from General Schuyler, of 
the 12th. | ( 

One from Lord Stirling of the 21ſt. 
And, | 

One from the committee of ſafety 
of New-Jerſey. - 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this 
Congreſs, in their own name, and in 
the name of the Thirteen United Co- 
lonies, whom they repreſent, be pre- 
ſented to his Excellency Gen. Waſh- 
ington, and the officers and ſoldiers 
under his command, for their wiſe 
and ſpirited conduct in the ſiege and 
acquifition of Boſton ; and that a 
medal of goid be ſtruck in .comme- 
moration of this great event, and 
preſented to his Excellency ; and that 
a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a letter of thanks, and a 
proper device for the medal. 

The members choſen, Mr. J. 
Adams, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hopkins. 

Reſolved, That a commi:tce of 
three be appointed to confer with 
Mr. Dugan, and Colonel Ritzema. 

The members choſen, Mr. Harri- 
ſon, Mr. Johnſon, und Mr. Allen. 

Reſolved, That 20, ooo dollars be 
advanced to the delegates of Virgi- 


nil 


the p. 


counci 
ſubſiſte 
that Ct 
a ratio! 
and of 
eighth, 


halfpen 


nia for the uſe of the battalions in 
that Colony; the ſaid delegates to 
account for the expenuitur. thereof, 
The committee appointed to take 
into conſider2tivn the ſtate of the 
Colonies in the ſouthern department 
brought in their report, which was 
read as follows : 0 
„That it appears highly probable 


that a very conudgrabſe force will be 


exerted in that department by our 
enemies early this ſpring ; that the 


continental iorces employed in South 


Carolina and Virginia reipectively, 
cannot prudently be ſolely relied on, 
for the defence -of thoſe Colonies ; 


that South Carolina and Virginia are 


at a very great ſeparate expence in 
armed veſſels, rendered abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary by the ſituation and ctrcum- 
ſtances of thoſe countries; that the 
militia of South Carolina are obliged 
to perform a very laborious duty, 
which, from the ſmallneſs of their 
number, and the conſequent quick 
rotation, is exceſſively burdenſome ; 
and that the Colony of Virginia, in 
addition to the ſix battalions already 
there, have reſolved to raiſe, and are 
now . embodying three other batta- 
lions.“ Whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the convention or 
council of ſafety of South Carolina 
be permitted to raiſe and embody two 
other battalions, and that they be on 
the pay and at the expence of the 
continent, as ſoon. as they ſhall be 


armed fit for ſervice, and accordingly 


muſtered. | 
That the three colonial battalions 
of Virgufia, be alſo on the pay and 
at the expence of the continent, as 
ſoon as they ſhall be armed fit for 
ſervice, and accordingly muſtered, 
That the contracts made by the 
council of ſafety of Virginia for the 
ſubſiſtence of the third battalion in 
that Colony, at ſix-pence half-penny 
a ration ; of the fifth at eight-pence, 
and of the ſecond, fourth, ſeventh, 
eighth, and ninth, at ſeven-pence 


halfpenny a ration be confirmed. 
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Reſolved, That a deputy muſter- 


maſter-general be appointed for the 


ſouthern departmenc. 

Ine ballots being taken and exa» 
mined. 

Edmund Randolph, Eſq; was e- 
lected. 

Reſolved, That E. Randolph, Eſq; 
be empowered to appoint two deputy 
muſter-maſters under him, one for 
Noith Carolina and the other ſor 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

Reſolved, That the order of the 
day be poſtponed. 


The Congreſs then took into con- 


ſideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the ways and means of ſupply- 
ing the troops in Canada with pro- 
vitions and neceſſaries; whereupon, 

Reſolved, "That General Schuyler 
be directed to take ſuch order re- 
ſpecting the ſupplies of proviſions ne 
ceſſary ſor the troops in Canada, a 
he may deem expedient. 


The Congreſs being of opinion 


that the reduction of Quebec, and 


the general ſecurity of the province of 
Canada, are objects of great concern 

Reſolved, 'That Gen. Waſhington 
be directed to detach four battalions 
into Canada, from the army under 
his command, as ſoon as he ſhall be 
of opinion that. the ſafety of New- 
York and the eaſtern ſervice will per- 
mit. N 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, March 26, 1776. 

The Congreſs being informed that 
Mr. Ward, one of the delegates of 
Rhode-Iſland, died yeſterday. — 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
in a body attend the funeral of Mr. 
Ward to-morrow, with a crape round 
the arm, and will continue in mourn- 
ing for the ſpace of one month. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Hopkins, 
Mr. 8. Adams, and Mr. Wolcott be 
a committee to ſuperintend the fune- 
ral, and that they be directed to ap- 
ply to the Rev. Mr. Stillman, and 
requeſt him to preach a funeral ſer- 
mon on the occaſion. 
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That the aid committee be di- 
rected to invite the afſembly and 
committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, 
and other public bodies in Philadel- 
phia, to attend the funeral. 

Reſolved, 'That the privates of the 
companies ordered from Maryland to 
Accomac and Northampton, be al- 
lowed the pay of the privates in the 
ſouthern department, which is 63 
dollars, per calendar month. 

Reſolved, That if the convention 
or council of ſafety of North Caroli- 
na ſhall judge it neceſſary for the 
common ſafety to. raiſe one or two 
more battalions, the ſame when armed 
fit for ſervice and muſtered, be taken 
into the pay of the continent. 

Reſolved, That Commodore Doug- 
laſs be ordered immediately to repair 
to the Lakes, and take the command 
of the veſſels on that ſtation. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Thurſday. 
 _ Thurſday, March 28, 1776. 

Reſolved, That an order for 20,000 


dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of William Barrel of Phila- 


delphia, in full for tent cloth ſent 
him to Col. Mifflin for the uſe of the 
army under the command of General 
Waſhington ; the money being paid 
in conſequence of the general's letter 
3 to be charged to the ac- 
count 


| the 4 
Reſolved, 'That the marine com- 
mittee be empowered to purchaſe, on 


the moſt reaſonable terms they can, 
the ſhip Molly, for the uſe of the 


continent, to fit her out with all 
poſſible ition to join Capt. Barry 
on his cruiſe the coaſt, between 


New-Vork and Virginia. 
A memorial of Thomas Walker of 


Canada was preſented to Congreſs 


and read. | 


Two letters of the 27th from the 
committee of ſafety of New-Jerſey, 
' ' Reſolved, That the preſident re- 
turn an anſwer, and inform the com- 


mitee of ſafety of New-Jerſey that 


the Congreſs ſee no reaſon to alter or 
countermand the requiſition of the 
15th, and that therefore they be re- 
queſted to expedite the march of the 
troops to New-York, agreeable to 
the requiſition of the commanding 
officer. = 

The Congreſs eded to the e- 
lection of a colonel of the third bat. 
taſion ordered to be raiſed in the Co- 
lony of New-York, and the ballots 
being taken, | 

Rudolphus Ritzema was elected. 
The committee appointed to con- 
fer with Colonel Ritzema and Mr. 


Dugan brought in their report, which 


was read. 

Reſolved, That an order for 1000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. Jeremiah Dugan, 'as a 
reward for his ſervices in Canada. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Jeremiah 
Dugan be appointed a major, with 
the rank of a lieutenant-colonel, to 
command a body of three hundred 


rangers. | 
| That the ſaid rangers be divided 
by into three companies, each to conſiſt 


of an hundred. men, and to be com- 
manded by a captain and two liente- 
nants: that the captains and lieute- 
nants be recom mended by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dugan to the commiſſioners 
going to Canada for their approba- 
tion, and that, if they approve the 


gentlemen recommended, they grant 


them commiſſions. 

Reſolved, That Mr. William Fin- 
ney be appointed a deputy - quarter- 
maſter- general in the ſouthern de- 
partment. | 3 

Reſolved, That two engineers be 
employed for the ſouthern depart- 
ment. 

' Reſolved, That an order for 20,000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. James Meaſe, for the 
uſe of the Pennſylvania battalions, he 
to be accountable. 

Information being given to Con- 
greſs that that ſome priſoners in 2 
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mittee 


goal of Philadelphia have meditated 
an eſcape, and are near carrying their 
plan into execution. : 

Reſolved, That the goaler be di- 
reted to confine John Connolly, ＋ 
Smith, and Moſes Kirkland, in ſe 
parate apartments, and ſuffer no per- 

n to converſe with or of them, 
without ſpecial orders of Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That the — 
city and county of Philadelphia 
be directed by Mr. M Kean to call 
to his aſſiſtance a guard of fifty men 
from the barracks for the defence of 
the goal ; and that the ſheriff be far- 
ther directed to keep ſecret any inti- 
mation given him of a defign to reſf- 
cue his priſoners, and to employ every 
means to diſcover and apprehend 
thoſe concerned in ſuch defign. 

- Reſolved, That an order for 1000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. Samuel Fairlamb, for 
the uſe of the fourth Pennſylvania 
battalion, he to be accountable. 
The matters to this day referred 

ing poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o*clock to-morrow. 

Friday, March 29, 1776. 

Sundry letters were laid before Con- 
greſs and read. 5 

Two from General Schuyler of the 
r9th and 21ſt, with a copy of the 
treaty held with the Indians at Alba- 
ny, &c. 

One from the convention of New- 
York, of the 26th. 

One from Allan M*Donald. 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
Allan M Donald be referred to the 
committee on priſoners. 

That the other letters with the pa- 
pers - encloſed be referred to Mr. 
Wythe, Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. S. 
Adams. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to deliver to Mr. 
William Henry, and Co. 1 flb. of 
powder, to prove the muſkets he has 
contracted to make for the conti- 


nent, 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
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deration of the report of the com- 


mittee on the means of ſupplying the 
troops in Canada. Where — 
Reſolved, That a deputy commiſ- 
ſary-general of ſtores and proviſions 
be appointed for the army. of the 
United Colonies in Canada. | 
The ballots being taken and exa- 
mined, | 
Mr. J. Price was elected. 
Reſolved, That the laſt paragraph 
of the report be recommitted for fur- 
ther enquiry and examination. 


A letter from the committee of 


ſafety of New-Jerſey, and one from 
Captain John Macpherſon were re- 
ceived and read. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, March 30, 1776. 
Reſolved, That 60 dollars be ad- 
vanced to Captain Arundel, to be 
deducted out of his pay, and that he 
be directed immediately to repair to 
the ſouthern department,, and put 
himſelf ander the command of Gen. 
Lee 


Reſolved, That Monſ. Decham- 
bault and his companion be permit- 


ted to come to Philadelphia and tranſ—- 


act his buſineſs, and then return 
Briſtol. - 8. 
The Congreſs proceeded to the 
election of two engineers for the 
ſouthern department, and the ballots 
being taken. | 
John Stadler and Monſ. Maſſen- 
bach, were elected. | 
The Congreſs took into conſidera- 
tion the letter from the committee of 
ſafety of New-Jerſey. Whereupon, 
Reſolved, That the minute-men 
employed by Congreſs under the 
command of Colonel Heard, in the 
expedition to Long-Ifland, be al- 
lowed, while on that ſervice, the 
ſame pay and rations as continental 
troops in the middle department. 
Reſolved, That the delegates of 
New-York prepare an anſwer to the 
committee of ſafety of New-Jerley, 
and aſſign the reaſons of the foregoing 
| The 
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The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, | 
To William Tricket, for ſtationary, 

the ſum of 41.7 dollars. 

To Philip Apricht, for proviſions to 
General Lee's guard, the fum of 
4.7 dollars, and that the fame 

- ought to be paid to Adam Kim- 
mel. 

To ſundries, on certificates. for ne- 

ceſſuries furniſhed to the rifle com- 

. pamies, the ſum of 44.2 dollars, 
and that 2.5 dollars, part. of ſaid 

ſum be charged to Captain Creſſap's 

Company. N 
To ſundries, on certiſicates for rifles, 

ſhirts, &c. furniſhed to Captain 

_.Cluggage's company, the ſum af 

81.1 dollars, which ought to be 
paid to John Montgomery, Eſq; 
and charged to ſaid company, 

To Robert Erwin, waggon-maſter, 

on an account now ſettled, the ſum 
of 409.3 dollars. 

To $zcheyerel Wood, for proviſion 

furniſhed by him to ſeveral priſon- 
ers in the goal of Philadelphia, the 
ſum of 137.6 dollars. 

To Thomas Dewees, for proviſions 

. fox Connol y. Cameron, Smith, 
and Kirkland, the ſum of 57.8 

dollars. | 

. Ordered, That the ſaid accoun 


_:; | 
he committee appointed to con- 
ſer wich Major Wrixon, brought in 
their report, which was read, 
- Reiolved,. That each regimental 
ſyrgeon be al.owed a mate. 

That the pay of a ſurgeon's. mate 
be 18 dollars a month. 
. 2 Retolved, That ſuicable chirurgical 
inſtruments be purchaſed with each 
medicine cheſt. 

- Reſclved, That each brigadier- 
general, when on command, be em- 
powered io appoint a brigade major. 

. Acjourn*« to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, April 1, 1776. 
Reſolved, That Capt. D. Arundel 
be allowed 48,5 dollars in fuil for pay 
and ſubſiſtence, from the 8th gf Feb. 
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the time he was recommended to 
General Schuyler, to the 19th of 
March, when he received his com- 
miſſion | 

. Reſolved, That Mr. J. Meaſe be 
directed to advance Captain Romans 
one month's pay for himſelf and the 
officers and men of his company, and 
alſo ſubſiſtence money to. Albany. 
The committee to whom the peti- 
tion of Captain White Eyes was re- 
ferred, brought in their report which 
was read. | 

Reſolved, .Fhat the ſame be taken 
into conſideration to-morrow, 

The Congteſs having, on the 17th 
of February laſt, appointed a ſtand. 
ing commitee for ſuperintending the 
treaſury, with power, among other 
things, to employ and inftru@ proper 
perſons for liquidating the public ac- 
counts; and the ſaid reſolutions not 
being ſufficiently expricit, with re- 
ſpet to the manner and place of 
ſettling thoſe accounts, and. it being 
a matter of great conſequence, that 
the public accounts ſhould be regu». 
larly tated and kept, and juſtly li- 
quidated and ſettied. - 

Reſolved, Therefore that a treaſury 


office of accounts be initituted and 


eſtabliſhed, and that ſuch ofiice be 
kept in the city or place, where Con- 
grels ſhall from time to time be aſ- 
embled and hold their ſeſſions. 

That the ſaid office of accounts be 
under the direction and ſuperintend- 
ance of the ſtanding committee for 
the treaſury. 

Thac an auditor-general, and a 
competent number of aſſiſtants and 
clerks, be appointed by Congreſs, 
and employed tor ſtating, arranging, 
and keeping the public accounts. 

That all accounts and claims agaĩnſt 
the United Colonies, for ſervices or 
ſupplies, where the rates or prices 
have not been aſcertained by Congreſs, 
ſhall be preſented to the committee of 
claims, liquidated by them, and re- 


ported to and allowed by Congreſs, 


previous to their being paſſed, at the 
: treaſury 
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treaſury office; that all other ac- 
counts and claims, conſiſting of ar- 
ticles, the price or value of which 
ſhall have previouſly been fixed by 
con:rat, or otherwiſe aſcertained by 
Congreis, ſhall be Iiquicated and 
ſettled at the treaſury office, and re- 
ported tor the allowance of Congrels, 
by the committee for ſuperintencing 
the treaſury, and then patieu and en- 
tered at the treaſury office. 

That all contracts, ſecurities, and 
obligations, for the uſe ana benefit of 
the United Colonies, ſhall be lucged 
and kept in ne treaſury office of ac- 
counts ; ana that al! perſons to whom 
public monies have been or ſhall be 
advanced or paid, ſhall be charged 
with the ſame in the books of the 
ſaid office, for which every warrant 
on the treaſury, which ſha]. iſſue after 
the ſaid othce ſhall be opened, ſhall, 
previous to its being paid, be entered 
at the treaſury office, and the entry 
certtfied on the warrant by one of 
the camuttes on the treaſury, the 
autor general, or one of his aſũſt- 


ants or clerks ; provided, however, 


tha a orders or warrants iſſued by 
committees appointed and authoriſed 
by Coungr« is to draw on the treaſurers 
for part cu ar purpoſes, ſhail be p. d 
and charged to the account of 
ſaid committee reipectively, untit 
they ſhell ſcatle and have their ac- 
counts paſſea by Congress, when the 
debits gainſt them ſlia be arſcharged 
in tae reaſury office by ſuch credits 
as Cungreſ: thall agree to aud allow, 

1] hat al: atlemblies, conventions, 
councils, or committees of fafety, 
commiſſaries, pay-mzaiers, and o- 
thers, intruſted with public momes, 
ſhaii, within a reatonable time after 
beirg called upon tor that purpoſe, 
by the comruitce of the treaſury, 
produce their ac:ꝭꝙ2̃ and vouchers 
at the treaſury office, in ider :o their 
being ſettled aw adjuſted in the 
manner before d +Qed, 

That the committee for ſuperin- 
tending the treaſury ſhall be autho- 


ſervice, for ſuch materials and infor- 


4 5 


riſed to apply to the commandin 
officers and others, in the ph 
mation, as the committee may judge 
to be uſeful. for Rating, explaining, 
or checking the public accounts, in 
order to their being fairly and juſtly 
ſettled. 2 
That the auditor general and his 
aſſiſtants or clerks, before entering 
upon their offices, ſhall reſpectively 
take an eath, to be adminiſtered by 
one or more of the committee of the 
treaſury office (a certificate whereof 
ſhall be filed in the treaſury office) 
well and faithfully to execute the 


truſt repoſed in them, as auditor, _ 


aſſiſtant, or clerk, (as the caſe may 
be,) of the office of accounts, eſta- 
bliſhed by Congreſs, according to the 
beſt of their ſkill and judgment, and 
to diſeloſe no matter, the knowledge 
of which ſhall be acquired in conſe- 
quence of ſuch their office, which 
they . ſhall be directed to keep ſe- 
cret, 

That the committee for ſaperin- 
tending the treaſury ſhall be autho- 
riſed to hire ſuitable places, and pro- 
cure books of accounts and other ne- 
ceſſaries- at the public expence, for 
the eſtabliſhing and doing the buſineſs 
of the ſaid office. | 

Reſolved, That Major James 
Hewes, a priſoner at Elizabeth town, 
be allowed and ordered to come to 
Philadelphia for the benefit of his 
health, and there to wait on the com- 
mittee for priſoners, and take their 
directions with reſpec to the place of 
his future reſidence. 

Reſolved, That Mr. M Kean and 
Mr. Paine, be directed to examine 
the goal of Philadelphia, aud parti- 
cu'arly the apartments where Kirk- 
land, Connoliy, Smith, and Came- 


ron are confined, and report what is 


neceſſary to be done to have them 

ſafely and ſecurely kept. | 
Reſolved, That a committee of 

three be. appointed to confer with 


James M Knight, and examine his 


account 
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account and the nature of his claim, 
and report thereon to Congreſs. 

The members CIC R. 
Morris, Mr. M*Kean, and Mr. de 

The committee on qualifications 
having recommended Jacob Kemper, 
an enſign in 
Captain Howell's company in] the 
firſt New-Jerſey battalion, in the 
room of Cyprus de Hart, who has 


Reſolved, That he be appointed, 
and that a commiſſion be granted to 
him accordingly. . 

Refolved, "That the preſident in 
his next letter to General Schuyler, 
defire him to ſend an account of the 
lead at Ticonderoga. 

A letter from Alexander M Donald, 
George Gilleſpie, and W. Saunders, 
of the 12th of March, was preſented 
to Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
Mr. R. Morris, Mr. M*Kean, and 
Mr. de Hart. 
journed to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, April 2, 1776. 

A letter from Waſhin 
of the 24th of March, with five pa- 
pers incloſed, was laid before Con- 
greſs and read, 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare thi: form of a commiſſion, and 
inſtructi · ↄns to commanders of private 
ſhips of war, brought in the ſame, 
which were read. N 

The «commiſſion being agreed to, 
is as follows : 

The « lelegates of the United Co- 
lonies'of ' New-Hampſhire, &c. to all 
to whon1 theſe preſents ſhall come, 
greeting : know ye, that we have 
— and by theſe preſents do 
grant, li ceaſe and authority to 

mariner, commander of the 


called | of the 
burden of tons, or thereabours, 
belongi i g to of in the 


colony of —_— 
earriage guns, and navigated by 
men, to fit out and ſet forth che ſaid 


% 


in a warlike manner, and by and 
with the ſaid and the crew 
thereof, by force of arms to attack, 
ſeize, and take the ſhips and other 


| veſſels, belonging to the inhabitants 


of Great Britain, or any of them, 
with their tackle, apparel, furniture, 
and lading, on the high ſeas, or be- 
tween. high and low water marks, and 
to bring the ſame to ſome convenient 
port in the ſaid Colonies, in order 
that the courts which are or ſhall be 
there appointed to hear and deter- 
mine cauſes cizil and maritime, may 
proceed in due form to condemn the 
ſaid captures, if they be adjudged 
lawful prize ; the ſaid having 
given bond with ſufficient ſureties that 
nothing be done by the ſaid 
or any of the officers, mariners, or 
— — thereof, contrary to or in- 
conſiſtent with the uſages and cuſtoms 
of nations, and the inſtructions, a 
copy of which is herewith delivered 
to him. And we will and require all 
our officers whatſoever, to give ſuc- 
cour and aſſiſtance to the ſai 

in the premiſes.” This commiſſion 


ſhall continue in force until the Con- 


greſs ſhall iſſue orders to the con- 


trary. 
155 By order of Congreſs. 
The Congreſs then took into con- 
ſideration the draught of inſtructions, 
and after ſome time ſpent thereon, 
Reſolved, That it be recommitted, 
and that it be an inſtruction to the 
committee to fill up the blanks in 
we faid draught as they ſhall think 
| 


The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a letter of thanks to General 
Waſhington, and the officers and 
ſoldiers under his command, brought 
in a draught, which was read and 
agreed to. | 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed, 
ſigned , by the preſident, and for- 
warded. 

The committee on priſoners, to 
whom the letter from Monſ. Belletre, 
of the 16th of March laſt, was re. 


ferred, 


account 
hands, 
The 
ed that 
To the 


was read. Whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 3400 
dollars be advanced by the treaſurers 
to Monf, Belletre on his delivering to 
them his bills of exchange for the like 
ſum payable in gold or filver in the 
province of Canada. 

A petition from William Lindſey 
— preſented to Congteſs and 
read. 

Reſolved, That Colonel Wayne be 
directed to diſcharge Robert, the ſon 
of ſaid William Lindley, inliſted in 
his battalion. | 

The matters to this day referred' 
being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, April 3, 1776. 
nnd hat ths 131 from 


„nne 


ferred, brought in their report, which county of Suſſex in New- Jerſey for 


ſlay hire, in forwarding the pri- 

ſoners from Canada, under the 

command of Captain Braſher, the 
ſum of 45 dollars, and that the 
ſame ought to be paid to Nicholas 

Chriſtopher. | 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

A letter from H. Fiſher of Lewes 
Town to the committee of ſafety of 
Pennſylvania, together with a reſolve 
of ſaid committee being laid before 
Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That the commandin 
officer of the battalion raiſed in Dela- 
ware government be directed to ſend 
two companies of ſaid battalion ta 
Lewes Town, there to remain in the 
ſervice of the continent till farther 
orders. | 


General Waſhington of the 24th of Reſolved, That the marine com- 


March, with the papers incloſed, be 
referred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr..John- 
ſon, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Wilſon. 

A memorial and. petition from 
Captain John Nelion, was preſented 
to Congreſs and read. Alſo, 

A petition from P. Moore, in be- 
half of the owners of the ſloops Con- 
greſs and Chance, privateers, was 
preſented and read. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſell ſaid owners, 
400 Ib. of powder, for the uſe of 
their privateers. 

The committee of claims, to whom 
the accounts of Meſſrs. Price and 
Haywood were referred, brought in 
their report. Whereupon, 

Reſolved, That there be adyanced 
to Meſſrs. Price and Haywood, the 
ſum of 64,358.6 dollars, on account 
of ſupplics to the army in Canada, 
to be accounted for on the ſettlement 
of their accounts ; and that General 
Wooſter be directed to forward the 
accounts and vouchers lodged in his 
hands, | 

The ſaĩd committee farther report- 
ed that there is due, 

To the townſhip of Montague in the 


mittee be directed and empowered to 
fit out with all expedition, two armed 


cutters for the ſervice of the conti- 


nent. 

Reſolyed, That blank commiſſions 
for private ſhips of war and letters of 
marque and repriſal, ſigned by the 
preſident, be ſent. to the general aſ- 
ſemblies, conventions, and councils 
or committees of ſafety of the United 
Colonies, to be by them filled up 
and delivered to the perſons intend- 
ing to fit out ſuch private oe of 
war for making captures of Britif 
veſſels and cargoes, who ſhall apply 
for the ſame, and execute the bonds, 
which ſhall be ſent with the ſaid com- 
miſſions, which bonds ſhall be re- 
turned to the Congreſs. 


Reſolved, That every perſon in- 


tending to ſet forth and fit out a pri- 
vate ſhip or veſlel of war, and apply- 
ing for a commiſſion or letters of 
marque and repriſal for that purpoſe, 
ſhall produce a writing ſubſcribed by 
him, containing the name and ton- 
nage or burden of the ſhip or. veſſel, 


the number of her guns with their 


weight of metal, the name and place 
of reſidence of the owner or owners, 
the | of the commander and 


other 


itifle 


(' 174 ) 


other officers, the number of the crew, 
and the quantity of proviſions and 
warkke ſtores; which writing ſhall 
be delivered to the ſecretary of Con- 
greſs, or to the clerk of the houſe of 
repreſentatives, convention or coun- 
. or committee of ſafety of the Co- 
lony in which the ſhip or veſſel ſhall 
be, to be tranſmitted to the ſaid ſe- 
cretary, and hall be regiſtered by 

im z and that the commander of the 
48 5 veſſel, before the commiſſion 
or che of marque and repriſal may 
be granted, ſhill, together with ſure- 
ties, ſeal and deliver a bond in the 
penalty of five thouſand dollars, if 
the veſſel be of one hundred tons or 
under, or ten thouſand dollars, if of 


a greater burden, payable to the 


Preſident of the Congreſs in truſt for 
the uſe of the United Colonies, with 
condition in the form following, to 
wit, The condition of this obliga- 
tion is ſuch, that if the above boun- 
den who is commander of the 
called - belonging to 

of in the Colony of F — 
ing carria ns and navigate 
bw men, ks hath 3 
for a commiſſion and letters of marque 
and repriſal to arm, equip, and ſet 
forth to ſea the ſaid as a pri- 

te ſhip of war, and to make cap- 
tures of Britiſh veſſels and cargoes, 
ſhall not exceed or tranſgreſs the 
powers and authorities which ſhall be 
contained ia the ſaid commiſſion, but 
ſhall in all things obſerve and con- 
duct himſelf and govern his crew by 
and according to the ſame, ahd cer- 
tain inſtructions therewith to be deli- 
vered, and ſuch other inſtructions as 
may hereaficr be given to him, and 
ſhall make reparation for all damages 
ſuſtained by any miſconduct or un- 
warrantable preccedings of himſelf 
or the officers or crew of the ſaid 
then this obligation ſhall be void, or 
elſe remain in force,”” which bond 
ſhail be lodged with the ſaid ſecretary 
of Congreſs. 

The committee to whom the in- 


ſtructions to the commanders of pri- 
vate ſhips or veſſels of war, were re- 
committed, brought in a report, 
which being taken into conſideration 
and debated by paragraphs, was 
agreed to as follows: 
Iaſtructions to the commanders of pri- 
vate ſhips or veſſels of war, which 
ſhall bave commiſſions or letters of 
marque and repriſal, authorifing 
. them to make captures of Britiſh we/j- 
fels and cargoes. | 
I. You may by force of arms at- 
tack, ſubdue, and take all ſhips and 
other veſlels belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of Great-Britain, on the high 


ſeas, or between high water and low | 


water marks, except ſhips and veſſels 
bringing perſons who intend to ſettle 
and reſide in the United Colonies, or 
bringing arms, ammunition, br war- 
like ftores, to the ſaid Colonies, for 
the uſe of ſuch inhabitants thereof as 
are friends to the American cauſe, 
which you ſhall ſuffer to paſs unmo- 
leſted, the commanders thereof per- 
mitting a peaceable ſearch, and giv- 
ing ſatisfactory information of the 
contents of the ladings, and.deſtina- 
tions of the voyages. 

2. You may by force of arms at- 
tack, ſubdue, and take all ſhips and 
other veſſels whatſoever, carrying 
ſoldiers, arms, gunpowder, ammu- 
nition, proviſions, or any other con- 
traband goods, to any of the Britiſh 
armies or ſhips of war employed 
againſt theſe Colonies, 

3. You ſha'l bring ſuch ſhips and 


veſſels as you ſhall take, with their 


guns, rigging, tackle, apparel, fur- 
niture, and ladings, to iome conve- 
nient port or ports of the United Co- 
lonies, that proceedings may there- 
upon be had in due form before the 
courts, which are or ſhall be there 


appointed to hear and determine 


cauies civil and maritime. | 
4: You, cr one of your chief offi- 

cers, ſhall bring or fend the maſter 

and pilot, and one or more principal 


perſon or perſons of the compauy of 
i every 


eyery ſhip or veſſel by you taken, as 
ſoon after the capture as may be, to 
the judge or judges of ſuch court as 
aforeſaid, to be examined upon oath, 
and make anſwer to the interrogato- 
ries which may be propounded touch- 
ing the intereſt or property of the 
ſhip or veſſel, and her lading; and 
at the ſame time you ſhall defirer or 
cauſe to be delivered to the judge or 
judges, all paſſes, ſea briefs, charter 
partics, bills of lading, cockets, let- 
ters, and other documents and writ- 
ings found on board, proving the {aid 
papers by the affidavit of yourſelf or 
of ſome other perſon preſent at the 
capture, to be produced as they were 
received, without fraud, addition, 
ſubduction, or embezzlement. 5 

5. You ſhall keep and preſerve 
every ſhip or veſſel and cargo by you 
taken, until they ſhall, by a ſentence 
of a court properly authoriſed, be 
adjudged law ful prizes; not ſelling, 


ſpoiling, waſting, or diminiſhing the 


ne, or breaking the bulk thereof, 
nor ſuffering any ſuch thing to be 
done. 

6. If you, or any of your officers 


or crew, ſhall, in cold blood, kill or 


maim, or by torture or otherwiſe, 
cruelly, inhumanly, and contrary to 
common uſage, and the practice of 


civilized nations in war, treat any - 
perion or perſons ſurpriſed in the ſhip. 


or veſſel you ſhall take, the offender 
ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed. 

7. You ſhall, by all convenient 
opportunities, ſend to Congreſs writ- 
ten accounts of the captures you ſhall 
make, with the number and names 
of the captives, copies of your journal 
from time to time, and intelligence 
of what may occur or be diſcovered 


concerning the deſigns of the enemy, 


and the deltinations, motions, and 
operations of their fleets and armies. 
8. One-third, at leaſt, of your 
whole company ſhall be land-men. 
9. You ſhall not ranſom any pri- 
ſoners or captives, but ſhall diſpoſe 


of them in ſuch manner as the Con- 


(CK 15: ) 


greſs, or if that be not ſitting in the 
Colony whither they ſhal] be brought, 
as the general aſſembly, convenuon, 


or council, or committee of ſafety of 


ſuch Colony ſhall direct. 


10. You ſhall obſerve all ſuch fur- 


ther inſtructions as Congreſs ſhall 
hereafter give in the premiſes, when 
you ſhall haye notice thereof, 

11. If you ſhall do any thing con- 
trary to theſe inſtructions, or to others 


hereafter to be given, or - willingly 


ſuffer ſuch thing to be done, you 
ſhall not only forteit your commiſſion, 


aud be liable to an action for the 


breach of the condition of your bond, 
but be reſponſible to the party grieved 


for damages ſuſtained by ſuch mal- 


verſation. 
Reſolyed, That an order for 20,000 
dollars be drawn” on the trraſurers in 


favour of James Meaſe, com miſſary, 
for the uſe of the Penniylvania bat- 


talions, he to be accountable. 


Reſolyed, That the pay of the 
auditor of accounts be at the rate of 
one thouſand and fixty-fix dollars, 
and two-thirds of a dollar per annum. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will 
to-morrow morning reſolve itſelf into, 
a committee of the whole, to take , 


into conſideration the trade of the 
United Colonies, 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, . 


Thurſday, April 4, 1776. 


Reſolved, That the treaſurers be 
directed ta take Colonel Belletre's 
bills drawn on ſome of his friends or 


correſpondents in Canada, and not 
upon General Carleton. 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 
To John de Hart, for proviſions fur- 
niſhed by Archibald Campbell, 
the ſum of 17.9 dollars. 


Ordered, That the ſaid account be 


id. 
Reſolved, That an order for 100 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 


favour of Monſ. Le Fontaine, for his 


ſervices in Canada. 
Agreeable to the order of the da 5 
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the | Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, to take into 


conſideration the trade of the United 


Colonies, and after ſome time ſpent 
thereon, the preſident reſumed the 
chair, and Mr. Harriſon reported 
that the committee had taken into 
confideration the matters referred to 


them, and had come to ſundry reſo- 


lutions, which he was ordered to de- 
liver in. 


The reſolutions agreed to by the 


committee of the whole Congreſs be- 


ing read, ; 

Drdercd to lie on the table. 

The committee, to whom were 
referred the memorial from James 
M Knight, and the letter from Alex- 
ander M Donald, George Gilleſpie, 
and T. W. Saunders, brought in 
their report, which was read. Where - 
upon, 9 
PReehbed. That the committee of 
inſpection and obſervation of the 
-county of Burlington, be requeſted 


to make fale of the fl 3 lo 
t 


whereof the ſaid James M- Knig 
was prize maſter, and which was 
Ately run aſhore by him, within the 


Kid county, together with her tackle, 


apparel, and furniture, and the car- 
Im . at public auction; and 
aſter deducting the charges of ſecur- 
ing and ſelling che ſame, to pay one 
moiety af the ſurplus to the Fai — 
M Knight for ſalvage, and retain the 
other matety thereof, for the owner 
or owners. 

That Mefirs. Alexander M Do- 
nald, George Gilleſpie, and T. W. 
Saunders, Who have lately come into 
the Colony of New-Jerſey from the 
Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, 

E in Gieat-Britain, they have con- 
ſiderable property remaining, be ex- 
cuſed from entering into the militia 


of the ſaid Colon,, and from ſigning 


the aſſociation ; proviced alx ays, 
that they be, in all other re ſpects, 


ſubje& to the like taxes and regula- 
cher inhabjtanrs of 


tions with the o 
r the ſaid Colony. 8 


where, 


The committee appointed to con- 
ſider the beſt ways and means of ſup. 


plying the army in Canada, brought 


in a farther report, which was read. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of 53 dol-- 


lars be advanced to Monſ, St. 2 
laire, to be deducted out of his pay. 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Satur- 


day. 
Saturday, April 6, 1776. 
Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſupply Captain 
Romans with twenty-four muſkets for 
the uſe of his company. 

That the ſaid committee be direct- 
ed to deliver to Colonel St. Clair fix 
pounds of powder and four pourds 
of lead, for the uſe of the rifle com- 
pany in his battalion, | 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report from the com- 
mittee of the whole, and the ſame 
being twice read, and debated by 
paragraphs, - was agreed to as fol- 

WS : | 


Reſolved, That any goods, wares 
and merchandiſe, except ſtaves and 
ups caſks, other than ſhaken or 
knock-d down caſks for molaſſes, 


may be exported from the "Thirteen 


United Colonies, by the inhabitants 
thereof, and -by the people of all 
ſuch countries, as are not ſubject to 
the King of Great-Britain, to any 
parts of the world, which are not 
under the dominion of the ſaid king; 
provided that no veſſel be permitted 
to export any greater number of 
ſhaken or knocked down molaſſes 
caſks, than the ſame veſſel is capable 
of carrying, when they ſhall be filled 
with molaſſes. 

Reſolved, That any goods, wares, 
and merchandiſes, except ſuch as are 
of the growth, production, or manu- 
facture of, or brought from any coun- 
iy under the dominion of the Kin 
0 


Great-Britain, and except Eal'- 


India tea, may be imported fron 


any other =» of the world, to the 


Thirteen ' United Colonies, by 
an 
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inhabitants thereof, and by the peo- 
* of all ſuch countries as are not 
ubject to the ſaid king; liable, how- 
ever, to all ſuch duties and impoſi- 
tions as now are, or may hereafter 
be laid by any of the ſaid Colonies. 

Reſolved, That nothing herein 
contained ſhall be underſtood to pre- 
vent ſuch future commercial regula- 
tions, as ſhall be thought juſt and 
neceſſary by theſe United Colonies, 
or their reſpective legiſlatures, 

Reſolved, That no ſlaves be im- 
ported into any of the Thirteen Uni- 
ted Colonies. 

Reſolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the aſſemblies and conventions 
in the ſeveral Colonies, to appoint 

r officers at convenient places in 
their reſpective Colonies, to take 
bonds in adequate penalties, for ob- 
ſerving the regulations made by the 
Congreſs, or aſſemblies, or conven- 
tions, concerning trade, and for ſe- 
curing the obſervation of ſuch parts 
of the aſſociation, as are not incon- 
fiſtent therewith ; and that the obligor 
ſhall, within eighteen months after 
the departure of the veſſel, produce 
to ſuch officers a certificate under the 
hands and ſeals of three or more repu- 
table merchants, reſiding at the port 
or place where the cargo ſhall be de- 
livered, that the ſame was there un- 
laded, and take manifeſts opon oath, 
of the cargoes exported and imported, 
and keep fair accounts and entries 
thereof, give bills of health when 


deſired, grant regiſters ſhewing the 


property of the veſſels cleared out, 
and ſign certificates that the requiſites 
for qualifying veſſels to trade, have 
been complied with : and that the 
fees of the ſaid officers be ſtated by 
the reſpective aſſemblies or conven- 
tions. Provided always, that no 
8 upon any of the ſaid 

nds, ſhall be commenced, but 
within three years after the date 
thereof, 


Reſolved, That all goods, wares, 
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and merchandiſes, except ſuch as arg 
made prize of, which ſhall be im- 
ported directly or indirectly from 
Great-Britajn or Ireland, into any of 
theſe United Colonies, contrary to 
the regulations eſtabliſhed by Con- 
greſs, ſhall be forfeited and diipoſed 
of, agreeable to ſuch rules :s ſhall be 
made by the ſeveral aſſemblies or 
conventions, and ſhall be liable to 
proſecution and condemnation in any 
court erected or to be erected for the 
determination of maritime affairs, in 
the Colony where the ſeizure ſhall” 
be made. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to bring in a res 
lolution for diſpofing and uſing the 
tea now in theſe Colonies, 

The members choſen, Mr. R. 
Morris, Mr. Jay, and Mr. M*Kean. 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Robert Erwin, waggon-maſter 
for William M*Carty's and Rich- 
ard Key's teams to Virginia with 
powder, each thirty days and fer- 
riages, the ſum of 250.5 dollars, 
Ordered, That the 1ame be paid. 
The committee to whom the let- 

ters from General Schuyler of the 

7th and 19th, and from W. Build. 
ing, Eſq; chairman of the conven- 
tion of New-York, of the 26th of 

March laſt, were referred, brought 

in their report, which being taken 

into conſideration, 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
inſpection and obſervation of Albany 
be deſired to examine, ſtate, and ſet» 
tle the accounts of expences incurred 
in the taking of Ticonderoga — 
Crown-Point, which, ſhall 1 
before them - by General Schuyler, 
and report the ſame to Congreſs. 

Reſolved, 'That the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the Northern 
Department, be defired to aſſure the 
Indians that Congreſs will do every 
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For them, and hope they ſhall ſoon 
accompliſh it. 2 a 
' Reſolved, That Robert Yates be 
appointed ſecretary to the commiſ- 
fioners for Indian affairs in the Nor- 
thern Department, and be allowed at 
the rate of two hundred and fifty 
dollars by the year. Aſo» 
Reſolved, 'That the remainder of 
the report be poſtponed. 
A letter from General Waſhington 
of the 27th of March. And, 
A letter from Brigadier-General 
Heath being received and read, 
Reſolved, That the letter from 
General Waſhington with the papers 
incloſed, be referred to a committee 
of the whole Congreſs. X 
Reſolved, That the ſum of 100,000 
dollars be ſent to New-York for the 
uſe of the army there, in the ſervice 
of the United Colonies, | 
The committee for prifoners brought 
in à report which was read. SB 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Reſolved, That the delegates of 
Virginia be directed to write to their 
convention or committee, or council 
of ſafety, to collect and forward to 
the treaſurers of the United Colonies, 
what gold and filver they can pro- 
cure, and to draw on the preſident 
for. the amount thereof, at the rate of 
eight dollars for half joes, weighing 
nine penny weight. 2 
The committee on qualifications, 
having recommended Samuel Check- 
ley, as a proper p*rſon to fill a va- 
cancy of an enſign in the third Penn- 
ſylvania battalion : $ 
Ordered, That a commiſſion be 
granted to the ſaid Samuel Checkley 
accordingly. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Tueſ- 
day i — 
Tueſday, April 9, 1776. 
Reſolved, I hat the 4 4 200,000 
dollars be ſent to New-York, for the 
uſe of the continental forces there. 
A liſt of priſoners brought from 
Canada by M-jor Zedwitz, and a 


letter of the 4th from John Nelſon, 


chairman of the committee of Brunf. 
wick, reſpecting priſoners brought to 
that place; alſo a letter from Col, 
Haſlet of the Delaware battalion, 
being laid before Congreſs and read, 

Reſolved, That they be referred to 
the committee on priſoners. 

A letter of the 5th from Captain 
Brice, a priſoner at Brunſwick, was 
preſented to Congreſs and read, 
whereupon, 

Reſolyed, That Captain Brice be 

rmitted to come to Philadelphia, 
in order to conſult a phyſician, and 
there wait the orders of Congreſs. 

A letter of the 6th of March from 
Brigadier-General Wooſter, and a 
letter of the 26th of the ſame month, 
from General Schuyler, were laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

The Congreſs proceeded to the e- 
lection of an auditor-general, and the 
ballots being taken and examined, 
John Gibſon, Eſq; was elected. 
he Congreſs took into con ſidera- 
tion the report of the committee on 
priſoners, whereypon, 
* Reſolved, That Captain Thomas 
Gamble be not exchanged, there 
being na cartel ſettled. 

Reſolved, That Captain Duncan 
Campbell, be permitted to reſide with 
his wife and family, in the city of 
Burlington in New-Jerley. 

Reſolved, That the committee on 
priſoners be directed to write to Gen. 
Schuyler, and take his opinion, 
whether Allan M Donald, and the 
other hoſtages taken in Tryon county 
may, conſiſtent with the public ſafety, 
be permitted to return to their reſpec- 
tive homes on their parole. 

Reſolved, That a liſt of the pri- 
ſoners of war in each Colony be made 
out and tranſmitted to the houſe of. 
aſſembly, convention, council, or 
committee of iafety of ſuch Colony 
reſpectively, and that they be autho- 
rized and requeſted to cauſe a ſtrict 
obſervance. of the terms on which ſuch 
priſoners have been enlarged, and 

Q 


alſo take eſpecial care that none of 
thoſe confined by order of Congreſs 


be ſuffered to eſcape; and alſo that 


the allowance to each priſoner be 
punctually paid by the preſident of 
the convention, or of the council, or 
committee of ſafety of the Colony in 
which he reſides; and where there 


are no conventions, by the ſpeakers 


of aſſembly, which ſaid preſidents or 

ſpeakers, are hereby authorized, from 

time to time, to draw for the ſums 
advanced in purſuance of this reſo- 
lution, upon the preſident of Con- 
greſs. 

Reſolved, That Brigadier- General 

Pre ſcot, upon ſubſcribing the parake 

ordered, be enlarged from his pre- 

ſent confinement. 
The committee of claims reported 

that there is due, . 

To Lewis Nicola, for repairs done at 
the old goal in this city, fitted up 
for the reception of troops, the ſum 
of 226 dollars. 

To Joieph Page, for his ſervice in 
actending the powder waggons to 
Virginia, the ſum of 55 dollars, 
and that the ſame ought to be paid 
to Benjamin Harriſou, Eiq: 

To Jacob Garrigues, for tranicribing 
minutes, letters, &c. for Congreſs, 
the ſum of 48.2 dollars. 

To John Bruce, for 402 tin cartouch 
boxes, the ſum of 17.42 dollars. 
To John Armer and Samuel A len, 
for bringing baggage, &c. be- 
longing to Meſſrs. Dulhunt and 
Gamilli, from New-York to Phi- 
ladelphia, the ſum of 21 dollars, 
and that the ſame ought to be paid 

to Sameul Allen. 

To ſundry perſons for horſe- hire, 
proviſions, &c. the ſum of 12. 5 
doliars, and that the ſame ought to 
be paid to John Alſop, Eſq; 

To Clement Biddle for proviſions, 
&c. tor the Britiſh troops of the 
7th and 26th regiments who are 

_ priſoners, the ſum of 294 dollars, 
and tor Wampum for the ſouthern 


department, the ſum of 59 dollars. 
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To Ludowic Kuhn, for b6arding part 
of Captain Romans's company of 
matroſſes, the ſum of 59.8 dollars. 

To William Shepherd, for two horſes 
ſold by him to General Lee, and 
for {ſundry articles of Geers, the 
ſum of 175.7 dollars. | 

To Matthias Slough, for proviſions 
for the 7th and 26th regiments of 
Britiſh troops from the 26th Feb. 
to the 21ſt March, the ſum of 
193-3 dollars, 

Ordered, That the above accounts 
be paid. 

Lord Stirling having, agreeable to 
the order of Congreſs of the 19th of 
March laſt, appointed perſons to va- 
lue the boat of Michael Kearney, 
jun. and tranſmitted to Congreſs the 
valuation by them made, amounting 
to 725 dollars. 

Ordered, that the ſame paid to the 
ſaid Mich.el Kearney. | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, April 10, 1776. 

Two letters of the iſt from Gen. 
Waſhington were laid before Congreſs 
and read: alſo a letter of the 8th 
from John Connoly. 

Reſolved, That the letter from 
General Waſhington be referred to a 
committee of the whole Congreſs. 

The committee to whom the re 
on Indian affairs in the Middle De- 
partment, and the petition of Capt. 
White Eyes were referred, brought in 
their report, which was taken into 
conſideration; whereupon, * 

Reſolved, That the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the Middle De- 
partment, or any one of them, be 
deſired to employ for reaſonable ſala- 
ries a miniſter of the goſpel, to reſide 
among the Delaware Indians, and 
inſtruct them in the Chriſtian reli- 
gion; a ſchoolmaſter to teach their 
youth reading, writing, and arih- 
metic ; alſo a black-ſmith to do the 
work of the Indians in the Middle 
Department. . 

Reſolved, That the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the Mddle De- 

; partment, 
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partment, be defired to provide at 
the expence of the United Colonies 
for the entertainment of the ſachems 
and warriors of the Indians, and 
their attendants and meſſengers, with 
the accuſtomed hoſpitality, when they 


come to Pit h to treat or pive 
— of poblic affairs, or — 
A viut, 
Reſolved, That the com miſſioners 
for Indian affairs, be deſired to ac- 
uaint the Indians in their reſpective 
that Congreſs have 
formed a plan for importing goods to 


ſupply their neceſſities. 


That the commiſſioners for Indian 
affairs be deſired to enquire and re- 
the cauſe of the diſcontent of 
the Indians in the Middle 2 
what meaſures may be purſued to re- 
ſtore quiet and harmony, and to uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours in the mean 
time to prevent hoſtilities. 


' Reſolved, Thar although the proc 


perity of Dartmouth College in the 
colony of New-Hampſhire, is a de- 
fireable object, it is neither ſeaſonable 
nor prudent to contribute towards its 


relief or ſupport out of the public 


Reſolved, That ſo ſoon as conve- 


niently may be, a treaty be held be- 


tween the commiſſioners for Indian 
affairs in the Middle Department, and 
the nations of Indians to the weſt- 


ward ; and that the ſaid commiſſion- 


ers be deſired to appoint the time and 
place of meeting for that purpoſe, 
and give the Indians information 


thereof. 


R. Reſolved, That — be referred to 

ain George organ, Eneas 
Mackay, Eſq; and — John 
Neville, to adjuſt and determine all 
matters of difference between Co- 
quataginta or Captain While Eyes, 
and Meiſrs. Bernard Gratz, and 
Michael Gratz; and that the arbi- 
trators, in caſe cither of the parties, 
to whom it is recommended to ſub- 
mit to their award, ſhall refuſe to 


abide thereby, report the reaſons of 
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ſuch refuſal with a ſtate of the caſe, 
and any other matters they ſhall think 
fit, to Congreſs. x 

That diſputes which ſhall ariſe 
between any of the white people and 
the Indians in their dealings, (if the 
latter will conſent) be determined by 
arbitrators choſen, one by each of 
the parties, and another by the com- 
— for Indian affairs, or when 
they are abſent, by the agent in the 
department where the Indian party 
reſides, . 
The Congreſs then proceeded to 
the choice of an agent for Indian af- 
fairs in the Middle Department, and 
the ballots being taken and examined, 

George Morgan, Eſq; was elected. 

Reſolved, 'T hat the ſum of 300 
dollars be preſented to Capt. White 
Eyes. 


Reſolved, That George Morgan, 


Eſq; the agent for Indian affairs in 
the Middle Department, be impow- 
ered to purchaſe for Captain White 
Eyes, two horſes with two ſaddles 
and bridles, and that the treaſurers 


be directed to pay to the ſajd George 


Morgan, a ſum not exceeding 100 
dollars for defraying the expences 
thereof. 

Reſolved, That the following 
ſpeech be delivered to Captain White 
Eyes to-morrow morning. 

„Brother Capt. White Eyes, 
© We have not been unmindful of 


our promiſe made to you and your 


nation the 16th- of December. We 
now thank you for your ſpeech to us 
the zd of laſt month.“ 

% Brothers the Delawares, 

« At the council fire at Pittſburgh, 
laſt fall, and fince by our Brother 
Captain White Eyes, he hath been 
all the winter with us, you requeſted 
our athſtance to promote peace and 
uſeful knowledge among you, parti- 
cularly the knowlie g of the Chriſtian 
religion, We rejoice brutners, to 


find you thus diſpoicd, and will, as 
eaily as we can, provide a ſuitable 
miniſter and ſchoolmaſter, and a ſober 

man 
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man to inſtruct you in agriculture, 
Theſe things we agreed to do, bro- 
thers, at your requeſt, and to con- 
vince you, that we wiſh to advance 
our happineſs, and that there may 
bo a laſting union between us, and 
that as you expreſs it, we may be- 
rome one people. The introduction 
of uſeful arts among you will be ef- 
feted, we apprehend, by encourag- 
ing handicraft men to ſettle and re- 
ſide in your country. The method 
of doing this, mult be left to your 
diſcretion. 
«© Brothers, 

« We deſire you will make it 
known among all the Indian nations 
to the weſtwatd, that we are deter- 
mined to cultivate peace and friend- 
ſhip with them, and that we will en- 
deavour by making the beſt regula- 
tions in our power, to prevent any 
of our people wronging them .in any 
manner, or taking their lands ; and 
that we will ftrive to put the trade 
between us on ſuch a footing as will 


ſecure the peace and promote the in- 


tereſt of all parties; and we expect, 
that all the wiſe men of every Indian 
nation, will uſe their influence for 
the ſame purpoſe.” 
«« Brothers, 

* We have named George Mor- 
gan, Eſq: as agent under our com- 
miffioners for Indian affairs in the 


Middle Department, and we deſire you 


will confer with him on whatever 
bufineſs you may have with us. We 


hope you will inform him of all pub- 


lic matters. We recommend him to 


your friendſhip.” 


4 Brothers, 

% You tell us, that yout uncles, 
our brothers, the Wiandors have given 
your nation a large tract of country, 
comprehended between the river Ohio 
on the ſouth, the weſt branch of the 
tiver Muſkingham and Sanduſky on 
the weſt, Lake Erie on the north, 
and Preſqui Ile on the eaſt.” 

«© Brothers, 


„ Hearken to eur advice, As we 


are informed that your uncle our 
brothers the Six Nations claim moſt of 
thoſe lands, we recommend it to you 
to obtain theit approbation of this 


grant to you from the Wiandots in 


public council, and have it put on 
record. Such a ſtep will prevent un- 
eaſineſs and jealouſy on their part, 
and continue the confidence and 
friendſhip which ſubſiſts between you 
and them. We wiſh to promote the 
laſting peace and happineſs of all our 
brothers the Indian nations, who 
live with us on this great iſland; As 
far as your ſettlement and ſecurity 
may depend upon us, you may be 
aſſured of our protection. We ſhall 
take all the care in our power, 'that 
no — or diſturbance bo 
given you by our people, nor ſhall 
any of them be ſuffered by force or 
fraud to deprive you of any of your 
lands, or to ſettle them without a fair 
purchaſe from you, and your free 
conſent. If contrary to your inten- 
tion; any injury ſhould be offered to 
you by any of our people, inform us 
of it, and we ſhall be always ready 
to procure you ſatisfaftion and re- 


_ dreſs.” 


„ Brother Capt. White Eyes, 


«© We deſire you will inform your 


natien, your uncles the Six Nations, 
and Wiandots, your grand-children 
the Shawareſe, and all the other na- 
tions, what you have ſeen and heard 
among us, and exhort them to keep 
faſt hold of the covenant chain o 
friendihip, which we have ſo lately 
repaired and ſtrengthened. As you 


are now about to depart, we preſent 


you with ſome money to buy cloaths 
and neceſſaries, and pay your ex- 
pences, and wiſh you a good journey, 
and bid you farewell.“ 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow: 
T hurſaay, April 11, 1976. 
A letter of the 5th, from General 
Putnam at New-York, with ſundry 


papers encloſed was preſented to Con- 


eſs and read. 
Reſolved, That an order for 10,000 
A a dollars 
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dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Carpenter Wharton com- 
miſſary, for the uſe of the Pennſyl- 
you battalions, he to be accounta- 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 
To Lieutenant-colonel Zedwitz for 
expences in * a wound re- 
ceived by him in falling from the 
walls of Quebec, and his expences 
from thence to Philadelphia, the 
ſum of 255.6 dollars. 
To John Hales for carriage hire, &c. 
bor the commiſſioners geing to Ca- 
nada, the ſum of 223 dollars. 
To Oliver Woolcot, Eſq; for his ex- 
pences in attending a treaty with 
the Six Nations at Albany, the ſum 
of 60 dollars. 
To Dr. Jonathan Pitts, for attending 
the priſoners at Reading, the ſum 
of 76.6 dollars ; and for medicines, 
Sc. ided for the troops in the 
Department, the ſum of 
134-6 dollars, amounting together 
to the ſum of 211.2 dollars. 
To the following perſons for board- 
Ing General Lee's guard, viz. 
chard Jacobs, the ſum of 6.4 
dollars; William Staddlemen, 7.4 ; 
Wilham M*<Dowel}, 3.4; Lawrence 
Fegan, 8.4; Jacob Wyncop, 13.6; 
Michael Gallagher, 1.8 ; John Ker- 
lin, 8.6; Charles Stultz, 8.7 
To Captain Long, for io much ad- 
vanced by him to Captain John 
Nelfon, of one of the rifle com- 
panies, the ſum of 10.7 dollars. 
— That the ſaid accounts 


— That the committee of 
claims allow for the ſupport of the 
hoſtages ſent by Gen. Schuyler from 
Tryon county, the ſum of two dol- 
lars a-week. : ; 

Reſolved, That two new members 
be added to the cannon committee, 
in the room of two who are abſent. 

The members choſen, Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Whipple. | 

Reſolved, That the ſceret com- 


mittee be directed to ſupply the de- 
legates of Maryland with one ton of 
powder for the uſe of the inhabitants 
of the eaſtern ſhore in that Colony. 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety of Pennſylvania be requeſted to 
provide proper barracks or quarteis 
for ſuch of the continental troops as 
may be from time to time in the city 
of Philadelphia. 

Reſolved, That the commanding 
officer at New. Vork, be directed to 
diſcharge the militia of New-Jerſey 
who are in the pay of the continent. 

That the commanding officer at 
New-York be directed to diſchar 
the whole or ſuch parts of the militia 
of New-York and Connecticut, now 


in the PAY of the continent, as the 


public ſervice will permit. 

A petition from Eliphalet D 
and William Williams; in behalf of 
the colony of Connecticut, was pre- 
ſented to Congreſs and read, ſettin 
forth that the Colony has advanc 
large ſums of money for the conti- 
nent over and above what have been 
paid them, that though they have 
uſed their utmoſt diligence they have 
not yet been able to prepare a full 
ſtate of their accounts to lay before 
Congreſs, and as their treaſury is 
exhauſted, and the Colony and the 
public intereſt in danger of ſuffering 
for want of ſupplies, praying that the 
Congreſs would advance to the Colo- 
ny the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds 
lawful money, in part of their ad- 
vances. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 166, 
666.2 dollars be advanced to the colo- 
ny of Connecticut, on account of 
their advances for the ſervice of the 
continent, the ſaid Colony to be ac- 
countable. 

Captain White Eyes being called 
in, the ſpeech was delivered to him, 
and the money paid. 

Reſolved, I hat fifty dollars be paid 
to Iſaac Stille the mterpreter. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the conventions and committees or 

councils 


councils of ſafety of Virginia and 
North Carolina, to provide for the 
maintenance and ſecurity of the pri- 
ſoners made of the enemy in thetr 
Colonies, agrecable to the regulations 
of Congreſs for the ſupport of pri- 
ſoners, and that the expence thereof 
be defrayed by the Continent. 
Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to inquire into the 
truth of the report reſpecting Gov. 
Tryon's exacting an oath from perſons 
going by the packet, and to aſcertain 
the fal by affidavits taken before a 


chief juſtice, or other chief magiſ- 


trate. 
The members choſen, Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Wilſon. 
Reſolved, 'That the ſum of thirty 
dollars be advanced to John Harkeſs, 


a wounded ſoldier, who was diſcharged 


at Cambridge without any pay. 
Information being given that Mr. 
Hewes, a priſoner, has been defrauded 
of a large quantity of goods, 
Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to inquire into the 
truth of this matter, and report to 
Congreſs. | 
The members choſen, Mr. M Kean, 
Mr. Huntingdon, and Mr. Duane. 
The committee, to whom the pe- 
tition of John Secord was referred, 
brought in their report which was 
read. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended 
to the ſeveral aſſemblies, conventions, 
and committees or councils of ſafety 
of the United Colonies, to uſe their 
beſt endeavours in communicating to 
foreign nations the reſolutions of 
Congreſs relative to trade. 
* Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, April 12, 1776. 
A letter of the 21ſt March from 
W. H. Drayton, preſident of the 
convention of South C:rolina, with 
a copy of the act of parliament pro- 
hibiting all trade and commerce with 
the American Colonies. Alſo, 
A letter of the 1oth inſtant from 
Colonel John Haſler, incloſing an ac- 
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count of the engagement between the 
detachment of the Delaware battalion 
at Lewes, and a tender of the Roe- 
buck; alto informing that another 


company is wanted at Lewes Town, 


and that he has ordered one to mareh 
thither, were laid before Congreſs 
and read. 

Reſolved, That the conduct of 
Colonel Haſlet in ordering another 
company to Lewes Town, be ap- 
proved. 

The committee on qualifications 
having recommended James Hunter 
as a fit perſon to fill the oldeſt vacancy 
of ſccond heutenant, and Joel Weſt- 
coat as a ſtitable perſon to fill the 
ſecond oldeſt vacancy of ſecond lieu- 
tenant in the third Pennſylvania bat- 
talion, 

Reſolved, That commiſſions be 
granted to them accordingly. 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers be 
directed to pay Mr. Price the ſum of 
16,000 dollars in ſpecie in part of the 
ſum ordered to be advanced to him 
and Mr. Haywood, 

A petition from Colonel James 
1 was preſented to Congreis and 
read. x 

Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of three. ; 

The members chaſen, Mr. Brax- 
= Mr. Duane, and Mr, Alexan- 
er. 

Reſolved, That the aſſemblies, 


conventions, and committees or coun- © 


cils of ſafety of the Colonies reſpec- 
tively, in which p:iſoners are, or ſhall 
chuſe, or be appointed to reſide, be 
impowered to remove ſuch priſoners 
ſrom place to place within the ſame 
Colonies, as often as to ſuch aſſem- 
blies, conventions, or committees or 
councils of ſafety reſpectively, it 
ſhall ſeem proper, having regard to 
the former reſolutions of Congreſs 
concerning priſoners. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Alexander be 
appointed a member of the marine 
committee, in the room of Mr. 
Chaſe who is abſent, | | 
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A memorial from the Scoteh hoſta- affairs, who are members of Con- 


ges was preſented to Congreſs and 
read. | 
Reſolved, That it be referred to - 


the committee of claims. 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 
To Henry Holler, for rifles and caſh 
* furniſhed to Captain Nelſon's com 
pany of rifle-men, the ſum of 364.8 
dollars to be charged to {aid com- 
pany ; and for proviſions for ſaid 
company, the ſum of 171.3 dol- 
lars, and for neceſſaries provided for 
priſoners at Reading, 1203 dollars, 
and for his pay as quarter-maſter 
in procuring proviſions, 59 dollars ; 
proviſions made for receiving 
the priſoners from Johnſtowu, the 
ſum of 240 dollars; for expreſſes 
and incidental charges, the ſum of 
62.9 dollars, the whole amounting 
to 2101 dollars. 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid, 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to- morro . 
Saturday, April 13, 1776. 
Reſolved, 'That an order for 20,000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
vour of James Meaſe commiſſary 
r the uſe of the Pennſylvania bat- 
talions, he to be accountable. 
Mr. Meaſe having applied to Con- 
eſs for advice how to conduct him- 
Ei in paying the ſixth Pennſylvania 
battalion. 4 7 
Reſolved, That the queries pro- 
pounded by Mr. Meaſe be referred 
to the committee for procuring fire 
arms. | 
The committee of claims reported 


* there is due, 

o Robert Erwin, the ballance of 
his account for waggon hire, the 
- ſum of 436 dollars. | 

.,. Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
A petition from the committee of 
the town ſhips of Walpack, Sandyſ- 
7 and Montague, in the county 
of * 92 — was pre- 
ſented to s and read. 
eite That the ſame be re- 
Ferged to the commiſſioners for Indian 


< 


* 


gre ſs. 
The committee appointed to- pre 
= a reſolution for the ſale and con- 
umption of the teas now in theſe 
Colonies, brought in the ſame, which 

was read and agreed to, as follows : 
Whereas by the third article of the 
aſſociation, entered into by the late 
continental Congreſs at Philadelphia, 
on the 24th day of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1774, it was agreed, 
that from that day the inhabitants of 
the United Colonies : would not pur- 
chaſe nor uſe any tea imported on ac- 
count of the Eaſt India company, or 
any on which duty had been or ſhould 
be paid, and from and after the firſt 
day of March then next following, 
they would not purchaſe or ule any 
Eaſt Indian tea whatever :” And 
whereas it has been repreſented to 
this Congreſs, that the time as afore- 
ſaid limited for the conſumption of 
the tea thzn on hand was too ſhort ; 
whereby many zealous friends to the 
American cauſe,. who had imported 
large quantities of that commodity, 
with deſign not merely to advance 
their fortunes, but to counteract the 
plan then purſued by the miniſtry, 
and india company, to introduce and 
ſell in theſe Colonies tea ſubject to 
duty, are likely to become great ſuf- 
ferers ; the greater part of the eſtates 
of many of them being veſted in that 
article, and they by that means ren- 
dered incapable not only of paying 
their debts and maintaining their 
families, but alſo of vigorouſly ex- 
erting themſelves. in the ſervice of 
their country: and whereas it was - 
riginally the deſign of Congrels, that 
alt India tea, which had been im- 
ported agreeable to, the tenor of the 
ſajd aſſociation, might be fold and 
conſumed, but the time limited for 

that purpoſe proving too ſhort. 

Reſolved, That all India tea im 
ported as atoreſaid, expreſsly except 
ing all teas imported by or on accoun 
of the Eaſt India company, now re 
manning 


— 


ſold and uſed. 
And whereas from the future im- 
portation of tea being prohibited, 
ſome tea-holders may be tempted to 
avail themſelves of the ſcarcity which 
will be occaſioned by it, and exact 
exorbitant prices for an article of 
little real value in itſelf, and which 
owes its worth to an habit in many 
reſpects pernicious to the inhabitants 
of theſe Colonies. | 

Reſolved, therefore, that bohea 
tea ought not to be fold by retail in 
the ſmalleſt quantities at a higher 
price in any Colony, than at the rate 
of three fourth parts of a dollar per 


pound; and other teas at ſuch a price 


as ſhall be regulated by the committees 
of the town or county, where the tea 
is fold; and that all perſons, who 
ſhall either give or we a greater 
price for it, ought to be conſidered 
as enemies to the American cauſe, 
and treated accordingly. And it 1s 
earneſtly recommended to all com- 
mittees of inſpection and obſervation 
as well to be vigilant in carrying this 
reſolve into execution, as thoſe which 

rohibit the importation of India tea 
— any part of the world, it being 
the deſire of Congreſs to exclude all 
teas, except ſuch as may make part 
of the cargoes of prizes taken by ſhips 


of war or privateers belonging to. 


theſe Colonies, 

' Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to deliver to Lieutenant 
Colonel Hartley one quarter caſk of 
powder, to repay ſo much by him 
— for the uſe of the conti- 
nent. 

The committee appointed to pre- 

are a letter to the committee of 
Lale of New- Jerſey, brought in a 
draught, which being read was agreed 
to. : 

Ordered, That the ſame be tran- 
ſcribed, ſigned by the preſident and 
55 

The committee appointed to con- 
ider the repreſentation and queries of 
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maining on hand in theſe Colonies be 


James Meaſe reſpecting the fixth baty 
talion of troops commanded by Col. 
Irvine, brought in their report which 
was read, Whereupon, | 
Reſolved, That the certificates of 
magiſtrates. or other reſpectable inha- 
bitants of the county of Cymberland, 
who have inſpected and examined the 
companies of the ſaid battalion, ſhall 
in this inſtance juſtify the pay-maſter 
in paying ſuch companies agreeable to 
the ſaid certificates, the muſter-maſ- 
ter being abſent. | 
That the ſupernumerary privates, 
that have been inliſted and are armed 
and cloathed, be continued and paid. 
That the officers in the ſaid batta- 
lion be paid for their ſubſiſtence ſince 
the recruiting ſervice has been over, 
at the rates uſed in other battalions. 


That the claim of the enſign in 


Captain Wilſon's company to pay 
and ſubſiſtence, from the time of en- 
tering into actual ſervice, be allowed. 

Reſolved, That the marine com- 
mittee be impowered to build two 
gallies, capable of carrying two 36 
or 42 pounders, to oppoſe the ene- 
my's veſſels in bays and harbours, 

Reſolved, That the committee for 
caſting cannon be directed to contract 
for the caſting forty howitzers, with 
a ſufficient quantity of ſhells. 

The committee appointed to take 
1:t conſideration the application of 
James Hughes, late town major of 
Montreal, and now one of the pri- 
ſoners of the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies, brought in their report ; where- 
in they repreſent, 

« 'That it appears to them that 
Mrs. Hughes, the wife of the ſaid 
James Hughes on or about the 5th of 
February laſt, bargained with a cer- 
tain Jabez Weſt, for divers goods and 
merchandize in her poſſeſſion at Mon- 
treal, for which the ſaid Weſt, as 
the ſaid J. Hughes alledges, agreed 
to pay C905 11 9 ſterling money 
of Great Britain, and L151 1 9 
Hallifax currency, in gold and ſilver 
to the ſaid Hughes, within 2 
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were 
to be delivered at Albany, to the faid 
Weft, by a certain John Stevenſon 
of Albany, to whom they were to be 
ſent at the expence of the ſaid Weſt ; 
that the ſaid Weſt paid to the ſaid 
Hughes, 240 dollars in part, but it 
was, as the ſaid Hughes alledges, 
agreed that if the reſidue of the mo- 
ney was not paid within the time li- 
mited, then the. 240 dollars were to 
be forfeited, and the goods not to be 
delivered ; that the goods arrived at 
Albany, and were in the poſſeſſion of 
Mr. Stevenſon, who, on the 14th of 
March laft, by ſome means or other, 
was induced to deliver the goods to 
Weſt, though he paid no money ; 
that the ſaid Weſt gave a bond to the 
ſaid Stevenſon, payable to the ſaid 
Hughes, for { are * 8, continen- 
ral currency, on the gth of April in- 
ſtant, without any authority from the 


 faid Hughes, as he alledges; that 


the ſaid Welt proceeded with the 
goods, immediately on the receipt of 
them, to ſome of the eaſtern Colo- 
nies, ,and it is apprehended to Con- 
necticut. Upon the whole, the 
committee are of opinion, that the 
ſaid Hughes may probably loſe his 
debt from Weſt, without the inter- 
poſition of Congreſs, or their per- 
miſſion to him to go in purſuit of the 
ſaid Weſt.” Whereupon, | 
' Reſolved, That Governor Trum- 
bull, of the colony of Connecticut, 
be deſired to direct the moſt effectual 
method, according to law, to be 
taken for ſecuring the perſon of Ja- 
bez Weſt, or his effects, to the value 
of the debt due to James Hughes, if 
either can be found in his govern- 
ment; and to ſee that juſtice be done 
in the premiſes. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Mon- 
day next. | 
Monday, April 15, 1776. 

A letter of the 4th from General 

Waſhington, encloſing a letter from 


Governor Cooke, and an account of 
pa | 1 
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days from that time, upon which 
payment being made, the goods 


the powder ſupplied the army at 
Cambridge, by the colony of Maga. 


chuſetts-Bay, from the 10th of June 


laſt; alſo a letter of the ad from 
General Schuyler, with eight papers 
encloſed, being laid before Congreſs 
and read, 

Reſolved, That the faid letters 
with the papers encloſed, be referred 
to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harriſon, and 
Mr. S. Adams, | 

The committee to whom the peti- 
tion from the committees of Wal- 
pack, &c. was referred, brought in 
their report, which was agreed to. 


Whereupon, 


Reſolved, That an order be drawn 

by the chairman of the ſecret com- 
mittee upon Henry Wiſner, 'in fa- 
your of the petitioners for 2001b. of 
powder, they paying for the ſame. 
That 1000 flints he delivered to 
the petitioners. 
That the petitioners be deſired to 
ſend Garret 1 Eſq; to the 
neareſt Indian ſettlement, in order 
to diſcover whether any uneafineſs 
ſubſiſts among the Indians in that 
part of the country, and it it {abfiſts, 
from what cauſe it ariſes. 

That a letter be written by the 
Preſident of the Congreſs to General 
Schuyler, to inform him of the ap- 
prehenfion of* the inhabitants on the 
weſtern boundaries of New- Jerſey 
from the Indians, to requeſt him to 
direct proper inquiries to be made, 
whether there be any foundation for 
ſuch apprehenſions. 5 

Tic Congreſs taking into conſider- 
ation the report of the committee on 
the petition of John Secord. | 

Reſolved, That a certified copy of 
the ſaid petition be tranſmitted to the 
governor of Connecticut; that he be 
requeſted to canſe inquiry to be made 


into the truth of the facts therein 


Rated, and if found true, that it be 
recommended to him to cauſe reſti- 
tution to be made to the petitioner, 
Reſolved, That it be again recom- 
mended to the ſettlers at Wyoming 
* 
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and the Suſquennah river, as well 
thoſe under Pennſylvania as thoſe un- 
der Connecticut, to cultivate harmo- 
ny, to conſider themſelves as jointly 
intereſted in the event of the Ameri- 
can cauſe, and not by mutual acts of 
violence or oppreſſion, to injure that 
union that happily ſubſiſts between 
all the Colonics, and on which their 


welfare ſo much depends. 


Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be directed to ſupply the inhabi- 
tants of Monmouth county in New- 
Jerſey with 300 Ib. of powder, they 
paying for the ſame. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
three be appointed to bring in a reſo- 
lution, whereby perſons reſident, 
having property in America, who 


aſſiſt any of the enemies of the United 


Colonies in the capture of veſſels or 
goods, may be made liable to make 
good the damages to the ſufferers, 

The members choſen, Mr. Brax- 
ton, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Wythe. - 

A petition from Moſes Kirkland, 
a priſoner, was preſented to Congreſs 
and read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the committee on priſoners. 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſi- 
deration of the report of the coinmit- 
tee on the ways and means of ſupply- 
ing the troops in Canada, Where- 


upon, 

Rec lved, That Mr. R. Morris be 
directed to purchaſe bills of exchange 
to the amount of three thouſand 
pounds ſterling, and deliver the ſame 
to Mr. Price, and that Mr. Morris 
be indemnified for any loſs that may 
ariſe by indorſing them. 

That the ſum of 13,3333 dollars 
be advanced to Mr. Price, to be em- 
ployed by him in the ſervice of the 
continent, in Canada, he to be ac- 
countable. 

Reſolved, That the officers of the 
rifle battalion, and independent rifle 
companies, be authorited and di- 
rected to recruit the ſaid battalion 
and companies, and inliſt the men as 


ſpeedily as poſſible; and that their 
re-inliſtment be for two years from 
the expiration of their preſent term, 
liable to be diſcharged ſooner, if 
Congreſs ſhall think proper, upon 
receiving a month's pay — 2 

A petition from Thomas Leam- 
ing, jun, in behalf of the committee 
of inſpection for the county of Cape 
May, was preſented to Congreſs and 
read, ſetting forth the defenceleſs 
ſtate of that part of the country, and 
praying for a ſupply of powder and 
lead, and that two companies of the 
continental forces may be ſtationed 
there. 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the 
petition be granted. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tueſday, April 16, 1776. 

A letter of the gth from Commo- 
dore E. Hopkins, inclofing a liſt of 
the cannon and ftores brought from 
Providence, and a letter of the 14th 
from the committee of Baltimore, in- 
cloſing copies of intercepted letters 
from the ſecretary of ſtate to Gover- 
nor Eden; alſo a letter of the 8th 
from General Thomas, were laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary pub- 
liſh an extract of the letter fro 
Commodore Hopkins. A 

The Congreis taking into conſi- 
deration the letter from the commit- 
tee of Baltimore, and the papers en- 
cloſed, came to the following reſolu- 
tions: ; 

Whereas information has been 
this day laid before Congreſs, from 
which there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve that Robert Eden, Eſq; gover - 
nor of Maryland, has lately carried 
on a correſpondence with the Britiſh 
miniſtry, highly dangerous to the li- 
berties of America. | 

Reſolved therefore, That the coun- 
cil of ſafety of Maryland be earneſtly 
requeſted immediately to eauſe the 
perſon and papers of Governor Eden 
to be ſeized and ſecured; and ſuch of 
the papers as relate to the Amerjcan 

diſpute 


diſpute, without delay conveyed ſafe- 
ly to Congreſs; and that copies of 
x intercepted letters from the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate be incloſed to the 
aid council of ſafety,  _ 
Reſolved, That the council of ſafe- 
of Maryland be requeſted to cauſe 
* and papers of Alexander 
Roſs to be immediately ſeized and 
ſecured, and that the papers be ſent 


ſafely to Congreſs. 
And to — the ſaid Alexander 


| Rok having any opportunity to 


Reſolved, That the like requeſt 
be made to the committees of obſer- 
vation for Baltimore and Frederic 
counties in Maryland, in one of which 

nties the ſaid Alexander Roſs pro- 
bly now 1s. Wu 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due | 
To Iſaac Melchior, for expences 
from Montreal to Philadelphia, 
Including a part of St. Luke La 

Corne's expences to Albany, the 
ſum of 34.7 dollars. : 
To Leonard Melchior for A 

M. Donald twenty days the ſum 

16 dollars. en f 
To William Chew, for riding ex- 

{s to North-Carolina and back, 
zncluding ferriages, the ſum of go 
dollars, and that the ſame ought 
to be paid to J. Hughes, Efq. 

To Samuel Purviance, jun. the ſum 
of 133.3 dollars, money advanced 
by Colonel Charles Beaty, to 

Captain james Grier, and that 

the ſame ought to be paid and 

to the ſaid James Grier. 
To Anthony Tricker, for boarding 

Donald M Donald and others, of 

the Scots priſoners taken by Ge- 

neral Schuyler, near Johnſtown, 
the ſum of 150 dollars. 
Jo Peletiah Webſter, for purchaſing 

— for the continent, including 

me incidental charges, the ſum 

.of 66.3 dollars. 

Ordered, That 
be paid, | 


the faid accounts 
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Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſupply the inba- 
bitants of Monmouth county with 
500 flints. 

The Congreſs procteded to the 
election of a clerk of aſſiſtant to the 
auditor general. 

Mr. Williani Webb was eleQed. 

A letter of the 15th from H. Beau- 
mont, ſurgeon of the 26th regiment, 
was laid before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the committee on priſoners. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000 
dollars be paid to Meſſrs. Price and 
Haywood in conſideration ' of their 
extraordinary ſervices in Canada. 

Whereas much inconvenience may 
be derived to the public from com- 
mittees, others than the committee 
of ſafety in each Colony, on the pub- 
lic poſt roads, ſtopping and opening 
the mails, and detaining letters from 
the conſtitutional poſt, _ 

Reſolved, That no committee, 
but the council or committee of ſafety 
in each Colony, or ſuch perſons as 
they ſhall on extraordinary occafions 
authoriſe, ſhall ſtop tbe, conftitutional 

|, open the mail, or ' detain any 
— therefrom. | ag 

Reſolved, That the prefident write 
to Commodore Hopkins, and direct 
him to ſend a complete liſt and ſtate 
of the ſtores taken and brought from 
Providence, with the ſizes, &c. and 
in caſe he ſhould have left New Lon- 
don, that Governor Trumbull be de- 
fired to order a lift of the ſtores left at 
New London by Commodore Hop- 
kins, to be made out and tranſmitted 
to Congreſs, 

Reſolved, That the cannon and 
ſuch other of the ſtores as are not ne- 
ceſlary for the fleet, be landed and 
left at New London, and that ſuch 
of the cannon and wheels as Gover- 
nor Trambull ſhall direct, may be 
employed for the defence of that har- 
bour, during the pleaſure of the Con · 

els. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock Wore 
6a 
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Wedneſday, April 17, 1776. 
The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, c 


To John Avery, jun. for riding ex- 


preſs from Commodore Hopkins 

and back again, the ſum of 40.7 

dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

Reſolved, That the marine com- 
mittee be inſtructed to recommend to 
Congreſs proper perſons for commiſ- 

ſon officers for the frigates now build- 
; ing, and that the warrant officers be 
appointed by the ſaid committee, and 
that they fit ſaid frigates for ſea with 
all expedition. 

That the marine committee recom- 
mend to Congreſs proper perſons to 
be agents for prizes in the ſeveral 
Colonies. 

That a bounty of eight dollars be 
allowed by the public to the owner of 
every American veſſel, for every able 
ſeamen that he ſhall import into the 


e . : 
05 United Colonies, over and above the 


number the ſaid veſſel carried out; 
and that foreigners importing able 


company, and diſcharging them in 
Y Þ the American ports, ſhall be intitled 
to the ſame boun y. 

ect Reſolved, That che nomination or 
appointment of captains or comman- 
ders of continental veſſels ſhall not 
nd || <fablith rank, which is to be ſettled 


Je: granted. 

The Congreſs having proceeded 
op. 10 the election of captains for the two 
P —— building in Matiachuſetts- 

ay. | 
William Manly, and Iſaac Coz- 
neau were elected. 

Reſolved, That the ſecret commit- 
tee be impowered to give orders for 
the arming and manning abroad any 
of the ſhips or veſſels employed in the 
mportation of cargoes tor the conti- 
ental account; the expences and 
barges of ſuch armaments to be paid 
dy the ſaid committee; they receiv- 
g for the public ſervice, on the arri- 


ſeamen over and above the ſhip's 


by Congreſs before commiſſions are - 


«< eas: 


val of every veſſel, all the arms 
ammunition, and ſtores, | 

Reſolved, I hat rhe ſecret com- 
mittee be impowered to import car- 
goes of ſalt on the continental ac- 
count, in ſuch ſhips or veſſels as they 
employ to carry outward cargoes, 
and are obliged to inſure on their 
return, | 

Reſolved, That the committee of 
ſafety of Pennſylvania be requeſted to 
permit John Young, jun. and John- 
ſton Smith to carry to Virginia all 
ſuch arms as they have already pur- 
chaſed, or ſhall purchaſe in Penn- 
ſylvania, for the uſe of the continen- 
tal army in the ſaid colony of Virgi- 
nia, betore the firſt day of May next; 
not to exceed one thouſand ſtand in 
the whole. W 

Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 
mittee be directed to ſupply Mr. 
Thomas Leaming with 200 lb. of 
powder, for the militia of Cape May, 
he paying for the ſame. 

Reſolved, That the commanding 
officer at New-York be directed to 
order two companies of Colonel Day- 
ton's battalion to march to Cape 
May, and theie to remain till far- 
ther orders. 5 

Reſolved, That the petition of Dr. 
Jackſon be referred to the commit- 
tee of claims. a 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Thurfday, Afril 18, 1776. 

A letter of the 15th from General 

Waſhington ; and, 


A letter of the 7th of November 


laſt, from the Rev. Samuel Langdon, 
accompanicd with a letter from Ge- 
neral Putnam, and Colonels Glover, 
Bridge, Fry, and Preſcot. Allo, 

A letter from James Warren, Eſq; 
paymaſter-general, deliring leave to 
relign, were laid before Congreſs and 
read. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letters be 
referred to a committee of three, 

The members choſen, Mr. Read, 
Mr. Clinton, and Mr. Braxton. 

A letter from Elizabeth Seymour, 

B b : widow 
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widow of the late maſter of the Cab- 


- Reſolved, That it be referred to 
the marine committee. 
Reſolved, That. the committee on 


Indian affairs be directed to prepare 
and report 


a draught of inſtructions 
to George Morgan, Eſq; agent un- 
der the commiſſioners for Indian af- 
fairs in the Middle Department. 

A letter of the 6th from Brigadier- 
General Lewis, and a letter of the 
ſame date from Major General Lee, 
being received and read, were refer- 
red to Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, and 
Mr. Braxton. | 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, | 

To Dr. Samuel Treate, for medicine, 
-and for attending the troops at 
Burlington, the ſum of 273.7 dol 
lars. : 

To John Bull, Eſq; for expences in 

conducting money to the camp at 

Cambridge, the ſum of 155 dol- 

_ 

To Jacob Ming, for waggonage, the 
ſum of 107.5 dollars. 

To Robert Kennedy, for neceſſaries 
' Furniſhed Captain Morgan's com- 
pany, the ſum of 544 dollars, of 
which ſum 189.2 being for rifles, 
ſhirts, &c. to be charged to the 
faid company. + 
To Thaddeus Burr, for 8 paid 

by him for horſe-hire, &c. the ſam 
of 37.2 dollars, which ought to be 
charged to Jacob Heltzheimur, 
expreſs maſter. 

To ſundries, on certificates produced 
by Thomas Johnſon, Eſq; for pro- 
viſions, &c. for General Lee's 
guard, the ſum of 10.7 dollars, 
and for a rifle delivered to Captain 
Creſſap's company, to be charged 
to the ſaid 
10.6 dollars. 

To Jane Allen, for neceſſaries to ſe” 
veral companies of continental 
troops, the ſum of 52.9 dollars, 
of which ſum 40 ought to 


company, the ſum of 


be to the firſt Pennſylvania 

battalion, and deduced from the 

commiſſary's account. 

To Dr. Hall Jackſon, for his ſervices 
as ſurgeon, the ſum of 130 dollars, 
and that the ſame ought to be paid 
to Elbridge Gerry, Eſq. 

To William Smith, for medicines, 
inſtruments, &c. for the Delaware 
1 the ſum of 257.4 dol- 

ars. 

To Timothy Shallor, for expences in 
— priſoners from Egg-Har- 

bour, the ſum of 37.5 dollars. 

Ordered, 'That the faid accounts 
be paid. 

The marine committee having re- 
commended gentlemen for captains 
of the Hornet and Waſp, Congreſs 
proceeded to an election, and the 
ballots being taken and examined. 

William Hallock was elected cap- 
tam of the Hornet, and 
Alexander, captain of the Waſp. _ 

The committee appointed to con- 
ſider the propriety of eſtabliſhing a 
war office, brought in their report, 
which was read. | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, April 19, 1776. 

A letter from Governor '['rumbull, 
with a petition from Noah Philips, 
being laid before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That they be referred 
to the committee on qualifications. 

Reſolved, That a committee of 
ſeven be appointed to examine and 
aſcertain the value of the ſeveral ſpe- 
cies of gold and filver coins, current 
in theſe Colonies, and the propor- 
tions they ought to bear to Spaniſh 
milled dollars. x 

The members choſen, Mr. Duane, 

Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 

Sherman, Mr. Hewes, Mr. John- 

ſon, and Mr. Whipple. | 

The committee of claims reported 
that there is due, 

To Peter Brunner, for neceſlaries 
furniſhed to Captain Nelſon's 
company by himſelf and Abraham 
Vanhorn, the ſum of 25.2 dollars, 

which 


which ought to be charged to Cap- 

tain Nelſon. | 

To Mary Miller, for proviſions, &c. 
furniſhed to General Lee's guard, 
the ſum of 16.5 dollars. 

To Jacob Frantz, for horſe-hire, and 
carrying Brigadier-General Wo- 
r to New-Vork, the 
ſum of 47.5 dollars. 

Ordered: That the faid accounts 
be paid. 

eſolved, That letters which are 
directed to any general in the conti- 
nental ſervice, commanding in a ſe- 
parate department, be carried free 
of poſtage, by the conſtitutional poſt. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare inſtrutions to George Morgan, 
Eſq; _ in a draught, which 
being read was agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

To George Morgan, Ei; agent under 
the commiſſioners for Indian affairs 
in the Middle Department. 

- SW - 

« You are required to provide that 
the great belt preſented to the Indians 
laſt fall at Pittſburgh, be forwarded 
with all convenient expedition to the 
ſachems and warriors of the weſtern 
nations, and endeavour to the ytmoſt 
of your er to convince them of 
the wiſhes and good intentions 
of Congreſs for and towards them, 


and to cultivate harmony and friend- 


ſhip between them and the White Peo- 
ple, and to give Congreſs the moſt 
early intelligence of any interruption 
thereof, or of any diſturbance which 
ſhall ariſe, and which you cannot 
quiet. 

„ Acquaint the Indians thatCongreſs 
have formed the beſt plan they could 
deviſe *to import foreign goods for 
their uſe, and have neglected no 
probable means to procure them in 


time, and if they ſhould not be ſup- 


plied ſo ſoon as they may be wanted, 
the misfortune is to be afcribed to 
the common enemies of them and us, 
who by obſtructing our trade, as well 
as in numberleſs other inſtances, are 
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daily injuring and diſtreſſing both ; | 


but that we have well grounded hopes 
of ſpeedy relief, in expectation of 
which, and of greater — in 
Pann the preſent inconveniences 
are borne more patiently. 

« All differences — diſputes that 
ſhall happen between the Indians and 
White People, you will have adjuſted 
and determined in the mode pre- 
ſcribed by a reſolve of Congreſs, of 
which you have a copy: and you are 
directed in a particular manner to 

vent as much as you are able, an 
1mpoſitions upon the former by tho 
who deal with them. Treat all thoſe 

ple, with whom you may meet, 
indly and hoſpitably. Infpire them 
with ſentiments of juſtice and hu- 
manity, and diſpoſe them to intro- 
duce the arts of civil and ſocial life, 
and to encourage the reſidence of 


huſbandmen and handicraft-men a- 


mong them. Adviſe Congreſs from 
time to time of all occurrences that 
may in your opinion deſerve their 
attention.“ 

The committee to whom General 
Waſhington's letter of the 15th in- 
ſtant, as well as other letters were 
referred, brought in their report, 
which being taken into confideration 
was agreed 10; whereupon, 

Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 
ton may order as many of the cannon 
and military ſtores, as are not neceſ 
ſary for the continental fleet, and 
which were lately brought into New- 
London, by the commander thereof, 
to any other place he may think 
per; having regard only to the pers 
miſſion of Congreſs, relative to the 
defence of the harbour of New-Lon- 
don, a copy of which ought to be 


ſent to General Waſhington, and 
alſo a liſt of the cannon and ſtores, 


as tranſmitted to Congreſs. 


| R-ſolved, That the reſignation of 


James Warren, as paymaſter- general 
of the army be accepted and entered 
accordingly, and that he be informed 
there are ſuperintendants of the trea · 

Bb 2 12 ſury 


(192) 


ſury appointed, to whom he is to ren- 
der his accounts and vouchers. 

Reſolved, That another paymaſter- 
general be appointed, and chat the 
general be informed thereof, 

As it appears from the certificates 
of four co onels of regiments at Cam- 
bridge, that the Reverend. Dr. Sa- 
muel Langdon, did not only perform 
the duty of a chaplain to their ſeveral 
regiments, for the ſpace of ſix months, 
for which no other chaplain had been 
appointed, but alio the army at large ; 
therefore, : 

- - Reiolved, That the ſaid Dr. 1 
don, having received ro compenſa- 
tion for thoſe ſervices, be paid the 
ſum of zoo dollars, 
Reſolved, That three tons of powe 
der be immediately forwarded to Vir- 
+ ginia, for the uſe of the army in the 
Southern Department. 

| Reſolved, That General Waſhing- 
ton be mace acquainted with Gene- 
ral Lee's requeſt of a 2 of ar- 
tillery, and be deſired to furniſh him 
with ſuch a company, if it may be 
done conſiſtent with the general good 
of the ſervice. | 

That an immediate ſupply of arms, 
ſhoes, blankets, &c. be turniſhed for 
the troops in Virginia, and that pro- 
per perſons be appointed to procure 
them, ſubje& to the orders of Con- 
greſs already entered into. 

Reſolved, That | 
Blaine be appointed to purchaſe a 
quantity of blankets not exceeding 
5000, and alſo that he be directed to 
purchaſe 5000 pair of ſhoes to be ſent 
to Virginia, to the commanding offi- 
cer at Williamſburgh. | 

Reſolyed, That Monday next be 
afligned for the election of a pay maſter- 
general, 
Reſolved, That Mr. Thomas Low- 
ry, commiſſary, be directed tu pur- 
and forward to General Schuy- 
ler, with all convenient difoarch, 
2000 barrels of pork for the uſe of the 
army jn Canada, and that he be ſup- 
ple with a ſum not exceeding 20,000 

lars for that purpoſe, he to be ac- 

þ as - | | | 


Mr. Ephraim 


Reſolved, That the committee a 
pointed to confer with Mr. Price bo 
directed to bring in a reſolution to 
enable Meflrs. Pri:e and Haywood, 
to draw for the ballance of the money 
ordered to be paid them by the re- 
ſolutions-of the 3d and 16th of this 
month. 11 

Reſolved, That Meſſrs. Du Mon- 
teſſon, Hervieux, La Marque, Du 
Maſſaux, Shemit, Giaſſon, and Ga- 
melin, Canadian priſoners at Briſtol, 
be permitted to come to Philadelphia 
in order to purchaſe cloaths, and. 
other neceſſaries, and to remain there 
ten days and then return to Briſtol. 

The committee, to whom were re- 
ferred the letter from General Wath. 
ington of the 4th, and the letter from 
General Schuyler, of the 2d of . his 
month, brought in their report. | 

The committee on priſoners hav- 
ing collected fiom the journals the ſe- 
veral reſolutions reſpecting priſoners, 
and having made ſome amendments 
therein, ſubmitted the ſume to Con. 
greſs. . . 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, April 22, 1776. 

Sundry letters received ſiuce the ad- 
journment, were laid before the Con- 
greis and read, viz, 

One from the committee of ſafety 
of Maryland, dated the 18th. 

One from Dr. Boyd of the 19th. 

One from the committee of inſpec- 
tion of Lancaſter of the 11th, 

One from the Canada commiſſion- 
ers, dated Saratoga, the 13th. 

One from General Wathington of 
the :9th. 

One from General Schuyler cf the 
12th, encloſing ſundry letters and pa- 
pers from Canada. And, 

One from the committee of inſpec- 
tion of Weſt: Auguſta, with ſundry 
papers encloſed. | 

eſolved, That the four laſt with 
the papers encloſed, be referred to Mr. 
R. Lee, Mr. ]. Adams, Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Braxton, and Mr. Johnſon. 

Reſolved, That the conſideration 
of the letter from the committce of 


ſafety 
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to-morrow. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a reſolve reſpecting Meſſrs. Price 
and Haywood, brought in the ſame ; 
whereupon, 

Reſolved, That Meſſrs. Price and 


Haywood be impowered to draw bills 


of exchange on the preſident of Con- 
greſs for the ſum of 48,358,6 dollars, 
payable the 5th of July next, in _ 
cie, it being the ballance of a ſum ſpe- 
cified in a reſolve of the 3d of April 
inſtant, after deducting 16,000 dol- 
lars, for which they received an order 


on the treaſurers the 12th. And they 


are ſariher impowered to draw bills as 
aforeſaid, for 1000 dollars, ordered 
to be paid them by a reſolve of the 
6th inſtant. 

Reſclved, That the commiſſioners 
gone to Canada be deſired and im- 
powered to ſeitle the accounts of 
Meſſrs. Price and Haywood to the 5th 
of February laſt, or to employ — 
perſons to examine the ſame and com- 
pare the vouchers with the ſeveral ar- 
ticles of ſaid accounts, and return a 
certificate to Congreſs of the ballance 


juſtly due to Meſſrs. Price and Hay- 


wood from the United Colonies to 
that date, with the vouchers for ex- 
penditures and ſupplies by orders of 
General Montgomery and General 
Wooſter, 

Reſolved, That the ſaid commiſ- 
ſioners be requeſted to return to Con- 
greſs a liſt of ſuch perſons as are ac- 
countable to the United Colonies for 
any part of the articles or expendi- 
tures compriſed in Meſſrs. Price and 
Haywood's accounts, with the reſ- 
pective ſum ſuch perſon is chargeable 
with, and deliver copies thereof to the 
commanding officers, that the proper 
deductions may be made from the pay 
of the officers and men. | 

Reſolved, That an order for 1000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. Samuel Fairlamb, for 
the uſe of Colonel Wayne's battalion, 
he to be accountable, 


4 293+J 
_ ſafety of Maryland, be poſtponed till 


The committee on qualifications 
having recommended Mr. Jacob Wea» 
ver, to an enſigney which is vacant in 
the third Pennſylvania battalion. 

Reſolved, That he be appointed, 
and that a commiſſion be accordingly 
granted to him. 

Ihe ſeveral matters refe:red to this 
day being poſtponed. . | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Tuęſclay, April 23, 1776. 

A letter of the 12th from Major 
General Ward being received and 
read, repeating his deſire for leave to 
reſign. 

Reſolved, That the reſignation of 
Major General Ward, and of Briga- 
dier General Fry be accepted, and 
that the Preſident inform them there- 
of by letter. | 

The committee of claims reported 
that there js due, 


To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, 


the ſum of 873,8 dollars. 

To John Dunn, the ballance in full 
due to Colonel Heard's battalion, for 
their pay and ſubſiſtence, on the ex- 
pedition to Long-lſland, the ſum of 
24,53-7 dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſame be paid, 

The marine committee _ 
agreeable to the orders of Congreſs 


recommended gentlemen to be agents 


for prizes in the ſeveral Colonies. 

| Reſolved, That Captain John 
Bradford be appointed for the colony 
of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, Daniel Til- 
linghaſt, for Rhode Iſland, Nathaniel 
Shaw, jun. for Connecticut, Jacobus 
Vanzantz for New York, John Nixon, 
and John Maxwell Neſbit for Penn- 
ſylvania, William Lux for Maryland, 
Joun Tazewell for Virginia; Corne- 
lius Hornet for Wilmington, Richard 
Ellis for Newbern, and Robert Smith 
for Edentown in North Carolina, with 
power to each to appoint one or more 
deputies, if neceſſary. 

'The committee to whom the let- 
ters from General Waſhington, Ge- 
neral Schuyler, and the letters trom 
Canada and Pittſburgh were referred, 

WS: | brought 
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brought in their „ Which was 
taken into confideration ; whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the Preſident ſigni- 
fy to Colonel Hazen the approbation 
of Congreſs for his letter, and atten- 
tion to the public good. 

Reſolved, That 300,000 dollars be 
immediately {ent to General Schuyler, 
for ſupplying and paying the army in 
Canada. 

Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners 
of Congreſs in Canada, be deſired to 
Publiſh an address to the people of 
. Canada, ſignifying, that Congreſs 

has been informed of injuries offered 
by our people to ſome of them ; ex- 
preſſing our reſetitment at ſuch miſ- 
conduct, aſſuring them of gur attach- 
ment to their ſecurity$ inviting them 
to ſtate their grievances to our com- 
miſſioners, _ promiſing ample re- 
dreſs to them, and exemplary puniſh- 
ment to the offenders. 

Refolved, That inſtructions be ſent 
to the Commiſſioners to cauſe juſtice 
10 be done to the Canadians, agreea- 
ble to the tenor of the above reſolve. 

Reſolved, That the commandiag 
officer in Canada, be directed to be 
very attentive to military diſcipline, 
and inflit exemplary puniſhment on 
all thoſe who violate the military re- 
gulations eſtabliſhed by Congreſs. 

' Refolved, That General Waſhing- 

ton be directed to ſend ſix battalions 
into Canada from the army at New- 

York. | 

Refolved, That a letter be written 
by the Prefident to General Waſhing- 
ron, requeſting his opinion whether 
any farther additional troops are ne- 
geſſary to be ſent for the reduction of 
Quebec, and for the ſecurity of Ca- 
nada, and if he ſhall think more 
troops neceſſary, whether they can 
— ſafety be ſpared from the army 
bow in New-York. 

' Reſolved, That if any of the troops 
New - Jerſ 


. which were raiſed at five dollars a 
month,' be ſent to Canada, they ſhall 
he allowed at the rate of fix dollar 
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or Pennſylvania, 
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and two thirds of a dollar a month, 


from the time they begin their march. 


Reſolved, That the farther conſi- 
deration of the report be poſtponed 
till to-morrow. 

The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred being poſtponed. | 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Wedneſday, April 24, 1776. 

A memorial from the committee 
inſpection and obſervation of the city 
and liberties of Philadelphia was pre- 
ſeated to Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That it be referred to a 
committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. Duane, and Mr, Alexaader. 

Mr. R. Morris reported that in pur- 
ſuance of the order of Congreſs, he 
has purchaſed and delivered to Mr, 
James Price bills of exchangg to the 
amount of three thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, for which he produced Mr. 
Price's receipt, 

Reſolved, That an order for 14,800 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 
favour of Mr. R. Morris in full for 
the above bills of exchange. 

Reſolved, That the committee 
appointed to confer with My. Price, 
be directed to draw up inſtructions to 
him, for his government in diſpoſing 
and laying out the money put into his 
hands. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Trumbull the 
Commiſſary General be directed ta 

rovide and forward to General Schuy- 
bo two thouſand barrels of pork, 
with all poſſible diſpatch, for the uſe 
of the continental army in Canada, 
and that the ſaid commiſſary be ſup- 

lied with a ſum not exceeding 20,000 

ollars for that purpoſe, he to be ac- 
countable for the ſame. * 

Reſolved, That Mr. Alfop, Mr, 
Sherman, and Mr. Lewis be requeſt- 
ed to purchaſe and forward with all 
convenient diſpatch, to General 
Schayler, for the uſe of the continen- 


tal army in Canada, 10,000 pair of 


ſhoes, 10,000 pair of ſtockings ; and 


\ 


that 15,000 dollars be advanced ta 
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them for thoſe purpoſes, they to be 
accountable, 

- Reſolved, That a letter be written 
to General Schuyler to inform him of 
the ten additional battalions lately or- 


dered for Canada, and of the 4000 


barrels of pork, and the 10,000 pair 
of ſhoes, and 10, oco pair of ſtockings, 
ordered by Con to be ſent to him; 
and to defire him to purſue the beſt 
means for furniſhing ſuch other ne- 
ceſſary articles of cloathing and food 
as may be-wanting for the continen- 
tal army in Canada, having regard to 
ſuch of theſe as Mr. Price the com- 
miſſary in that province can ſupply 
there: Alſo that General Schuyler be 
deſired to inform the Preſident what 
quantity of gun-powder he has re- 
ceived for Canada ſince the firſt of 
January laſt, and that he continue, 
as hitherto, to give the earlieſt notice 
to Congreſs of the occaſion for further 
ſupplies of this and other neceſſaries 
that may be wanting, and not in his 
er to procure. 
Reſolved, That the ſecret com- 


. mittee be directed to forward from 
Mr. Wiſner's and Mr. Livingſton's 


powder mills, five tons of powder to 
General Schuyler, to be by him for- 
warded to Canada. 

The committee of claims reported 


that there is due, 


To John Gibſon, agent appointed b 
the commiſſioners for Indian af- 
fairs, for ſundry ſervices in the Mid- 
dle Department by order of the com- 
miſſioners, the ſum of 377. 9 dollars. 

To John Davis for waggonage, for 
the 6th Pennſylvania — the 

ſum of 60 dollars. 

To Furman and Hunt, for proviſions, 
Ec. for the priſoners at Trenton, 
the ſum of 183.8 dollars. 

To Duncan M Donald, the ſum of 
15.8 dollars, of which ſum 13.6 
dollars ought.to be charged to Cap- 

tain Hendrick's company, and 2.2 
dollars to Captain Cluggage's com- 
pany, for goods furniſhed to the 

laid companies; and that the ſame 


(we 3 


_ to bepaid toEphraim Blaine, 


To Margaret Smith, for nurſing two 
men in the ſmall- pox, belonging 
to Captain Benezet's company, the 
ſum of 24 dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 
be paid. 

The convention of South-Carolina 
having appointed delegates to repre- 
ſent that colony in Congreſs the cre- 
dentials of their appointment were 
preſented to Congreſs and read, as 
tollows : 

In Congreſs, Charleſtown, South-Ca- 

rolina, Feb. 16, 1776. 

Reſolved, That Thomas Lynch, 
John Rutledge, Edward Rutledge, 
Arthur Middletun, and Thomas Hey- 
ward, jun. Eſqrs. be, and they are 


hereby appointed and fully authoriſed © 


to repreſent this Colony in the conti- 
nental Congreſs, for one year next 
enſuing. 
March 23, 1776. x 
Reſolved, 'That the delegates of this 
colony in continental Congreſs, or a 
majority of ſuch of them as ſhall at 
any time be preſent in the ſaid Con- 
greſs, or any one of the ſaid delegates, 
if no more than one ſhall be preſent, 
be, and they and he are, and is here- 
by authoriſed and impowered, for and 
in behalf of this Colony, to concert, 
agree to, and execute every meaſure, 
which they or he, together with a ma- 
jority of the continental Congreſs, 
ſhall judge neceilary for. the defence, 
ſecurity, intereſt, and welfare of this 
Colony.in particular, and of America 
in general. f 
eſolved, That another delegate be 
forthwith choſen by ballot by this Con- 
grels, to repreſent this Colony in the 


continental Congreſs, in addition to, 


and with as full powers in all reſpects 


as the delegates already choſen have, 


and are inveſted with. The Congreſs 
then proceeded to ballot for ſaid dele- 
gate, and Thomas Lynch, jun. Efq. 
appearing to be, and being declared 
duly choſen. | 

Reſolved, 


—— — 


Reſolved, That Thomas Lynch, 
jun. Eſq; be, and he is hereby ap- 
inted a fixth delegate from this 
olony to repreſent the ſame in th 
continental Congreſs, | 


A true copy. 
PeTtrx TimoTthar, Sec, 


The Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of 'the whole to take into 
conſideration General Waſhington's 
letter of the 27th of March, and 
after ſome time- ſpent thereon, the 
Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Harriſon reported, that the commit- 
tee have had under conſideration the 
letter reſerred to them, but not hav- 
ing come to any determination there- 
on, deſired him to move for leave to 
ſit again. 

Reſolved, That Congreſs will to- 
morrow reſolve itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole, to take into their 
farther conſideration the letter from 
General Waſhington of the 27th of 
March, and the petition incloſed 
therein. 

The other matters to this day re- 
ferred, being poſtponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thurſday, April 25, 1776. 

Two letters from Generel Waſh- 
ington of the 22d and 23d, were laid 
before Congreſs and read. 

Reſolved, That they be referred 
to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. R. H. 


* Lee, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Hewes, 


Reſolved, That an order for 2000 
dollars be drawn on the treaſurers, in 
favour of Ephraim Blaine, Eſq; for 
the purpoſe of purchaſing ſhoes and 
blankets for the continental troops in 
Virginia, he to be accountable. 

he committee on qualifications 
having recommended Thomas Hol- 
land to be a ſecond lieutenant in the 
Delaware battalion, in the room of 
James M*Donnough, deceaſed, and 
ohn Corſe, enſign, in the room of 
Thomas Holland. 
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Reſolved, That they be acce pted, 


and that commiſſions be granted to 

them accordingly. 

The committee to whom the peti- 

tion of Noah Philips was referred, 

brought in their report, which was 
d to; whereupon, 


Reſolved, That the committee of 


inſpection of the city of Albany, be 
requeſted to adjuſt Mr. Noah Philips's 
account of ſervices performed at Ti- 
conderoga; and that Mr. Noah Phi- 


lips be allowed and paid for his fur- 


ther ſervices, including thoſe of con- 
tractor from the time of his joining 
General Montgomery, at the rate of 
one dollar for each day, until he 
quitted the ſervice, and an equiva- 
lent to a captain's rations during the 
ſaid time, provided he has not already 
them; the latter account to be ſettled 
by General Schuyler, who is requeſted 
to pay to the ſaid Noah Philips, what 
may appear to be due to him for the 
whole of his ſervices aforeſaid. 

The committee to whom the letter 
from Lord Stirling of the 1oth of 
March laſt, with the papers therein 


incloſed, was referred, brought in 


their report, which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

On application from the committee 
of Lower Penſneck in the county of 
Salem in New-Jerſey. 

Reſolved, That the fecret com- 


mittee be directed to ſell to the ſaid _ 


committee 7 51b of gunpowder. 
Reſolved, That a copy of the in- 
tercepted letter from John Butler at 


Niagara, dated the 2gth of Feb. be 


tent co General Schuyler. 

Reſolved, That a copy of the re- 
port of the committee appointed to 
inquire into the truth and foundation 
of the ſtory that the Indians have 
been invited by Governor Penn to 


come to Philadelphia” be ſent to 


General Schuyler ; and that General 
Schuyler be directed to cauſe the per- 
ſon to be arreſted, who pretended to 
have carried ſuch invitation to the 


Indians. 


The committee of claims reported, 
| c 


G ö 

( 1 
that there is due for che expences of 

eneral Lee's guard, the ſum of 
10.8 dollars, and that the ſame ought 
to be paid to Timothy Matlock. _ 
On a draught drawn by Ephraim 
Blaine, Efq; on the commiſſioners for 
Indian affairs in the Middle Depart- 
ment, in favour of Samuel Semple, 
the ſum of 57 dollats, fot expences 
of the ſaid commiſſioners, and that 
the ſaid ſum onght to be paid to 
Robert Miller, Eiq; of the county of 
Cumberland. 

For the ſubſiſtence of A. Hill Brice, 
Captain of the 7th regiment of foot 
of royal fuſileers, the ſum of 39:5 
dollars, and that the ſame ought to 
de paid to Thomas M*Kean, Efq; 
und charged to the ſaid captain. 

Ordered, That the ſaid accounts 
be paid. | 

Agrecable to the order of the day, 
Congreſs reſolved. itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into 
their farther conſideration the letter 
from Getieral Waſhington of the 27th 


March faſt, and the papers therein 


incloſed, and after ſome time the pre- 
ſident feſümed the chair, and Mr. 
Hatriſon reported that the committee 
had come to a reſolution, on the mat- 
ters referred to them, which he read 
and delivered in. 1 


The report being again read, 
Refolved, That the confideration 
thereof be poſtponed. | 


Information being given to Con- 
greſs that Allan Gaben, who is 
confined in goal, is in ſuch a ſtate of 
health as to require the attendance of 
a hyfician, and that he is deſirous 
of the aſſiſtance of Doctor Cadwalla- 


der. | 
Reſolved, That Doctor Cadwalla- 
der have leave to attend him. 
The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
ferred, being poſtponed. 
Adjoarned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Friday, April 26, 1776. 
_ Reſolved; That the ſecret com- 
Ares be directed to ſettle and pay 
toe oolotiy of Connecticut the pow» 
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der lent by the ſaid Colony to Gen. 
Waſhington, for the uſe of the con- 
tinent, and to act as they ſhall judge 
beſt for the public ſervice, and the 
benefit of Connecticut, in exchang- 
ing the powder, which the ſaid Co- 
lony has in Philadelphia, for powder 


in the eaſtern ports belonging to the | 


continent, 

Reſolved, That $0,000 dollars be 
ſent to the committee of ſafety of 
Virginia, and that the preſident write 
to the ſaid committee, and requeſt 
them to uſe their utmpſt endeavours 
to have it . 
remit the ſame to the continental 
treaſurers ; and in caſe they can pro- 
cure more ſpecie, that they ſend it, 


and draw for the amount on the pay- 


maſter in Virginia, who is ordered to 
pay ſuch draughts. : 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 250, 
doo dollars be ſent to the paymaſter 
in Virginia, for the uſe of the con- 
3 troops, he to be accounta- 

e. 


A letter from Doctor Cadwallader 


was laid before Congreſs and read, 
giving an account of A, Cameron's 

ate of health. Whereupon, 

Reſolved, That the ſaid A. Ca- 
meron be allowed tlie benefit of air 
in his room, and of walking an hour 
every morning in the yard, in com- 
pany or preſence of the jailor, and 
that his uncle Doctor M*Clean from 
New-York, who is now in town, be 
allowed to converſe with him in the 
preſence of the jailor. 

Edmund Randolph, who was ap- 
pointed deputy-muſter-maſter-general 
of the Southern Department, having 


been choſen by the citizens of Wil- . 


liamſburg to repreſent them in con- 
vention, and an ordinance having 
been paſſed, excluding all 2 
holding any military poſt of profit 
from a ſeat therein, begged leave to 
refign his office. 

Reſolved, That the reſignation of 
Mr. Randolph be accepted. 

Reſolved, That a committee uf five 
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or ſpecie, and 
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eke. ta take into conſidera- 
ſtate of the Eaſtern Depart- 
8 and re thereon. 
The members choſen, Mr. Rut- 
Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Harriſon, and Mr. Duane. 

The committee of claims reported. 
that there is due, 
To Doctor Robert Johnſon, for at- 
tendance on the 6th battalion, and 

for medicines, the ſum of $31 
dollars. 

Ordered, That the ſaid account be 
paid. 

The committee to ham the letters 
from General Waſhington of the 22d 
and 23d inſt. were reterred, brought 
in their rt, which was taken i into 
conſideration, whereupon, 

_ Reſolved, That the pay of the aids 
de camp of the commander in chief 
be raiſed to forty dollars a month. 

Reſolved, 'That none of the troops 
already raiſed, be, for the preſent, 
diſbanded for want of arms; and that 
the general apply to the convention 
and committee of - ſafety of New- 
Vork for ſuch arms, as may have 
been collected under the reſolve of 
Congreſs for diſarming non-affocia- 
tors and diĩſaffected perſons, or any 
other arms they can 15 pply, and that 
they be delivered to the New-York 
ore 

Reſolved, That Mr. Baldwin the 
aſſiſtant engineer ordered to Canada, 
be allowed, in conſideration of his 


merit, the pay and rank of lieute- | 


nant colonel on the continental eſta· 
bliſhmenr. 

Reſolved, That the reſpectire go- 
vernments, from whence militia have 
come for the defence of the city of 
New-York, be defired ſpeedily to 
tranſmit to Congreſs authenticated 
muſter-rolls and accounts of monies 
due to ſuch reſpectiye militias, in 
order to their being immediately ſet- 
tled and 
- Reſolved, That r approve 


the aſſiſtance iven by . to 


— 
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| formation here, * be nf» 


Refalved,, That the. farther eonſi- 
oth ation of the report be poſtponed 


to-morrow 

| Conprefs th then took into conſidera- 
tion the report of the committee, on 
the petition of Colonel James Eafton, 
whereupon, 

Reſolved, That, the claims of the 
perſo $ concerned i in the ſurprize and 
reduction of the fortreſs of Ticonde- 


. roga, having already been ſubmitted 


by Congreſs to the committee of Al- 
bany, the petitioner be. referred to 
the ſaid committee of. Albany for a 
ſettlement of his demand on that ac- 
count. 

As from the teſtimonials produced 
by the petitioner it appears—that he 

and his battalion behaved with great 

diligence, activity and ſpirit in the 
ſucceſsful enterprize againſt General 
Preſcot, and = veſſels and troops 
under his command in the river Sorel}, 
in which important ſervice the were 
joined by Colonel Bedel and a part of 
his regiment—that to encourage the 
party employed in that important ſer- 
vice, the late General Montgomery 
promiſed them all the public ſtores, 
which ſhould be taken in the veſſels 
under General Preſcot s command, 
excepting ammunition. and proviſions ; 
and as the petitioner alledges that no 
part of thoſe ſtores was delivered, nor 
any compoſition made to the troops 
concerned in the acquiſition, | there- 


fore 
Reſolved,” That it be recommended 
to the general commanding in Canada, 
to appoint commiſſioners to eſtimate 
all the public ſtores taken with Gen. 


Prefect! (excepting ammunition, and 


proviſions) and pay the value thereof 
among the officers and men employed 
in that ſervice, in ſuch proportions as 
the commiſſioners ſhall determine. 
As the petitioner's account of mo- 
nies received, and diſburſements made 
by him for the uſe of his regiment, 
on which he claims a ballance, can, 
for want of proper vouckers 3 


"i 


| 
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ſacted. Cs 
Reſolved, That the ſame be re- 
ferred for ſettlement in ſuch mode as 
the commiſſioners: from Congreſs in 
that province ſhall direct. But as the 
titioner is in want of money. 
Reſolved, That two hundred dol- 
lars be advanced to him in part of 
his demand againſt the United Co- 
lonies; : K 
With regard to the petitioners re- 
queſt that a court of inquiry may be 
called reſpecting the charge againſt 
him, and Major Brown for plunder- 
ing the effects of the priſoners. As 
Brigadier-General Arnold in his let- 


ter of the iſt of Feb. laſt alledges, 


that the petitioner and Major Brown 
had been publickly aceuſed of plun- 
dering the officers baggage taken at 
Sorell, contrary to the articles of 
capitulation, and to the great ſcandal 
of the American arms; for which 
reaſon he declared it to be his opi- 
nion, that it would give great di 

to the army in general if either of 
them ſhould be promoted, until theſe 
matters were cleared up; and as the 
petitioner aſſerts his innocence, de- 
claring that he neither plundered, nor 
directed, nor was privy to the plun- 
dering of any priſoner or other perſon 
whatever, Conſidering thereforg on 
one hand, the aggravated nature of 
this charge, which is an impediment 
to the petitioner's promotion, and on 
the other, the great confidence re- 
poſed in him by Gen. Montgomery, 
and the eſſential ſervice - which the 
petitioner has rendered to his country. 
Reſolved, That the commiſſioners 
from Congreſs in Canada be inftruc- 
ted, to cauſe inquiry to be made by a 
court - martial or otherwiſe, into the 
charge againſt the petitioner, giving 
him an opportunity of making his 
defence ; and that the proceedings 
thereon be tranſmitted to ä — 
in order that juſtice may be done to 


the petitioner, if he has uſed 
r 
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Canada, Where the buſitieſs was tran- 


The ſeveral matters to this day re- 
fefred, being poſtponed. $ 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow, 
Saturday, April 27, 1776. 
Reſolved, 'That an order for 350 


dollars be drawn on the treaſurers in 


favour of Mr. Edy, of which 250 for 
himſelf, and 100 far Iſaiah Beaudreau, 
for ſervices done. ; 

Sundry letters and papers from 
North- Carolina were laid before Con- 
greſs and read, viz. © 

An affidavit reſpecting the capture 
of W. Ginn's brig. | 

A letter from Samuel Johnſon, 
preſident of the convention dated the 
10th inftant, incloſing ſundry reſolves 
of the ſaid convention, and an ex- 
tract of a letter from Brigadiez-Gen, 
Moore. 2 

Reſolved, That the affidavit be de- 
livered to the ſecret committee. 
That the other papers be referred 
to à committee of three: ; 

The members choſen, Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Alexan- 
der Fats 
Congreſs procecded to the election 
of a paymaſter-general, in the room 


of Mr. Warren, whoſe ' reſignation. 
was accepted, and the ballots being 


taken and examined, | 
William Palfrey, Eſq; was elected. 
| Congrels alſo proceeded to the e- 
lection of a deputy-commiſſary-gene- 
ral, for ſupplying the troops in Vir- 
ginia with rations, and the ballots 
being taken and examined, | 
William Aylett, Eſq; was elected. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Rodney and 


Mr. Read be added to the committee 


appointed to ſupply the troops in Phi- 
ladelphia, and the battalion. in the 
Lower Counties on Delaware. | 

A memorial from the committee of 


ſafety of Pennſylvania was preſented 


to Congreſs and read. 


The ſeveral matters to this day re- 


ferred, being poſtponed, 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 
Monday, April 29, 1776. 
bing re- 


Sundry letters and papers 
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ceived, were laid before Congreſs 


and read, viz. 


_ letter of the 25th from General 


Waſhington, incloſing a return of the 
army at New-York. 

A letter from Major Wrixon, de- 
clining to accept the commiſtion of 
chief engineer. 

A letter from the council of ſafety 

of Maryland, with the examination 
of Alexander Roſs, and ſundry pa- 
rs found in his poſſeſſion. 

' Reſolyed, That the letter from 
General Waſhington, and the letter 
from the council of ſafety of Mary- 

d, with Mr. Roſs's 4 3 be re- 

to a commy zttee of five. | 

The members ka, Mr. Harri- 
Ton, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Goldbo- 
rough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rodney, 
_ Alfo a letter of the 19th from 
General Lee, and one from Thomas 
Bullet ; and a petition from Doctor 


4 were read and referred to the 


committee, 
' Reſolved, That letters be 2 
by the prefident to General Schuyle 
and the committee of ſafety of ow 
York, deſiring them to inform this 
ongreſs whether the continental 
commiſſions ſent to them for the offi- 


ders and troops raiſed by Connecticut 


the laſt campaign were delivered, or 
offered to them, or to any, and 
which of them, and whether any 
and which' of chem refuſed, or ac. 

the ſame; and particularly 


whether commiſſions were offered to 


Colonel Waterbury and Col. Eaſton, 
and & whether they refuſed accepting 


"Reſolved, That Capt. Peter Adams 


from Marytand, under whoſe cuſtody: 


Alexander Roſs was brought to Phi- 
ladelphia be diſmiſſed, and that the 
ſaid Alexander Roſs be committed to 
the care of the officer commanding 
the continental troops in Pennſylya- 


"Reſolved, That a ſtanding com- 
mittee be inted for Indian affairs; 
N t of fue: that the elec- 


5 


be ſent to Mr. 
diſtributed to ſuch Indians as he ſhall 
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el 


to-morrow. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs re- 
Nat on the integrity. and honour of 

— 4 e order that he by 
permitted to go at large on giving his 
es to 2 4 of We: 

uguſta, not to engage con- 
cerned in + me — —. to 
theſe Colonies, by ſtimulating the 
Indian nations to make war againſt 
them of otherwiſe. / 

The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, - 


To Benjamin Marſhall for tin car- 


2 boxes, the ſum of 465 dol- 
To Ephraim Blajne, Eſq; for ſub- 
ſiſtence, waggonage,, and ferriages 


of the 6th Pennſylvauia battalion, 

the ſum #2 36 dollars. 5 

Ordered, T has the ſaid accounts 
on greſ⸗ Thu” the conſideration 


of the report of the committee on 


ral Waſhington” s letter of the 
lyth, &c. whereupon, 
Reſolved,” That the papers from 
fort Pitt be reſerred to the committee 
appointed, to chnſider the ſtate of 
Indian affairs in the Middle Depart- 
ment. 85 
Reſolved, That no traders ought 
to go into the Indian country without 
licenſe from the agent in the depart- 
ment ; and that care þe'taken by him 
revent exhorbitant prices for 
all; being exacted from the la- 
. 


Reſolved, That a ton of pow 
G. Morgan,” to to * 


be convinced re in our intereſt, 
Reſolved, That meaſures be i 
mediately taken to procure goods * 
ſupply the Indians at the treaties or- 
dered to be held with them. 

| Reſolved, That the | councils of 


Maſſachuſetts-Bay and New Hamp- 


ſhire, and the governors of Connec- 
ticat, and Rhode: Iſland, be earneſtly. 
requeſted to take the molt ſpeedy 3 _ 


k $5 ectual. 
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oney in their reſpeQive Colo- 
2 as poſũi ble, and to ſend the ſame 
as collected to General Schuyler, and 
draw upon the Preſident of Congreſs 
ſor the amount. ; 
' Reſolved, That the further confi+ 
deration of the report, and the ſeve- 
ral matters to this day referred, be 
poſtponed till to-morrow, to which 
time Congreſs adjourned. 
Tueſday, April 30, 1776. 
Agreeable to order, Congreſs pro- 
ded to the election of a ſtanding 
committee for Indian affairs, when 
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Wilſon, Mr. 
Woolcot, Mr. L, Morris, and Mr, 
Rutledge were eleted, = 
The committee of claims reported, 
that there is due, 
'To Matthew Swan, for ing two 
* "braſs field pieces from Philadelphia 
to Williamſburg, the ſum of 93.6 


dollars, over and beſide the ſum 


of 80 dollars, paid him by Robert 


Erwin, and 13.3 dollars, paid by 


the committee of Williamſburg. 
For houſe rent, carriage, and other 
* " contingent expences of the fourth 
Pennſylvania battalion, the ſum 
of 358.6 dollars, and that the ſame 
ought to be paid to John Harper, 
En of the ſaid batta- 
on. 


For proviſions for Captain Roſs's 


company, ſupplied Charles 
Jackſon, the ſum of 9. 1 dollars, 
and that the ſame onght to be paid 
to Timothy Matlock, n 
Ordered, That the faid accounts 
be paid. | [ | 
The committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial from the com- 
mittee of inſpection and obſervation 
of the city and liberties of Philadel- 
phia, praying the advice of Congreſs, 
whether they ought to continue the 
exerciſe of the power of regulating 
the price of goods in other inſtances 
than that of green tea, brought in 
their report,. which being taken into 
conſideration, was agr 


upon, | 
FEY 


_ rily active againſt the rights of 4 


to; where · 
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| Reſolved, That the ninth article 
of the aſſociation, which enjoineg 
the inhabitants. of the United Colo- 
nies to ſoll goods and merchandize at 


temporary regu ſpetting 
goods then on hand; but as thoſe 
_ are nearly conſumed, and a 
er ſupply muſt be obtained at an 
extraominary riſque and expence, and 
_ ang _ — s ſhould 
be encoura a pro of pai 
adequate — — Fol Leg e — 
be incurred in the importation, and a 
free trade being now opened from the 
United Colomes to all parts of the 
world, except the dominions belong. 
ing to the King of Great-Britain. 
eſolved, That the power of com- 
mittees of inſpection and obſervation. 
to regulate the prices of goods, in 
other inſtances than the article of 
green tea, ought to ceaſe; 
"Congreſs took into conſideration 


the report of the committee on Gene- 


ral Waſhington's letter of the 24th 
of March; whereupon, | 
Reſolved, That the veſſels which 
were left in the docks and harbour at 
Boſton, by the enemy, and which 
different perſons claim as their pro- 
2erty, ought. to be reſtored to their 
rmer owners, being inhabitants of 
theſe Colonies, on their making proof 
of their title, unleſs the ſaid parties 
ſo claiming, ſhall have been volunta- 
United Colonies, by aftording aid 
and- aſſiſtance to the Britiſh fleet ar 
army ; and that it be recommen 
to the government of Maſſachuſetts. 
Bay to appoint commiſſioners to hear 
ſuch claims, and determine on 
ſufficiency of the proof thereof. 
Proyided, That ny york appre« * 
hending himſelf or herſelf to -be ag- 
grieved by the adjudication of the 
commiſſioners, may 2 from their 
ſentence to Congreſs, ſuch | 
being demanded and lodged with the 


«  * fecre- 


_ The dels for Ner- heey 

laid Congreſs a number ©, 

ills counterfeited, - to imitate the 
continental bills of credit. 

Reſolved, That a committee of fix 
be appointed to conſider of this mat - 
ter, and report thereon to Congreſs. 

The members choſen, Mr. W. Li- 
| | for 2000 vingſton, Mr. M*Kean, Mr, Sher- 
dollars he drawn on the treaſurers in man, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Braxton, 

| e Evans, who has and Mr. Duane. 
contracted to ſupply the Delaware nne 10 o'clock on Thurf- 
battalions N * day, 
countable, 


maritime 
2 Beſatecd, That the Farther con 
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